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THE  STEELE  PAPERS 


Eliza  Balfour  to  John  Steele 

[Feb.  14.  1806] 

Salisbury  Feby.  14.  1806  Reed,  of  Jobn  Steele  Esqr.  Five 
dollars  and  twenty  five  cents  for  the  postage  of  a  letter  and 
packet  to  bim  directed  as  commr.  for  settling  the  boundary 
&ca.  from  Lancaster  Ct.  bouse  in  South  Carolina — 
$5.25.  Eliza  Balfour. 

A.D.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Steele  to  Nathaniel  Macon 

Salisbury  Feb'^y.  28^^.  1806 
I  was  much  gratified,  my  friend  by  the  receipt  of  your  favor 
of  the  8*^.  inst.  a  few  days  ago.  It  in  some  degree  quieted  my 
apprehensions  concerning  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  ad- 
vantages of  which  would  be  remote  and  speculative,  the  evils 
immediate  and  certain. Among  the  latter  we  might  calcu- 
late the  derangement  of  our  finances  and  all  its  consequences, 
the  depression  and  for  a  time  the  ruin  of  some  of  the  most 
valuable  branches  of  our  agricultural  industry,  particularly  in 
the  Southern  section  of  the  union  and  to  crown  all  perhaps 

"An  entangling  alliance  with  France" Popular  Assemblies 

acting  under  the  pressure  of  insult  or  injury  are  generally  in 
danger  of  allowing  their  zeal  to  transport  them  beyond  the 
temperate  point  where  a  body  of  men  better  informed  and  less 
agitated  would  incline  to  stop.  Our  object  therefore  with  pres- 
ent crises  sh.  be  to  guard  ag*.  this  tendency,  to  examine  the 
ground  dispassionately  and  adopt  such  measures  only  as  jus- 
tice to  others  and  a  regard  to  our  own  permanent  interests  as 

a  nation  would  recomend 

I  have  observed  an  application  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
Congress  concerning  the  boundary  line  between  that  state  and 
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this. If  their  claim  extends  no  further  I^orth  than  the  35*^. 

degree  of  Latitude  there  can  be  no  difficulty  between  us  for  a 

due  west  course  on  the  line  of  that  degree  is  our  claim. 

Governor  Turner-'^  has  seen  a  report  made  by  our  comm'^*.  on 
the  subject  of  a  similar  dispute  last  autumn,  be  so  good  as  to 
present  my  respects  to  him,  and  inform  him  that  I  will  send 
him,  perhaps  by  the  next  post,  some  additional  notes  which  I 
made  for  my  own  satisfaction  and  to  assist  in  the  draft  of 
another  report  at  the  late  Charlotte  meeting.  These  notes  may 
be  of  use  in  relation  to  the  application  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Sincerely  yours 
Mr.  Macon  Jn^.  Steele 

a  copy 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Ja(me)s  Hall^  to  John  Steele  and  Others. 

MoKGANTON,  March  12th  1806. 

To  John  Steele,  John  Moore,  &  James  Wellborne,  Esquires. 

Gentlemen, 

Pursuant  to  your  request  I  proceeded  without  (Jelay  to  the 
Southern  boundary  of  this  State,  which  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  is  about  Sixty  miles  from  my  place  of  residence. 


^James  Turner  had  recently  begun  his  services  as  United  States 
Senator. 

^Reverend  James  Hall  was  born  at  Carlisle,  Pa.,  Augst  22,  1744. 
His  parents  removed  to  Rowan  county  (that  portion  that  is  now 
Iredell)  about  1852.  He  graduated  at  Princeton  in  1774,  being 
especially  proficient  in  mathematics.  He  devoted  himself  to  the 
ministry  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which  labor  was  interrupted 
by  the  American  Revolution,  in  which  cause  he  fought  with  all 
the  fire  of  a  layman  plus  his  inherited  covenanting  zeal.  As  a  cap- 
tain of  cavalry  he  served  in  many  of  the  dramatic  episodes  of  the 
war  in  upper  South  Carolina  and  in  the  western  part  of  his  own 
State,  and  in  the  Indian  country  across  the  mountains.  After  inde- 
pendence he  returned  to  the  ministry  of  his  church  and  was  one 
of  its  most  effective  organizers  in  the  frontier  country.  Hall 
organized  Clio's  Nursery,  an  academy  for  the  training  of  youth, 
especially  in  science,  about  1778,  in  the  very  midst  of  war.  Prince- 
ton and  the  University  of  North  Carolina  conferred  the  degree  of 
D.D.  upon  him.  He  died  in  1826.  For  an  extended  sketch  see 
Foote,  William  Henry,  Sketches  of  North  Carolina,  Historical  and 
Biographical,  315-336. 


The  Steele  Papers  469 

I  set  out  on  Saturday,  the  11th  of  January,  expecting  to 
reach  the  boundary  line  before  noon  on  Tuesday,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  the  excessive  inclemency  of  that  day. 

I  began  my  observations  on  that  night  &  continued  them, 
both  siderea.  &  solar,  with  faithfulness  &  assiduity,  every  day 
&  night  until  the  next  Friday,  inclusive;  &  the  result  of  my 
observations  was,  as  I  stated  to  you  in  report  by  Mr.  Forney.^ 

On  Saturday  evening,  the  18th  of  the  above,  I  returned  to 
my  lodging. 

Should  my  assistance  be  found  necessary  at  any  future  time, 
on  the  same  business,  I  will  be  happy  to  serve  you,  only  I  will 
expect  more  timely  notice.  But  let  it  be  remembred,  that  a 
solar  observation  cannot  be  made  on  land  by  Hadley's  quadrant, 
unless  the  sun  be  within  45°  of  the  horizon. 

Whatever  compensation  you  may  think  due  to  me,  is  sub- 
mitted by. 

Gentlemen,  your  very  obedt.  hble.  Sert. 

Jas.   Hall. 

Genl.  Moore,  &c. 

Addressed : 

General  John  Moore,  and 
other  Commissioners. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Haywood  to  John  Steele 

Ealeigh  16<^^.  March.  1806 
My  Dear  Sir, 

I  send  you  by  Major  Williams^  one  hundred  Dollars  being 
the  Interest  of  the  Stock  standing  to  the  credit  of  your  Daugh- 
ter on  the  Books  of  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  J^orth  Car- 
olina for  the  late  December  and  present  March  quarters. 


^Daniel  M.  Forney,  born  Lincoln  County,  N.  C,  1784;  served  as 
major  in  State  forces  during  the  Revolution;  was  a  Representative 
in  Congress,  1815-1818;  a  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1823-1826; 
removed  to  Alabama  1834,  died  Loundes  County,  Alabama,  1847. 
Wheeler,  History  of  North  Carolina,  II,  245. 

^Robert  Williams.  See  note  1  to  Haywood  Letter  of  April  17, 
1803. 
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I  did  not  write  you  in  time  of  our  late  Assembly  as  I  wished 
&  intended  to  do,  Because  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  procure  a 
sight  of  the  Eeport  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject  of  the 
dividing  line  between  ]^orth  and  South  Carolina,  until  the 
session  was  nearly  at  a  close;  and  because  there  was  nothing 
done  here  worth  writing  you  of: — ^I  intended  to  write  you  by 
CoP.  Moore,^  who  was  detained  here  some  days  after  the  As- 
sembly had  risen,  and  being  hurried  by  the  members  who  were 
leaving  Town  about  the  time  I  got  hold  of  the  Eeport,^  I  laid 
it  aside  until  the  bustle  should  be  over  and  untill  Moore  should 
be  about  to  go ;  but  before  this  happened  the  Governor  demanded 
it,  and  it  so  turned  out  that  I  was  at  last  disappointed  and 
never  got  a  sight  or  rather  a  reading  of  that  Report :  this  was 
a  disappointment  unlooked  for  &  one  which  I  regretted  the 
more,  because  I  was  very  desirous  of  reading  that  Document  for 
my  own  information,  independant  of  the  wish  &  intention  1 

had  to  write  you  in  regard  to  it. 1  never  had  an  opportunity 

of  learning  M"*.  Turner's  sentiments  in  regard  to  the  grounds 
taken  by  the  Commissioners  in  their  Report,  which  I  under- 
stood were  different  &  more  favorable  to  iN^orth  Carolina  than 
those  which  had  been  theretofore  insisted  on:  I  did  however 
understand  or  rather  infer  from  a  conversation  at  which  I  was 
present  previously  to  this  Report  being  made,  that  Gov''.  Turner 
acceded  in  opinion  with  General  Davie*  in  regard  to  the  Boun- 

^John  Moore,  of  Lincoln,  member  of  the  Commons  at  this  date 
and  on  the  Boundary  Commissions  with  Steele.  For  further  services 
see  note  7  of  Haywood  Letter,  June  19,  1805. 

^This  was  a  report  made  to  Governor  Turner  by  the  Commission 
from  its  first  two  meetings  with  the  South  Carolina  Commissioners 
held  respectively  at  Lancaster  Court  House  in  S.  C,  November 
1805  and  Charlotte,  N.  C,  in  January,  1806.  A  copy  of  this 
early  report  does  not  appear  in  the  Steele  Papers.  Nevertheless,  the 
date  of  such  report  and  somewhat  of  its  content  appear  in  the  re- 
port of  1808,  July  27,  and  is  found  below. 

^General  William  Richardson  Davie,  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
period  and  North  Carolina's  leading  statesman  from  the  date  of  in- 
dependence to  the  fall  of  the  Federalist  party  in  1800.  He  had 
been  a  member  of  a  commission  in  1791  and  again  in  1796  ap- 
pointed on  this  same  vexed  question  of  the  boundary  with  South 
Carolina,  a  portion  of  the  line  having  been  established  through 
his  commission's  efforts.  For  the  life  and  services  of  Davie  see 
Life  of  William  Richardson  Davie,  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  by 
Fordyce  M.  Hubbard  (Sparks  American  Biography,  New  Series  XV) 
William  Richardson  Davie,  A  Memoir,  by  J.  G.  de  R.  Hamilton  in 
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dary,  and  thought  that  nothing  remained  to  he  settled  in  that 
respect,  so  far  as  the  Line  had  been  extended  and  that  extention 
confirmed  in  England: — I  heard  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners often  mentioned  and  much  commended  by  most  of  those 
who  spoke  of  it — Some  did  not  understand  it,  and  others  were 
not  disposed  to  think  well  of  nor  to  approve  anything  which 
could  have  been  penned: — ^When  the  Governor  returns,  I 
promise  myself  yet  the  pleasure  of  pursuing  it. — I  have  been 
sorry  to  learn,  that  the  end  of  your  late  meeting  with  the 
S**.  Carolina  Commissioners  has  failed,^  and  that  nothing  valua- 
ble or  final  is  like  to  be  done  with  them. 

In  consequence  of  the  indisposition  of  my  Wife  occasioned 
by  the  Birth  of  our  last  son,  a  boy  of  ten  months  old,  I  have 
been  confined  to  the  House  throughout  the  Winter:  She  re- 
mains in  a  delicate  state  of  health  but,  I  trust,  is  recovering 

and  in  a  promising  way  to  become  again  well. My  Children 

and  self  continue  in  health : — I  hope  you  M^^.  Steele  and  your 
Daughters  are  likewise  well,  and  with  an  offer  of  my  respectful 
Regards  and  best  wishes,  remain,  much  &  affectionately, 

your  friend  &  sv*. 

John  Haywood. 
My  Brother  Sherwood  is  in  health, 
is  always  proud  and  flattered 
to  be  remembered  by  you,  &  offers  his 
grateful  Respects 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Dan(ie)l  Forney  to  John  Moore. 

MoEGANTON  March  25th  1806. 
Genl.  Moore, 

Will  find  enclosed  a  letter  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  Hall  con- 
taining a  statement  of  the  distance  &  also  the  time  employed 
in  ascertaining  the  Latitude  of  the  present  boundary  line  be- 
tween this  State  &  South  Carolina  West  of  the  Catawba  river. 


Sprunt  Monograph  No.  7,  and  a  sketch  of  Davie  by  S.  A.  Ashe  in 
Biog.  Hist,  of  N.  C,  Vol.  6. 

^Negotiations  were  renewed  a  few  months  later  and  a  near  ap- 
proach made  at  settlement  in  1808.     See  documents  below. 
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My  own  Statement  is  as  follows;  distance  about  twenty  five 
miles,  time  employed  as  above  mentioned  four  days.  You  will 
observe  that  I  tbougbt  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  charge  for 
the  day  we  returned  to  my  fathers  as  being  early  in  the  day. 
I  remain  with  sentiments  of 

respect,  your 

bumble  Servt. 

Danl.    Foeney. 
Genl.  John  Moore. 
Addressed : 

Genl.  John  Moore 
Lincolnton, 
^o.    Carolina. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Joseph  Nourse  to  John  Steele 

[Apeil    10,   1806] 
Dear  Sir 

I  find  that  I  have  over  remitted  you,  One  hundred  Dollars  by 
calculating  nine  shares  at  $99.  as  the  sum  of  E^ine  hundred 
and  J^inety  one  Dollars  instead  of  $891.  as  you  will  perceive  by 
recurring  to  my  Letter;  but  as  it  may  be  inconvenient  to  You 
to  remit  me  this  sum,  it  may  remain  until  I  draw  your  Interest 
for  the  2d  &  3  Quarters  of  1807  when  I  will  repay  myself  with 
Int.  at  6  pr.  Ct.  pr.  annum. 

I  have  not  yet  paid  your  Printers  Bills,  but  I  shall  not 
let  it  slip  my  Memory. 

I  am  my  Dr.  Sir 

Yours  very  respectfully 

Joseph  J^ouese. 

City  of  "Washington  10   (Apr.) 
General  John  Steele. 
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Addressed : 

Free  Joseph  Nourse,  R. 
General  Jolm  Steele 
Salisbury 

JSTorth  Carolina. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Robert  Williams^  to  John  Steele 

Raleigh  April  28*^.  1806, 
Dear  Sir. 

Once  I  addressed  you  on  the  same  subject,  and  your  politeness 
induced  an  answer;  which  was  not  expected  by  me  on  a  sub- 
ject of  that  nature.  It  was  not  expected  then,  neither  is  it  now. 
I  hope  you  know  me  better,  than  to  impute  it  to  flattery.  I  do 
now  as  I  did  then  as  one  of  the  Citizens  of  our  Country,  solicit 
your  services  in  the  next  Legislature.  That  you  would  be  so 
good  as  to  oifer  your  services  either  from  the  town  or  County. 
The  idea  of  the  importance  of  your  services  occurs  to  me  of 
more  importance  now,  than  two  years  ago.  ISTot  only  the  con- 
templated change  in  our  judicial  system  Sir,  but  the  policy  of 
our  State  in  her  relative  situation  as  a  member  of  the  federal 
government  will  now  be  important  to  us.  Since  I  had  conversa- 
tion with  you  on  this  subject  at  last  Salisbury  Court,  I  find 
here  at  home  a  prevalent  enquiry  of  what  is  necessary  to  be 
done.  The  public  mind  about  parties  seems  to  be  now  con- 
fused  no  direction  has  yet  been  given  to   public   opinion. 

Whilst  the  thing  is  now  in  embrio,  the  germ  may  be  stifled  for  a 
while,  or  otherwise  its  inclination  may  be  directed  so  as  to 
produce  a  political  plant  serviceable  to  our  Country.  In  all 
probability  it  may  require  some  time,  much  inquiry,  and  a 
judicious  pruner ;  to  cultivate  this  plant  to  the  most  advantage. 
The  passions  of  the  characters  on  the  present  Theatre  of  times, 
are  to  be  consulted;  which  cannot  be  done  by  any  man  to  the 
best  advantage,  unless  he  is  in  the  Legislature.     This  you  know 


^See  note  1,  Steele  to  Williams,  July  27,   1803. 
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much  better  than  I  can  exemplify.  You  are  the  man  Sir,  to 
whom  I  should  mostly  confide  in  this  business.  Your  former 
acquaintance  and  present  standing,  united  with  such  diplomatic 
talents  which  I  conceive  you  to  possess;  complete  you  the  man 
to  direct  the  political  bark  of  l^orth  Carolina.  The  late  di- 
visions in  Congress  have  distracted  the  political  horizon  of  this 
part  of  our  Country.  Political  factions  have  been  subsiding 
for  one  or  two  years  past :  but  now  Sir  the  former  division  of 
federal  and  republican  parties  appear  to  be  totally  abolished. 
The  Chieftains  of  the  new  parties  about  to  be  formed  will 
shortly  be  enlisting  recruits  to  their  standards. 

Your  friend  &  obedient 
servant 

Eob"^.  Williams 
General   Steele. 
IsTotation  by  Steele 
"Maj.  Eobt.  Williams 
Apr.  28th  1806 

Answ.  July  10th  1806 
Copy  of  Answ  within." 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Joseph  Nourse  to  John  Steele 

[April  30,  1806] 
My  dear  Sir 

I  duly  received  your  esteemed  Letter  and  have  the  arrange- 
ment with  the  printer  for  sending  you  on  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer as  you  will  observe  by  his  Receipt  herewith  transmitted 
Inclosed  is  a  Check  indorsed  to  you  for  $95.66/100 
I  reed.  Dividend  at  Office  D  D  in  this  City  31  Mch  1806  $60 
Bank  Columbia  1  March  1806  46 


105 
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overremitted  31  Drs.  1805 8 

Smiths  Bill    1.34 

Check  as  above 95.66 


$105. 

I  regret  that  any  notice  shou'd  have  been  taken  at  the  post 
Office  in  this  City  of  my  having  extended  my  Franks  beyond 
the  prescription  of  Law ;  because  it  interferes  with  an  expression 
of  friendly  Services  I  cou'd  wish  to  shew:  It  was  not  however 
in  the  Letter  you  sent  me;  but  one  a  Packet  I  sent  to  a  friend 
and  which  has  obliged  me  to  be  more  cautious  but  let  not  this 
prevent  you  in  future  sending  any  Packet  similar  to  the  one 
you  sent  me ;  it  however  deprived  you  of  the  pleasure  you  wou'd 
have  reed,  in  a  bundle  of  old  ISTewspapers  (foreign)  from  the 
Department  of  State,  which  I  shou'd  have  sent  you,  but  for  the 
remark  from  the  Post  office. 
I  am  Dr.  Sir 

Your  assured  friend  &  Servt 

Joseph  !N^ouese 
City  of  Washington  30th  April  1806. 
John  Steele  Esq. 
Addressed:  John  Steele  Esqr. 
Salisbury 

!North  Carolina 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collection  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Hayioood  to  (John)  Steele 

Raleigh  25th  June  1806. 
My  dear  Sir, 

Immediately  after  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  2d  currt. 
by  Mr.  Henderson/  I  applied  at  Mr.  Boylans  Store  for  the 
Books  you  wished,  and  procured  for  you  Forsyth  on  fruit 
Trees  &c.  &c.  which  is  herewith  forwarded,  ^^l^ew  Market,  or 
an  Essay  on  the  Turf'  could  not  be  had  there,  nor  is  it  to  be 


^Archibald   Henderson,   of   Salisbury. 
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liad  at  Gales's^  or  any  otlier  Book  Store  in  this  place — I  applied 
and  Sent  to  all  of  them. — Mr.  Boylan^  liad  one  Volume  of 
"New  Market"  only,  and  tliat  an  old  one ;  part  of  a  broken  Sett 
lie  brought  from  the  late  Mr.  Hodge's  Library  at  Halifax,  as 
I  understood : — He  said,  however,  that  if  the  Sett  were  com- 
plete, the  Books  would  not  answer  the  purpose  for  which  you 
wished  them;  as  they  treated  principally  on  the  business  of 
duelling,  the  rules  of  honor,  &c.  &c.  and  touched  but  slightly 
only  on  the  Subject  of  keeping  &  training  Horses  :  this  being  the 
case  it  will,  probably,  Strike  you  as  it  does  me,  that  the  Title  but 
illy  accords  with  the  Subject  matter  treated  of : — I  regret  it  is 
not  in  my  pov/er  to  procure  this  Book  for  you,  knowing  from 
former  &  sad  experience  that  every  aid  almost  is  necessary  to 
ensure  Success  on  the  Turf.  I  was  always  negligent  and  tardy 
and  was  always  beaten,  after  having  expended  as  much  and 
perhaps  more  in  keeping  than  my  more  Successful  Competitors 
— they  appeared  to  know  much  and  I  know  but  little  of  the 
proper  and  best  modes  of  keeping  &  training — I  think  you 
would  do  well  to  procure  this  or  some  other  Book  which  may 
be  preferable  from  Philada.  or  I*^ew  York,  as  your  Keeper 
needs  instruction  and  it  is  not  probable  the  proper  Books  can 
be  had  from  any  of  the  Shops  in  the  State,  and  much,  very 
much  depends  on  keeping  and  training  the  Colts  you  intend 
Starting.  I  have  a  fine  Colt  this  Spring  from  Carneys  Citizen 
— I  have  others,  one  and  two  years  old,  from  other  Horses  but 
they  are  not  handsome. 

I  Send  you  within  the  Cover  of  your  Book  forty  eight  Dol- 
lars in  Cash  and  Boylans  Rect.  for  two  Dollars  paid  him  for 
your  Book,  equal  in  the  whole  to  Fifty  Dollars,  the  Amt.  of  the 
June  quarters  Interest  due  your  Daughter  on  her  Stock  in  the 
Books  of  the  Loan  Ofiice  here. 

My  Brother  Sherwood  is  in  health  and  is  proud  and  happy 
at  being  remembered  by  you — He  begs  you  to  accept  his 
Respects  and  to  be  assured  of  his  grateful  Regards.     I  en- 


^Joseph  Gales,  editor  of  the  Republican  newspaper  at  Raleigh, 
the  Raleigh  Register. 

^William  Boylan,  editor  of  the  Federalist  newspaper  at  Raleigh 
The  Minerva.  See  'below,  letter  to  Steele  from  Boylan,  April  28, 
1807.  Note  1.  The  newspaper  offices  at  this  period  were  also 
the  booksellers. 
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quired  of  Judge  Taylor^  with  respect  to  the  Standing,  at 
Washington,  of  your  other  Protegee  his  Brother : — He  said 
James  has  been  treated  with  much  consideration  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury : — has  been  consulted  as  to  the  proper  place 
for  fixing  the  Oifice  under  the  Act  you  allude  to  &c.&c.  and  has 
ultimately  been  appointed  Collector : — that  this  appointment 
will  be  probably  worth  one  third  more  than  his  late  one — and 
that  upon  the  whole,  James  seems  to  be  a  favorite  with  the 
Secretary  and  has  been  complimented  on  the  accuracy  and 
intelligence,  if  it  be  a  good  word,  of  his  Returns ;  and  has  been 
rewarded  with  a  new  and  more  profitable  Commission,  through 
his  good  Offices  as  it  is  Supposed — at  least  I  so  understood 
the  matter. 

The  feelings  of  our  friend  General  Moore^  have  been  much 
wounded  by  the  awkward  manner  in  which  the  business  of  the 
charge  against  him,  made  by  Glass  &  Clary,  has  been  managed : 
I  hope,  however,  that  they  are  now  in  a  great  degree  Soothed 
and  at  ease;  Seeing  that  he  and  all  his  friends,  who  appear 
indeed  the  whole  of  the  Community  here,  are  Satisfied  that  not 
a  Shade  of  Suspicion,  even  can  possibly  rest  on  his  character 
in  the  mind  of  any  person  of  common  sense  in  consequence  of 
a  charge  so  unlikely — so  unfounded  and  false — indeed  so  im- 
possible; and  that  too  when  made  or  brought  forward  by  two 
such  fellows,  as  Glass  and  Clary — the  mere  Outcasts  and  Refuse 
of  Men — the  disgrace  of  human  nature — Not  a  Soul  believes 
a  word  of  their  foul  and  base  charge  here,  and  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt  but  Genl.  Moore  is  felt  for  and  stands  as  high  in 


^John  Lewis  Taylor,  judge  of  Superior  Court  1798-1818,  and  Chief 
Justice  1818-1829. 

^Brigadier-General  John  Moore,  of  Lincoln  County,  member  of  the 
Commons  for  fifteen  years  between  1788  and  1806  and  Speaker  in 
the  latter  year.  General  Moore,  having  been  particularly  active 
in  bringing  to  trial  before  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  at  Ral- 
eigh in  1805-6  certain  counterfeiters,  the  principals  being  Abraham 
Collins,  Allen  Twitty,  Josiah  Glass,  and  Robert  Clary,  was  in  turn 
charged  by  the  culprits  with  complicity  in  their  activities.  Moore 
was  even  temporarily  arrested  under  the  charge,  much  to  the  shock 
of  public  opinion  and  the  chagrin  of  his  large  circle  of  friends. 
On  June  24,  1806,  he  was  completely  exonerated  by  a  grand  jury, 
as  well  as  by  a  published  statement  signed  by  all  the  legal  talent 
and  leading  citizens  in  Raleigh.  For  a  very  interesting  account 
of  this  episode  see  Raleigh  Register,  June  30,  1806,  also  see  note  on 
Moore  in  letter  of  Haywood  to  Steele,  June  19,  1805. 
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the  estimation  of  all  wlio  know  him  as  lie  ever  did : — ^I  was  Sure 
this  would  be  the  case,  and  have  been  gratified  and  rejoiced  at 
the  ardor  &  zeal  with  which  all  seemed  to  rally  'round  him,  and 
offer  assurances  of  their  unabated  esteem  and  Regards. — ^If 
Clary  could  have  been  had,  it  would  not  have  been  in  the  power 
of  Genl.  Moore  to  save  him  from  the  people — not  the  mob,  but 
the  better  sort : — He  would  certainly  have  been  tarred  '& 
feathered,  let  in  a  well,  &c.  as  I  am  told,  &  very  likely  killed 
with  stripes  &  blows.  I  am  glad  this  did  not  happen — it  is 
better  as  the  matter  now  rests : — all  make  common  cause  with 
the  General,  and  all  damn  &  condemn  his  accusers,  as  the 
basest  and  most  unprincipled  of  Yillians. 

We  have  tolerable  prospects  in  the  cropping  way — I  hope 
yours  may  be  good  and  that  the  Cotton  may  yield  more 
abundantly  than  it  did  last  year.  I  offer  my  affectionate 
Regards  and  remain  as  ever.  Much  yours 


John  Haywood. 


Genl.  Steele. 
A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Steele  to  Robert  Williams 

Salisbury  July  10<^^.  1806 
Dear  Sir 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  obliging  favor  of  the  28**^  April  I 
have  been  prevailed  upon  to  offer  my  services  to  the  people  of 
the  Town^  in  the  next  Assembly  in  which  capacity  it  w**. 
gratify  me  exceedingly  to  be  useful  to  my  country  and  friends 
in  the  degree  which  the  partiality  of  y''.  friendship  for  me 
induces  you  to  anticipate. — My  disposition  to  be  so  can  not 
be  overrated  and  if  I  possessed  abilities  equal  to  that  disposition 
you  sh**.  not  be  disappointed ;  but  these  my  friend  are  moderate, 
very  moderate  indeed,  compared  with  the  estimate  which  you 
have  formed  of  them. — 


^Steele  was  chosen  at  the  succeeding  election  as  borough  mem- 
ber from  Salisbury  to  the  House. 
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Having  lately  understood  that  CoP.  Polk^  will  set  out  shortly 
for  the  Western  country  I  would  write  to  him  by  this  mail  but 
am  not  certain  my  letter  would  find  him  in  Raleigh,  as  he  was 
not  there  a  few  days  ago — If  returned  be  so  good  as  to  present 
my  respects  to  him  and  inform  him  that  I  have  a  small  matter 
of  business  in  that  country  which  I  w^.  wish  to  confide  to  him 
and  will  thank  him  to  give  me  a  call  on  his  way  out. 

Maj^  Rob*.  Williams 

[Copy,  unsigned] 
Raleigh 

Collection  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Steele  to  Nathan  Chaffin 

Salisbijey  Septemr.  4th  1806. 
Sir, 

Not  having  had  the  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  since  the 
small  payment  which  you  made  in  March  last,  and  being  much 
in  need  of  money,  I  must  request  that  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  bring  or  send  by  some  safe  hand  the  balance  due  to  me 
as  soon  as  possible.* 

Your  friend  &  Servt 
I^athan  Chaffin  Esqr. 

*I  would  have  gone  to  see  you  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  it 
before  now,  but  the  uncertainty  of  finding  you  at  home  pre- 
vented me.  Your  resources  are  so  ample  that  I  am  sure  you 
can  pay  me  at  any  time  without  the  smallest  inconvenience  and 
considering  my  personal  necessity  I  hope  you  will  not  fail  to 
oblige  me  by  a  settlement  in  full  in  the  course  of  our  ensuing 
supr.  Court. 

Copy  (in  SteeWs  writing). 

John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


'William  Polk. 
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John  Haywood  to  John  Steele 

Ealeigh  Y  October  1806 
Dear  Sir, 

By  M'".  Morgan,  of  your  neigliborliood,  who  is  liere  on  busi- 
ness for  tbe  Sberiff  of  Rowan,  I  bave  the  pleasure  of  forwarding 
to  you  berewitb  enclosed,  fifty  Dollars,  in  ITotes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  wbicb  I  hope  will  prove  genuine;  being 
amo*.  of  tbe  In*,  due  your  Daughter  on  ber  stock  on  the  Books 
of  tbe  Loan  Office  for  iJ^'^Carolina,  for  tbe  September  quarter 
now  expired. 

On  bearing  you  are  elected  and  will  probably  take  a  Seat 
in  our  next  Assembly,^  I  did  intend  to  offer  to  you  my  services 
in  procuring  a  Room  for  your  own  during  tbe  Session,  but 
early  understood  you  were  expected  and  bad  consented  to  stay 
witb  CoP.  Polk:^ — If  tbis  is  so,  I  am  glad  of  it;  because  you 
could  not  be  so  well  accommodated  elsewbere : — if  tbere  sbould 
be  any  mistake  in  tbe  report  and  you  will  inform  me,  I  will 
lose  no  time  in  endeavoring  to  procure  for  you  tbe  best  Rooms 
to  be  bad:  I  consider,  bowever,  tbat  you  are  provided  for,  as 
I  understand  from  my  Brother  tbat  M'*®.  Polk^  expects  both 
yourself  and  your  Daughter,*  in  consequence  of  a  Letter  some 
time  since  received  from  her  Husband. 

I  hope  you  and  your  family  have  escaped  the  fall  fever  which 
latterly  lays  so  many  low  in  your  Country,  and  that  you  are  all 
in  health : — My  Wife  is  not  well,  having  been  for  several  weeks 
afflicted  with  Cough  and  occasionally  a  Pain  in  the  Breast, 
which  has  been  very  troublesome : — our  Children  are  well,  and 


^Steele  served  as  borough  Representative  in  the  Commons  for 
Salisbury  in  the  State  Legislative  session,  November  17,  1806,  to 
December  21,  1806. 

^Colonel  William  Polk.  See  above,  Haywood  to  Steele,  September 
30.  1802  for  note. 

^Colonel  William  Polk's  second  wife,  Sarah  Hawkins  Polk,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  1801.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Philemon 
Hawkins,  Jr.,  of  Warren  County.  This  Mrs.  Polk  was  the  mother 
of  Leonidas  Polk,  bishop  of  Louisiana  and  Lieutenant-General  in 
the  Confederate  service.  He  was  born  at  Raleigh,  April  10,  1806, 
and  killed  at  the  battle  of  Pine  Mountain,  June  14,  1864. 

^Probably  the  eldest  surviving  daughter  of  Steele,  Margaret  Gil- 
lespie Steele,  born  January  31,  1790.  In  1819  she  married  Dr. 
Stephen  Ferand  and  died  May  13,  1824. 
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I  flatter  myself  I  shall  be  able  to  present  to  you  five  as  fine 
Boys^  as  you  have  at  any  time  seen : — My  Daughter^  grows, 
but  does  not  appear  to  me  so  handsome  as  I  formerly  thought 
her: — However,  she  is  pretty  well,  and  when  we  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you,  I  will  get  you  to  pass  on  the  counte- 
nances of  them  all  in  a  group. 

I  beg  you  to  be  assured  of  my  affectionate  Regards  and  to 
believe  me,  with  friendship  and  esteem  and  ever, 

Yours, 

John  Haywood. 

Gen^  Steele. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


William  Thornton^  to  (John)  Steele 

City  of  Washington  27th  Octr.1806. 

My  worthy  Friend — 

I  have,  in  consequence  of  various  Engagements,  deferr'd  till 
now  the  Address  to  the  Legislature  of  your  State,^  but  I  hope 
it  will  yet  arrive  nearly  as  soon  as  you  will  meet.  I  send  the 
Papers  open  to  be  perused  by  you  and  our  respectable  Friend 
Mr.  Duffey,^  and  hope  they  will  meet  with  your  Approbation. 
The  Gentlemen  who  are  Directors  are  generally  of  high  re- 
spectability. You  know  Doctor  Tucker^  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  and  I  think  also  Mr.  Carroll  our  President,  who 


^See  Haywood's  sketch  of  John  Haywood,  Biog.  Hist,  of  N.  C, 
Vol.  VI,  pp.  280-288  for  references  to  names  and  fortunes  of  Hay- 
wood's numerous   children. 

^Eliza  Eagles,  eldest  child  of  Haywood.     See  note  above. 

^See  Thornton  to  Steele,  February  2,  1804,  note  1,  for  sketch  of 
Thornton. 

^Steele  was  a  member  of  the  Commons  for  Salisbury  in  1806. 

^William  Duffy,  of  Fayetteville  an  able  lawyer  and  advocate, 
died  in  1810.  See  Hoyt,  The  Papers  of  Archibald  D.  Murphey,  Vol. 
I,  pp.  6,  8,  9;  II,  351-352,  et  seq.  He  represented  Fayetteville  in 
the  Assembly  in  1806. 

^Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  delegate  to  the  Congress  of  the  Confed- 
eration,  1787-88;    member  of  Congress  from   Sou'th  Carolina,   1789- 
1793;   Treasurer  of  U.  S.  1801  until  his  death,  1828. 
Vol.  2—2 
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signs  the  Petition,  in  our  behalf.  Colonel  Mercer/  the  late 
Governor  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Key,^  lately  one  of  the  District 
Judges  &  now  elected  a  Memeber  of  Congress,  Colo :  Van  JN'ess,^ 
President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  "Washington,  I 
believe  you  likewise  know.  Mr.  Teakle  is  also  a  respectable 
Gentleman.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  state  to  any  of  the 
Members  of  the  General  Assembly  the  Characters  of  these 
Gentlemen.  I  am  in  hopes  that  our  Exertions  may  tend  to  the 
Advantage  of  your  State,  and  therefore  I  may  with  propriety 
request  the  kind  aid  of  my  Friend;  wishing,  if  any  Altera- 
tions are  requisite,  they  may  be  made,  that  nothing  may  prevent 
the  passage  of  the  Bill.* 
I  am 

dear  Sir,  with  the  joint  good  wishes 
of  my  Family,  for  your  Health  &  happiness, 
sincerely  &  respectably 

yr.  obliged  Friend  &c. 

William  Thornton. 
Honble.  General  Steele. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Matt  (hew)  Brandon^  to  John  Steele 
Dear  Sir. 

Having  failed  in  my  expectation  of  a  personal  interview  with 
you,  previous  to  your  setting  out  for  Raleigh,  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  addressing  a  few  lines  to  you,  on  subjects  that  I 


^John  P.  Mercer,  member  of  Confederation  Congress;  member 
Constitutional  Convention,  Philadelphia,  1787;  Representative  in 
Congress  from  Maryland,  1792-94;  Governor  of  Maryland,  1801-1803; 
died  1821. 

^Philip  Barton  Key,  Representative  from  Maryland,  1807-1813. 

^John  P.  Van  Ness,  member  of  Congress  from  New  York,  1801- 
1803.  President  the  Washington  Branch  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
and  Mayor  of  Washington. 

^The  subject  of  this  letter  relates  to  the  purpose  of  Thornton 
and  others  to  secure  a  concession  for  operation  of  cer'cain  gold 
mines  in  Cabarrus  County.  See  letter  of  J.  Jackson  and  John 
Lowell  to  Steele,  April  17,  1807. 

'Matthew  Brandon,  of  Rowan,  and  represented  his  county  in  the 
Commons  frequently  between.  1796  and  1803.  He  was  Senator  from 
Rowan  in  1805. 
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conceive  to  be  higUy  interesting  to  tlie  peace  and  happiness  of 
us  all,  as  social  beings.  Tbe  first  thing  that  I  shall  here  mention, 
is  our  Criminal  Code,  as  far  as  it  respects  slaves.  It  does  ap- 
pear to  me,  to  be  both  unjust  and  impolitic,  to  have  slaves 
tryed  by  the  same  laws,  that  those  of  stronger  intellects  are 
tryed  by; — or  at  least,  those  that  have  greater  opportunities  of 
acquiring  knowledge.  For  myself  I  confess  I  have  long  been 
of  the  opinion,  that  mild  laws,  and  a  rigid  execution,  were  a 
much  greater  check  on  vice,  than  those  of  a  more  sanguinary 
nature,  with  a  lax  execution.  But  Sir,  when  we  appeal  to  fact 
and  experience,  we  must  clearly  discover  a  defficiency  in  our 
criminal  laws,  as  far  as  they  respect  slaves;  for  if  I  am  not 
much  mistaken,  there  is  not  amongst  us,  one  capital  punish- 
ment, for  ten  crimes  that  are  committed.  This  relexation  in 
the  execution  of  our  laws,  I  take  to  be  entirely  owing  to  their 
severity;  and  when  the  poor  wretches  are  prosecuted  for  a 
capital  offence,  I  believe  it  is  seldom  they  get  compleat  and 
ample  Justice  done  them.  With  these  incoherent  observations 
I  submit  to  your  consideration  whether  it  would  not  be  wisdom 
&  sound  policy  in  the  legislature  of  ^.  Carolina,  to  abolish 
capital  punishments  except  it  be  for  3  or  4  crimes  of  the 
deepest  dye,  for  crimes  committed  by  slaves;  and  substitute 
in  their  room,  some-thing  more  lenient,  and  consequently  more 
certain ; 

There  are  also,  some  penal  statutes  of  this  State,  that  in  my 
opinion,  well  deserve  a  revisal  of  the  legislature.  The  Act 
against  bringing  slaves  into  the  State  for  sale,  appears  plausible 
in  theory,  but  pernicious  in  practice.  The  truth  is,  that  I  have 
never  once  heard  of  one  solitary  instance,  of  that  law  being  put 
in  execution,  through  pure,  and  patriotic  motives;  and  I  think 
it  at  least  probable,  that  it  has  been  the  cause  of  hindering 
many  good  men  of  making  gain  in  that  way,  and  have  thrown 
the  business  into  the  hands  of  others  less  deserving,  and  less 
tenacious  of  violating  the  laws  of  their  country.  If  these  be 
facts,  I  think  it  high  time,  that  the  Act  should  be  some  how 
amended,  repealed,  or  at  least,  a  limitation  proscribed  for 
prosecuting  for  the  penalty.    In  fine,  I  think  all  penal  statutes, 
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ought  to  have  a  time  limited,  for  prosecuting  for  the  penalty 
annexed  to  them. 

I  had  several  other  things  in  view,  to  mention  to  you  viva 
voce,  had  opportunity  offered,  but  as  it  did  not,  I  feel  disposed 
to  omit  them  here,  not  doubting  but  your  best  endeavors  will  be 
exerted,  to  forward  the  great  object  of  morals  &  legislation, — 
The  general  good  and  happiness  of  man. 

I  am  Dear  Sir,  with  all  due  regard  &  esteem,  your 
devoted  friend  &  very  humble  servt. 

Matt.  Brandon. 
:N'ovr.  20th  1806. 

P.S.     Best  compliments  to  all  enquiring  friends  at  Raleigh, 
and  excuse  all  inaccuracies,  for  I  wrote  in  great  haste. 
Addressed :     Gen^  John  Steele. 

Member  of  the  house  of  Com°^ 
from  the  Borough 
of  Salisbury 
Raleigh 

]sr  c. 

By  mail 
or  otherwise 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Evan  Alexander^  to  John  Steele 

Washington  Dec.  12*^.  1806. 
Dear  Sir 

When  I  had  last  the  pleasure  of  a  short  conversation  with 
you  at  Raleigh  I  fully  intended  the  subject  should  be  resumed 
that  day.  Time  however  did  not  avail  me  for  that  purpose 
In  the  course  of  the  evening  of  that  day  I  mixed  a  good  deal 


^Evan  Alexander,  of  Rowan  County,  succeeded  Nathaniel  Alex- 
ander as  member  of  Congress,  February  24,  1806  ('the  latter  hav- 
ing been  elected  Governor  of  the  State  by  the  legislature).  He 
served  from  that  date  through  the  Ninth  and  Tenth  Congresses, 
and  had  been  member  of  the  State  Legislature  1796,  1798-1802  from 
'the  borough  of  Salisbury. 
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with  Members  of  Assembly  &  the  conversation  turning  on  the 
appointments  to  be  made  on  tbe  supposition  of  the  'New  Judi- 
ciary bilP  passing  into  a  law,  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  have 
many  warm  friends  of  it  declare  they  would  not  be  governed 
in  their  votes  by  party  spirit  or  personal  motives  but  by  the 
ability,  integrity  &  dignity  alone  of  the  candidate.  It  is  with 
regret  I  just  now  hear  by  M^.  Milledge  that  the  bill  had  finally 
passed  the  house  of  Commons.  If  this  be  correct  &  and  I  have 
not  any  reason  to  question  the  accuracy  of  the  information, 
I  count  upon  it  as  almost  certain  that  it  will  pass  in  the 
Senate,  I  confess  to  you  I  had  always  as  strong  hopes  of  the 
defeat  of  the  bill  with  you  as  in  the  other  House,  grounded  on 
the  greater  ability  with  which  it  could  be  opposed  there  on  the 
probability  of  some  amendments  which  might  be  offered  & 
perhaps  made  &  the  greater  chance  for  confusion  '&  dissension 
among  the  friends  of  the  bill.  Among  those  that  I  tho't  of  to 
fill  the  place  of  Judge  were  Messrs  Harris,"  Duffy,^  Y/right.* 
The  first  I  was  told  would  serve,  Duffy  I  spoke  to  but  he  seemed 
to  treat  it  with  disdain.  M''.  Wright  I  was  fearful  would  not 
accept  the  office.  He  is  quite  independent  I  am  told.  But  he 
has  no  doubt  a  good  stock  of  love  of  Country.    He  is  therefore 


^This  bill  passed  into  law  in  December,  1806,  and  made  a  radical 
reorganization  of  the  judicial  system  in  North  Carolina.  By  it  a 
Superior  Court  was  established  in  each  of  the  sixty  counties  then 
composing  the  State  and  these  districted  into  six  circuits  of  ten 
counties,  each,  a  judge  being  assigned  to  each  circuit.  Prior  to  1806 
there  had  been  no  circuit  court  system,  but  eight  Superior  Courts, 
residing  at  permanen'c  Superior  Court  towns  and  serving  the  coun- 
ties of  district.  The  prestige  of  the  old  district  court  towns  was  de- 
stroyed by^  the  new  law,  and  lawyers  were  now  forced  to  travel  the 
circuits  with  'che  judges  to  serve  the  client  in  his  own  county  court 
instead  as  formally  to  draw  him  to  the  old  district  court  town  as 
a  legal  center.  The  new  law  also  radically  regulated  and  reduced 
attorneys',  sheriffs',  and  clerks'  fees,  thus  producing  strong  protest 
and  opposition  from  the  bar.  For  the  laws  see  A  Manual  of  the 
Laws  of  North  Carolina  (4th  ed.  Raligh,  1819)  by  John  Haywood, 
and  1  ifurphey's  Reports  (5  N.  C.)   443. 

^Edward  Harris,  of  Craven,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
for  the  borough  of  New  Bern,  1802-1803,  and  county  member  in 
1807.   He  was  a  judge  of  Superior  Court  1811-13. 

^William  Duffy,  able  and  erratic  teacher  of  law,  duelist,  member 
of  House  of  Commons  from  Fayetteville  1806,  died  in  1810. 

*Joshua  Granger  Wright,  of  New  Hanover  County,  member  of 
the  Commons  for  Wilmington  1792-1796  and  1799-1808;  Speaker  of 
Commons  1807-1808;  judge  of  the  Superior  Courts  1808-1811;  died 
1811. 
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to  be  addressed  on  that  &  on  the  score  of  pride  &  the  dignity  of 
the  Barr.  I  pray  God  you  may  be  able  to  disappoint  certain 
persons  somehow  &  to  preserve  the  sanctity  of  our  ermine  un- 
polluted &  pure.  We  have  very  little  business  doing  in  Con- 
gress. A  bill  passed  the  house  of  Representatives  soon  after  my 
arrival  here  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  non-importation 
act^  &  this  day  has  passed  the  Senate 

I  will  not  make  any  apoligy  for  the  enclosed  as  it  contains 
inteligence  of  such  infinite  moment  &  importance.  Present  my 
best  compliments  to  your  family  &  believe  me  to  be  with 
sentiments  of  high  esteem  &  consideration 

Your  mo  obt  & 

very  ff®.  Servt. 
Gen^.  Steele.  E.  Alexander. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Joseph  Chamhers  to  John  Steele 

Washington  December  20*^^.  1806. 
My  dear  S.ir. 

Your  favor   of   30*^.   October  I   did  not   receive  until  last 
thursday,  it  arrived  here  Tvhile  I  was  in  Philadelphia. 

M"^.  Mulls  account  enclosed  under  cover  to  M"^.  l^ourse^  was 
received  before  I  left  this  place  on  my  way  to  Philadelphia  and 


^In  England's  Naval  pressure  against  France  under  Napoleon 
after  the  renewal  of  war  in  1804  she  continually  interfered  with 
neutral  commerce  in  such  fashion  as  to  blot  ou'c  American  commer- 
cial prosperity.  President  Jefferson's  policy  was  to  touch  her  in  the 
purse  by  a  series  of  non-importation,  non-intercourse,  and  embargo 
acts  of  the  American  Congress,  none  of  which  were  really  successful 
or  enabled  America  to  avoid  war  ultimately.  The  reference  above 
is  to  the  firs'c  of  these  acts  passed  by  Congress  April  18,  1806, 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  certain  articles  from  Great  Britain 
or  her  colonies  after  November  15.  But  on  December  19  the  act 
was  suspended  until  July  1,  1807,  and  upon  Britain's  refusal  to 
yield  the  points  in  controversy  the  first  embargo  was  laid  by  the 
American  Congress  December  22,  1807. 

^Joseph  Nourse,  born  in  London,  1754,  immigrated  to  America 
just  before  the  Revolution,  became  secretary  to  General  Charles 
Lee  in  Virginia  at  the  opening  of  war  in  1776,  was  assistant  ad- 
jutant-general's clerk  and  paymaster  of  the  Board  of  War  1777-81, 
and  register  of  Uni'ced  States  Treasury  1781-1829.  He  died  in  Wash- 
ington  in   1841. 
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upon  my  explanations  was  admitted  at  tlie  War  Office,  and 
your  claim  will  be  admitted  wlien  presented. 

Immediately  on  tlie  receipt  of  your  letter  I  applied  to  Cap*. 
Jolin  Davidson/  for  information  of  the  present  value  of  the 
Stocks  noticed  in  your  letter,  and  lie  shew  me  his  last  advices 
from  M^Ewen  &  Co.  principal  Brokers  Philadelphia  which 
stated  8  per  cents  at  1051/^$  Columbia  bank  Shares  of  100$ 
par,  of  40$  at  42$  the  Columbia  stock  in  demand : — I  made  the 
inquiry  as  if  wishing  to  purchase,  and  he  informed  me  with  the 
enclosed  memorandum. 

There  is  little  prospect  of  an  early  peace  in  Europe.^  Peace 
would  very  much  enhance  the  value  of  stock. 

I  am  pleased  to  hear  of  the  fair  price  the  planters  are  likely 
to  obtain  for  their  Cotton. 

I  have  delayed  here  some  days,  in  order  to  get  such  informa- 
tion as  might  enable  me  to  make  some  calculations  of  the 
probable  course  of  political  events  for  the  ensuing  year,  but 
from  the  little  progress  made  by  the  Legislature,  I  have  not 
succeeded,  some  think  the  delay  in  Legislative  business  is  to 
have  time  to  heal  the  schism  of  the  last  session,^  in  this  I  think 
they  will  fail  and  the  debates  towards  the  close  of  the  Session 
will  I  expect,  be  warm  and  acrimonious. 

I  regret  that  I  was  detained  so  long  in  Philadelphia  but 
could  not  avoid  it : — We  subalterns  must  submit  to  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  our  superiors  in  authority.     I  have  settled  all  my 


^Probably  John  Davidson,  third  son  of  Brigadier  William  Lee 
Davidson  (who  was  killed  1781,  at  Cowan's  Ford  on  the  Catawba 
in  the  iight  to  retard  Cornwallis'  advance  to  Guilford). 

^The  Revolutionary  and  Napoleonic  epoch  in  Europe  kept  Ameri- 
can political  and  economic  life  at  unusual  tension  from  the  very 
birth  of  the  nation  in  1787  to  the  fall  of  Napoleon  in  1815. 

^The  Ninth  Congress,  December  2,  1805  to  December  1,  1806,  had 
resulted  in  much  factional  difficulty  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  Jefferson  had  maintained  even  the  appearance  of  solidar- 
ity with  the  greatest  difficulty.  John  Randolph  was  chairman  of 
the  Ways  and  Means  commi'ctee  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
a  close  personal  friend  of  Nathaniel  Macon,  Speaker  of  the  House, 
and  these  two  were  showing  strong  inclination  to  assert  Congres- 
sional control  in  domestic  and  international  relations.  More- 
over it  was  in  this  period  tha'c  the  friends  of  Madison  and  of  Mon- 
roe were  beginning  to  maneuver  for  place  for  their  respective  can- 
didates. See  Schouler's  History  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  II,  pp. 
105-125. 
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business  to  my   entire  satisfaction  and  will  be  at   Salisbury 
before  the  1^*.  of  January  next. 

Give  my  respectful  compliments  to  M''^.  &  Miss  Steele  and  a 
kiss  to  Eliza-^ 

I  am  truly  &  Sincerely 
Your 

Joseph  Chambees 
General  Steele 

Addressed  to  General  Jobn  Steele 
Salisbury 

]^orth  Carolina. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


J(ames)  Turner  to  John  Steele 

Washington  1st  January  1807. 
Sir 

I  bave  at  tbis  late  day  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  tbe  6tb  of  Marcb  last,  witb  tbe  notes  and  observations 
you  made  at  tbe  meeting  of  tbe  Commissioners  of  tbe  States  of 
iN'ortb  and  Soutb  Carolina  at  Cbarlotte  in  January  last.  For 
your  attention  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  warmest  acknoledge- 
ments.  And  wben  I  make  known  tbe  reasons  wby  an  answer 
bas  not  been  sooner  returned  I  bope  for  forgiveness  altbougb 
my  neglect  appears  almost  unpardonable. 

Your  letter  came  to  band  at  tbe  very  close  of  tbe  last  Session 
of  Congress ;  tbe  burry  and  bustle  was  so  great  at  tbat  time,  I 
concluded  to  defer  an  answer  untill  my  return  bome,  wbicb 
would  occasion  a  delay  of  only  a  few  days — on  my  arrival  at 
bome  I  bad  scarcely  got  over  tbe  fatigue  of  my  journey,  wben 
my  domestic  misfortunes  commenced,  as  you  must  bave  beard  of 
tbem,  I  sball  not  repeat  tbem.  Tbus  did  one  event  Succeed 
anotber  so,  as  to  give  an  appearance  of  a  disposition  on  my 
part;  of  not  being  disposed  to  return  tbe  Civility  wbicb  you 


^Elizabeth,    youngest    daughter    of    John    Steele,    born   August    5, 
1795. 
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had  with  so  much  politeness  shewn  towards  me — IvTothing,  I 
assure  you  my  dear  sir  could  have  been  farther  from  the 
feelings  of  my  heart  for  it  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  be 
favoured  with  your  correspondence  which  gave  such  full  infor- 
mation on  a  Subject  which  I  had  been  so  recently  engaged  in.^ 

]^ot  being  personally  known  to  Mr.  Monroe^  I  immediately 
on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  got  our  Mutual  friend  Mr.  Macon^ 
to  write  to  him,  to  procure  and  forward  at  as  early  a  day  as 
was  practicable  the  documents  mentioned,  which  letter  was  sent 
to  the  department  of  State,  with  a  request  that  it  might  be 
forwarded  to  London  by  the  first  opportunity — I  entertained 
hopes  that  the  documents^  would  by  this  time  have  been  re- 
ceived, but  no  answer  as  yet  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Mon- 
roe— So  soon  as  any  accounts  are  received  you  shall  be  in- 
formed of  it. 

I  was  extremely  sorry  to  find  you  had  been  unable  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  your  mission.  From  the  discussions  which 
took  place  at  your  former  meeting  and  the  liberality  the  Com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  South  Carolina,  on  that  Occasion 
manifested,  I  had  entertained  sanguine  hopes  you  would  have 
been  able  to  have  adjusted  all  differences,  to  the  mutual  satis- 
faction of  both  States — I  now  fear  such  hopes  are  visionary. 

Would  it  not  be  a  matter  of  some  weight,  to  bring  into  view 
on  any  future  discussion  the  cession  made  by  South  Carolina 
of  her  western  Territory  to  the  United  States;  that  Territory 
has  Since  been  ceded  to  the  State  of  Georgia — neither  of  which 
governments  that  I  have  understood,  have  ever  claimed  any 
farther  north  than  to  the  thirty  fifth  degree  of  Latitude.  I  know 
certainly  that  Georgia  has  not — I  merely  mention  this  as  a 
circumstance  on  which  a  plausable,  if  not  a  conclusive  argu- 
ment may  be  grounded — The  presumption  is,  if  Georgia  con- 


^James  Turner  was  Governor  of  Nor'th  Carolina  from  1802  to 
1805  and  had,  in  1803  initiated  a  new  effort  to  settle  the  boundary 
Questions  with  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  From  1805  to  1816 
he  was  a  United   States   Senator. 

2James  Monroe,  of  Virginia,  at  this  da'ce  minister  to  England. 

^Nathaniel  Macon,  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
Speaker  from  1801  to  1805. 

^Documents  relating  to  the  boundary  issue  between  the  States 
of  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  South  Carolina. 
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sidered  the  orders  of  tlie  King  in  Council  of  tlie  lOth  June  1771, 
conclusive  she  would  claim  accordingly. 

Govr.  Milledge^  and  inyseK  have  had  several  conversations, 
Since  his  arrival  respecting  our  former  correspondence  on  the 
subject  of  the  boundary  of  our  States.  He  says  the  Legisla- 
tures of  Georgia  are  not  disposed  to  deprive  such  persons  in 
our  state  as  entered  Lands  believing  at  the  time  the  Lands  to 
be  in  N^:  Carolina — But  not  such  as  was  entered  by  persons 
knowing  they  would  fall  out  of  the  State  on  the  line  being  ex- 
tended, of  the  latter  description  they  suppose  there  is  large 
quantities  entered  on  speculation — If  a  discrimination  can  be 
made,  and  the  honest  inocent  enterriers  Secured,  I  should  not 
be  concerned  for  the  other  description.  That  our  differences 
with  both  our  neighboring  Sister  States  may  be  settled  on 
equitable  terms  in  my  sincere  wish. 

Col.  Burr^  and  the  preparations  on  the  Ohio  for  a  military 
expedition,  has  engrossed  almost  exclusively  the  conversation 
of  Gentlemen  here;  whatever  might  have  been  the  intention  of 
those  Concerned,  It  believed  that  the  Seizure  of  a  J^umber 
of  Boats  at  Marietta;  and  the  people  having  become  informed 
the  Government  was  not  concerned,  and  does  not  countenance 
the  measure  that  the  whole  will  be  suppressed  with  no  great 
difficulty:  Unless  the  concerned  have  Foreign  aid  and  counte- 
nance which  is  strongly  suspected  to  be  the  case,  owing  to  the 
great  pecuniary  resources  they  appear  to  have  at  command. 

An  attempt  I  understand  will  be  made  to  pass  a  Law  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Seventh  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
the  formation  of  one  other  Circuit,  composed  of  the  States  of 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio;  the  District  Courts  in  those 


^John  Milledge,  many  times  Representative  from  Georgia,  Gov- 
ernor of  that  State,  1802-1806,  and  United  States  Senator,  1806- 
1809. 

^Aaron  Burr.  "The  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr,"  in  prepara- 
tion since  1805,  suddenly  came  to  a  climax  in  January,  1807,  with 
Burr's  descent  of  the  Mississippi  River  with  his  band  of  adven- 
turers. On  reaching  Natchez  he  learned  that  James  Wilkerson, 
commanding  'che  government  forces  at  New  Orleans,  had  betrayed 
him  and  was  preparing  for  his  capture.  Thereupon  Burr  dis- 
banded his  forces  and  sought  to  escape.  See  Barton's  Aaron  Burr, 
and,  for  an  outline  of  the  Burr  conspiracy  and  its  influence  upon 
our  internal  politics,  Schouler's  History  of  the  United  States,  II, 
133-139;    also  Beveridge,   The  Life  of  John  Marshall,  III,   274-546. 
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States,  at  present  tave  tlie  Same  powers  tlie  Circuit  Courts 
have  in  tiie  other  States.  That,  and  probably  the  making  pro- 
vision for  organising  volunteer  Corps,  as  recommended  by  the 
President  in  bis  message  of  the  2nd  December  may  excite  some 
interest,  and  I  think  it  not  improbable  some  warmth. 

The  late  session  of  our  Legislature  turned  out  to  be  an  im- 
portant one,  inasmuch  as  so  great  a  change  in  the  administra- 
tion of  Justice,  as  that  from  the  district  to  the  county  system 
has  prevailed.  The  feelings  of  every  member  who  had  not 
previously  made  up  his  mind  to  favour  the  new  plan,  must  have 
been  excited  in  a  high  degree.  I  regret  much  you  were  unable 
to  defeat  the  measure.  I  think  it  fraught  with  many  and  great 
evils.  The  maner  of  selecting  Jurors  under  the  late  system 
certainly  was  the  best  calculated  to  ensure  an  impartial  trial 
than  any  hitherto  devised.  As  the  change  has  taken  place  I 
hope  my  apprehensions  may  be  groundless,  and  that  the  admin- 
istration of  Justice  may  remain  pure  and  unpoluted. 

With  a  determination  in  future  to  attone  for  my  past  offence 
towards  you,  and  with  assurances  that  if  I  can  in  any  manner 
render  you  service,  it  will  at  all  times  afford  me  particular 
gratification 

I  remain  with  great  respect 

Yr.  Obdt.  Servt. 

J.  Turner. 

Addressed:  John  Steele  Esquire 
Salisbury 

!N'orth  Carolina. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


J  (antes)  Turner  to  John  Steele 

Washington  23d  Jany.  1807. 
Sir 

I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  made  to  Congress  yesterday,  in  consequence  of 
a  call  made  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  giving  a  more 
full  and  certain  statement  of  the  extent   and  object  of  Col. 
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Burr  and  associates  tlian  lias  come  to  tlie  knowledge  of  tke 
Public. 

Doctr.  BoUman/  and  Swartmont^  mentnd.  in  "Wilkinsons 
letter  this  morning  arrived  in  this  City  and  are  under  a  Mili- 
tary guard.  These  are  the  persons  you  will  observe  through 
whom  Burr  made  his  proposition  to  Wilkinson. 

Burrs  object  has  been  to  magnify  his  strength,  and  the  im- 
portance of  his  supporters,  in  an  uncommon  degree,  he  actually 
caused  it  to  be  believed  at  Orleans  that  he  should  decend  the 
Mississippi  with  6  or  8,000  men,  when  in  fact  it  is  not  be- 
lieved he  has  been  able  to  obtain  in  the  whole  western  country 
three  hundred. 

A  plan  has  been  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  reloan  the  debt  of  the  United  States  or  that  part  of  it  Con- 
sisting of  the  old  6  p.ct.  deferred  &  three  p.ct.  stocks  so  as  to 
make  it  redeemable  at  pleasure.  The  three  percents  is  pro- 
posed to  be  reloaned  at  $65  per  each  hundred,  bearing  an 
Interest  of  6  p.ct  on  that  amount — The  inducement  to  the 
holders  to  reloan  is  that  no  partial  payment  of  Principal  is  to 
be  made,  on  any  certificate,  but  the  whole  of  each  Certificate  to 
be  paid  whenever  a  payment  is  made.  By  such  an  arrangement, 
the  whole  debt  of  that  discription  if  nothing  occurs  to  divert 
the  revenue,  will  be  paid  by  the  year  1815. 

I  mentioned  in  my  last  a  proposition  to  add  a  seventh  Judge 
to  Supreme  bench.^  I  think  it  probable  it  will  take  place — a 
Bill  has  passed  the  H.  R.  repealing  the  duty  on  salt  with  only 
5  nays,  some  doubts  are  entertained  whether  the  Senate  will 
concur. 


^Doctor  Justus  Erich  Bollman,  an  early  German-American  with 
a  background  of  adventure  and  in'crigue  in  Europe,  who  entered 
with  enthusiasm  the  Burr  enterprise.  He  was  a  bearer  of  one  of 
the  two  copies  of  a  cipher  letter  from  Burr  to  Wilkerson,  the 
receipt  of  which  by  Wilkerson  was  made  the  opportunity  of  the 
latter  to  betray  Burr. 

^Samuel  Swortmont,  the  bearer  of  the  second  copy  of  the  secret 
cipher  from  Burr  to  Wilkerson. 

^Act  of  February  24,  1807.  This  act  recognized  the  growing  im- 
portance of  the  West,  created  a  seventh  Federal  Court  Circui'c, 
to  be  composed  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  and  added  a 
seventh  justice  to  the  bench  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 
Annals  of  Congress,  1807,  Appendix. 
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.No  further  accounts  from  our  foreign  Ministers,  has  been 
received  that  I  have  heard  of. 

I  am  with  great  respect 
Your  obd.  Servt. 

J.  Turner. 
Genl.  Steele. 
Addressed : 

Genl.  John  Steele  Free  J.  Turner. 

Salisbury- 
North  Carolina. 
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John  Steele  to  William  R.  Davie 

[1807  ?] 

Salisbury  Jany.  24th  18- [torn] 
Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  by  Mr.  Ca  [torn]  your  polite 
requesting  me  to  take  your  house  in  my  way  to  Columbia, 
which  I  certainly  would  have  done  had  I  undertaken  that 
journey  as  the  Governor  requested. — After  I  declined,  he 
deputed  Genl.  Moore^  who  attended  and  with  the  Executive 
of  South  Carolina  agreed  upon  another  meeting  of  the  Com- 
missioners at  York  Ct.  house  in  March. — I  sincerely  wish  the 
dispute  could  be  settled  in  a  way  which  wd.  save  the  dignity  of 
both  states,  though  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  right  of  the 
case  is  clearly  in  North  Carolina  as  far  as  we  have  or  shall 
contend. — I  wish  you  could  [torn]  it  convenient  to  attend  the 
meeting  at  York  [torn]  if  we  cannot  settle  this  dispute,  we  may 
[torn]  about  other  things. — in  which  We  may  at  least  [torn] 
brighten  the  chain  a  little  and  be  satisfied  as  to  the  terms  of 
our  own  inter  [torn] 


^Colonel  John  Moore,  of  Lincoln,  the  colleague  of  S'ceele  in  the 
tedious  boundary  negotiations  with  South  Carolina  extending  over 
the  years  1801-1813  and  being  finally  settled  in  the  latter  year, 
with  Steele  and  Moore  the  principal  agents  in  the  resurc. 
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Make  my  best  respects  to  jr.  family  and  believe  me  to  be 
with  great  regard  yours  &c.  &c. 
Genl.  Davie.^ 

A.L.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Milledge  to  John  Steele 

City  of  Washington 

27tli  Jany.  1807. 
Sir 

Accept  my  tbanks  for  your  letter  of  tbe  22nd  of  last  month. 
I  inclosed  to  Govr.  Irwin^  the  copy  of  the  act  you  had  the 
goodness  to  send  me. 

The  passing  of  the  act^  in  the  way  it  was  done  certainly  ought 
to  be  considered  by  Georgia  as  an  indication  of  the  willingness 
of  1^0.  Caro  to  remove  every  obstacle  of  controversy  between 
the  two  states.  I  have  lately  been  informed  by  Governor  Irwin 
that  Colo^.  riournoy,  Carnes  &  Barnet  are  appointed  Com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  Georgia  to  join  those  that  are  ap- 
pointed by  your  State,  for  ascertaining  and  extending  the 
boundary  line.  Inclosed  is  a  message  of  the  Presidents  respect- 
ing Burrs  conspiracy. 

I  am  told  that  Congress  will  not  be  favored  this  session  with 
a  view  of  Messrs.  Lewis  &  Clarkes  expedition^  to  the  westward, 
it  will  require  it  is  said  some  time  to  arrange  and  revise  their 
journal,^  and  have  their  maps  engraved. 


^General  William  R.  Davie  resided  on  his  South  Carolina  estate, 
"Tivoli"  from  1805  to  his  death  in  1820. 

2Jared  Irwin,  Governor  of  Georgia,  1796-1798,  and  1806-1809,  and 
a  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  1813-1817. 

^Laws  of  North  Carolina,  1806.  This  act  was  an  endeavor  to  pro- 
mote the  early  settlement  of  the  boundary  issue. 

^The  Lewis  and  Clarke  expedition,  for  exploring  the  Missouri  to 
its  source,  crossing  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  reaching  the  Pacific 
by  way  of  the  Columbia  River,  was  a  government  enterprise  begun 
in  the  spring  of  1803  and  successfully  completed  in  the  fall  of 
1806. 

^Much  of  the  results  of  the  Lewis  and  Clarke  expedition  were 
communicated  to  Congress  as  an  executive  document  and  may  be 
found  in  the  appendix  to  the  Annals  of  Congress,  Ninth  Congress. 
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In  a  conversation  with  Capt.  Lewis  lie  informed  me  that  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river  was  in  Latitude  46  d.  12  m.  that 
the  rocky  mountains  which  divide  the  waters  of  the  Missouri 
from  those  which  run  into  the  Pacific  ocean  are  300  miles  in 
width,  that  to  the  west  of  those  mountains  to  the  Coast,  the 
Indians  are  numerous,  and  are  strangers  to  any  kind  of  culti- 
vation, that  they  live  on  roots,  beries,  and  fish,  that  the  Country 
in  general,  is  very  poor  only  here  &  there  spots  fit  for  cultiva- 
tion the  country  sandy,  and  the  principal  growth  fir  trees,  each 
tribe  has  its  enemy,  and  perpetual  war  reigns  among  them. 
The  Senate  yesterday  sent  up  a  bill  suspending  the  writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  for  3  mos.^  The  H.  of  R.  treated  it  with  great 
disrespect  without  even  giving  it  a  2nd  reading  they  voted  it 
out  by  a  very  decided  majority. 

I  am  Sir  with  great  respect,  and  esteem. 
Your  obt.  svt. 
Endorsed:  Jno.  Milledge. 

Governor  Milledge  to 
John  Steele 
Jany.  27th.  1807. 
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(John  Steele)  to  Mr.  (John)  Brown^ 

Salisbury  March  20th.  1807. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  the  encouragement  you  gave  us  when  here 
last,  a  Subscription  has  been  circulated  among  the  inhabitants 
which  we  are  happy  to  inform  you  has  succeeded  fully  equal  to 

Second  Session,  1806-1807,  pp.  1035-1142.  The  journal  kept  by 
Lewis  and  Clarke  was  later  edited  by  Paul  Allen  and  published  in 
two  volumes^  in  1814  by  Bradford  and  Juskeep,  at  Philadelphia. 

^See  Senate  Journal,  January  23,  1807,  Annals  of  Congress,  Ninth 
Congress,  Second  Session,  p.  44.  The  United  States  Senate  was 
somewhat  more  excited  than  the  House  of  Representatives  over  the 
Burr  conspiracy,  which  had  just  reached  a  crisis. 

^Reverend  John  Brown,  who  had  formerly  been  successful  as  a 
teacher  at  Wadesborough,  Anson  County,  was  employed  in  1807  to 
open  the  school  at  Salisbury  to  be  known  as  Salisbury  Academy. 
See  Raleigh  Register,  May  21,  1807;  and  Coon,  C.  L.,  North  Carolina 
Schools  and  Academies,  1790-1840,  for  the  history  of  this  school. 
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our  expectations.  It  is  not  yet  compleat,  but  we  have  ascer- 
tained tliat  the  amount  will  not  fall  short  of  $300,  and  we  have 
some  reason  to  hope  that  a  sufficiency  beyond  that  sum  will  be 
obtained  to  procure  the  house  which  you  fixed  upon  for  the 
grammar  school.  The  people  by  the  terms  of  the  subscription 
authorized  the  application  of  the  excess  beyond  $300  to  that  use. 
On  the  subject  of  boarding  we  are  also  of  opinion  that  no 
doubt  need  be  entertained.  Different  sums  have  been  men- 
tioned; but  the  general  opinion  seems  to  be  in  favor  of  $60 
pr.ann.  exclusive  of  washing  and  candles.  Were  it  fixed  at  a 
less  sum  it  wd.  be  considered  a  sacrifice  of  private  interest  for 
a  public  purpose,  and  of  course  wd.  neither  be  satisfactory  nor 
permanent. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir 
Yery  respectfully 

Your  Obt.  Servants 
The  Eevd. 

Mr.  Brown. 
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Joshua  Grainger  Wright^  to  John  Steele 

Wilmington,  March  23d  1807 
D,ear  Sr. — 

The  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear  are  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  the  establishment  of  agencies  at  Raleigh  &  Salisbury 
for  the  purpose  of  Discount,  would  be  attended  with  advantages 
to  the  citizens  of  the  State  as  well  as  to  the  institutions  over 
which  they  preside,  by  facilitating  to  the  former  the  means  of 
obtaining  loans  &;  to  the  latter  the  advantage  of  an  increased 
circulation  of  its  paper.  Under  this  impression  they  have  come 
to  a  resolution  of  making  the  experiment,  if  it  can  be  done  at 
a  moderate  expense,  and  have  charged  me  with  the  business  of 


^Joshua  Granger  Wright  (1768-1811),  of  "Wilmington,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Commons,  1792-1808,  three  years  excepted,  and  Speaker, 
1807-1808.  He  became  a  judge  of  the  Superior  Courts  in  1808  and 
served  until  his  death.  Raleigh  Register,  June  21,  1811.  He  was 
president  of  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear  at  Wilmington. 
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ascertaining  if  a  proper  person  can  be  got  to  act  as  the  agent 
of  tlie  Bank  at  Salisbury,  on  the  terms  they  consider  the  in- 
terests of  the  Stock  holders  will  Justify  them  in  offering. 

From  M^  D.  Anderson  of  Fayetteville  I  understood  that 
probably  you  would  engage  to  do  so,  and  as  it  would  be  very 
desirable  to  me,  and  every  member  of  the  Board  to  have  the 
establishment  under  your  direction  I  take  the  liberty  of  ad- 
dressing you  on  the  subject  and  Stating  in  general,  the  duties 
of  the  agent  &  the  compensation  offered. 

The  principal  object  of  the  establishment  being  to  increase 
the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear  by  dis- 
counting on  loans  as  in  other  institutions  of  a  similar  kind,  and 
by  exchanging  those  notes  for  any  kind  of  Specie,  State  cur- 
rency or  the  paper  of  any  other  Bank;  the  duty  of  the  agent 
will  be  to  Discount  once  a  week  such  bonds  or  notes  as  may  be 
offered  for  that  purpose  and  to  make  exchanges  as  above  men- 
tioned wherever  opportunities  may  present  themselveie — To 
make  a  weekly  transcript  &  transmit  it  to  the  Bank  by  the 
mail,  of  the  Bank  on  which  the  discounts  are  made  and  of  the 
Cash  on  hand  and  State  of  the  funds  in  his  hands;  and  quar- 
terly a  return  of  the  business  and  profits  of  the  agency.  As  a 
compensation  for  these  services,  the  Directors  will  appropriate 
three  hundred  dollars  as  an  annual  salary,  to  the  agent,  he 
giving  bonds  &  security  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and 
will  furnish  him  with  the  Books  &  Blank  forms  necessary  for 
the  proper  management  of  the  bussiness. — When  they  con- 
sidered the  establishment  as  a  mere  experiment  and  while  the 
institution  itself  is  in  its  infancy  &  Just  beginning  to  yield 
to  the  Stock  holders  a  small  interest  for  the  money  they  have 
embarked  in  it,  the  Directors  in  fixing  the  salary  felt  them- 
selves bound  not  to  go  beyond  what  would  be  deemed  a  com- 
pensation for  the  services  required;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that, 
that  if  the  experiment  should  succeed  &  prove  advantageous 
to  those  interested  in  it,  &  the  business  of  the  agent  increase 
and  become  more  burdensome  than  at  present  it  is  believed 
it  will  be,  &  the  Board  should  still  deem  it  advisable  to  keep  up 
the  establishment,  that  the  salary  in  a  succeeding  year  will  be 
enlarged. — Should  you   accept   of   the   appointment,   measures 

will   be   immediately   taken   to    carry   the    establishment    into 
Vol.  2—3 


498         The  xsToeth  Carolina  Historical  Commission 

operation.  Stock  holders  will  be  appointed  to  assist  yon  in 
making  Discounts  &  probably  some  one  of  tbe  Directors  will 
attend  at  its  commencement. — Sbonld  you  decline,  will  you 
be  so  good  as  to  recommend  some  proper  person  who  would 
engage  in  tbe  business,  to  the  Bank, — 

With  respect  &  esteem 
Your  ob*  Servant 

Jos^.  G.  Wright. 
John  Steele  Esqr 
Salisbury 

A.L.S,  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


R(oher)t  Cochran  to  (John)  Steele 

Fayette  Ville  28th  March  1807 
Dear  Sir, 

I  reed,  yours  by  Major  Pearson  and  have  regretted  since 
that  I  had  not  acknowledged  it  by  the  return  of  Mail  appre- 
hending you  woul'd  become  uneasy  on  account  of  the  delay  in 
Margaret's^  return;  however  as  she  accompanies  this,  she  will 
better  inform  you  why  she  was  unable  to  reach  this  in  time  to 
meet  the  Major,  we  regret  her  leaving  us  so  soon,  but  having 
got  under  way,  &  Ma  jr.  P.^  having  been  longer  from  home  than 
he  expected  we  cannot  urge  them  to  remain  longer. 

Mr.  Anderson  only  returned  last  Evening  from  Wilmington, 
I  informed  him  of  the  contents  of  your  letter  relative  to  the 
Bank  business  requesting  him  to  communicate  with  you  upon 
the  subject,  no  doubt  he  will. 

I  believe  Sheet  Iron  of  any  discription  may  be  had  here,  the 
price  20  cents  p  H. 

We  should  have  been  very  happy  coul'd  you  have  favoured  us 
with  your  company  as  expected,  and  are  convinced  nothing 
would  have  prevented  it  but  the  reasons  you  give. 


^Margare'c  Gillespie  Steele,  youngest  daughter  of  John  Steele. 

^Jesse  A.  Pearson,  son-in-law  to  John  Steele  by  his  marriage  to 
Steele's  oldest  daughter,  Ann  Nesfield  Steele,  in  1804,  and  who  had 
died  within  the  same  year. 
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I  shall  liave  occasion  to  be  in  your  neighborhood  (the  Forks) 
early  in  May,  when  I  shall  as  certainly  be  with  your  family, 
however  I  apprehend  I  shall  not  see  you  as  I  think  you'll  be  on 
the  Boundary  Mission,  believing  it  necessary  you  should  go ; 
My  family  are  all  well  and  join  me  in  their  best  regards. 

Yours  &c. 
Addressed:  Rt.  Cochran. 

General  Steele 
Salisbury. 
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John  Steele  to  Joseph  Blyth 

Salisbury  April  1807. 
Sir 

Since  writing  you  on  the  19th  February  in  Answer  to  yours 
of  the  1st  of  that  month,  I  have  at  the  request  of  the  Governor 
of  this  State,  again  consented  to  act  as  a  Commissioner  for 
extending  the  boundary  line  '&c.  In  this  I  have  been  in- 
fluenced by  a  sincere  desire  to  finish  the  business  in  that 
amicable  manner  and  spirit  of  mutual  accommodation  which 
has  hitherto  prevailed  in  the  discussions  on  this  subject. 

Availing  myself  of  the  permission  expressed  in  your  letter, 
of  appointing  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
missioners, so  that  the  time  be  not  earlier  than  the  middle  of 
April,  I  now  propose  that  they  meet  at  Mrs.  Earles  tavern 
near  the  termination  of  the  line  of  1772  on  thursday  the  20th 
day  of  this  month.  The  other  Commissioners  of  IN^orth  Caro- 
lina have  been  consulted  and  approve  this  arrangement :  And 
it  is  hoped  it  may  be  satisfactory  and  convenient  to  the  Com- 
missioners from  your  State,  of  which  you  will  be  so  good  as 
advise  me  by  the  bearer  a  special  messenger  who  has  orders  to 
wait  your  answer. 

The  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  l^orth  Carolina  would 
have  been  happy  in  meeting  you  at  Columbia  agreeably  to  your 
request,  but  some  circumstances  make  in  inconvenient,  inasmuch 
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as  it  is  remote  from  the  place  where  the  business  must  nec- 
essarily commence,  and  some  of  our  Commissioners  cannot  set 
out  from  home  before  the  16th  instant.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
advantages  you  suggest  from  our  meeting  at  Columbia,  will 
be  answered  by  your  setting  out  from  thence  with  the  apparatus 
requisite  for  performing  the  duties  assigned  us. 

It  is  desirable  on  the  part  of  JSTorth  Carolina  that  we  should 
first  commence  the  business  by  running  and  marking  the 
boundary  from  the  termination  of  the  line  of  1772,  in  order  to 
suit  the  convenience  of  our  Artist  Mr.  Caldwell  whose  presence 
and  assistance  we  expect  only  for  a  short  time,  and  for  the 
further  reason  that  that  part  of  the  line  may  be  compleated 
before  the  putting  out  of  the  leaves  which  would  much  increase 
our  difficulties. 

You  will  be  so  good  as  to  dispatch  the  bearer  of  this  as  soon 
as  convenient  [with  your  answer  to  our  proposition,]  and  in  the 
hope  that  the  proposition  will  meet  yr.  approbation  the  Commrs. 
on  the  part  of  this  State  will  make  the  necessary  arrangement 
to  meet  you  at  the  time  and  place  above  mentioned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir 

With  great  respect  &ca. 

Dr.  Jos.  Blyth. 

[Copy] 


Montfort  Stokes  to  John  Steele 

[April,  1807] 

M.  Stokes  presents  his  respects  to  Genl.  Steele,  and  sends 
him  the  letter  with  the  additions,  which  were  necejssary. 

Mr.  Savage  has  this  day  informed  M.  Stokes  that  Mr.  Blyth 
has  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  killed  a  negro  and  very  much 
hurt  if  not  killed  a  white  man  part  of  the  crew  of  a  Boat. 
They  had  been  trespassing  on  his  rice  land  or  bank,  and  having 
got  into  a  dispute  with  Mr.  Blyth's  negroes,  he  armed  several 
fellows  who  with  himself  fell  upon  the  boats  crew  and  defeated 
them  with  considerable  bloodshed.  Mr.  Savage  adds  that  the 
Town  was  much  exasperated  and  that  there  was  no  doubt  but 
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Mr.  Blyth  would  be  indicted  at  the  Superior  Court  which  sat 
this  week  at  George  Town. 

I  mention  this  circumstance  that  you  may  reflect  on  the 
propriety  of  fixing  on  the  time  it  will  be  proper  for  the  messen- 
ger to  stay  at  Columbia,  should  Mr.  Blyth  not  be  there. 

As  I  am  not  acquainted  at  Columbia  you  will  be  good  enough 
to  write  to  your  Landlord  or  some  resident  in  Columbia  from 
whom  the  messenger  may  receive  information  when  to  return, 
should  Mr.  Blyth  not  arrive  at  Columbia  before  he  is  required 
to  leave  that  place. 

The  messenger  is  ready  to  go  tomorrow,  but  I  wish  to  see  you 
first  &  if  you  are  not  coming  to  Town,  will  ride  down. 

Very  respectfully 

M.  Stokes. 

Endorsed : 

If  Gen.  Stokes  thinks  it  best  that  the  letter  shd.  go  in 
my  single  name,  this  draft  either  with,  or  without  the  small 
additions  which  are  noted,  will  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  me. 

If  Genl.  Stokes  has  leisure  he  will  be  pleased  to  prepare  it  to 
be  dispatched  when  convenient, — and  oblige  his 

Mot.  Obt.  Servt. 

J.  S. 

Mr.  S.  S'ends  herewith  to  Genl.  S.  charts  of  the  whole  line 
from  the  sea  to  Montague  hill  where  the  commrs.  terminated 
in  1772.  When  he  has  examined  them  he  will  be  pleased  to 
return  them. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Robert  Cochran  to  John  Steele 

Fayette  Yille  10*^.  April  1807 
Dear  Sir, 

This  evening  I  received  communications  from  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  U.  S.  announcing  my  appointment  as  Collector 
for   the   Destrict   of   "Wilmington   vice    Timothy   Bloodworth^ 

^Timothy  Bloodworth,  born  1736,  in  New  Hanover  county,  died 
August  24,  1814  at  Washington  City.     This  Revolutionary  patric^c 
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having  been  thus  honour'd  so  unexpectedly  and  without  solici- 
tation I  feel  highly  flattered,  and  accept  it  with  great  difiidence 
doubting  my  capability  to  discharge  the  duties  attached  to  it, 
so  well  as  I  would  wish,  however  I  shall  endeavor  by  unremitted 
attention  to  qualify  myself  so,  that  with  strict  Integrity,  not 
to  disappoint  my  friends. — 

Ultimately  I  must  remove  to  Wilmington,  that  is  a  great 
objection,  I  am  directed  to  repair  thence  immediately  but  shall 
leave  my  family  until  the  Fall,  trusting  that  such  arrangements 
can  be  made  as  to  allow  my  visiting  them  occasionally. 

From  your  former  situation  you  are  well  able  to  inform  me 
relative  to  the  Duties  of  this  office,  and  anything  upon  this 
subject  will  be  very  acceptable; — I  know  not  how  the  vacancy 
happened,  M^.  B-s  friends  say  he  resigned,  however  it  is  whis- 
pered that  he  was  removed,  of  that  I  shall  be  able  in  a  few  days 
to  judge,  when  I  take  possession. 

M'*.  CaldwelP  was  here  the  other  day,  I  understand  in  pur- 
suit of  Books  and  Instruments,  in  order  to  accompany  you  on 
your  Boundary  business,  I  am  very  glad  he  has  accepted  the 


was  of  a  singularly  vigorous  and  forceful  type,  serving  his  country 
with  partizan  zeal  but  great  devotion  to  its  cause  as  he  interpreted 
its  welfare.  In  1776  he  became  perhaps  the  most  active  agent  in 
organizing  the  lower  Cape  Fear  country  against  the  mother  country 
and  directed  the  ac'tivities  of  the  local  committee  of  public  safety. 
He  held  various  offices  of  trust  under  the  Revolutionary  State  gov- 
ernment and  in  1786-1787  he  v/as  one  of  North  Carolina's  represen- 
tatives in  'che  Congress  of  the  Confederation.  From  this  body  he 
resigned  in  August  1787,  apparently  to  return  home  to  oppose  the 
proposed  new  national  Constitution  in  process  of  making.  He  was 
sent  by  his  county  to  the  Hillsborough  Convention,  1788,  called  to 
pass  upon  'the  national  instrument,  and  was  one  of  the  able  lieu- 
tenants of  Willie  Jones  in  the  defeat  of  ratification.  His  position 
was  that  of  extreme  particularism.  After  the  constitution  was  final- 
ly ratified  in  a  second  convention  of  November,  1789,  Bloodworth 
became  a  member  of  the  First  Congress,  beginning  his  service  in 
January,  1790.  In  1795  he  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate 
and  served  one  term,  retiring  in  1801.  He  seems  to  have  become 
Collector  of  Cus'toms  at  Wilmington  in  the  same  year  and  held  this 
post  up  to  1807  when  he  resigned.  There  is  no  evidence  of  venality 
in  his  career,  though  he  was  a  poor  accountant,  and  possessed  a 
host  of  political  enemies  to  point  to  his  errors.  See  Ashe's  Biog. 
History  of  North  Carolina,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  1525  for  an  extended  sketch 
of  Bloodworth  by  W.  E.  Dodd. 

^Joseph  Caldwell,  professor  mathematics  and  Natural  Philosophy, 
University  of  North  Carolina,  1796-1817;  President  of  the  University 
of  North  Carolina,  1804-1812,  1816-1835.     He  was  designated  by  the 
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appointment  believing  him  well  qualified,  and  knowing  even  his 
company  will  add  agreableness  to  the  Tour — 

I  hope  the  Major^  and  Margaret^  reach'd  home  safely  and 
found  you  all  Avell — ^you'll  please  to  present  our  Love  to  the 
whole  of  your  family  and  for  yourself  accept  our  very  best 
wishes  &  excuse  my  troubling  you  further  at  this  time  it  being 
late  at  night. 

I  am  Sir 

Yours  &c 

Rob'^.  Cochran 
Pray  is  it  compatable  for   a   Collector  to  be  concerned  in 
Mercantile  business? 
Gen^  John  Steele 
Salisbury 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Steele  to  Joshua  G.  Wriaht^ 

Salisbury  April  12^^.  1807.— 
Dear  Sir, 

I  take  the  first  post  after  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
23''^.  ult".  to  return  my  thanks  to  you  and  to  the  Directors  of 
the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear  for  the  offer  of  the  Agency  intended  to 
to  be  established  at  this  place. — Including  the  occasional  calls 
and  applications  for  information  I  suppose  the  business  would 
require  about  one  half  the  time  of  the  Agent  which    (if  any 


State  as  its  expert  on  the  Boundary  Commission  of  which  Steele 
was  head.     See  above. 

^The  "major"  in  this  instance  was  probably  Jesse  A."  Pearson, 
who  had  married  Ann  Neslield  Steele,  eldest  daughter  of  John  Steele, 
in  1804.     She  died  within  the  same  year. 

^Margaret  Gillespie  Steele,  second  daughter  of  John  Steele,  born 
January  31,  1790;  married  Dr.  Stephens  Lee  Ferrand,  March  3, 
1819;  and  died  May  13.  1824.  See  John  Steele,  by  Archibald  Hen- 
derson, N.  G.  Booklet,  Vol.  18,  No.  4,  p.  175. 

^Joshua  Granger  Wright  (1768-1811),  of  Wilmington,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Commons,  1792-1808,  Speaker  of  the  House,  1807- 
1808,  judge  of  the  Superior  Courts,  1808-1811,  a  trustee  of  the  State 
University,  1799-1811,  and  a  successful  business  man  of  the  Lower 
Cape  Fear.  Wheeler,  Historical  Sketches  of  Jsforth  Carolina,  II,  293; 
Hoyt,  The  Papers  of  Arichibald  D.  Murphey,  I,  40-41. 
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thing  be  considered  for  responsibility)  would  not  I  think  be 
sufficiently  compensated  by  a  salary  of  $300  per  annum — ^And 
yet  when  I  say  this,  I  would  not  be  understood  to  insinuate  that 
the  Board  should  appropriate  a  greater  sum,  for  upon  the  best 
view  which  I  have  been  able  to  take  of  the  subject  it  is  far  from 
being  clear  to  my  mind  that  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
the  establishment  would  authorize  it. — I  mean  the  advantages 
after  making  due  allowance  for  any  inconvenient  effects  which 
may  be  experienced  from  the  Agency.  Apprehended  among 
these  that  for  some  time  the  circulation  here  would  not  be  of 
that  easy  and  natural  kind  which  is  benificial  to  a  Bank. 

Borrowed  at  the  Agents  office,  chiefly  by  persons  indebted  to 
the  Merchants  in  Salisbury  the  notes  w*^.  be  immediately  en- 
grossed by  them  and  returned  upon  the  Bank  in  large  sums, 
at  short  periods  to  be  exchanged  for  Specie  or  J^orthem  Bank 
paper.  IsTothing  also  w*^.  either  induce  them  to  take  the  notes 
in  the  first  instance  or  satisfy  them  in  exchange  after  they 
were  taken.  They  might  be  satisfied  perhaps  to  receive  paper 
money  in  exchange  here  but  the  offer  of  it  at  Bank  in  Wil- 
mington would  be  considered  injurious  and  offensive. —  If 
these  and  other  inconveniences  sh^.  be  found  on  experiment 
greater  than  they  have  been  anticipated,  the  salary  could  not 
be  increased,  perhaps  indeed  the  Agency  could  not  be  con- 
tini^ed. — However  much  therefore  I  may  be  disposed  to  assist  in 
promoting  the  interest  of  the  Bank,  I  must  beg  leave  to  decline 
the  acceptance  of  the  Agency. 

I  am  Sir  &c. 

(Copy,   unsigned) 

Joshua  G.  Wright  Esq''. 

President  of  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
Wilmington. 

N.  C.  Hiistorical  Society. 
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/.  Jackson  and  John  Lowell  to  John  Steele 

Boston  17  April  1807. 
John  Steele  Esqr. 
Sir, 

We  must  beg  your  acceptance  of  our  apology  for  addressing 
you  again  upon  a  subject,  respecting  wbicb,  we  bave  already 
given  you  very  considerable  trouble.  You  will  probably  recol- 
lect, tbat  we  both  bave,  at  different  times,  applied  to  you, 
wbile  comptroller  of  tbe  Treasury,  to  obtain  your  opinion,  & 
requested  your  aid,  in  making  enquiries,  as  to  tbe  situation  & 
value  of  certain  lands,  lying  in  Mecklenburg  County,  in  [N'ortb 
Carolina,  wbicb  were  purchased  by  some  gentlemen  of  Massa- 
chusetts, of  Mr.  Alexander  Rose,  of  Cbarlestown  Soutb  Carolina 
— From  tbe  enquiries  wbicb  you  was  then  so  good  as  to  make 
&  tbe  discouraging  accounts  wbicb  resulted  tberefrom  we  bad 
abandoned  all  ideas  of  deriving  any  advantages  from  tbe  said 
lands,  &  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  involve  ourselves  in  any 
further  expenses,  either  for  examination,  settlement  or  sale  of 
them.  In  pursuance  of  this  determination,  no  measures  bave 
been  since  taken  by  the  associates,  &  probably  none  would  ever 
have  been  taken,  if  we  had  not  observed  a  very  glowing  de- 
scription of  certain  gold  runs,  or  mines,^  which  have  been 
discovered  in  I^orth  Carolina,  &  which  from  the  description 
we  conceived  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  our  Lands.  This  intel- 
ligence, though  it  did  not  excite  very  ardent  hopes,  yet  ren- 
dered it  prudent  to  make  some  further  enquiries.  We  accord- 
ingly addressed  a  letter  to  our  friend  &  Representative  in 
Congress,  the  Honbl.  Mr.  Quincy,^  who  after  making  every 
inquiry  in  his  power,  particularly  of  the  Honbl.   Mr.   Alex- 


^Cabarrus  County,  the  area  in  which  gold  was  discovered  in  1802, 
was  cut  off  from  Mecklenburg  County  in  1792.  Nevertheless  it 
iwas  the  rumor  of  this  discovery  which  was  the  occasion  of  the 
above  letter.  In  1803  a  lump  of  placer  gold  weighing  28  pounds 
was  found,  and  lesser  weights  thereafter,  until  quite  a  sum  total 
was  realized.  In  1840  the  census  estimate  of  the  Cabarrus  yield 
was  $3,500.    Wheeler,  History  of  North  Carolina,  II,  63. 

^Josiah  Quincy,  Representative,  from  Boston,  1804-1813;  again 
Representative,  and  Speaker  of  the  House  in  1820;  judge  of  the 
Municipal  Court,  Boston,  1821;  Mayor,  1823-1828;  President  of  Har- 
vard, 1829-1845;  author. 
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ander/  of  your  State,  reported  to  us  in  substance,  that  very 
considerable  quantities  of  (gold)  bad  been  discovered  in  tbe 
neigbbourbood  of  our  lands,  &  tbat  some  bad  been  found  upon 
tbem  &  tbat  tbe  value  of  lands  in  tbe  vicinity,  bad  acquired  a 
nominal  increase,  &  even  intimated  tbat  we  ougbt  not  bastily 
to  sell  tbese  lands,  unless,  we  could  procure  at  least  tbree 
dollars  per  acre.  In  addition  to  tbese  flattering  reports,  we  bave 
to  add,  tbat  a  Mr.  Tbornton,^  wbo  is  said  to  be  one  of  tbe 
proprietors  &  conductors  of  tbe  gold  mine  company,  called  upon 
Mr.  Quincy  to  obtain  Mr.  Jacksons  address,  as  we  presume, 
for  tbe  purpose  of  purchasing  tbese  lands.  Although  we  are 
not  so  sanguine,  as  to  expect  to  realize  all  tbese  golden  dreams, 
yet  we  think  the  foregoing  statement  a  sufiicient  apology,  for 
our  troubling  you  once  more  upon  this  subject,  especially,  as 
we  have  no  friends,  or  acquaintances  in  your  State,  nor  a 
sufiicient  knowledge  of  the  characters  of  any  persons  in  it, 
except  yourself,  to  justify  our  committing  the  charge  of  this 
business  to  them. 

The  immediate  objects  to  which  we  would  beg  your  attention, 
(or  if  it  be  inconvenient  to  you,  either  from  local  situation,  or 
your  own  affairs,  we  request  you  would  commit  it  to  some 
person  in  whom  you  bave  confidence)  are,  the  state  of  the  title, 
as  to  sales  for  taxes,  &  the  present  value  of  the  land;  Whether 
it  has  been  affected  by  the  discovery  of  these  runs  of  gold? 
whether  it  can  be  sold  ?  &  at  what  price  ? 

The  associates  are  not  desirous  of  keeping  this  land,  under 
an  idea  of  its  rising  in  value,  even  if  the  prospect  of  finding 
gold  on  it,  be  ever  so  flattering;  they  would  prefer  availing 
themselves  of  the  favorable  impression  these  facts  may  have 
made  on  the  public  to  effect  a  sale. 

The  state  of  the  title  of  these  associates,  &  of  the  local  situa- 
tion of  the  lands  are  briefly  these — Eight  original  patents  were 
delivered  with  our  deed,  each  for  12.500  acres,  making  in  all 
100.000  acres  which  were  granted  by  Govr.  Gabriel  Johnstone^ 


^Evan  Alexander,  of  Rowan  County,  Representative  in  Congress 
1805-1809. 

^Dr.  William  Thornton,  an  acquaintance  of  John  Steele's,  resident 
in  Washington  and  head  of  the  Patent  Office  from  1802  to  1827. 

^Governor  Gabriel  Johnston,  chief  executive  in  the  Province  of 
North  Carolina  held  office  by  Crown  appointment  from  1734  to 
1752. 
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to  Arthur  Dobbs^  of  Ireland.  The  patents  were  issued  in  1745, 
&  became  the  property  of  Govr.  JSTash,^  partly  by  marrying 
Dobb's  widow,  &  partly  by  purchase.  ISTash  sold  them  to  Doctr. 
Oliphant  of  Charleston,  having  sold  out,  &  quieted  the  posses- 
sors, or  settlers,  to  the  amount  of  20.000  Acres ;  sold  the  residue 
80.000  acres  to  Alexander  Eose,  who  conveyed  the  same  to  the 
Associates,  in  Massachusetts,  in  Deer.  1779.  These  lands  are 
said  to  be  situated  on  Johnstone  or  Rocky  River  11  or  12 
Miles  from  Charlotte  or  Mecklenburg  Court  house,  &  we  pre- 
sume no  difficulty  will  occur  in  finding  their  exact  position. 

Owing  to  the  lapse  of  time,  &  the  deaths  of  many  of  the 
Associates,  a  title  could  not  be  made  out  to  all  the  shares,  but 
an  unquestionable  title  can  be  made  out  to  three  quarters  of 
them.  The  living  associates,  &  the  heirs  of  such,  as  are  dead, 
who  are  of  full  age,  will  join  in  conveying  their  individual 
interest  in  the  whole  tract. 

Some  expense  must  be  incurred  in  making  necessary  en- 
quiries, &  should  they  not  result  in  our  favor,  or  in  a  sale,  we 
should  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  such  expense,  for  which 
you  will  please  draw  on  us — If  it  should  be  found,  that  the 
rumors  of  the  increased  value  of  these  lands  are  unfounded, 
we  rely  on  your  friendship,  to  put  the  associates  to  as  little 
expense  as  possible,  as  they  have  suffered  enough  already  by  the 
purchase. 

Should  however  a  sale  be  effected,  we  will  allow  to  you.  Sir,  or 
the  person  to  whom  you  may  think  proper  to  confide  this  busi- 
ness, a  commission  of  five  per  Cent,  on  the  amount  of  such  sale, 
as  compensation  for  services — &c. 

Your  early  attention  to  this  business,  will  much  oblige  us,  & 
in  case  it  should  be  inconvenient  to  you  to  undertake  it,  we  will 
thank  you  to  hand  this  letter  to  the  person,  you  may  think 
most  suitable,  &  request  him  to  advise  us  of  his  doings  thereon. 

In  this  first  letter  we  have  enclosed  a  copy  of  one  of  the 
original  patents — a  copy  also  of  Roses  deed — and  of  a  rough 

^Arthur  Dobbs  arrived  in  the  province  in  1754  with  a  commis- 
sion as  Governor  and  assumed  office  in  November  of  the  same  year, 
retaining  the  post  until  1765. 

^Abner  Nash,  second  Governor  of  North  Carolina  after  independ- 
ence. See  Wheeler,  History  of  North  Carolina,  II,  111,  and  Frank 
Nash,  Sketch  of  Abner  Nash,  Biog.  History  of  North  Carolina 
I,  403,  Ashe,  ed. 
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Sketch  of  the  Lands,  sent  with  his  first  letter,  offering  them 
for  sale. 

We  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  soon  that  this  letter  has 
come  safe  to  hand,  please  to  direct  either  to  Jonathan  Jackson, 
or  to  John  Lowell — Boston. 

With  much  consideration  &  respect. 
We  are. 
Sir 
Your  obedient  Servants 

J.  Jackson^ — 
Jno  :  Lowell.^ 
Address :  John  Steele  Esquire 
Salisbury, 
N.  Carolina. 

L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


William  Boylan^  to  John  Steele 

Ealmgh  April  28,  1807 

I  have  just  returned  from  Halifax,  was  therefore  absent  when 
yours  of  the  17*^.  was  rec*^.  had  I  been  home  the  one  addressed 
to  the  Governor*  could  not  have  been  delivered — he  having  left 


^Jonathan  Jackson,  of  Mass.,  (1743-1810),  member  Massachusetts 
Provincial  Congress,  1775-1777;  member  Congress  of  Confederation, 
1782;  U.  S.  Marshal,  1790-1791;  treasurer  of  State  of  Massachusetts 
1816  inclusive  he  represented  Wake  County  in  hte  House  of  Com- 
Amer.  Biog. 

^Probably  John  Lowell,  of  Massachusetts  (1769-1840),  Author.  See 
Nat.  Cyc.  Amer.  Biog. 

^William  Boylan,  editor  of  the  Minerva,  the  Federalist  newspaper 
at  Raleigh  and  active  partizan  of  that  party.  His  paper  was  re- 
moved from  Payetteville  to  the  State  capital  in  1799  for  the  pur- 
pose of  combating  the  activity  of  the  Republican  Raleigh  Register, 
edited  by  the  aggressive  Joseph  Gales.  From  December  10,  1806  to 
December  2,  1807,  Boylan  served  as  a  councilor  of  State.  1813  to 
1816  inclusive  he  represented  Wake  county  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. As  a  legislator  he  was  especially  interested  in  internal  im- 
provements and  served  on  numerous  internal  improvements  com- 
missions. 

*The  Governor  of  North  Carolina  in  1807  was  Nathaniel  Alexan- 
der, of  Mecklenburg. 
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this  a  few  days  before  for  Mecklenburg — It  is  probable  you 
may  have  seen  him  on  his  way — I  shall  retain  the  letter  until 
his  return,  as  his  Secretary  can  do  nothing  with  it  during  his 
absence. 

I  have  been  out  of  the  way  of  news  these  two  weeks  past — 
I  however,  learnt  on  Roanoke,  from  Republicans,  that  Madison 
is  not  their  choice  for  President — ^his  report  in  favor  of  com- 
promising with  the  Yazoo  claimants^  has  made  him  unpopular 
in  Virginia — They  say  that  Virginia  will  be  nearly  unamimous 
for  Monroe  &  that  he  will  get  votes  if  even  M^.  Jefferson  con- 
descends to  offer  again^ —  Such  I  am  told  are  the  sentiments 
of  the  Warren  junto^ — at  all  events  all  those  who  are  influenced 
by  M^  Macon,  (and  the  number  is  by  no  means  small)  are  of 
that  opinion. 


^The  Yazoo  "land  frauds"  question  originated  in  a  grant  of 
Mississippi  lands  in  1795  (then  western  lands  of  Georgia)  by  the 
State  of  Georgia  to  a  company,  and  the  annullment  in  1796  of  the 
grant.  With  Georgia's  transfer  of  her  western  lands  to  the  United 
States  government  the  claimants  under  the  annulled  grant  clamored 
for  a  settlement  at  the  hands  of  the  Federal  government.  Madison 
as  Secretary  of  State  and  personal  councilor  of  President  Jefferson 
was  sympathetic  toward  a  favorable  settlement,  while  John  Ran- 
dolph, of  Roanoke,  in  Congress  from  Virginia,  became  the  leader 
of  the  opposition  to  a  settlement.  The  division  tended  to  split  the 
Republican  party.  North  Carolina  Republicans,  led  in  the  main 
by  Nathaniel  Macon,  supported  the  position  of  Randolph. 

^This  was  a  reflection  of  Randolph's  influence  in  the  politics  of 
Virginia,  an  influence  that  did  not  prove  strong  enough  to  undo 
the  political  hopes  of  Madison.  In  January,  1808,  a  congressional 
caucus  was  held  by  Republican  members  at  Washington  in  which 
Madison  was  endorsed  for  the  succession  to  Jefferson,  and  in  the 
election  of  that  year  he  received  all  of  Virginia's  electoral  votes, 

'^It  is  difficult  to  determine  just  who,  in  Boylan's  mind,  constituted 
"the  Warren  junto"  along  with  Nathaniel  Macon.  This  county 
had  an  unusual  number  of  men  in  public  life,  both  national  and 
State,  at  this  date,  practically  all  of  whom  followed  Macon's  leader- 
ship of  the  Republican  party  of  the  State.  Macon  himself  was  Rep- 
resentative in  Congress  continuously  from  1791  to  1815,  and  United 
States  Senator  from  1815  to  1828.  Ex-Governor  James  Turner  was 
of  Warren  and  United  States  Senator  from  1805  to  1816.  William 
Hawkins  of  Warren  had  been  Speaker  of  the  Commons  in  1805  and 
was  to  be  elected  Governor  in  1811.  Blake  Baker,  Representative 
of  Warren  in  the  Commons  in  1807,  had  been  attorney-general  of  the 
State  from  1794  to  1803,  and  in  1808  was  named  by  the  legislature 
as  a  Superior  Court  judge.  There  were  others  of  lesser  note,  but 
Macon,  who  had  been  Speaker  of  the  Federal  Congress  from  1801 
to  1807,  dominated  his  party  in  the  State. 
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The  Yirginians  are  making  mucli  adoo  about  Judge  Mar- 
shalls-'^  dining  at  M^  Wickhams^  in  company  with  Col  Burr^ — 
Indeed  I  think  the  Judge  was  to  blame  if  he  know  Col  Burr  was 
to  have  been  of  the  party — I  am  glad  however  to  learn  that  the 
Judge  says  he  knew  not  until  the  time  of  entering  M^.  Wickhams 
house*  that  Burr  was  to  be  there  and  that  as  soon  as  he  had  dined 
he  rose  from  the  table  &  left  the  house — This  apology  comes 
from  the  friends  of  the  Judge — Admitting  that  the  Judge  be 
blamable,  the  Democrats  should  be  the  last  to  complain  of 
compromitting  the  dignity  of  office,  when  it  is  fresh  in  every 
ones  memory  that  their  President's  Table  has  frequently  been 
graced  with  Tom  Paine^  &  other  vagabonds. 

When  you  have  anything  to  transact  in  this  place,  which 


^John  Marshall  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  by  President  John  Adams  on  'the  31st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1801  and  died  in  that  office  on  the  6th  of  July,  1835. 

^John  Wickham,  of  the  ablest  of  the  Virginia  bar,  and  of  the  coun- 
sel of  Aaron  Burr  in  the  famous  conspiracy  trial  under  Judge  Mar- 
shall  at  Richmond. 

^Aaron  Burr  was  brought  before  Chief  Justice  Marshall  for  pre- 
liminary examination  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  26  March,  1807  and 
after  a  three-days  hearing  was  admitted  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  his  appearance  in  May.  The  trial  began  May 
22,  and  was  prosecuted  by  the  government's  agents  with  such 
energy  as  to  precipitate  the  charge  of  personal  animus  on  the  part 
of  President  Jefferson  against  Burr.  The  prosecution  finally  col- 
lapsed upon  a  ruling  of  Marshall  that  'the  enlistment  and  assembling 
of  men  at  Blennerhasset's  Island  showed  no  overt  act  of  treason; 
that  Burr's  agency  did  not  appear,  etc.  Marshall  was  charged  in 
Republican  circles  with  partizan  bias  in  the  trial,  and  had  particular- 
ly outraged  the  feelings  of  'the  administration  by  issue  of  a  sum- 
mons to  President  Jefferson  to  appear  as  a  witness  before  his  court, 
which  summons  the  president  promptly  disregarded. 

^Neither  Beveridge's  nor  Macgruder's  John  Marshall  has  an  ac- 
count of  this  incident. 

^Thomas  Paine,  after  his  Revolutionary  career  in  America,  went  to 
Prance  and  sough't  participation  in  the  direction  of  the  great  Rev- 
olution begun  in  1789.  He  secured  election  to  the  convention  of  the 
First  Republic.  During  the  Terror  he  was  imprisoned  and  only  re- 
leased by  the  directory  at  the  intercession  of  Monroe,  in  1795.  In 
1802  he  arrived  again  in  America  demanding  plaudits  and  rewards 
from  the  public  for  his  services  to  human  freedom.  He  imposed 
himself  on  Jefferson  in  tac'tless  ways,  and  ultimately  wore  out  the 
patience  of  government  and  people  in  America.  He  died  upon  a 
farm  in  rural  New  York  in  the  year  1809.  Federalists  like  Boylan 
quite  joyously  capitalized  Payne's  abuse  of  his  claims  to  public 
gratitude. 
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you  may  think  me  capable  of  doing  please  command  me  without 
apology 

With  regard  D^Sir 

your  obliged  Servant 
Gen.  John  Steele.  Wm.  Boylan 

Salisbury 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Joseph  Chambers  to  John  Steele 

Choctaw  Trading  House^ 

S*:  Stephens,  M.  Territory 
May  25*^;  1807. 
Dear  Sir, 

I,  with  my  party,  arrived  here  on  the  30*^.  March  TJlto :  after 
a  tedious  and  fatiguing  journey  of  thirty  four  days  from 
Salisbury,  without  any  material  mishap  having  befallen  us, 
either  from  accident  or  mismanagement,  although  (we  retained 
our  usual  spirits)  our  Cavalry  as  well  as  ourselves  were  much 
reduced  in  flesh,  occasioned  not  by  too  high  feeding. 

I  found  my  business  here  in  a  good  train,  but  from  my  long 
delay,  among  my  friends  at  Salisbury,  I  have  been  entirely 
occupied  and  have  had  to  make  unusual  exertions  to  ship  the 
Peltry  and  other  produce  on  hand,  to  a  market,  before  the 
season  grew  too  warm  for  the  exportation  of  produce  of  this 
kind; — ^I  mention  this,  in  extenuation  of  my  neglect,  for  not 
having  written  to  you  at  an  earlier  date. 

B — s  conspiracy^  is,  and  has  been,  almost  exclusively  the 
subject  of  speculation  and  discussion,  in  the  Orleans  and  this 
Territory,^  the  contagion,  of  the  project,  had  extended  itself  in 
the  Orleans  Territory,^  &  cases  of  it  have  been  reported  in  this. 


^See  note  2,  letter  of  Chambers  to  Steele,  July  29th,  1802. 

^Burr's  conspiracy.  Burr  was  arrested  in  February,  1807  in  a 
small  village  on  the  Tombigbee  as  he  fled  overland  from  Natchez, 
where  he  had  abandoned  his  expedition,  toward  the  Gulf. 

^The  Mississippi  territory  was  organized  in  1798.  In  1817  it  was 
admitted  as  a  State. 

^Louisiana  was  purchased  from  Napoleon  in  1803  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing  year   the   region   south   of   latitude   33°    was    organized    as 
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and  more  suspected.  From  sucli  information,  as  I  have,  and 
on  which  I  rely,  I  am  inclined  to  the  belief,  that  a  separation 
of  the  Western  States  and  Territories  from  the  UI*^IOI^,^  and 
of  East  and  West  Florida  from  the  Sovereignty  and  jurisdiction 
of  his  Catholic  Majesty,^  perhaps  with  the  connivance  of  some 
of  the  subjects  of  these  provinces,  was  the  primary  object  of 
the  enterprize  :^ — Succeeding  in  this,  Mexico  &c :  were  to  fall 
in,  by  force  or  intrigue  or  both;  this  being  affected  and  all 
things  organized,  and  means  and  materials  authorising,  they 
might  probably  have  given  the  Atlantic  States  or  some  of  them, 
either  the  Paternal  or  Fraternal  embrace; — ^the  project  has 
failed  in  the  outset. 

B —  was  taken  near  to  this  place  by  I^icholas  Perkins  of 
this  County  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  and  who  has  been  one 
of  my  family  since  my  residence  in  this  country,  (he  was 
making  his  escape  from  JSTatchez,  and  traveling  in  disguise). 
Perkins  has  delivered  him  to  the  proper  authority  in  Richmond 
Virginia,  by  which  he  has  been  committed,  to  be  tried  for  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  he  has  according  to  my  information 
been  guilty  of  other  and  greater  crimes  than  this,  and  I  think 


the  territory  of  Orleans,  while  the  country  north  became  the  terri- 
tory of  Louisiana  in  1805.  In  1812,  when  the  territory  of  Orleans 
was  admitted  as  a  state  the  name  Louisiana  was  taken,  while  the 
northern  territory  now  became  the  territory  of  Missouri. 

^When  Spain  owned  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas,  and  denied  the 
Americans  free  access  to  the  Gulf  by  the  great  Mississppi  highway, 
a  situation  obtained  which  easily  might  have  led  to  either  war 
against  that  power,  or  else  a  weakening  of  the  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  of  all  that  population  that  was  flowing  into  the 
Mississippi  basin  and  finding  the  river  their  only  trade  outlet. 
Spain  flirted  with  this  situation  but  never  developed  sufficient 
power  to  make  a  really  serious  effort  to  win  the  whole  Mississippi 
basin.  The  "conspiracy  of  Burr"  grew  out  of  the  murky  atmos- 
phere of  intrigue  and  uncertainty  which  had  hovered  over  the  lower 
Mississippi  for  a  decade  past.  See  Louisiana  under  the  rule  of 
Spain,  France  and  the  United  States,  by  James  R.  Robertson. 

^Florida  (two  provinces.  East  and  West)  were  finally  acquired  by 
the  United  States  by  treaty  and  purchase  in  1819  after  long-strained 
relations  and  tedious  negotiations  with  Spain. 

^'The  scheme  or  schemes  of  Aaron  Burr  have  been  a  matter  of 
speculation  ever  since  the  episode.  Unquestionably  the  plans  in 
Burr's  own  mind  were  far-reaching  in  design  but  incomplete  in 
detail,  as  all  such  plans  must  be.  The  course  events  would  have 
taken  would  naturally  have  depended  upon  the  effect  of  each  preced- 
ing step  had  not  Burr  been  so  promptly  checked.  See  W.  P.  Mc- 
Caleb's  Aaron  Burr  Conspiracy  for  an  intimate  study  of  Burr's  pur- 
poses. 
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it  may  be  proven  upon  him,  if  time  is  given  by  tbe  Court  to 
produce  tbe  Testimony. 

Times,  I  learn  are  factious  at  'New  Orleans,  and  it  may 
materially  depend  upon  tbe  deliverance  tbe  court  and  jury  at 
E-icbmond,  may  make  of  a  Burr  full  of  tbe  seed  and  kernel  of 
sedition,  wbat  may  be  tbe  ultimate  issue  of  tbe  projected 
enterprise. 

From  wbat  I  bave  learnt  of  tbe  fate  of  a  late  Treaty,^ 
signed  by  tbe  authorised  agents  of  tbe  English  and  our  Govern- 
ment, I  bave  concluded  it  would,  as  you  suggested,  be  most 
advisable  to  suspend  for  tbe  present  all  proceedings  in  the 
business  of  which  we  were  conversing,  before  I  left  Salisbury; 
I  am  however  making  arrangements  for  closing  my  concerns 
here,  and  expect  to  bave  tbe  pleasure  of  taking  you  by  the 
hand  at  your  own  seat  near  Salisbury  within  tbe  present  year 
or  first  months  of  tbe  next. 

A  few  days  after  my  arrival  here,  I  sold  the  Black  filly  I 
bought  from  you,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  Dollars,  and 
the  Roan  I  got  from  Edward,  for  one  hundred  and  ten  Dollars 
Cash  in  hand;  I  have  contracted  for  the  sale  of  tbe  Stud  at 
eight  hundred,  of  Jacob  &  Dilsey  at  one  thousand  Dollars 
cash  in  hand  when  delivered : — By  way  of  boasting  of  my 
Economy,  I  do  assure  you,  tbe  aggregate  expenses  of  my  party, 
including  those  of  M'".  McCuUoch^  were  but  seventy  &ve  Dollars, 
from  Salisbury  to  this  place. 

Make  my  compliments  to  M'"®.  Steele,  Miss  J^estfield  and 
your  amiable  daughters 

And  be  assured 

I  am  in  heart 
Your 

General  Steele.  Joseph  Chambees 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


^James  Monroe  and  William  Pinckney  negotiated  a  treaty  with 
British  Commissioners  in  December,  1806,  which  was  so  far  lacking 
in  conserving  American  trade  rights,  and  in  which  England  yielded 
nothing  upon  the  point  of  impressments,  that  Jefferson  refused  to 
submit  it  to  the  American  Senate  for  ratification. 

^Probably  George  McCulloch,  of  Rowan,  representative  of  his 
county  in  fhe  Commons  1813,  1814,  1815. 

Vol.  2—4 


514        The  North  Carolina  Historical  Commission 

Nat(haniel)  Alexander^  to  John  Steele 

LiNcoLNTON  May  28tli  1807. 
Dr.  Sir. 

General  Moore^  and  myself  have  concluded  it  as  expedient 
to  send  an  express  to  Raleigh  for  the  papers  by  you  required, 
and  also  for  the  money  that  will  be  wanting.  I  wrote  to  Mr. 
Guion^  to  procure  from  the  Secretary  a  list  of  Grants  issued 
to  Buncombe  County  since  the  year  1802  which  you  will 
receive  by  mail  or  by  the  bearer,  I  have  thought  if  no  other 
document  as  necessary  in  your  negotiation  than  those  mentioned. 
If  you  want  anything  further  you  will  please  to  write  to  Mr. 
Guion  who  will  furnish  you  with  what  is  required.  Since  I 
saw  you  I  have  written  to  John  Haywood  Esqr.  to  grant  to 
the  Revd.  Mr.  Caldwell*  the  permission  to  take  from  the 
University  any  instruments  that  may  be  wanting  which  I  am 
confident  will  be  done.  And  also  to  furnish  him  with  Money 
if  wanted.  I  shall  be  in  Salisbury  on  the  6th  of  next  month 
when  I  shall  furnish  you  with  such  instructions  as  I  conceive 
necessary  in  the  execution  of  your  trust. 

I  am  with  esteem 
Addressed :  Your  Most  Obedt. 

John  Steele  Esquire  J^atl.  Alexander. 

Salisbury. 
E'ndorsed : 

Governor  Alexander 

to 
John  Steele 
Lincolnton  May  28th  1807 

X 
Reed,  by  Express. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 

^Nathaniel  Alexander  was  a  member  of  Congress  from  1803  to 
1805  and  Governor  of  North  Carolina  from  1805  to  December  1, 
1807. 

^John  Moore,  of  Lincoln  (bounty,  one  of  the  Boundary  Commission. 

^John  Williams  Guion,  private  secretary  to  Governor  Nathaniel 
Alexander. 

^Joseph  Caldwell,  president  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
and  now  expert  to  the  Boundary  Commission. 
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John  Haywood  to  John  Steele 

Ealeigh  29*^.  May  1807 
Dear  Sir, 

On  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  by  M"".  Trotter,  I  paid  to  him 
One  Hundred  Dollars ;  being  the  amount  of  the  Interest  due  to 
your  Daughter  for  the  quarter  ending  with  the  month  of  March 
last,  on  the  stock  standing  to  her  credit  on  the  Books  of  the 
Loan  Office  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of  JSTorth  Caro- 
lina : — I  did  not  pay  this  sum,  as  I  promised  you  I  would  do, 
in  Gold  or  Bank  l^otes;  because  it  so  happened,  I  had  not 
either  at  the  time  Mr.  Trotter  called;  but  I  paid  him  in 
Dollars,  much  to  his  satisfaction;  inasmuch  as  I  paid  him 
Two  Hundred  other  Dollars  for  a  Draft  of  Judge  Locke's^ 
on  me,  which  I  was  not  bound  to  pay  but  in  paper  Money,  and 
which  I  repeatedly  told  him  I  would  so  pay  him  in  Dollars, 
because  of  my  having  failed  in  my  promise  to  you: — M^ 
Trotter  declared  himself  not  only  content  but  served  &  oblige, 
by  his  business  with  me  being  effected  in  such  manner :  he  was 
much  more  accommodated  than  if  I  had  paid  him  for  you  as 
I  promised  and  intended,  in  Gold  or  J^otes,  and  had  given  him 
paper  Money  for  Locke's  order : — I  had  not  ISTotes  at  any  time, 
and  had  parted  from  the  Gold  in  my  possession  at  the  date  of 
my  Letter  to  you,  the  day  after  M^.  M.  Locke^  passed  through 
this  place  on  his  way  to  Phil*,  seeing  he  did  not  call  for  it,  and 
not  expecting  M'^.  Trotter  would  follow  him:  however,  the 
matter  was  as  well  and  more  satisfactorily  settled  as  it  turned 
out,  although  I  felt  some  embarrasment  at  not  being  able  at 
once  to  pay  up  the  Gold  as  I  had  promised  to  do. 


^Judge  Francis  Locke,  of  Rowan,  judge  of  Superior  Court  1803- 
1814,  presidential  elector  1809,  United  States  Senator  elect  in  1814 
but  resigned  before  the  Fourtepnth  Congress  convened  in  1815, 
Nathaniel  Macon  being  chosen  to  liis  seat  thereupon.  Judge  Locke 
was  a  son  of  Colonel  Francis  Locke  who  commanded  the  State  de- 
tachment that  defeated  the  Tories  at  Ramseur's  Bridge  in  1780. 
He  was  also  a  nephew  to  Brigadier-General  Matthew  Locke,  who 
served  the  State  so  ably  during  the  Revolution  and  afterward 
was  Congressman  from  1795  to  1799. 

^Moses  A.  Locke,  of  Salisbury,  and  brother  of  Judge  Locke.  He 
became  president  of  the  Salisbury  branch  of  the  State  Bank  of 
North  Carolina  upon  its  organization  in  1809. 
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I  read  to  M^.  Boylan^  that  part  of  your  Letter  whicli  goes 
to  say  you  have  consented,  at  the  request  of  the  Governor,  to 
continue  [one?]  of  the  Commissioners  for  fixing  the  Boundary 
Line  between  our  State  &  Georgia:^  I  am  rejoiced,  on  many 
accounts  that  you  have  so  consented,  and  the  more  so  because 
I  hope,  the  business  will  be  now  conducted  in  a  manner  better 
calculated  to  save  your  feelings  than  we  had  any  right  to 
expect  at  the  date  of  your  Letter  of  resignation : — M"*.  CaldwelP 
has  consented  to  accompany  the  Commissioners  as  their  Artist : 
— ^He  has  been  licensed  to  take  with  him  such  Instruments  & 
other  apparatus  belonging  to  the  University  as  he  shall  judge 
useful: — and  at  his  request  I  applied  to  CoP.  Hamilton,  of 
l^orfolk,  for  a  I^autical  Almanach  and  two  Books  of  Tables 
which  the  Col^.  promised  to  procure  &  forward  by  the  Mail, 
if  to  be  had,  in  I^orfolk  or  Petersburg: — Lest  the  Books  needed 
and  con  [missing]  which  M^.  Caldwell  expressed  much  anxiety 
should  not  be  had  through  CoP.  Hamilton,  I  asked  of  M^. 
Trotter  to  procure  them  in  Phil*,  or  Washington,  to  strip  them 
of  their  Bindings  and  to  send  them  to  me    by    the    Mail — 


^William  Boylan,  of  Raleigh,  editor  of  the  Minerva  and  friend  of 
Steele's.     See  note  to  Boylan  Letter,  April  28,  1807. 

^The  boundary  issue  with  Georgia  began  in  1803  when  Georgia 
erected  Walton  County  with  its  northern  boundary  considerably 
north  of  latitude  35  degrees,  which  was  the  correct  line  between 
the  two  states.  The  mistake  seems  to  have  been  due  to  a  false 
survey.  North  Carolina  protested  in  1805  and  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  Governor  of  Georgia,  Jared  Irwin,  both  states  agreed,  in  1806, 
to  appoint  commissioners  to  arrive  at  a  settlement.  Steele,  John 
Moore,  and  James  Wellborn  were  already  commissioners  on  the 
South  Carolina  boundary  question,  hence  on  January  1,  1807,  Gov- 
ernor Nathaniel  Alexander,  of  North  Carolina,  named  the  same 
commission  to  act  in  the  Georgia  issue.  It  appears  from  the  above 
letter  that  Steele  resigned  this  latest  task  some  time  between  Jan- 
uary 1,  and  May  29,  but  consented  to  reassume  it  upon  solicitation 
of  the  Governor,  and  upon  the  naming  of  Joseph  Caldwell,  president 
of  the  University,  as  scientific  assistant  to  the  commission.  See 
documents  below  for  the  Georgia  line  question.  Also  John  Steele 
in  North  Carolina  Booklet,  Vol.  XVIII,  Nos.  3  and  4,  by  Archibald 
Henderson.  The  boundary  with  Georgia  was  permanently  settled 
in  1819,  when  the  line  as  run  by  Steele  and  his  associates  in  1807 
along  the  35  degrees  of  north  latitude  to  Ellicott's  Rock,  was  ex- 
tended in  1819  for  thirty  miles  to  meet  the  Tennessee  line  and 
thus  by  confirmation  of  both  states  became  the  permanent  line  be- 
tween the  two  states.  Laws  of  North  Carolina,  1819,  Chap.  XVIII 
of  Putlic  Acts. 

^See  note  2  above. 
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and  the  better  to  insure  his  attention  I  informed  him,  that  I 
was  aware  you  would  be  altogether  desirous  that  the  Books 
should  be  had,  as  Caldwell  said  he  could  not  well  do  without 
them — He  promised  to  attend  to  the  business  &  I  promised  to 
pay  for  them  and  to  forward  them  by  Express  &^.  &^,  I  hope 
they  may  be  had  in  time: — M"*.  Caldwell  is  in  difficulty  about 
them — He  says  he  expected  the  Gov.  would  take  measures  for 
procuring  them — possibly  he  has  done  so: — By  some  means 
or  other,  I  hope  they  will  be  had ;  and  if  through  me,  they  shall 
be  sent  on  immediately, 

y"*.  friend  &  S*. 

John  Haywood 

Mr.  Caldwell  informs  me  he  will  set  out  about  the  5*^.  June. 
He  has  drawn  his  outfit,  as  he  calls  it,  on  a  Letter  from  the 
Gov^ 

I  mentioned  to  M'".  Guion,^  as  you  requested,  the  necessity  of 
Money  on  the  line  business — he  said  he  could  do  nothing  in  it 
without  the  Gov^^.  instructions. 

Maj"*.  Gen\  John  Steele. 
Salisbury 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Haywood  to  John  Steele 

Kaleigh  2^  June  1807. — 
Dear  Sir, 

I  last  week  did  myself  the  pleasure  of  addressing  and  for- 
warding to  you  a  Letter  by  the  Mail,  acknowleging  the  receipt 
of  your  favor  by  M''.  Trotter  and  informing  of  the  payment  I 
made  to  him  for  you;  by  delivering  unto  him  the  March 
quarter's  Interest,  on  the  Stock  standing  to  your  Daughters 
Credit  on  the  Books  of  the  Commiss'*.  of  Loans  here,  pursuant 
to  your  direction. 


^John  Williams  Guion,  private  secretary  to  Governor  Nathaniel 
Alexander  and  to  Governor  Benjamin  Williams  in  succession. 
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The  object  of  this  is,  therefore,  merely  to  remind  you  of  my 
friendship  and  Respect  for  you: — To  inform  you  M^.  Caldwell 
sets  out  on  Thursday  next  to  join  you  and  the  other  Commis- 
sioners about  to  meet  at  Buncomb  Court  House,^  on  the  business 
of  fixing  and  marking  the  boundary  Line  between  our  State 
and  Georgia : — To  wish  you  a  pleasant  time  and  good  health, 
notwithstanding  the  long  exposures  to  the  weather  which  you 
will  necessarily  be  subjected  to  in  the  course  of  your  under- 
taking : — To  offer  my  wishes  for  the  successful  issue  of  the 
business  and  to  assure  you  of  my  Regards  &  of  that  esteem  with 
which  I  remain, 

Much  and  ever,  your  friend  &sev*. 

John  Haywood. 

My  Wife  is  not  well — my  Children  grow  and  are  promising : 
— Polk's  family^  have  gone  to  Warren — My  Brother  Sherwood 
and  his  are  here,  all  well  &  obliged  by  being  remembered  by 
you,  as  are  mine  likewise. 
Maj^  Gen\  John  Steele 
Salisbury 
N".  Caro. 
Favor  of  Mr.  McKisseck 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Jon(atha)n  Jackson  to  John  Steele 

Boston  24th  June  1807. 
Sir 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  23d  ulto.  in 
answer  to  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  my  friend  Mr.  J. 
Lowell  &  myself,  on  the  subject  of  lands  owned  by  us  &  associates 
in  ]^o.  Carolina. 


^The  present  site  of  Asheville  and  meeting  place  of  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  joint  boundary  commission.    See  above. 

^Colonel  William  Polk's  second  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
1801,  was  a  native  of  Warren  and  the  daughter  of  Philemon  Haw- 
kins, Jr.,  of  that  county. 
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Be  pleased  Sir  to  accept  our  joint  acknowledgments  in  be- 
half of  ourselves  &  all  concerned  for  the  very  obliging  &  kind 
manner  in  wbicli  you  have  expressed  your  disposition  to  serve 
us,  as  well  as  for  the  important  detail,  &  information  wbicb  you 
bave  given  us. 

After  reviewing  tbe  different  objections  &  impediments  stated 
by  yoUj  we  bave  determined  to  adopt  your  advice,  &  send  a  con- 
fidential Agent  in  tbe  ensuing  autumn  or  winter  witb  full 
powers  to  investigate,  negotiate  &  compromise  witb  all  persons 
claiming  title  under  sales  for  taxes,  as  well  as  to  sell  &  dispose 
of  our  said  lands.  It  is  not  improbable  tbat  Mr.  Lowell  one 
of  tbe  concerned  will  be  induced  to  undertake  tbis  office.  In 
tbis  event,  or  indeed  sbould  any  otber  agent  be  sent,  we  sball 
once  more  solicit  your  aid  to  bim  by  advice  as  to  characters 
&  measures. 

We  bope  tbat  tbis  liberty  will  be  pardoned,  wben  it  is  recol- 
lected tbat  we  are  strangers  to  tbe  characters  of  persons  in 
your  State — and  that  in  your's,  as  well  from  personal  observa- 
tion, as  from  long  tried  public  reputation,  we  have  unlimited 
confidence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant 

JoNA.  Jackson. 
Honble.  John  Steele 
Esqr. 

Salisbury 
Addressed :  The  Honble  John  Steele  Esqr. 
Salisbury 

North  Carolina, 
postge  paid. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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(John  Steele)  to  Nathaniel  Alexander 

Rtjtherfoed  Court  House^ 

July  2d  1807. 
Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  your  Excellency's  appointment  we  arrived 
at  Buncombe  Ct.  house^  on  tlie  15tli  of  last  month,  where  we 
met  Thomas  P.  Carnes,  and  William  Barnett  Esqrs.  two  of  the 
Commissioners  on  the  part  of  Georgia,  the  other  commr.  of  that 
State  Mr.  Flournoy  did  not  attend,  and  his  colleagues  having 
concluded  to  proceed  without  waiting  for  him,  we  entered  on 
the  business  assigned  to  us  on  the  morning  of  the  16th.  the  day 
succeeding  out  arrival.  After  having  exchanged  our  commis- 
sions and  the  legislative  Acts^  under  [which]  they  were  re- 
spectively issued,  and  having  declared  that  the  commissioners 
of  each  State  were  satisfied  with  the  powers  of  the  other,  it 
soon  appeared  that  the  principal  obstacle  to  an  adjustment 
arose  from  the  expectations  which  we  expressed  that  if  on 
ascertaining  the  35th  degree  of  IN^o.  latitude  and  running  the 
line  corresponding  therewith,  it  shd.  happen  that  land  claimed 
under  the  authority  of  !N^orth  Carolina  shd.  be  found  to  be 
within  the  State  of  Georgia,  that  that  State  would  confirm 
the  said  claims,  and  provide  in  some  proper  way  to  render  them 
legally  valid.  It  appeared  to  us  that  this  preliminary  shd. 
be  discussed  and  agreed  to  before  we  proceeded  to  ascertain  the 
point  from  which  the  line  wd.  probably  begin,  as  while  that 
point  remained  unknown  or  uncertain  the  minds  of  the 
Commrs.  of  both  States  wd.  be  more  likely  to  come  to  just 
and  unbiased  determination.  To  give  your  Excellency  a  view 
of  all  the  arguments  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  urge  on  this 


^The  present  town  of  Rutherfordton,  county  seat  of  Rutherford 
County,  both  county  and  town  being  named  for  General  Griffith 
Rutherford  who  crushed  the  Cherokees  in  1776,  and  performed 
other  inportant  military  services  during  the  Revolution. 

^The  present  site  of  Asheville. 

^The  various  Stages  of  the  boundary  issue  with  Georgia  from 
its  initiation  and  up  to  1806  may  best  be  reviewed  in  the  docu- 
ments submitted  to  Congress  in  that  year  and  as  a  result  of  Geor- 
gia's appeal  to  the  Federal  Government  to  intervene,  or  at  least 
to  participate  in  a  settlement.  See  Appendix  to  Annals  of  Con- 
gress, Ninth  Congress,  Second  Session,  1806-1807,  pp.  968-991. 
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subject,  would  swell  our  report  beyond  tlie  bounds  wbich 
appear  to  us  at  present  to  be  necessary,  it  will  be  sufft.  we  bope 
to  inform  you,  tbat  we  omitted  notbing  wbicb  occurred  to  us 
to  be  material  and  pertinent,  and  we  endeavored  in  as  clear 
a  manner  as  we  could,  to  sbow  tbat  tbe  expectations  of  tbe 
State  of  I^ortb  Carolina  in  tbis  respect  were  founded  on 
Justice,  reason,  tbe  precedents  establisbed  by  otber  States;  and 
tbat  to  disregard  tbe  influence  and  equity  of  tbese,  would  not 
comport  witb  tbat  liberal  and  magnanimous  policy  wbicb  Gov- 
ernments united  in  barmony  and  political  friendsbip  sbould  on 
all  occasions  evince  towards  eacb  otber.  We  also  endeavored  to 
establish  tbe  following  points  vizt. 

1st.     Tbat  tbe  claim  of  tbe  State  of  Georgia  to  tbe  soil  and 
H  jurisdiction   of  tbe   territory  in   question,   was   a   recent   one, 

acquired  and  commencing  only  in  tbe  yr.  1802,  wbile  we  could 
sbow  from  tbe  dates  of  grants  and  otber  autbentic  documents 
tbat  tbe  State  of  l^ortb  Carolina  bad  not  only  claimed  and 
exercised  an  uninterrupted  jurisdiction  since  tbe  conclusion 
of  tbe  revolutionary  war;  but  tbat  soon  after  tbe  commence- 
ment of  tbat  war  an  Army  of  l^ortb  Carolina  commanded  by 
Genl.  Rutberford  bad  actually  reduced  tbat  territory  by  tbe 
force  of  arms,  and  marcbed  into  tbe  country  of  tbe  enemy 
far  beyond  it. 

2d.  Tbat  as  I^ortb  Carolina  acquired  tbe  possession  of  tbe 
Soil  in  tbis  manner  in  ber  exertions  for  tbe  establisbment  of 
American  freedom  and  independence  and  conceived  it  to  be 
witbin  our  limits  as  defined  by  antient  cbarters  and  conven- 
tional agreements,  to  grant  tbe  lands  to  individuals  could  not 
be  deemed  disrespectful  to  nor  invation  of  tbe  territorial  rigbts 
of  any  otber  Government,  and  if  not  disrespectful  to,  nor 
invasion  of  tbese  rigbts  intentionally  tbe  purchasers  from 
Nortb  Carolina  sbould  be  considered  as  innocent  and  of  course 
entitled  by  considerations  of  equity  to  bave  tbeir  entries  and 
grants  confirmed. 

3d.  Tbat  tbe  lands  granted  by  I^ortb  Carolina  were  paid  for 
in  certificates  obtained  for  services  performed  in  tbe  common 
cause  of  tbe  American  revolution,  or  in  money  to  be  applied  to 
tbe  discbarge   of   tbose  certificates,   and   consequently   if   any 
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portion  tlie  grants  issued  slid,  be  found  to  be  for  lands  within 
the  State  of  Georgia,  this  consideration  shd.  have  weight  and 
operate  as  an  inducement  with  the  Government  of  that  state 
to  confirm  and  give  them  validity. 

4th.  That  it  must  be  manifest  from  the  uncertainty  which 
existed  on  both  sides  at  the  meeting  of  the  Commrs.  as  to  the 
place  where  the  line  would  probably  be  found  to  be,  that  the 
State  of  ISTorth  Carolina  never  issued  a  single  grant  for  any 
tract  of  land  knowing  it  to  be  within  the  bounds  of  another 
State,  and  consequently  whether  the  number  thus  issued  in 
mistake  shd.  on  the  actual  running  of  the  line  appear  to  be  few 
or  many,  the  principle  was  the  same,  and  that  they  ought  from 
considerations  of  respect  to  a  Sister  State  to  be  confirmed. 

In  reply  to  the  arguments  advanced  by  us  to  establish  these 
general  points,  the  Gentlemen  of  Georgia  with  great  candor 
and  liberality  admitted  the  justice  and  reasonableness  of  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  claims ;  but  declared  that  after  having 
deliberately  reflected  on  the  subject,  they  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  whatever  might  be  their  impressions  as  individ- 
uals, they  did  not  consider  their  powers  competent  to  enter  into 
any  stipulations  which  wd.  bind  the  state  of  Georgia  in  positive 
terms  to  confirm  those  claims  and  give  them  validity  in  the 
manner  which  we  wished  for  and  expected :  they  would  however 
willingly  undertake  to  recommend  them  to  the  liberality  of 
their  Government,  not  doubting  but  that  the  Legislature  would 
provide  by  law  for  their  confirmation  and  establishment  in  a 
manner  which  wd.  afford  a  satisfactory  and  adequate  relief. 
The  preliminary  discussions  here  closed,  and  the  Commrs. 
divided  themselves  into  two  Committees,  one  for  the  purpose  of 
preparing  the  draft  of  a  convention  in  proper  form,  the  other 
for  making  the  necessary  preparations  for  our  departure  to 
the  Mountains  in  search  of  the  35th  degree  of  I^orth  latitude. 
The  preparatory  arrangements  were  all  made  and  the  Con- 
vention marked  A.  herewith  transmitted  agreed  to  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th  of  June,  immediately  after  which  the  Commrs. 
proceeded  to  the  house  of  Major  Am'os  Justice  at  the  foot  of 
the  Blue  Ridge,  near  the  Saluda  or  Flat  rock  gap  where  the 
great  road  from  South  Carolina  to  Knoxville  passes  it. 
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We  were  assisted  by  Dr.  Jos.  Caldwell,  President  of  our 
University  and  the  Revd.  James  Hall  as  Artists,  with  the  best 
instruments  which  could  be  procured,  principally  those  be- 
longing to  the  University  which  the  Trustees  of  that  institution 
were  polite  enough  to  lend  to  the  Corcmissioners  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  State.  The  Commrs.  on  the  part  of  Georgia 
were  assisted  by  Dr.  Josiah  Meigs,  President  of  the  University 
at  Athens  in  that  State,  with  the  instruments  belonging  to  that 
Institution.  It  will  appear  by  the  joint  report  of  these  Gentle- 
men 'No.  1  dated  June  20th  1807 — that  they  agreed  in  making 
the  average  or  mean  of  their  observations  at  Major  Justices  to  be 
E'orth  latitude  35°.  22',  32''.  20'''  and  concluded  their  report 
by  recommending  to  the  Commrs.  to  proceed  for  the  South. 
This  we  immediately  resolved  to  do,  and  directed  our  next 
observations  to  be  made  in  a  field  on  the  flat  lands  of  Little 
River  near  the  house  of  Mr.  Charles  Lane,  which  by  the 
written  report  of  the  same  Gentleman  ISTo.  2.  dated  at  Mr. 
Lanes  June  22d.  1807  was  made  by  the  Artist  on  the  part  of 
ISTorth  Carolina  to  be  35°.  17'.  6".  93'"  by  the  Artist  on  the 
part  of  Georgia  35°.  18'  10".  22"'.  Appearing  by  these  re- 
peated observations  to  be  much  too  far  !N'orth,  the  Commrs. 
then  resolved  to  proceed  to  the  summit  of  the  Blue  Ridge  at 
or  near  its  most  Southern  bend  which  we  were  advised  by  some 
of  the  inhabitants  would  be  found  to  be  not  far  from  Dowthards 
Gap,  a  place  about  three  or  four  miles  from  the  Table  Moun- 
tain and  nearly  equidistant  from  the  promontory  called  Caesars 
Head  in  another  direction.  At  this  place  we  were  obliged  to 
pitch  tents  to  live  in,  and  though  attended  with  many  incon- 
veniences made  preparations  to  ascertain  the  point  of  latitude 
with  as  much  accuracy  as  possible.  The  results  of  the  difft. 
observations  made  here  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  reports 
of  the  Artists  No.  3.  dated  June  24th.  No.  4  June  26th— 
IsTo.  5.  June  28th,  and  I^o.  6  of  the  same  date,  made  by  Dr. 
Hall,  all  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted. 

While  the  Artists  were  making  these  astronomical  observa- 
tions, the  Commrs.  of  Georgia  became  impressed  with  an 
opinion  that  the  35th  degree  of  !N^orth  latitude  could  not  be 
found  on  any  part  of  the  Blue  Ridge  East  of  the  temporary 
boundary  line  of  the  Indians  established  in  pursuance  of  the 
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Treaty  of  tlie  Cherokees,  and  appeared  to  be  extremely  desirous 
to  adjourn  and  leave  our  proceedings  unfinished  until  tlie 
ensuing  October.  Tbey  first  suggested  tbis  proposition  in  con- 
versation, and  afterwards  in  tbe  form  of  a  written  communica- 
tion tbe  original  of  wbicb  is  herewith  transmitted  to  your 
Excellency  marked  B.  dated  Near  Douthards  Gap  June  25th. 
1807.  To  which  after  due  deliberation  we  returned  the  written 
answer  marked  C  dated  at  the  same  place  on  the  day  following, 
June  26th  1807.  After  these  communications  which  will  ex- 
plain themselves  without  comment,  several  personal  interviews 
took  place  between  the  Commrs.  of  the  two  States  which 
terminated  in  an  agreement  to  these  supplementary  conventions 
the  original  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted  marked  D.  and 
bearing  date  at  Douthards  Gap  the  27th  of  June  1807.  This 
supplement  and  the  convention  of  the  18th  agreed  to  at  Bun- 
combe Ct.  House  marked  A.  are  to  be  considered  as  standing  to- 
gether and  forming  the  final  agreement  between  the  two  States 
on  the  subject  of  boundary.  (I^.P.)  Having  thus  brought  our 
discussions  and  negotiations  to  an  amicable  conclusion,  we 
considered  it  to  be  our  duty,  without  delay  to  communicate  the 
result  to  the  Magistrates  and  other  ofiicers  civil  and  Military 
in  the  County  of  Buncombe,  that  they  might  as  far  as  depended 
on  them  respectively  cooperate  in  giving  effect  to  the  amnesty 
provided  for  in  the  one,  and  the  remission  of  forfeitures  and 
penalties  in  the  other.  With  this  view,  we  transmitted  by 
Express  to  the  Clerk  of  Buncombe  County  Court,  the  letter  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed  marked  E,  and  also  authen- 
ticated copies  of  the  Convention  and  Supplement.  These  we 
have  no  doubt  will  be  satisfactorily  and  favorably  received 
in  that  County,  but  it  may  perhaps  be  advisable,  and  we  heg 
leave  to  recommend  that  Your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  by 
proclamation  to  reiterate  the  injunctions  to  the  several  officers 
which  the  Commrs.  have  made  by  their  above-mentioned  letter 
of  30th.  of  June,  and  also  enjoin  upon  them  and  the  Citizens 
generally  a  strict  observance  of  the  stipulations  which  we  have 
entered  into  whether  positive  or  recommendatory  "until  tbe 
sense  of  the  Legislature  shall  be  had  and  known  thereon.'' 

We  have  now  only  to   add,  that   as   our  proceedings  have 
terminated  to  the  joint  satisfaction  of  the  Commrs.  we  hope 
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thej  will  be  favorably  received  by  tbe  people  and  Governments 
of  both  States,  and  that  those  collisions  and  irritations  which 
had  become  so  dangerous  to  the  public  tranquility  will  in  future 
be  effectually  and  completely  prevented.  In  all  the  measures 
which  appeared  to  us  necessary  to  ensure  this  great  and  de- 
sirable end,  we  found  the  Gentlemen  who  acted  on  the  part  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  ready  to  meet  us  with  the  same  just, 
elevated  and  conciliatory  views. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir 
With  great  respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  obt.  Servts. 
His  Excellency 

IN^athaniel  Alexander  Esq. 
Governor  of  the 
State  of  N'orth  Carolina. 
Endorsed : 

Rough  draft  of  a  report  to  the  Governmt. 
dated  Rutherford  Ct.  house  July  2d.  1807. 
John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


[June,  1807] 

Abstract  from  the  Reports  of  the  Artists  of  Georgia  and 
North  Carolina,  of  their  Several  Observations. 

1  At  Justices  June  20,  1807,  Average  or 

mean  35°  22'  32'^  20''^ 

2  At  Lanes  June  22d.  Josiah  Meigs     35°  18'  10'^  22''^ 

"       "  "       ''  Joseph  Caldwell     35°  17'     6'^  93'" 

"       "  "       "  James  Hall     35°  17'  20^'  2"' 

3  Douthards  Gap  June  24th  Josiah  Meigs     35°  11'     V  0''' 

"       Jos.Caldwell     35°     9'  15'^  21''' 

4  "  "     June  26th  Josiah  Meigs     35°     6'  20"  24'" 

"         "        "     Jos.Caldwell     35°     7'  21"  11'" 

The  following  acknowledged  to  be  exceedingly 
uncertain  on  accot.  of  the  weather 

5  Douthards  Gap,  June  28th  Josiah  Meigs     35°     2'  57"  56'" 

"       Jos.Caldwell     35°     4'  54"  4'" 

James  Hall     35°     3'  55"  49'" 

Siderial  observation  June  24,  Josiah  Meigs     34°  56'     0"  0 


'// 
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John  Haywood  to  John  St&ele 

Kaleigh  27*^^  Aug*  1807.— 
My  dear  Sir, 

The  letter  you  kindly  wrote  me  on  the  2^  ins*,  was  probably 
brought  to  this  place  in  due  course  of  the  Mail;  I  had  not, 
however,  the  pleasure  of  receiving  it  until  two  days  past :  it  was 
handed  to  my  Wife  with  some  other  Letters  and  she,  being 
engaged  at  the  time  laid  them  in  the  Desk  and  forgot  to  inform 
me  of  the  receipt  of  them :  but  for  this  accidental  circumstance 
I  should  certainly,  'ere  this,  have  done  myself  the  pleasure  of 
writing  you  in  answer. 

I  am  gratified  and  obliged  by  the  manner  in  which  you  are 
pleased  to  mention  my  endeavors  to  engage  M"".  Caldwell  to 
attend  you  and  the  other  Commissioners  of  this  State  on  your 
late  western  expedition,  and  am  pleased  that  you  found  him 
agreeable,  and  competent  to  the  business  in  which  you  wished 
his  services:  It  was  not  thought  convenient  nor  was  it  held  by 
the  Trustees  to  be  advisable  that  he  should  leave  the  University 
at  the  time  he  did,  as  the  Commencement  was  at  hand:  I  was 
anxious,  however,  that  he  should  go,  because  I  perceived  from 
your  Letters,  that  the  interest  of  the  State  required  it,  and  I 
was  particularly  solicitious  to  obtain  leave  for  him,  because  you 
desired  it  of  me ;  and  because  withal  I  hoped  such  a  relaxation 
from  advisary  business  Vv'ould  be  condusive  to  the  reestablish- 
ment  of  his  health,  and  to  the  restoration  of  that  tranquility 
and  ease  of  mind  which  had  appeared  greatly  affected  by  his 
family  losses  :^ — I  rejoice  on  every  account  that  the  Trustees 
consented  to  his  going,  and  especially  because  you  have  been 
accommodated   &  pleased   and   the   State   served  by   it : — You 


^Dr.  Joseph  Caldwell,  expert  of  the  Boundary  Commission  for 
North  Carolina  and  President  of  the  State  University  since  1804, 
had  married  Susan  Rowan,  daughter  of  Robert  Rowan  of  Fayette- 
ville.  It  was  this  wife  and  her  infant  daughter  whose  death 
occurred  in  1807  and  is  the  occasion  of  the  reference  above. 
Caldwell  married  a  second  time  in  1809,  the  second  wife  being 
Helen  Hogg  Hooper,  a  young  widow  of  Hillsboro  who  had  recently 
removed  from  Hillsboro  to  Chapel  Hill.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
James  Hogg  of  that  town,  a  wealthy  merchant  and  member  of  the 
Board!  of  Trustees  of  the  University.  See  Walker  Anderson. 
Oration  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  Joseph  Caldwell,  1835. 
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would  not  have  gone  unattended  by  an  Artist  wliom  you  deemed 
competent;  and  iiad  you  declined,  there  is  little  doubt  with 
me  but  the  business  of  our  Boundary  with  Georgia  would  have 
been  still  unsettled  and  in  the  wind. 

The  Report  as  well  as  the  correspondence  &^.  of  the  Com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  this  state,  must  be  highly  satisfactory 
&  gratifying  to  all  indeed.  I  can  truly  say,  that  I  think  we  can 
have  but  few  citizens  Avho  do  not  feel  a  degree  of  State  Pride 
as  well  as  personal  gratification  at  the  diplomatic  and  masterly 
manner  in  which  the  business  was  conducted  throughout  on  the 
part  of  l^orth  Carolina : — for  my  own  part,  I  am  infinitely 
more  gratified  by  that  display  of  ability  and  talents  evidenced 
in  conducting  and  closing  the  business,  than  was  by  the  ac- 
quisition of  Territory  which  was  the  result  of  it.^ 

I  paid  M^.  Trotter  one  hundred  Dollars  for  your  use,  taking 
his  Rec^  in  the  following  words  Yz.  "Rec^.  17^^.  May  1807  of 
John  Haywood,  ^'for  the  use  of  Gen^  Steele,  the  sum  of  One 
Hundred  Dollars,  in  consequence  of  the  above  and  foregoing 
Letter. 

$100.  Sign  R.     Trotter 

The  above  Rec*.  was  written  at  the  first  of  the  Letter  you 
favored  me  with  by  him :  in  case  you  shall  need  it,  I  will  here- 
after send  it  to  you  if  M''.  Trotter  gets  well,  he  will  recollect 
the  sum  paid  and  you  will  not  probably  need  the  Rec*. : — You 
draw  on  me  only  for  one  quarter  s  Interest : — the  mistake  was 
entirely  my  own : — on  M'*.  Trotter's  presenting  your  Letter  & 
my  informing  him  that  I  would  pay  him  one  hundred  Dollars ; 
he  observed  that  he  had  believed  your  Draft  for  fifty  Dollars 
only:  I,  however,  had  taken  up  the  idea,  without  recurring  to 
any  previous  payment,  that  a  quarters  In*,  amounted  to  one 


^Haywood's  gratification  at  the  boundary  settlement  with  Georgia 
was  premature.  A  pro\isionaI  agreement  of  date  June  27,  1S07, 
had  been  signed  by  the  Commissioners  of  both  states  and  North 
Carolina  promptly  ratified  the  same.  Georgia,  however,  virtually 
repudiated  the  work  of  her  Commissioners  and  rejected  the  agree- 
ment and  left  the  matter  still  open,  at  the  same  time  appealing  to 
Congress  for  a  decision  on  the  issue.  Congress  did  nothing  in  the 
matter.  In  1810  the  question  became  acute  again  and  led  to  local 
fighting,  Georgia,  however,  ultimately  relinquishing  the  territory 
north  of  the  line  drawn  by  the  Commission  in  1807.  See  documents 
below.  Also  of.  Henderson's  John  Steele,  N.  C.  Booklet,  Vol.  XVIII, 
No.  4,  p.  172,  et  seq. 
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hundred  Dollars;  and  therefore  again  repeated  that  it  was  one 
hundred  Dollars  that  I  was  to  pay  M"".  Trotter  for  you,  and 
paid  him  that  sum  accordingly : — I  have  no  merit  in  the  paym*., 
as  it  was  made  entirely  through  inattention  and  mistakes: — 
Had  you  wished  it  as  great  or  greater,  I  would  with  all  freedom 
have  met  your  wishes ;  but  I  made  this  paym*.  believing,  at  the 
time,  the  In*,  on  your  Daughters  Stock  was  one  hundred 
Dollars  p'".  quarter : — it  so  struck  me  at  the  receipt  of  your 
Letter  by  M"".  Trotter,  and  I  paid  accordingly;  and  probably 
should  never  have  discovered  or  thought  of  the  error  I  com- 
mitted, had  you  not  mentioned  it : — M^.  Trotter  said  he  had 
believed  you  informed  him,  he  would  receive  fifty  Dollars  only 
from  me ;  but  I  held  that  a  mistake  at  the  time,  and  so  went  on 
to  pay  according  to  the  mistaken  impression  I  had  at  first  con- 
ceived on  the  rec*.  of  your  Letter. — You  did  not  draw  for  one 
hundred  Dollars,  but  for  the  In*,  of  one  quarter  only;  which  at 
the  time  it  struck  me  was  one  hundred  Dollars. — If  M''.  Trotter 
gets  well,  he  will  recollect  all  about  it,  and  you  can  settle  the 
matter  with  him : — if  he  does  not  get  well,  I  will  send  you  the 
Letter  you  wrote  me  on  the  11  May,  Rec*.  at  the  foot  of  it : — 
I  dislike  making  such  a  blunder,  but  hope  M^.  Trotter  will  get 
well  and  set  the  matter  right : — Should  any  difficulty  whatever 
grow  out  of  my  carelessness  in  this  particular,  please  inform 
me,  and  I  will  at  once  forward  to  you  the  Rec*.  given  to  me  by 
M"".  Trotter : — If  he  continues  ill,  I  will  be  glad  you  would 
mention  the  matter  to  him;  as  it  looks  not  a  little  strange 
that  I  should  insist  on  paying  him  one  hundred  Dollars,  when 
you  had  drawn  for  one  quarters  In*,  only  and  when  he  informed 
me,  he  had  believed  he  was  to  receive  fifty  Dollars  and  not  one 
hundred. 

At  present  I  do  not  know  how  to  advise  you  in  regard  to  the 
negroe  purchases  you  wish  to  make:  I  will,  however,  not  lose 
sight  of  the  matter,  and  will  not  fail  to  give  to  you  such  infor- 
mation as  may  appear  to  be  useful,  should  it  be  in  my  power 
to  obtain  any. — I  will  enquire  of  the  Clerk  of  the  federal 
Court  and  of  others.  I  cannot  think  ISTegroes  can  be  had  on 
any  terms  in  either  Halifax  or  I^ewbern  Districts,  at  private 
sale:  such  however  may  be  the  case: — ^I  have  heard  of  some 
late  purchases  in  those  Districts,  but  the  Negroes  were  worth- 
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less — not  young — not  yet  in  families: — If  I  can  advise  you, 
I  will. 

^0  man  can  regret  more  tlian  I  do  the  appearance  of  a 
Rupture  with  Great  Britain/  I  cannot  see,  however,  how  it  can 
be  avoided. — That  IsTation  must  be  mad  to  treat  us  as  she  does, 
and  at  this  juncture  too : — I  could  join  you  in  wishing  the 
authors  of  the  war,  if  we  must  of  necessity  have  war,  and  I 
know  not  how  it  can  be  gotten  over  unless  the  British  Gov*, 
will  execute  their  Adm^  and  deny  he  acted  by  authority/  at 
least  half  way  to. — America  must  not  be  insulted;  and  yet  we 
all  know  the  possiWe  evils  to  the  country  from  our  going  to 
war  just  now  are  incalculable: — among  its  worst  consequence, 
I  dread  it  will  connect  or  bring  us  more  closely  to  the  french 
l^ation:^ — 'No  man  is  more  unwilling  to  have  the  honour  of 
our   country   sacrificed   or   even   insulted,   than   I    am :   I    am 


^The  renewal  of  war  between  England  and  France  in  May,  1803. 
after  the  temporary  lull  brought  about  by  the  Treaty  of  Amiens 
in  1802,  resubjected  American  ocean  trade  to  the  same  vexatious 
restrictions  and  impositions  from  which  it  had  suffered  from  1793 
to  1802.  England  having  command  of  the  sea,  could  make  her  will 
effective.  Besides  confining  our  trade  in  narrow  and  rigid  limits, 
in  1805  she  renewed  and  made  more  burdensome  the  policy  of 
impressing  American  merchant  seamen  into  her  naval  service  on 
the  claim  that  they  were  either  British  born  or  deserters  from 
British  ships.  Jefferson's  second  administration,  beginning  March 
4,  1805,  found  this  one  of  the  most  vexatious  problems  it  had  to 
solve,  or  else  drift  into  war.  June  22,  1807,  a  sort  of  culmination 
of  British  impositions  occurred  in  the  Chesapeake-Leopard  affair 
in  which  the  British  naval  vessel  Leopard  stopped  the  United 
States  frigate  Chesapeake  on  the  high  sea,  demanded  the  surrender 
of  seamen  who  were  said  to  be  deserters  from  the  British  naval 
service,  and  on  refusal,  fired  into  her  killing  and  wounding  twenty- 
one  men.  The  British  had  taken  the  American  vessel  by  surprise  and 
her  fiag  was  hauled  down.  Thereupon  four  alleged  deserters  were 
taken  off  the  Chesapeake.  Public  passion  was  inflamed  in  America 
by  the  outrage  and  war  with  Great  Britain  seemed  inevitable 
during  the  last  half  of  1807.  Prompt  satisfaction  could  not  be  had 
from  England  and  in  December,  1807,  Jefferson  put  into  operation 
the  Embargo  Act.  For  subsequent  developments  that  delayed  war 
until  1812  see  any  history  of  the  period,  or  Channing  History  of  the 
United  States,  Vol.  IV,  p.  379  et  seq. 

^Haywood  as  State  Treasurer,  an  oflBce  in  the  power  of  the  legis- 
lature to  fill,  usually  was  rather  wary  in  his  expression  of  political 
sentiment  of  a  decided  character.  The  Republican  party  had  been 
continuously  in  power  in  the  State  since  1800  as  well  as  in  the 
nation.  Nevertheless  Haywood  in  his  private  letters  to  good 
Federalists  like  Steele  unconsciously  betrays  his  party  bias.  All 
American  Federalists  tended  to  regard  Republican  and  Napoleonic 
France  with  profound  suspicion  and  distrust  and  deorecate  any- 
thing which  tended  to  force  us  toward  that  power. 
Vol.  2—5 
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entirely  desirous  that  it  should  be  vindicated,  cost  what  it  may : 
— unless  the  British  Gov*,  make  as  ample  &  satisfactory  atone- 
ment for  the  insult  offered  and  injury  done,  I  think  we  must 
have  war  with  their  power: — I  know  not  by  what  other  means 
the  wounded  honour  of  the  U.  S.  can  be  salved :  and  yet  there 
is  not  a  man  in  the  Union  who  deprecates  the  evils  which  war 
will  necessarily  produce  to  this  our  young  and  rising  Country 
more  than  I  do: — I  wish  to  God  that  an  honorable  [solution?] 
were  practicable ! — 

Polk  is  still  away  but  his  wife  has  just  returned  from  her 
Fathers,  where  she  spent  the  summer.^ — Sherwood  and  his  wife 
are  in  health  and  are  obliged  by  your  remembrance  as  are  my 
wife  and  myself. 

y"".  friend 

John  Haywood. 

I   am   sorry   we   are   not   to   see  you   here   at   the   ensuing 

Assembly — 

JH 
A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Hu(gh)  Campbell  to  John  Steele 

Fayetteville  I^over.  3/1807 
John  Steele  Esquire 

Bought  of  Hugh   Campbell 
2  Ends,  cotton  Bagging  76-1/2  yds a  5/     £19.2.6 


19.2.6 

Kec'd  payment  for  the  above  nineteen  Pounds  two  shillings  & 
sixpence  handed  per  Mr.  Murphy  this  15th  day  of  February, 
1808. 

Htj[gh]  Campbell. 

Fayetteville 

A.R.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


^See  note  2  to  Haywood  Letter  of  June  2,  18)07,  above. 
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Joshua  G.  Wright  to  John  Steele 

Wilmington  Deer.  29th  1807. 
Dear  Sir 

In  a  letter  whicli  I  wrote  you  from  Raleigh  I  intimated  to 
you  that  it  was  probable  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Cape 
Fear  would  establish  in  the  Town  of  Salisbury  an  office  of  Dis- 
count. Since  my  return  from  that  place  the  measure  has  been 
determined  on,  and  by  a  Resolution  of  the  Board  I  am  author- 
ized &  instructed  to  correspond  with  you  on  the  subject,  and  to 
engage  with  some  person  at  that  place  who  will  undertake  the 
agency  on  the  part  of  the  Bank.  The  object  of  the  establish- 
ment &  the  duties  of  the  agent  are  detailed  in  a  letter  which 
I  had  the  honour  of  writing  you  on  the  23d  March  last,  &  to 
which  I  beg  leave  to  refer ;  but  as  the  business  of  the  office  will 
probably  be  greater,  &  no  doubt  more  advantageous  to  the  Bank, 
than  what  was  then  expected,  in  consequence  of  the  States  be- 
coming interested  in  the  institution,  the  Directors  have  agreed 
to  offer  a  Salary  of  five  hundred  dollars  to  the  agent  instead 
of  three  hundred  the  sum  then  proposed.  He  giving  bond  se- 
curity in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

It  would  give  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  much  satisfaction 
to  have  the  establishment  under  your  management  &  I  hope 
that  you  will  consider  it  an  object  worthy  of  your  acceptance. 
Should  you  do  so  &  give  me  information  accordingly,  measures 
will  be  immediately  taken  for  transmitting  you  the  rules  & 
regulations  for  the  Government  of  the  office  with  a  sufficient 
sum  in  notes  to  commence  its  operations,  but  should  you  de- 
cline you  will  oblige  the  Board  by  engaging  some  other  person 
to  undertake  its  management  on  whom  reliance  can  be  placed 
to  perform  its  duties  with  fidelity  &  dilligence.  It  is  desirable 
to  commence  the  business  as  early  as  possible,  I  will  therefore 
be  obliged  by  your  attention  to  it  as  soon  as  your  convenience 
will  enable  you  to  give  it. 

With  respect  &  esteem 
Your  obt.  Servt. 

JosA.  G.  Wright.  B.  C.  F. 
34 
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(A]^SWEE) 

Salisbuey  Jany.  24tli.  1808. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  letter  of  the  27t]i  ulto.  acknowledging  the  rect.  of 
yrs.  by  Mr.  Henderson  of  the  18th. — I  have  been  favored  with 
yrs.  of  the  28th. — Supposing  that  you  wd.  from  the  contents  of 
that  letter  count  upon  my  acceptance,  I  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  make  any  further  declaration  of  my  intention,  and  from 
the  desire  which  you  expressed  of  having  the  business  com- 
menced as  soon  as  possible,  I  concluded  that  some  of  the  Direc- 
tors wd.  come  on  immediately  to  superintend  its  organization, 
without  waiting  to  hear  from  me  again. — This  is  the  reason 
which  prevented  me  from  acknowledging  the  recet.  of  yr.  letter 
of  the  28th  as  soon  as  it  came  to  hand. — ^A  set  of  books  ruled 
in  proper  form — blanks  for  making  the  returns — and  tables  to 
save  labor  and  ensure  accuracy  in  making  the  discounts  will  be 
wanted. — It  will  also  be  attended  with  convenience  and  of  course 
satisfaction  to  all  concerned  to  have  a  qnty.  of  cents  and  half 
cents  for  the  purposes  of  exact  change,  and  I  continue  to  think 
it  indispensably  necessary  to  have  a  good  iron  chest. 

(The  remainder  of  the  letter  not  necessary  to  be  copied 

) 

(as    it    relates    all   together    to    information    obtained    in 

) 

(relation  to  the  views  of  the  Bank  of  I^ew  Bern. 

J.  S. 
(To  Josh.  G.  Wright 
Wilmington,  K.  C.) 

Addressed : 

Fayette  8th  Jany  I21/2 

John  Steele  Esquire 
Salisbury 
Mail 
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Endorsed : 

Joshua  G.  Wright,  Esqr. 

to 
John  Steele 

Wilmington  Decemr.  28th  1807. 
Containing  an  offer  of  the  Agency 
at  Salisbury — Salary  $500  pr.  ann. 
Answr.  within. 

Autograph  initials.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical 
Commission. 


John  Haywood  to  John  Steele 

Ealeigh  6*h.  Jan^.  1808.— 
My  dear  Sir, 

By  the  last  Western  Mail  I  had  the  pleasure  of  your  favour 
of  the  28^^.  ult^. — for  months  before  I  remembered  I  owed 
and  had  promised  you  a  Letter  on  the  subject  of  your  enquiry, 
in  the  course  of  the  late  summer,  in  regard  to  the  prices  and 
probability  of  purchasing  JSTegroes  on  good  terms  in  this  or 
the  lower  parts  of  the  State,  and  particularly  at  sales  to  be  made 
by  the  Marshal : — ^I  enquired  of  M"".  West,  who  has  lately  done 
very  little  business,  who  answered,  that  the  negroes  held  by 
him  in  the  lower  part  of  this  State  are  generally  of  the  most 
worthless  sort — seldom  in  families — and  commonly  such  as 
were  selected  by  the  debtors  as  being  the  least  valuable  pos- 
sessed by  them. — I  endeavored  to  obtain  such  information  as 
might  serve  you  from  other  quarters,  but  without  success : — in 
Edgecombe,  Halifax,  I^Tash,  Pitt,  Johnston,  Granville,  Warren 
and  Franklin,  ]^egroes  sell  at  what  I  call  a  very  high  price: — 
likely  man  from  400  to  500  Dollars — stout  Boys  from  350  to 
400  Dollars — and  Women  from  300  to  375  Dollars — A  negro 
man  of  mine  has  a  wife  a  Wench  formerly  of  the  estate  of  Willie 
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Jones^  and  lately  belonging  to  M"*.  Littlejolin,^  wlio  married 
Jones'  Daughter : — This  is  a  small  woman  and,  from  appear- 
ance, considerably  upward  of  thirty  years  of  age — she  has  three 
small  children  by  my  man — ^has  lived  at  my  plantation  for  some 
years  and  expressed  a  desire  of  remaining  with  her  Husband 
who  was  likewise  importunate  in  his  entreaties  that  she  should 
stay  with  him. — M"*.  Littlejohn  was  desirous  of  selling  her  and 
her  children  to  raise  money  to  meet  a  payment  to  be  made  for 
the  Lands  he  purchased  in  Granville: — preparatory  to  a  sale  I 
got  her  and  the  three  infants  valued  last  spring,  or  rather  her 
and  two  of  them  then  in  sight,  the  other  being  since  born,  by 
Polk,  White  and  Sugg : — The  value  assessed  was  500  Dollars : — 
M''.  Littlejohn  declined  taking  it,  and  I  have  now  lately,  to 
accomodate  these  negroes  and  inasmuch  as  the  owner  seemed 
sanguine  in  his  expectation  of  selling  for  that  sum  to  some  of 


^Willie  Jones,  of  Halifax,  died  1801.  Jones  was  educated  at  Eaton 
and  prior  to  the  Revolution  represented  the  conservative  type  of 
English  colonial  gentleman.  Nevertheless  when  the  issues  with  the 
mother  country  arose  he  sensed  in  a  clearer  way  than  any  of  his 
North  Carolina  contemporaries  the  force  of  the  democratic  under- 
current which  was  moving  his  countrymen  quite  as  much  as 
England's  abuse  of  her  power  over  them.  His  ideal  became  inde- 
pendence and  democracy,  while  that  of  his  class  generally  in  the 
Southern  colonies  was  merely  independence.  In  the  formative  and 
reconstruction  period  of  the  State's  independent  life  he  became  the 
universally  recognized  and  implicitly  obeyed  leader  of  the  popular 
party  which  sought  to  embody  practical  democracy  in  the  institu- 
tional life  of  the  commonwealth.  A  corollary  of  this  attitude  was 
extreme  jealousy  of  any  force  which  tended  to  abridge  the  inde- 
pendence so  newly  won.  Hence  opposition  to  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution of  1787,  implying  as  it  did  subtraction  from  individual 
state  powers,  was  natural  to  Jones's  party  in  North  Carolina.  He 
was  in  complete  control  of  the  Hillsborough  Convention  of  1788 
which  rejected  that  document.  After  the  logic  of  circumstances 
had  forced  the  State  in  at  the  close  of  the  succeeding  year  Jones 
withdrew  from  direct  participation  in  politics.  To  the  day  of  his 
death,  however,  he  remained  the  mentor  of  a  body  of  lieutenants 
who  upheld  in  State  and  Nation  those  doctrines  which  by  1800 
could  be  properly  labled  "Jeffersonian  Republicanism."  See  also 
the  editor's  State  Rights  and  Political  Parties  in  North  Carolina, 
1776-1861,  chap.  I.  Jones's  official  service  consisted  of  membership 
in  the  Commons  for  the  borough  of  Halifax  1777,  1778  and  for  the 
county  1779,  1780;  in  the  Senate  1782,  1784,  1788;  president  of  the 
Council  of  Safety  1776;  Continental  Congress,  1780;  and  the  Hills- 
borough Convention,  1788. 

^Joseph  B.  Littlejohn,  husband  of  Anne  Maria,  Jones's  third 
daughter.  Of  his  other  two  daughters,  Sally  married  Hutchins  G. 
Burton,  Governor,  1824-27,  and  Martha  married  John  W.  Epps,  of 
Virginia,  Congressman,  and  by  his  first  marriage  the  husband  of 
Maria  Jefferson,  daughter  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 
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the  Tobacco  Planters  in  Granville,  been  oblige  to  pay  Six  hun- 
dred Dollars  as  the  purchase  Money  of  this  family  of  IsTegroes : — 
it  is  true  this  hard  bargain  was  made  before  we  had  notice  of 
the  Embargo/  or  it  would  not  have  been  closed  by  me  on  such 
terms: — I  mention  it  however  to  you  by  way  of  showing  how 
Negroes  sell  here  and  hereabout : — CoP.  Polk,  now  and  then 
picks  up  one  and  occasionally  two  or  three  Boys  or  Boys  and 
Girls,  on  much  more  advantageous  terms :  but  he  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  applied  to  by  the  Sellers,  as  a  monied  Man; 
and  has  moreover  the  additional  advantage  of  a  very  general 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  together  with  that  of  being  good 
at  a  bargain. — From  all  I  have  been  able  to  learn  I  am — of 
opinion,  that  you  can  lay  out  such  monies  as  you  may  incline 
to  invest  in  the  purchase  of  Negroes,  in  case  you  still  think 
of  purchasing,  to  greater  advantage  at  Norfolk  than  at  any 
other  place  as  near ;  in  this  I  may  be  mistaken  and  matters 
may  not  be  there  now  as  they  were  some  months  past,  but  in 
the  course  of  last  spring  and  summer  I  have  been  told  many 
excellent  Bargains  in  Negroes  were  had  in  Norfolk: — But  why 
purchase  Negroes  now,  when  we  are  not  like  to  have  prices  for 
any  kind  of  produce  whatever,  and  when  it  is  said  the  Stocks 
of  the  Banks  of  No  Carolina  command  such  bonds  and  Divi- 
dends? You  understand  these  matters,  however,  better  than  I 
do,  and  can  therefore  judge  more  correctly  of  them. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiries  you  are  pleased  to  make  in  your 
last  above  mentioned,  I  add  the  following  Yz. 

The  Paper  of  our  Banks  is  made  receivable  by  an  act  of  the 
last  Assembly  at  the  Treasury  for  Taxes  and  all  other  public 
Dues: — Provided  the  Banks  close  with  the  proposition  made 
them  by  the  State  and  issue  Shares  or  Stock  to  N^.  Carolina 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  Acts  for  their  in- 


^The  embargo  laid  on  shipping  by  Congressional  Act  signed  by 
President  Jefferson  December  22,  1807  in  an  endeavor  to  force  con- 
cessions from  England  in  her  policy  of  restrictions  upon  neutral 
trade  during  her  war  against  Napoleon,  This  particular  Embargo 
Act  was  greatly  influenced  by  the  Chesapeake-Leopard  affair.  See 
above.  The  Embargo,  by  cutting  off  export,  greatly  depressed 
prices  of  raw  products  in  America,  thus  effecting  adversely  the 
whole  economic  structure. 
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corporation  :^ — This  the  Barik  of  Cape  Fear  lias  agreed  to  do — 
and  the  Bank  of  'New  Bern  will  of  course  be  ruled  to  do. 

The  Agent  at  Ealeigh  is  occupied  at  least  two  days  in  the 
Week  in  the  business  of  the  Bank — and  were  that  business  ex- 
tended as  it  might  be  by  discounting  more  diffusively,  he  might 
be  occupied  well  nigh  the  whole  of  the  Week. 

There  is  but  little  Writing  in  correspondence — The  Entries 
in  the  Books  and  the  Weekly  Returns  depend  for  their  length 
on  the  quality  of  business  done,  as  will  readily  occur  to  you. 

The  Borrowers  have  as  yet  been  punctual,  and  there  have  been 
few,  if  any  instances  of  suit,  either  at  Wilmington,  Fayette,  or 
this  place — none  I  believe. — In  case  of  suit  the  Protest,  in  this 
place,  would  be  drawn  by  Gales,  who  is  our  l^otary  Public : — at 
Salisbury  it  might  be  drawn  by  the  Agent ;  who  could  obtain 
the  appointm*.  of  Notary  from  the  Gov^.  and  would  of  course 
be  entitled  to  his  fee. 

The  Agent  is  furnished  with  Rowlett  Tables : — The  sums  dis- 
counted at  this  place  heretofore  have,  I  apprehend,  been  small; 
not  from  the  want  of  respectable  applicants  and  those  well 
backed  but  from  the  want  of  funds : — I  have  understood  the  case 
will  be  altered  in  future,  and  probably  the  Discounts  here  will 
be  considerable — they  may  be  made  very  much  so,  if  the  Direc- 
tors want  it. 

The  Agent  has  no  Chest  furnished : — it  is  known  he  uses  one 
of  CoP.  Polk's — were  this  not  to  be  had,  possibly  the  Directors 
would  consider  it  their  interest  to  furnish  one  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  their  money  &^. — No  Postage — No  Stationary,  save 
Books — N^o  office  Rent  is  allowed  the  Agent  here. — his  Salary 
is  Three  hundred  Dollars  (300)  and  that  sum,  small  as  it  is, 
is  to  cover  and  include  all  expenses,  as  I  understand  the  mat- 


^The  Bank  of  Cape  Pear,  at  Wilmington,  and  the  Bank  of  New 
Bern  were  the  first  fiscal  institutions  organized  under  State  law  in 
North  Carolina.  They  received  their  charters  in  1804,  with  an 
authorized  combined  capital  of  $450,000.  The  State  reserved  the 
right  to  subscribe  250  shares  in  each  bank  and  in  1807  took  up  this 
number.  The  two  banks  were  given  the  right  of  note  issue  and 
almost  from  the  first  resorted  to  note  issues  instead  of  bank  credits 
in  making  loans.  Depreciation  set  in  at  an  early  date  despite  the 
State's  action  in  making  the  notes  receivable  for  public  and 
private  dues.  For  Acts  of  incorporation  of  the  banks  see  Haywood's 
Manual  of  the  Laws  of  North  Carolina,  fourth  edition  (1819)  p.  46, 
et  seq. 
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ter. — He  gives  Bond  in  the  sum  of  $10,000  Dollars,  conditioned 
for  tlie  faithful  performance  of  his  duty  in  office — the  due  Re- 
turn of  all  Books,  Monies,  Papers  &^.  belonging  to  the  Bank 
when  the  same  shall  be  required;  &^.  &^. — 

The  banking  business  is  brisk  below,  and  might  be  done  in 
abundance  here,  were  the  funds  equal  to  the  applications: — I 
suppose  it  will  be  continued,  and  it  is  at  present  probable  that 
it  will  prove  highly  beneficial  to  those  concerned  as  Stockhold- 
ers:— The  Merchants  who  have  little  Money  like  the  Banks, 
those  who  have  much  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  better  with- 
out them  than  with  them: — I  suppose  debts  are  collected  more 
easily  through  the  accommodations  afforded  by  the  Banks ;  and 
the  Dealers  or  Merchants,  no  doubt  avail  themselves  of  the 
opp*^.  of  urging  their  creditors  the  more,  seeing  money  may  be 
had : — JSTone  huxter  it  in  the  lower  country  more  besides  with 
the  view  of  getting  hard  money  for  Bills — Paper  is  paid  and 
not  specie,  to  those  who  apply,  and  this  being  the  case,  few  do 
apply. 

Before  this  reaches  you  the  Embargo  will  be  known — If  we 
have  war,  as  you  will  observe,  all  must  do  something  in  addition 
to  their  ordinary  business  to  ensure  the  support  of  themselves 
and  families: — I  do  not  much  like  to  see  or  know  that  you  do 
accept  the  app*.  offered  you,  because  the  executing  of  the  duties 
of  it  require  neither  the  Talents  nor  that  standing  in  life  which 
your  friends  and  the  world  allow  you: — I  had  rather  much 
rather  see  you  called  to  some  elevated  or  diplomatic  station, 
which  would  give  scope  for  the  exercise  of  your  faculties,  but 
as  nothing  of  this  kind  offers,  and  we  cannot  rule  the  fates, 
and  as  it  appears  withal  that  war  is  at  hand,  I  do  not  know 
how  to  advise;  possibly  you  had  as  well  do  business  for  the 
Bank  as  to  remain  idle: — but  if  you  do  embark  in  their  em- 
ploy, make  better  terms  for  yourself  than  they  appear  disposed 
to  offer  others. — ^I  write  in  haste  and  at  night. 
Adieu  &  believe  me  truly 
yours 

John  Haywood. 
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I  send  your  Daughters  In*,  for  the  Dec"",  quarter — say — fifty 
Dollars: — Please  let  me  know  whether  you  ever  settled  the  In*, 
p^.  Trotter  in  satisfactory  &  proper  sort,  and  if  he  accounted 
as  I  stated  the  matter  to  you — say  for  $100 — It  is  late  and 
not  a  minute  before  the  closing  of  the  Mail  which  will  excuse 
my  slovenly  letter,  I  hope 


JH. 


Maj^.  Gen\  John  Steele 
Salisbury 
'N^.  Carolina 
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David  Anderson  to  John  Steel(e) 

Fayetteville  29th  Jany.  1808. 
Mr.  John  Steel 
Dear  Sir, 

The  bearer  hereof  Mr.  John  Murphy  a  worthy  young  man 
who  has  lived  with  me  some  time  goes  to  your  place  to  look 
out  for  a  Store  &  to  commence  business  any  assistance  rendered 
by  you  will  be  esteemed  a  great  favor. 

With  regard  to  business  it  is  mostly  at  a  stand  here  &  in 
Wilmington,  public  affairs  look  bad  what  with  the  decrees  of 
France  &  Great  Britain  we  shall  be  hard  squeesed,  much  is  ex- 
pected from  Mr.  Rose's^  mission  but  I  fear  it  will  soon  end  in  a 


^George  Rose  was  sent  over  by  England  in  1808  to  treat  regarding 
the  Cheasapeake  affair  and  to  calm,  without  concessions,  the  rising 
tide  of  hostile  sentiment  in  America  in  respect  to  impressment  of 
American  seamen  and  the  Orders  in  Council  which  bore  so  hardly 
upon  neutral  trade.  The  mission  ended  in  failure.  See  Executive 
Documents,  1808;  3  Madison's  Writings. 
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war  with  G.  B.  my  best  respects  wait  upon  Mrs  Steel  &  family 
&  believe  me 

Dear  Sir 

Your  very  bumbl.  Servt. 

David  Andeeson. 
Addressed : 

Mr.  John  Steel 

Salisbury 
Mr.  Murphy 
Endorsement : 
David  Anderson 

to 
John  Steele.    Jany  29th  1808 
No  answr  necessary. 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


David  Anderson  to  John  Steele 

Fayetteville  5th  Feb^  1808. 
Mr.  John  Steele 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  favor'd  with  yours  of  the  24th  Ulto.  a  few  days  ago  I 
did  myself  this  pleasure  by  Mr.  Murphy — I  am  truly  glad  you 
have  consented  to  take  the  Agency  at  Salisbury/  you  will  find 
your  account  in  it  &  it  will  be  only  amusement  to  you — All 
things  will  be  furnished  to  you  by  the  Bank — it  is  uncertain 
whether  I  shall  go  to  Salisbury  or  not,  notwithstanding  the 
Embargo^  I  have  my  hands  full  but  Mr.  Winslow^  or  I  will 
go  up. 


^Steele  had  just  now  assumed  the  headship  of  the  newly  estab- 
lished Salisbury  Branch  of  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear. 

^The  Embargo  Act,  signed  by  President  Jefferson,  Dec.  22,  1807, 
inhibiting  the  departure  of  American  vessels  from  the  ports  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  Jefferson's  policy  to  hurt  England  in  her 
trade  and  thus  to  force  modifications  of  her  Orders  in  Council. 
The  policy  was  an  ultimate  failure.  See  James  Schouler,  History 
of  the  Unted  States,  II,  178-199. 

^John  Winslow,  of  Fayetteville  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  Cape  Pear  and  member  of  Commons  from  that  borough,  1815- 
1819. 
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The  best  information  &  from  all  tlie  calculations  I  can  make 
tlie  Embargo  will  last  until  1st  May,  but  at  tbis  time  tbe  wbole 
wisdom  of  Congress  cannot  tell  bow  long  it  may  last  as  every 
day  brings  forward  some  new  matter  from  Europe.  Mr.  Mad- 
dison  will  most  undoubtedly  be  our  next  President — I  am 

Dear  Sir 

Yours  respectfully 

David  Anderson. 
Addressed : 

Jobn  Steele  Esquire 

Salisbury  ]^.  C. 

Endorsement  in  Steele's  band : 

Dav^  Anderson  Esq. 

15*^  Eeby.  1808. 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Joshua  G.  Wright^  to  John  Steele 

Wilmington  Eeby  6tb  1808. 
Dear  Sir 

Your  favour  of  tbe  24tb  ultimo  was  received  by  tbe  last  mail. 
As  your  letter  of  tbe  27tb  of  Deer,  last  was  in  answer  to  mine 
of  tbe  18tb  of  tbe  same  montb  written  in  an  unofficial  character, 
and  as  my  letter  of  tbat  date  did  not  specify  tbe  terms  on  wbicb 
tbe  Directors  of  tbe  Bank  of  Cape  Fear  bad  determined  to  es- 
tablish an  office  of  discount  at  Salisbury,  I  did  not  feel  myself 
at  liberty  to  say  possitively  to  the  Directors  that  you  would 
undertake  the  management  of  the  office,  and  waited  for  your 
reply  to  my  letter  written  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  of 
the  Board.  We  are  all  pleased  that  you  have  agreed  to  take 
Charge  of  the  office  and  as  soon  as  we  can  prepare  Bank  notes 
sufficient  to  commence  its  operation,  they  shall  be  forwarded  to 
you  with  the  rules  &  regulations  for  its  government.  If  one 
of  the  Directors  does  not  attend  in  person.  Forms  &  Books  will 
be  forwarded  sufficiently  precise  &  explicit  to  instruct  you  as 


^Steele  to  Wright,  April  12,  1807.     Wright  was  president  of  the 
Bank  of  Cape  Fear,  Wilmington. 
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to  the  routine  of  the  business.  An  Iron  chest  will  also  be  pro- 
cured. The  Treasurer  in  behalf  of  the  State,  made  his  sub- 
scription for  250  Shares  on  the  first  instant,  so  that  the  JNTotes 
of  the  Bank  have  become  receivable  at  the  Treasury  &  a  tender 
in  all  Public  dues.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  our  Board  to  open 
any  Subscription  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  Capital  of 
the  institution.  The  increase  produced  by  the  Subscription  on 
the  part  of  the  State  will  extend  it  sufficiently  for  the  present — 
but  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Gentlemen  you  wish  to  assist 
you  in  making  discounts  to  become  Stock-Holders.  They  could 
purchase  here  a  Share  or  two.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to 
mention  their  names  and  inform  me  if  they  would  aid  you  in 
that  particular.  It  was  to  Mr.  Anderson^  &  not  to  me  that  you 
formerly  mentioned  their  names. 

Be  pleased  to  offer  my  best  respects  &  regards  to  Mr.  Hen- 
derson.^    Yours  with  esteem  &  regard 

JosHA.  G.  Weight. 
P.S. 

The  Directors  of  the  ^NTewbern  Bank  have  not  yet  acceded 
to  the  terms  offered  by  the  State,  but  as  we  have  come  into  the 
measure  they  will  no  doubt  follow  us. 

(On  Same  Sheet.) 

Salisbuky  Peby.  28th  1808. 
Dear  Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  6th  inst,  which  came  to  hand 
by  last  post,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  Archibald  Henderson, 
and  Lewis  Beard  Esqrs.  are  willing  to  act  as  Directors,  and 
they  are  in  all  respects  proper  persons  to  be  appointed.  The 
names  of  one  or  two  more  may  be  added  hereafter,  if  the  Board 
at  Wilmington  desire  it. 

I  am  &ca. 

(John  Steele) 
Joshua  G.  Wright,  Esqr. 


^David  Anderson,   Fayetteville,   a   director   of   the   Bank   of   Cape 
Fear. 
^Archibald  Henderson  of  Salisbury. 
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Joseph  Nourse  to  John  Steele 

City  of  Washington  14  feb  1808 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  handing  to  you,  the  Accounts  of 
the  Printers,  for  J^ine  Dollars,  the  Subscription  is  $5  for  each 
paper,  but  I  had  paid  one  Dollar  on  your  account  out  of  your 
Monies  before,  and  as  I  charged  you  Ten  dollars  I  remain  one 
dollar  in  your  Debt. 

I  understand  the  I^egotiation  is  going  forward,  and  that  in 
the  course  of  5  or  6  weeks,  when  Congress  have  got  through  the 
current  business,  the  President  will  make  a  Communication  to 
both  Houses  on  the  subject  of  our  Foreign  Relations  upon  which 
it  is  presumed  Congress  will  pass  Laws  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident to  act  as  Emergencies  may  render  expedient  during  the 
recess  of  the  National  Legislature.  It  appears  to  me  very 
desirable  that  we  should  maintain  our  [N^eutral  situation,  for  at 
the  fag  end  of  a  War  it  would  be  very  distressing  to  be  involved 
with  either  of  the  two  beligerent  Powers. 

Mrs.  l!^ourse  joins  me  in  affectionate  Respects  to  yourself 
Mrs  Steele  and  family.    I  am  D  Sir 

With  great  regard 

Your  ob.  friend  &  Sert. 

Joseph  ISTourse.^ 

General  Jno.  Steele. 

El^CLOSURES : 
Genl.  John  Steele 

To  Samuel  H.  Smith,^ 

dols.  cts. 
Eor  his  subscription  to  the  N'ATIOT^AL  IISTTELLI- 

GEJNTCER,  from  Jan.  1.  1807  to  Jan.  1.  1808—  5. 

Received  the  above,  thro  Jos.l^ourse  Esq. 

Sam.  W.  Smith. 


^Register  of  the  United  States  Treasury.  For  sketch  see  note  1, 
Nourse  to  Steele,  July  2,  1804. 

^Samuel  Harrison  Smith,  who  inaugurated  in  1800,  at  Washing- 
ton, the  National  Intelligencer  and  Washington  Advertiser,  and 
which  rapidly  became  prosperous  and  influential  and  soon  came  to 
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Keceived  of  Mr.  Joseph  ITourse  four  dollars  for  one  years 
subscription   to    the    Washington   Federalist^    ending    31st    of 
December  1808. 
Jan.  21st.  1808. 

1  dollar  paid  W.  Eind  pro  W  Rind, 

four  dollars  now  paid 

Received  of  Joseph  bourse,  Esqr.  Five  Dollars  for  one  Year 
&  one  Quarter's  Subscription  from  January  1,  1807  to  March 
31,  1808  for  John  Steele,  Esq.  of  Salisbury,  l^T.Ca. 

W.  A.  Rind 
May  25,  1807. 

Genl.  John  Steele 

To  Samuel  H.  Smith, 

dols.  cts. 
Tor  his  subscription  to  the  I^ATI0:N'AL  IN^TELLI- 

GEN^CER,  from  Jan.  1.  1808  to  Jan.  1,  1809.  5. 

Received  the  above,  thro.  J.  ISTourse,  Esq. 

Sam.  W.  Smith. 


Eu(gh)  Camphell  to  John  Steele 

Eayetteville  Eebruy.  16th.  1808 
Genl.  John  Steele 
Dr  Sir 

I  do  myself  the  pleasure  by  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  £19.2/6 — under  cover  of  your  respected  favor  of 
the  8th  Instant  pr.  Mr.  Murphy,  this  Amount  is  to  your  Credit 
in  full  for  Bagging  as  pr.  Bill  inclosed.  ISTot  the  least  incon- 
venience to  me  have  resulted  from  the  delay  you  are  pleased  to 


be  known  as  the  Republcan  "court  journal."  Smith  associated  with 
himself,  in  1809,  Joseph  Gales,  Jr.,  who  in  turn  drew  Wm.  W. 
Seaton  into  the  service  of  the  Intelligencer,  and  these  latter  two 
began  a  famous  partnership  of  near  a  half  century  in  journalism. 
See  Pogue,  G.  H.,  History  of  Journalism  in  the  United  States,  233- 
237. 

^The  Washington  Federalist  was  founded  by  Jefferson's  political 
opponents  about  the  same  time,  1800,  but  it  survived  only  a  very 
short  time.     See  Frederick  Hudson,  Journalism  in  America,  232. 
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make  mention  of.  Rest  assured  of  tlie  pleasure  &  chearfulness 
witli  wliicli  I  sliall  at  all  times  give  Attention  to  whatever  I 
can  do  for  you  in  this  quarter.  'No  doubt  but  the  Woeful  effect 
of  the  Embargo,  is  much  felt  with  you  particularly  in  the  sale 
of  Cotton,  we  know  not  what  to  be  at  here,  as  there  is  but 
little  probability  that  the  cause  of  our  present  Distress  will  be 
raised  soon.  With  a  tend  [er  of]  my  best  Respects  to  Mrs. 
Steele  and  Family,  I  remain  with  much  Esteem — 

DrSir  your  Mot.  Obdt.  Sert. 

Hu  Campbell 
Addressed:    Genl.  John  Steele 
Salisbury, 
favd.  by 
Mr.  M.  Msbit. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Staele  to  Joshua  G.  Wright 

Salisbury  Feby  28th  1808. 
Dear  Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  6th  inst.,  which  came  to  hand  by 
last  post,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  Archibald  Henderson,  and 
Lewis  Beard  Esqrs  are  willing  to  act  as  Directors,  and  they  are 
in  all  respects  proper  persons  to  be  appointed.  The  names  of 
one  or  two  more  may  be  added  hereafter,  if  the  Board  at  Wil- 
mington desire  it. 

I  am  &ca. 

[Unsigned] 
Joshua  G.  Wright  Esqr. 
Addressed : 

John  Steele  Esquire 
Salisbury 
Endorsed : 

Joshua  G.  (Wri)ght  Esqr. 

to 
John  Steele 

Wilmington  Feby.  6th  1808. 
Answd.  within  28th  Feby. 

John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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(John  Steele)  to  David  Anderson 

Salisbury  Feby.  29tli.l808. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  perceive  from  yr.  last  letter,  that  it  is  doubtful 
wbetber  you  will  come  to  this  place,  to  superintend  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Discount  business  as  you  formerly  intended. 
I  had  hoped  that  you  wd.  not  only  come  yourself;  but  bring 
with  you  a  number  of  shares  for  sale,  sufficient  to  interest  a  few 
of  our  monied  men  in  the  Institution.  If  this  could  be  done, 
the  business  of  the  Agency  would  be  more  apt  to  work  easily 
and  beneficially  to  all  concerned,  and  might  be  the  means  of 
keeping  another  Discount  office.  ^Notwithstanding  appearances, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  this  wd.  be  a  favorable  time  for  the  sale 
of  Stock,  not  indeed  for  money;  but  in  exchange  for  cotton,  a 
considerable  quantity  of  which  is  now  in  this  neighborhood 
ready  for  market.  This  is  a  sufficient  intimation  of  the  reasons 
which  induce  me  to  wish  you  or  some  other  Mercht.  to  come, 
who  could  calculate  the  probable  chances  of  profit  on  the  two 
articles.  Cotton  and  Bank  Stock. 

I  am  &ca. 
David  Anderson  Esq. 


D(avid)  Anderson  to  (John)  Steele 

Fayetteville  8th  March  1808. 
Dear  Sir 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  29th  Ulto.  Mr.  Winslow  I  believe 
will  go  up  soon,  I  have  not  been  lately  in  Wilmington  &  know 
not  what  is  doing  at  the  Bank  indeed  my  Stock  is  now  so  small 
that  I  cannot  devote  so  much  attention  to  it  as  I  have  done. 
The  Officers  can  do  it  all  manner  of  justice;  as  to  buying  & 
Vol.  2—6 
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selling  Stock  I  have  done  mucli  more  of  both  than  any  other 
man  but  now  I  have  sold  200  Shares  &  I  cannot  buy  if  I  was 
so  inclined. 

Mr.  Murphy  now  goes  up  &  will  remain  in  Salisbury  he 
has  sent  up  5  Waggons  &  I  will  soon  send  more,  when  trade 
opens  I  hope  to  do  a  good  deal  of  business  there  by  selling  Bills 
on  Phila.  &  l^ew  York  &  purchasing  Cotton  &  Tobacco  & 
sometimes  buying  those  articles  with  Cash,  good  Cotton  has 
been  sold  for  Cash  at  Vendue  in  'New  York  at  8  cents  p.  H. 
The  Embargo  will  not  soon  be  taken  from  which  I  conclude  that 
all  Country  produce  will  yet  fall. 

I  am 

Dear  Sir 

Your  Mot.  Obt. 

D.  Andeeson. 
Addressed : 

Gen.  Steele 
Salisbury 
Mr.  Murphy. 
Endorsed : 

Eayette 

Dav.  Anderson 

March  8th,  1808. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Jos(hu)a  G.  Wright  to  John  Steele 

Wilmington  March  18th  1808 
Dear  Sir 

I  received  your  favour  mentioning  Messrs.  Henderson  & 
Beard  as  proper  persons  to  assist  you  as  directors  in  managing 
the  office  of  Discount  to  be  established  by  the  Bank  of  Cape 
Fear  at  Salisbury — These  Gentlemen  are  highly  approved  of 
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by  the  Board  of  Directors  &  will  consequently  be  appointed. 
It  will  however  be  proper  that  they  should  become  Stock 
holders  which  they  will  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  through 
Mr.  Winslow  who  will  take  with  him  some  certificates  of  Stock 
which  he  has  to  dispose  of,  when  he  attends  for  the  purpose  of 
setting  the  business  in  operation. 

The  time  now  fixed  on  by  him  &  the  Board  for  that  purpose 
is  the  middle  of  May  when  he  will  wait  on  you  with  the  neces- 
sary Books  money  &c.  unless  the  state  of  Politicks  should  be 
such  as  to  render  an  increase  of  our  debt  hazardous  to  the 
safety  of  the  Bank.  This  inexplicable  embargo  act  and  its 
heterogeneous  amendments  has  induced  great  caution  in  the 
management  of  our  business  here,  and  what  it  may  ultimately 
result  in  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  much  wild  conjecture.  Its 
immediate  effect  is  injury  and  distress  everywhere,  and  present 
appearances  do  not  indicate  a  very  speedy  change  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  country  for  the  better — our  only  hope  is  that,  that 
good  fortune  which  has  brought  us  out  of  heavy  difficulties  may 
continue  to  attend  us,  and  the  error  of  our  rulers  notwith- 
standing, restore  us  to  our  former  state  of  encreasing  prosperity 
&  importance. 

Yours  with  respect  &  esteem 

JosHA.  G.  Wright. 

Addressed : 

John  Steele  Esquire 

Salisbury 
Major  Pearson.  ^ 

Endorsed : 

Joshua  G.  (Wri)ght 

to 
John  Steele 
March  18th,  1808. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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John  Steele  to  James  Madison^ 

Salisbuey  April  25tli  1808. 
Sir 

I  have  been  informed  by  Major  Jesse  A.  Pearson,  that  be 
requested  a  friend  at  tbe  Federal  City  some  weeks  ago  to  make 
an  offer  to  tbe  Government  of  bis  services  in  one  of  tbe  new 
Regiments  provided  be  could  obtain  tbe  same  rank  wbicb  be 
new  bolds  in  tbe  Militia,  wbicb  I  understand  was  done  by 
communicating  bis  wisbes  to  tbe  Secty  for  tbe  Department  of 
War^  about  tbe  16tb  inst.  I  would  bave  transmitted  a  [recom] 
mendation  before  tbis  time,  if  I  bad  not  apprebended  tbere 
migbt  seem  to  be  an  indelicacy  in  making  [torn]  plication  of 
tbe  kind  before  we  knew  tbat  Con  [gress]  bad  passed  tbe  law. 
He  is  a  Major  in  one  of  tbe  Kegiments  of  tbis  county,  in  wbicb 
station  bis  name  may  be  seen  on  tbe  Adjutant  General's  return 
to  tbe  War  office  of  tbis  states  quota  of  tbe  100,000  Militia 
lately  levied,  on  wbicb  occasion  Major  Pearson  was  among 
tbose  officers  wbo  gallantly  volunteered.  In  addition  to  tbese 
indications  of  bis  zeal  for  tbe  defence  of  our  country  I  feel  no 
hesitation  in  assuring  you  tbat  I  tbink  be  would  make  an 
excellent  officer,  and  tbat  I  consider,  bis  pretensions  in  all 
respects  equal  to  tbose  of  any  gentleman  in  tbis  State  wbo 
would  accept  of  tbat  rank  in  tbe  army.^  My  acquaintance  witb 
Genl.  Dearborn  is  not  sufficient  to  authorize  me  to  address  tbis 
recommendation  to  bim,  wbicb  I  bope  you  will  bave  tbe  good- 


^James  Madison  was  Secretary  of  State  at  the  above  date. 

^Henry  Dearborn. 

^Pearson  did  not  secure  this  appointment.  He  served  his  county 
in  the  State  Assembly  the  following  year.  His  name  does  not 
appear  at  all  in  the  Army  Register.  As  colonel  of  a  regiment  he 
marched  with  General  Joseph  Graham  against  the  Creek  Indians 
in  1814.    American  State  Papers,  Indian  Affairs,  I,  860. 
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ness  to  receive  as  an  apology  for  the  liberty  wliicli  I  have  taker 
in  requesting  you  to  liave  [torn]  ness  to  lay  it  before  tbe 
President. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &ca. 

[Copy,  unsigned] 
Endorsed : 

To  Mr.  Madison 
April  25th  1808. 

John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Richard  Harrison^  to  John  Steele 

Washington  City  May  2.  1808 
Dear  Sir 

Col.  David  Henley,^  who  has  been  here  for  some  time  on  the 
old  subjects  of  his  Accounts,  called  on  ne  the  other  evening 
with  a  request  that  I  would  forward  the  enclosed.  This  I 
undertook  the  more  readily  as  it  may  possibly  be  the  means 
of  rendering  an  honest  man  some  little  service,  and  at  the  same 
time  affords  me  an  occasion  of  renewing  to  you,  after  so  long  a 
silence,  the  assurances  of  my  constant  respect  &  esteem. 

Among  your  old  acquaintances  in  this  neighbourhood  little 
change,  I  believe  has  taken  place,  except  the  marriage  of  Miss 
Bell  with  a  son  of  Col.  Washington.^     With  respect  to  myself 


^Richard  Harrison,  Auditor  of  the  United   States  Treasury. 

^David  Henley  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  b.  Charlestown, 
Massachusetts,  1748,  d.  Washington,  D.  C,  1823.  He  was  com- 
missioned colonel  of  a  Massachusetts  regiment,  Jan.  1,  1777,  and 
was  in  command  at  Cambridge  when  the  British  troops  captured 
at  Saratoga  were  brought  thither.  General  Burgoyne  brought 
charges  of  cruelty  against  him  for  his  treatment  of  the  prisoners, 
but  he  was  exonerated  by  a  court-martial.  He  was  a  clerk  in  the 
War  Department  at  the  date  of  his  death. 

^Colonel  William  Washington,  b.  in  Virginia,  1752,  d.  in  South 
Carolina,  1810.  He  was  a  kinsman  of  George  Washington,  married 
Miss  Elliott  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  settled  in  that  state  in  1782. 
He  had  borne  a  prominent  part  in  the  defense  of  the  South  against 
the  British,  and  wounded  the  British  General  Tarleton  in  personal 
combat.    iSee  Vol.  II,  National  Cyclopedia  of  American  Biog.,  p.  492. 
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I  contrived  to  find  my  residence  in  tlie  course  of  last  summer 
on  a  very  pleasant  eminence  about  %  mile  from  Geo.  Town, 
I  have  become  a  sart  of  demi-f armer.  The  life  agrees  perfectly 
well  with  me,  and  were  it  not  for  the  affliction  I  have  recently 
experienced  in  tbe  death  of  my  only  son  &  the  enfeebled  &  very 
critical  state  of  M^^.  H.  bealtb,  I  should  not  complain;  gloomy 
&  trying  as  the  times  are. 

It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  hear  now  &  then  from  you,  were 
it  only  to  tell  me  that  you  are  alive  &  well  and  if  I  can  at  any 
time  be  of  use  to  you  here,  you  know  well  with  what  freedom 
you  may  command  Dear  Sir 

y''.  friend  &  sev*. 

R.  Harrison 
General  John  Steele 
Salisbury 
ISTorth  Carolina 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Haywood  to  John  Steele 

Raleigh  25th.  May  1808. 
My  dear  Sir, 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  offered  through  an  Express 
going  from  this  place  to  you  on  business  from  the  Governor, 
to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  Bill  of  One  Hundred  Dollars : — 
fifty  Dollars  of  which  you  will  receive  as  the  Interest  due  on 
the  Stock  of  the  funds  of  the  United  States  standing  to  the 
credit  of  your  Daughter  on  the  Books  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Loans  for  I^Torth  Carolina,  for  the  March  Quarter  in  the 
current  year;  and  the  remaining  fifty  dollars,  as  the  Interest 
becoming  due  to  her  on  her  said  Stock  for  the  June  Quarter 
which  will  now  be  shortly  payable : — The  Cash  is  sent  for  both 
Quarters  now,  because  I  have  a  Bill  equal  to  the  amount  and 
from  an  apprehension  that  a  like  opportunity  of  remitting  the 
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Money  to  you  may  not  offer  when  tlie  whole  shall  become  due. 
I  hope  you  and  yours  are  in  health;  and  trust  that  matters 
have  and  will  so  turn  out  in  regard  to  your  Cotton  Crop  of  the 
last  year  &c.,  as  to  render  the  operation  of  the  embargo  less 
inconvenient  &  perplexing  to  you,  than  you  anticipated  when 
last  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you : — All  suffer  greatly 
here  and  Cash  is  scarce  in  the  extreme,  although  the  murmur- 
ings  of  the  people  on  that  account  are  neither  so  constant  nor 
so  loud  as  I  expected : — I  did  look  for  such  number  of  applica- 
tions to  the  Governor^  as  would,  in  all  probability,  have  ruled 
him  and  his  Council  to  convene  the  Assembly;  but  luckily, 
these  have  hitherto  been  few  in  number : — The  Relief  which  a 
suspension  of  the  Law  in  regard  to  the  collection  of  debts 
would  afford  to  the  great  bulk  of  our  people,  would  seem  to  point 
out  and  recommend  such  measure,  were  it  not  for  its  debasing 
&  poisonous  effects  on  their  Morals : — I  feel,  most  sensible  too, 
the  effects  of  the  Embargo :  A  measure  which  has  injured  me 
individually  greatly ;  and  one  which  has  probably  led  to  my 
losing  from  twenty  three  to  twenty  four  hundred  Dollars,  the 
proceeds  of  my  Crops  in  Edgecombe  for  the  years  1805  &  1806, 
and  which  were  sold  to  a  Merchant  at  Washington  in  our 
State  on  a  Credit  which  did  not  expire  until  Christmas 
last : —  I  applied  for  my  Money  early  in  January,  but  could 
get  none  on  account  of  the  Embargo;  and  before  that  measure 
of  our  Government  shall  cease  to  operate,  I  apprehend  my 
Debtor  will  have  so  many  applications  for  Money  as  to  become 
unable  &  perhaps  unwilling  to  pay  any  of  us : — at  some  hour 
of  leisure,  I  would  be  thankful  and  obliged,  by  your  giving  to 
me,  which  shall  he  to  me  only,  your  ideas,  with  respect  to  the 
talked  of  &  probably  contemplated  measure  of  convening  the 
Assembly: — the  effect  such  measure  would  have  on  the  Morals 
of  the  people  &c.&c. : — hitherto  I  have  thought  it  would  be 
wrong,  and  am  still  of  the  same  opinion ;  I  am  however  desirous 
of  satisfying  myself,  whether  I  am  right  or  in  error,  and  on  that 
account  wd.  trouble  you. 


^Benjamin  Williams  was  governor  of  North  Carolina  at  this  date. 
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I  did  not  like  to  make  the  enquiry  directly  and  in  point 
as  it  respected  you,  and  therefore  have  not  been  able  to  learn 
whether  you  have  embarked  in  the  Banking-Business  mentioned 
in  your  last  or  not : — I  could  have  been  informed  by  my 
Brother,  but  did  not  know  that  the  question  would  be  proper, 
as  he  seems  to  hold  himself  bound  to  silence  in  regard  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Bank  generally;  and  I  have  seen  no  person  from 
your  neighbourhood  of  whom  I  like  to  enquire. 

I  find  the  Govr.  wishes  you  to  go  again  to  South  Carolina, 
in  regard  to  our  differences  with  that  State  touching  Boun- 
dary:^— I  read  the  other  day,  with  great  satisfaction,  the 
Journal  of  your  proceedings  when  the  Commissioners  formerly 
met  on  that  business  at  Lancaster  and  Charlotte : — The  trouble 
you  have  taken  and  the  Researches  you  have  made  on  this  sub- 
ject abundantly  entitle  you  to  the  Thanks  &  gratitude  of  our 
State ;  but,  like  your  other  services,  these  will  probably  be  over- 
looked and  forgotten,  as  Bepublics  ever  were  and  it  is  likely 
will  remain  ungrateful :  it  does  not  appear  to  me,  however,  that 
there  is  a  prospect  that  ours  will  form  an  exception  to  this  Rule 
or  practice: — before  reading  your  Reports,  I  had  not  in  truth 
an  idea  of  the  grounds  you  took  on  our  behalf,  tenable  and 
strong  as  they  now  appear  to  me: — if  you  go,  I  hope  you  may 
be  able  to  effect  something  notwithstanding  the  prospect  is 
dull  &  forbidding. — My  Wife  has  but  ill  health — ^my  Children 
&  self  are  well. — ^Adieu,  and  believe  me,  with  friendship  & 
esteem,  much  &  affectionately  yours, 

John  Haywood. 

Genl.  Steele. 

I  was  not  a  little  tickled  &  gratified  by  the  construction  you 
put  on  the  S°.  Carolina  Voucher  of  payments  to  Commiss''^.  &c. 
&  the  disposition  made  of  it  afterwards. 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


^For  a  review  of  the  whole  boundary  issue  with  South  Carolina, 
and  its  settlement,  for  whioh  Steele  was  the  most  effective  agent, 
see  Laws  of  N.  C,  1813,  p.  11. 
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John  Hogg  to  John  Steele 

Bank  of  Cape  Fear  [June  6,  1808] 

Monday  6tli  June  1808. 

Board  of  Directors  met  agreeably  to  adjournment. 

Present 

Josa.  G.  "Wright,  President.  Wm.  Giles 

Wm.  Campbell.  S.  E.  Jocelyn 

Geo.  Hooper  Jno.  Scott 

A.  Sasoms  C.  Walker 
R.  Cochran 

Resolved  that  John  Steele  Esqr.  be  and  lie  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed Agent  of  this  Bank  at  Salisbury,  that  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  his  Official  duties  he  enter  intO'  Bond  with 
good  and  sufficient  security  to  The  President,  Directors  &  Com- 
pany of  this  Bank  in  the  sum  of  Ten  thousand  dollars  con- 
ditioned for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duty  in  Office 
&c. — that  a  Salary  of  Four  hundred  dollars  P  annum,  payable 
half  yearly  be  allowed  him  in  full  his  services,  stationary  and 
all  other  necessary. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

John  Hogg  Cashier. 

B.CF. 
(Enclosed  in:  1808,  Aug.  2,  Hogg  to  Steele). 
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J(ohn)  Winslow  to  John  Steele 

Fayetteville  June  16th  1808. 
Dear  Sir. 

By  the  Stage  which  will  arrive  from  Wilmington  tomorrow 
I  expect  to  receive  the  Money  &c.  for  the  Office  of  Discount  at 
Salisbury,  and  shall  proceed  to  deliver  it  into  your  charge  as 
soon  as  I  can  hear  that  you  will  be  at  home.    This  information 
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cannot  well  reach,  me  before  tlie  return  of  Mail  by  wliich  I  must 
request  you  to  write;  I  can  be  with  you  by  the  1st  July  at  all 
events  if  that  time  will  suit  your  convenience,  if  not  you  will 
please  name  the  day  as  I  know  not  of  any  circumstance  that 
will  prevent  my  journey  after  25th  instant. 

I  am  Sir  very  respectfully 

your  Obt.Servt. 

J.  WiNSLOW. 

John  Steele  Esqr. 
Addressed : 

John  Steele  Esquire 
Salisbury 

'No.  Carolina. 

Mail. 

Endorsed : 

John  Winslow  Esqr. 
Fayetteville  June  16th  1808. 

Answd.  20th  June,  requesting  him  to  postpone  his  coming 
until  my  return  from  Columbia,  So.  Carolina. 
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J(ohrh)  Winslow  to  John  Steele 

Fayetteville  July  29th  1808 
Dear  Sir. 

By  a  letter  from  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  I  discover  my 
journey  to  Salisbury  will  be  necessarily  delay'd  until  after  the 
arrival  of  the  next  stage  from  Wilmington,  which  will  be  on  the 
5th  August.  I  suppose  I  shall  be  able  to  leave  this  on  8th 
OT  9th. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  your  misfortune  on  your  way  from  So. 
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Carolina.     Hope  this  will  find  you  perfectly  recovered  from 
its  effects. 

I  am  Sir, 

Yours  respectfully 

J.  WiNSLOW. 

Addressed : 

John  Steele  Esquire 
Salisbury 

Mail. 

Endorsed : 

Jolin  Winslow  Esqr 

to 
Jolin  Steele 
July  29tli  1808. 
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John  Hogg  to  John  Steele 

Bank  of  Cape  Fear  2d  Augt.  1808. 
Jolin  Steele  Esqr. 
Sir — 

Enclosed  I  have  the  pleasure  to  hand  you  an  Appointment 
from  the  Directors  of  this  Bank  as  their  Agent  at  Salisbury. 

By  the  bearer  Mr.  Winslow,  agent  of  this  Bank  at  Fayette- 
ville,  I  send  you  in  money  Twelve  thousand  dollars  and  he 
carries  with  him  a  Bond  for  you,  with  your  Sureties,  to  execute 
and  also  all  the  necessary  Books,  Bonds  &c.&c.  to  commence 
your  operations,  which  he  will  instruct  you  in  and  assist  you 
in  your  first  days  work.  You  will  fix  your  Discount  day  on  that 
which  you  deem  will  best  suit  the  convenience  of  the  borrowers 
and  yourself,  perhaps  the  second  day  previous  to  the  mail 
leaving  Salisbury  for  Fayetteville  will  be  the  most  eligible  as 
you  can  then  transmit  your  Weekly  Return  with  least  delay 
to  this  Office. 

As  a  means  by  which  you  are  to  effect  exchanges  of  Bank 
of  Cape  Fear  money  for  Specie  U.S.  l!^otes,  So.  Car^.  I^otes, 


556 


The  ISToRTH  Carolina  Historical  Commission 


ISTortliern  or  ISTewbern  JSTotes  or  Curry,  of  the  State  and  to  keep 
a  supply  of  our  ^Notes  to  pay  out  your  Discounts,  you  are 
hereby  authorized  to  draw  on  Wm.  H.  Haywood  Esqr.  Agent 
of  this  Bank  at  Raleigh  for  five  thousand  dollars  and  on  Mr. 
Winslow,  Agent  at  Fayetteville  for  a  like  sum  payable  at  sight, 
the  means  to  pay,  with  instructions  to  honor  such  your  Drafts, 
will  be  furnished  each  of  those  Gentlemen — and  your  power 
in  this  respect  will  be  enlarged  on  your  advising  me  of  the 
propriety  &  necessity  thereof.  Mr.  "Winslow  is  perfectly  com- 
petent to  the  giving  you  and  will  give  you  all  the  information 
as  to  the  wish  of  the  Bank  as  to  exchanges,  discounts  &c.  which 
renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  dictate  thereon. 
I  am  very  respectfully 
Sir 

Yr.  most  Obt.  Servt. 

John  Hogg^  Cashier. 

B.C.F. 
Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
at  Salisbury. 

Addressed : 

John  Steele  Esq. 

Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
Salisbury 
E".  C. 
Endorsed : 

John  Hogg  Esqr. 

to 
John  Steele 

2d.  Augt.  1808. 

Announcing  his  appointment  by  the 
Directors  on  the  6th  June. 
Salary  &ca. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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J(ohn)  Winslow  to  John  Steele 

Fayetteville  August  Gth  1808. 
Jolin  Steele  Esquire 

Dear  Sir. 

By  tlie  stage  from  Wilmington  I  yesterday  received  the 
Money  &c.  for  the  Office  at  Salisbury,  but  find  I  cannot  con- 
veniently leave  home  until  Sunday  14th  The  business  of  the 
Office  requires  I  should  hear  from  the  Bank  before  I  set  off, 
added  to  this  Mr.  Huske,  with  whom  the  care  of  the  Office 
will  be  left,  will  be  absent  until  the  12  instant. 

I  shall  probably  get  to  Salisbury  on  tuesday;  perhaps  you 
had  better  fix  on  Thursday  or  Friday  as  your  discount  day  & 
let  it  be  known.  I  observe  by  the  instructions  from  the  Bank 
I  am  required  to  stay  until  after  the  1st  discount  day. 

I  wrote  you  a  line  in  reply  to  your  last  by  the  Mail  on 
friday  but  Omitted  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  you  polite 
&  friendly  invitation,  of  which  I  will  avail  mys^elf  with 
pleasure. 

I  am  very  respectfully 

yr.  Obt.  Servt. 

J.  WiNSLOW. 


John  Steele  to  Wade  Hampton 

Salisbury  Aug*.  28*^  1808. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  afraid  you  think  that  I  have  been  remiss  in  not  writing 
to  you  before  now  concerning  the  Bedford  Filly;  but  you  will 
excuse  me  I  hope  when  you  perceive  by  the  date  of  the  enclosed 
note  of  hand  for  Three  hundred  dollars,  that  I  did  not  con- 
clude the  sale  of  her  until  the  24*^  inst. — The  sale  however  is 
now  absolute  if  you  approve  of  it. — If  you  sh*^.  not  approve  of 
it,  be  pleased  to  return  the  note,  and  the  bargain  may  be  can- 
celled.— In  the  mean  time  the  best  possible  care  will  be  taken 
of  the  Filly. — Major  Pearson  has  consented  to  leave  you  this 
option  in  consideration  of  the  liberty  which  I  took  in  extending 
the  term  of  credit  five  or  six  months  beyond  the  time  mentioned 
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when  you  put  tlie  Filly  into  my  possession,  and  also  of  the  pos- 
sibility that  she  is  in  Foal,  which  I  informed  him  you  did  not 
expect  or  believe,  though  she  had  run  in  the  same  Paddock 
with  John  Bull. — A  cash  sale  at  present  I  found  to  be  totally 
impracticable,  and  a  sale  at  twelve  months  credit  w*^.  have 
brought  the  money  due  in  July  or  August  next  year  a  season 
in  which  the  planters  here  have  scarcely  anything  ready  for 
market. — This  was  the  reason  for  the  extension  of  the  credit 
a  few  months  longer. — Should  you  determine  to  confirm  the 
sale,  be  so  good  as  to  enclose  to  me  the  Pedigree  of  John  Bull 
with  a  certificate  that  if  the  Filly  be  in  foal  it  is  to  him,  or 
in  any  circumstantial  way  which  will  be  agreeable  to  your 
own  ideas  of  the  case. — If  the  Cormorant  mare  her  dam,  or 
Hoomer's  Medley  mare,  her  grand  dam,  have  either  run  with 
reputation  or  produced  runners  it  will  be  very  gratifying  to 
Maj''.  Pearson  to  receive  any  information  which  you  possess 
concerning  them  as  he  intends  the  Filly  for  a  breeder. — The 
Salisbury  races  are  fixed  to  commence  on  Wednesday  the  19*^. 
of  October : — if  you  incline  to  start  anything  here  your  horses 
and  Grooms  shall  be  accommodated  at  my  stables  free  from 
expense,  and  I  have  old  oats,  old  corn  and  old  Fodder  with 
plenty  of  straw  &c^.  for  the  purpose. — If  y'*.  Bedford  Filly  in 
training  to  run  with  Outlaw  can  repeat  a  mile  well,  she  may 
run  here  to  advantage.  Three  y^®.  old  and  under  Four  carry 
80  Four  and  under  Five  92.  One  round  for  a  mile,  though 
the  course  is  22 Oy*^^.  short  of  a  mile. — Wednesday  a  colts  purse 
made  up. — Thursday  three  rounds  for  a  heat,  purse  at  $200. — 
Friday  two  rounds  for  a  heat  purse  about  $100  to  $150. — 
Saturday  one  round  for  a  heat  purse  generally  from  $150  to 
200.— 

Our  elections  are  over,  but  the  result  in  all  the  districts  have 
not  been  ascertained. — In  this  district  the  Federal  candidate^ 
succeeded  by  a  very  large  majority. — The  electors  of  Rowan 
County  including  the  town  of  Salisbury  gave  something  more 
than  1800  votes  to  about  500  against  the  administration. — A 
little  more  Embargo — a  little  more  mystery  concerning  our 
affairs  with  France — a  few  more  military  inquiries  and  ap- 


iJoseph  Pearson  was  chosen  Representative  of  the  Western  Dis- 
trict at  this  election  and  served  until  1815  by  successive  elections. 
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pointments  like  that  of  Colonel  Duane,  Printer/  will  cure  tlie 
people  every  where  of  their  delusions.  After  men  have  pos- 
sessed a  great  share  of  power  for  a  certain  time  they  sh*^.  be 
compelled  to  surrender  it  by  a  constitutional  rotation. — This 
seems  to  be  required  not  less  by  a  regard  to  their  own  characters 
and  feelings,  than  to  considerations  of  a  public  nature.  Their 
minds  become  enervated  and  by  degrees  imperceptible  to  them- 
selves, so  beclouded  and  befogged  by  the  dust  of  office  and  an 
atmosphere  corrupted  by  the  breath  of  Hangers  on  and  Place- 
men, that  with  good  intentions  they  are  often  unable  to  discern 
either  the  points  to  be  steered  to,  or  the  dangers  to  be  shunned. — 
This  is  our  present  situation. — When  commerce  is  to  be  pro- 
tected we  refuse  Treaties  and  abandon  the  Ocean.^ — When 
Florida  is  about  to  pass  into  other  hands^  we  fold  our  arms  and 
contemplate  the  event  with  indifference  though  for  years  we 
have  had  just  cause  to  take  it  as  a  security  for  past  injuries 
and  an  indemnity  for  the  future. — When  the  country  is  to  be 
protected  ag*.  foes  without  or  Traitors  within,  instead  of  calling 
upon  men  who  are  attached  to  the  soil  by  birth,  by  estate,  by 
honorable  and  elevated  ideas  of  patriotism,  we  resort  to  Prin- 
ter's shops — court  house  yards — and  country  taverns,  and  from 
these  make  our  most  important  appointments. — ^Aware  of  the 
difference  between  j^.  general  politicks  and  mine  I  would  not 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  indulge  myself  in  these  remarks,  if 
I  had  not  been  encouraged  to  do  so  during  our  late  intercourse 
by  a  noble  liberality  in  y''.  sentiments  concerning  public  meas- 
ures, and  the  kind  of  men  from  whom  selections  for  military 
command  sh^.  have  been  made. — Such  sentiments  as  yours  ought 
alone  to  influence  our  Cabinet  at  the  present  crisis,  and  until 


^William  Duane,  editor  of  the  Republican  journal,  Au7'ora,  had 
been  assigned  the  public  printing  soon  after  Jefferson's  first  inaugu- 
ration, the  president  attributing  his  election  in  considerable  degree 
to  Duane's  warm  support.  Duane's  name  was  anathema  to  all 
Federalists,  and  he  repaid  their  hatred  in  kind.  In  1805  he  received 
the  military  appointment  of  lieutenant-colonel,  and  in  1813  was 
commissioned  as  adjutant-general,  serving  in  the  war  against 
England. 

^Reference  to  the  Non-importation  and  Embargo  policies  of  Jef- 
ferson's Administration. 

^Fear  was  general  in  the  public  minds  in  America  that  Florida 
would  be  taken  over  from  Spain  by  France,  or,  failing  that,  its 
seizure  by  England  as  a  prize  of  war.  Cf.  McMaster,  History  of  the 
People  of  the  United  States,  III,  210-219. 
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they  do  our  affairs  will  neitlier  work  well  at  liome  nor  abroad. — 
Do  me  the  favor  to  present  my  respects  to  M"*^.  Hampton,  and 
to  be  assured  that  I  am  D^.  Sir,  with  great  regard 

Your  most  ob*.  servant 

Jno.  Steele 
CoP.  Hampton. 

The  Hon^i^  Wade  Hampton  Esq. 
Columbia 

South  Carolina 
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Jona(than)  Jachson  to  John  'Steele 

Boston  30th  Augt.  1808. 
Dear  Sir, 

It  is  with  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  reluctance  that  I  again 
trouble  you  upon  a  subject  respecting  which  Mr.  Lowell  &  my- 
self have  formerly  addressed  you,  to  wit,  the  interest  held  by 
ourselves  &  others  in  certain  lands  in  your  State.  At  the 
period  of  the  receipt  of  your  last  letter  on  that  subject,  you 
was  about  to  proceed  to  Georgia  on  publick  business,  and  in 
conformity  to  your  advice  we  had  resolved  to  send  on  a  special 
agent,  to  attend  to  these  lands,  enquire  into  the  state  of  the 
titles,  make  sale  thereof,  and  to  make  such  compromises  with 
any  persons  who  might  claim  title  thereto,  as  should  be  con- 
sidered advisable  in  our  situation. 

But  some  domestic  affairs  having  prevented  Mr.  Lowell  from 
performing  that  journey,  &  executing  that  office  as  he  had 
proposed,  and  the  State  of  the  public  affairs  having  in  some 
measure  called  off  our  attention,  we  have  hitherto  neglected  to 
take  any  measures  therein.  Reflecting  however  that  every  day 
may  bring  some  new  embarrassment  to  the  title,  and  that  if  the 
property  is  ever  to  produce  us  any  return  for  the  serious  sum 
disbursed  by  the  concerned  in  the  purchase,  it  ought  not  to  be 
longer  delayed,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  once  more  to  ask  your 
kind  attention  to  it. 
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At  the  request  of  Mr.  Lowell  &  the  concerned  I  have  to  beg 
of  you,  if  not  too  inconvenient  to  you  to  put  this  business — 
(if  you  decline  undertaking  it  yourself, — )  into  the  hands  of 
some  faithful  &  capable  person,  who  will  enquire  into  the 
present  state  of  the  title,  the  value  of  the  lands  which  remain 
to  us — if  any — (not  the  value  it  may  bear  under  the  immediate 
difficulties  of  the  country,  but  in  ordinary  times)  and  whether 
any  &  what  compromises  with  propriety  &  advantage  can  be 
made  with  the  claimants,  if  there  [are]  any  such  on  the  land. 

For  the  expenses  of  such  an  examination  we  shall  most  chear- 
fully  pay  at  sight,  although  as  was  before  hinted  to  you  in  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Lowell  &  myself,  we  have  already  paid  so 
much  for  these  lands,  that  we  should  wish  to  be  as  economical 
as  possible,  while  there  remains  an  uncertainty  whether  we  shall 
ever  realize  anything  for  them. 

For  the  description  of  the  lands  I  refer  you  to  our  former 
letter  dated  the  17th  April  1807. 

Your  reply  stating  whether  it  will  be  convenient  &  agreeable 
to  you  to  cause  these  enquiries  to  be  made,  will  much  oblige, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  obedt.  Servt. 
Genl.  John  Steele.,  Jona  Jackson. 

Addressed : 

General  John  Steele 
Salisbury 

No.  Carolina, 
postage) 
Paid     ) 
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John  Steele  to  Daniel  Anderson^ 

Salisbury  Aug*.  31«*  1808. 
Dear  Sir. 

By  the  same  waggons  which  carried  you  Eighteen  bales  of 
cotton  last  trip,  I  now  send  you  18 — other  bales. — From  the 

^David  Anderson  was  a  merchant  and  broker,  doing  business  in 
Fayetteville  and  Wilmington,  shipping  cotton  from  the  latter  port. 
Vol.  2—7 
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time  I  had  tlie  pleasure  to  receive  jour  favor  of  tlie  26*^.  July 
by  M^.  Hawck  I  intended  you  to  have  the  whole  of  my  crop, 
and  immediately  contracted  with  him  to  carry  it  down. — To 
this  effect  I  w*^.  have  written  to  you  then,  or  at  the  time  the 
first  loads  went  down,  but  was  unable  owing  to  the  pain  of  my 
arm,  a  misfortune  under  which  I  have  suffered  more  than 
with  all  the  sickness  of  my  life  put  together. — 

These  18  bales  average  a  little  more  than  the  first  18,  and 
were  weighed  with  as  much  accuracy  as  possible. — I  thought 
the  others  were  also,  but  could  not  attend  to  the  weighing  my- 
self, as  particularly  as  I  did  to  these. — My  steelyards  are  quite 
new  and  clear  of  rust. — I  bought  them  from  the  store  last 
winter  for  the  use  of  my  Machine  house. — They  draw  350^^ 
and  are  laid  off  on  the  long  side  in  2^^  notches. — I  am  thus 
particular  in  order  that  you  may  be  able  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  the  difference  between  them  and  yours,  if  you  sh*^.  find 
the  weights  marked  on  these  18  bales  to  vary  as  the  others  did. — 
but  whatever  the  true  weights  may  be  I  shall  be  therewith  con- 
tent, and  if  my  steelyards  are  not  correct  I  w^.  wish  to  know 
it  that  I  may  have  them  made  so. — ^As  to  the  quality  of  the 
cotton  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  find  that  to  be  satisfactory. — 
There  are  yet  17  or  18  other  bales,  making  altogether  53  or  54. — 
They  are  all  of  one  crop,  cleaned  by  the  same  machine  and 
fully  two  thirds  of  it  collected  from  the  field  during  the  long 
spell  of  dry  weather  last  autumn  without  rain. — The  whole  of 
the  bales  since  these  were  picked  have  been  stored  in  a  dry 
ware  house;  I  wish  you  however  to  look  at  every  one  of  them, 
as  I  am  confident  you  will  find  it  upon  the  whole,  a  parcel  of 
excellent  quality. — I  understand  your  offer  to  be  $13  dollars 
price  and  the  rise  of  the  market  from  the  26*^  of  July  the  date 
of  your  letter  to  the  1^^.  of  October  next  when  the  money  is 
to  be  paid. — This  offer  I  have  accepted: — but  if  you  will  con- 
tinue to  me  the  advantage  of  the  rise  until  the  1^*.  of  Jan^^. 
next  you  may  have  until  then  to  pay,  and  in  either  case  I  will 
receive  Cape  Fear  Bank  stock  at  par. — More  than  par  I  can- 
not give,  for  reasons  which  must  occur  to  every  man  acquainted 
with  the  value  of  money.  I  have  lately  sold  shares  of  $100 
each  in  the  Bank  of  Columbia  at  98. — 

[John  Steele] 

Draft  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 
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J(ohn)  Winslow  to  John  Steele. 

Fayetteville  12tli  Septem.  1808. 
Bear  Sir 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Eccles  had  disposed  of 
his  family  of  Bull  Puppeys  before  I  reached  home,  he  has 
however  assured  me  that  the  choice  of  the  next  litter  shall  be 
reserved  for  you,  this  I  will  bear  in  remembrance  and  have  one 
of  the  true  breed  sent  up. 

When  at  Salisbury  I  made  some  enquiry  of  you  relative  [as] 
to  the  school  at  that  place,  with  a  view  of  sending  one  or  more 
of  the  lads  to  it,  over  whom  the  care  of  superintendance  has 
been  delegated  to  me  &  others.  The  Guardians  of  John  Adam 
(son  of  Mr.  Robert  Adam  deceased)  are  desirous  of  placing  their 
charge  at  Salisbury  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Brown/  provided 
a  suitable  residence  can  be  procured  for  him;  under  a  belief 
that  a  young  man  who  is  growing  up  with  an  expectation 
of  a  furtune  is  better  from  home,  where  indulgences  are  too  apt 
to  interfere  with  the  exertions  made  with  a  view  to  his  future 
usefulness ;  He  is  lately  returned  from  a  school  in  Connecti- 
cut, is  a  modest  well  behaved  lad  of  16  years;  Will  you  permit 
us  to  indulge  a  hope  it  may  prove  agreeable  to  receive  him  as 
an  inmate  in  your  family,  in  the  event  of  his  being  sent  to 
Salisbury?  If  this  proposal  be  such  as  you  cannot  find  con- 
venient to  your  domestic  arrangements,  we  will  thank  you  to 
name  to  us  such  places  where  he  could  be  boarded,  as  would 
best  accord  with  our  views  relative  to  him  and  the  rates  of 
Tuition  &  Board  with  the  general  Rules  of  the  School.  The 
amt.  of  Boarding  &  Tuition  will  be  but  a  secondary  matter, 
if  we  can  place  him  in  a  well  regulated  family,  where  his  morals 
and  manners  will  be  improved  by  example;  At  present  he  ap- 
pears inclined  to  avail  himself  of  such  lessons.  I  hope  you 
will  pardon  the  freedom  I  use  in  soliciting  your  attention  to 
this  request  &  a  speedy  reply. 

Permit  me  now  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  friendly  & 
hospitable  attentions  to  me  when  at  Salisbury  &  to  assure  you 


^Reverend  John  Brown,  who  took  charge  of  the  Salisbury  Acad- 
emy upon  its  opening  in  1807.  See  announcement  signed  by  Max- 
well Chambers,  Raleigh  Minerva,  May  21,  1807. 
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the  Opportunity  of  returning  tliem  or  rendering  you  any  serv- 
ice in  my  power  will  afford  me  gratification. 

I  am  very  respectfully 
your  Obt.  Servant 

J.    WiNSLOW. 

John  Steele  Esquire 

(Substance  of  my  answer) 

Salisbury  Sept.  27tli  1808. 

I  wd.  prefer  two  wbo  might  sleep  together,  and  be  company 
for  each  other,  In  the  event  of  yr.  sending  them  up,  they  may 
cast  about  and  if  they  can  do  no  better,  I  will  take  one  or  two 
at  $100  each  exclusive  of  washing.  This  they  may  either  get 
done  elsewhere,  or  the  usual  price  will  be  added  for  it. 

Addressed : 

John  Steele  Esquire 
Salisbury 

Endorsed : 

John  Winslow  Esqr. 

Sept.  12th  1808. 
Concerng.  the  boarding  of  John  Adams,  and  perhaps  another. 
Substance  of  the  answ.  within. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Hogg  to  John  Steele. 

Wilmington  :N'.  C.  20  Sept.  1808. 
John  Steele  Esq. 

Dear  Sir. 

On  your  last  return  to  me  as  Cashier^  you  express  a  wish 
to  invest  some  money  in  Shares  of  Bank  of  Cape  Fear  if  to  be 
had  at  par.  Shares  are  now  seldom  to  be  purchased  and  of 
late  are  eagerly  grasped  at,  at  5  p  ct.  premium — and  if  we 


^Hogg  was  cashier  of  the  parent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear,  at  Wil- 
mington. See  below,  John  Hogg  to  Steele,  Jan.  21,  1811,  for  full 
note  on  Hogg. 
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remain  at  peace,  after  next  dividend  shares  will  inevitably  rise, 
as  it  will  then  appear  by  experience  that  the  Bank  will  (if 
they  choose)  be  enabled  to  divide  5  p  ct  half  yearly,  but  this 
to  you,  entirely  in  confidence: 

I  shall  ever  be  ready  and  willing  to  render  you  any  service 
in  my  power  and  I  beg  you  freely  to  command  me. 

I  should  suppose  that  the  ease  with  which  your  merchants 
can  get  money  as  good  as  ours,  for  the  purchase  of  articles 
here  would  induce  them  to  buy  all  their  West  India  goods  at 
this  place,  as  they  could  by  Loans  obtained  at  your  Office  (if 
they  have  it  not  from  other  sources),  have  Bank  Emotes,  which 
paid  to  you  would  procure  them  drafts  that  would  remit  with 
dispatch  and  safety  any  money  they  might  wish  to  send  here, — 
to  any  of  them  wishing  so  to  deal  I  beg  leave  through  you  to 
offer  my  services  in  the  purchases  here.  My  comm'^.  for  laying 
out  money  &  shipping  the  Goods  to  Fayetteville  would  be  2-1/2 
P  Cent — goods  bot.  by  me  say  the  Firm  of  John  Hogg  &  Co. 
would  be  shipped  to  Fayetteville  to  care  of  Hogg  &  Mery  or  to 
such  other  person  or  firm  there  as  the  purchaser  would  point  out. 

Should  you  continue  inclined  to  buy  Bank  Stock  I  offer  you 
my  services  in  this  respect  free  of  any  Charge  in  nature  of  Com- 
mission and  in  such  case  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  send  me 
money  but  any  that  you  have  so  to  lay  out  pass  to  the  Credit 
of  the  Bank  with  you  as  Agent  and  the  same  will  be  passed 
to  your  credit  as  an  Tndividual  here,  subject  to  my  order  to 
be  invested  in  Shares  as  opportunity  may  occur. 

When  you  write  me  on  any  business  other  than  that  relative 
to  the  business  of  your  Office,  let  it  be  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper  enclosed  in  your  Official  Letter  or  in  a  separate  Letter 
as  you  may  please  or  find  necessary;  in  former  mode  I  do  all 
my  business  with  or  for  Mr.  Winslow  that  is  extraneous  from 
his  or  my  Official  Duties. 

I  am  with  regard  and  esteem 
Dear  Sir 

Yr.  Most  Obt.  Servt. 

Salisbury.  John  Hogg. 

Address :     John  Steele  Esq 
Salisbury,  ^N".  C. 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 
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John  Moore  to  John  Steele. 

October  1st  1808. 
Dear  Sir 

After  examiniiig  tlie  Report  whicli  yon  have  been  oblidging 
enough  to  prepare  for  us  to  send  to  bis  Excellency  Govr.  Wil- 
liams^ I  bave  found  it  to  contain  in  substance  tbe  Reasons  and 
fact  wbicb  influenced  tbe  conduct  of  tbe  Commr.  during  tbe  dis- 
cussion wben  at  Columbia  in  July  1st,  and  bave  therefore  set 
my  name  to  it. 

I  must  acknowledge  myself  under  obligations  to  you  for  the 
pains  you  have  taken  in  thus  abley  stateing  the  Result  of  that 
negosiation.  With  a  sincere  hope  that  our  Conduct  may  meet 
the  aprobation  of  our  Legislature  and  that  the  Convention  at 
Columbia  may  be  satisfactory  and  finally  Ratified  by  both  States 
I  remain  dear  Sir  your  verry  sincere  frend  &  humble  Servt. 

John  Mooee. 
General  John  Steele 
Addressed : 

General  John  Steele 
Salisbury 

]^orth   Carolina. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Callection  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Hogg  to  John  Steele. 

Bank  of  Cape  Teak  4th  Oct.  1808. 
John  Steele  Esq'. 
Sir 

Your  Ofiicial  Return  No.  5.  is  at  hand  enclosing  Treas^. 
Draft  1^0.  745,  favouring  Joseph  Hussey  Esq.  receipted  by 
Thomas  for  Joseph  Hussey  this  Draft  will  be  sent  on  in  the 
shape  it  now  is  to  the  Treasury  altho  doubts  are  entertained 
of  its  being  sustained  there  as  a  payment  by  the  Bank  from 


^Benjamin  Williams,  of  Moore  County,  served  one  term  as  Gov- 
ernor of  North  Carolina,  Dec.  1,  1807,  to  Dec.  12,  1808. 
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the  informality  above  alluded  to — wlien  such  Drafts  are  paid 
attention  should  be  had  that  it  is  to  the  actual  payee  or  to  a 
person  to  whom  it  is  endorsed  by  the  payee  &  of  the  genuineness 
of  the  signature  of  the  payee  &  of  the  identity  of  the  indorsee 
you  should  be  fully  convinced  before  you  pay  the  Draft — these 
hints  are  given  you  because  of  late  there  has  been  an  instance  of 
one  of  these  Drafts  being  purloined  &  offered  for  payment  by 
those  having  no  fair  right  thereto — you  will  continue  to  make 
Return  on  the  date  of  each  of  your  Discount  days,  even  should 
no  business  be  done,  tho'  it  is  hoped  no  future  case  of  this  kind 
will  again  occur. 

I  am  with  respect 

Sir  Yr.  most  Obt.  Servt. 

John  Hogg,  Cashier 

B.C.F. 
Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear) 
Salisbury.  ) 

Address : 

John  Steele  Esq 

Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
Salisbury 
Mr   Scott 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Moore  to  John  Steele. 

October  5th  1808. 
Dear  Sir: 

After  examining  the  Report  which  you  have  been  oblidging 
enough  to  prepare  for  us  to  send  to  his  Excellency  Govr. 
Williams,  I  have  found  it  to  contain  in  substance  the  Reasons 
and  fact  which  influenced  the  conduct  of  the  Comsn.  during 
the  discussion  when  at  Columbia  in  July  last — and  have  there- 
fore set  my  name  to  it. 

I  must  acknowledge  myself  under  Obligations  to  you  for  the 
pains  you  have  taken  in  thus  ably  stating  the  Result  of  that 
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negotiation.  With,  a  sincere  hope  that  our  Conduct  may  meet 
the  aprobation  of  our  Legislature,  and  that  the  Convention  at 
Columbia  may  be  satisfactory  and  finally  Ratified  by  both  States 
I  Remain 

Dear  Sir  your  very  sincere  friend  &  humble  Servt. 

John  Mooee.^ 
General — John  Steele. 

Addressed : 

General  John  Steele 
Salisbury 

ISTorth  Carolina 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Lewis  Beard^  to  (John)  Steele. 

October  24th— 1808. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  sent  a  boy  to  Concord  yesterday  Morning  with  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Person^  to  Mr.  Masters  inclosing  the  paper  I  shoed 
you  on  Satturday,  for  him  To  put  his  name  to,  I  herewith  send 
you  a  Copy  of  the  One  sent ;  &  the  One  he  has  sent  back  signed, 
there  is  some  alterations,  but  not  of  much  Consequence.  I 
Ought  to  have  Started  yesterday  to  Mecklenburg,  but  was  not 
verry  well,  have  not  time  to  see  Mr.  Coupee^  before  I  go,  you 
will  please,  get  Mr.  Coupee  to  strike  as  many  Copies  as  you 
think  will  do,  &  inclose  One  to  Mr.  Boylan  in  my  name  to  have 
inserted  in  his  paper  Once,  if  you  think  the  one  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Person  to  be  the  best  I  see  no  impropriety  in  publishing  it — 


^Colonel  John  Moore,  of  Lincoln,  one  of  the  Boundary  Commis- 
sioners acting  with  John  Steele  in  the  Boundary  negotiations  of 
1808. 

^Lewis  Beard,  of  Salisbury,  a  friend  and  neighbor  of  Steele's,  and 
member  of  the  Commons  for  the  Borough  1791,  1792. 

^Misspelled  for  Joseph  Pearson. 

^Francis  Coupee,  of  French  origin,  established  a  print  shop  at 
Salisbury  in  1798  and  published  ''The  North  Carolina  Mercury  and 
Salisbury  Advertiser." 
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in  place  of  tlie  One  Masters  lias  Signed.     I  will  however  Leave 
it  to  you  to  do  as  you  think  proper 

I  am  Dear  Sir  your 
Obt.  Srt. 
General  Steele.  Ls.  Beard. 

ElSrCLOSUKES : 

Concord  October  24th  1808 
Lewis  Beard  esquire 
Sir 

I  received  from  Mr.  Jos.  Pearson  a  Letter  respecting  some 
conversation  on  the  authority  of  Ma  jr.  Smith/  relative  to  my 
declining  being  a  Candidate  for  the  appointment  of  an  Elector 
for  this  district.  Sir  when  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Smith 
at  Concord  I  told  him  he  might  make  use  of  my  name  and 
send  forward  my  resignation  Mr.  Pearson  in  his  letter  re- 
quests my  signature  to  the  resignation  which  I  have  given  in 
this  sheet  which  I  authorize  any  Gentleman  who  thinks  proper, 
to  publish  and  circulate  through  the  district.    I  am  Sir 

your  very  Hubl.  Servt. 

Jno.  B.  Masters. 

To  the  Free  men  of  the  Electoral  District  Composed  of  the 
Counties  of  Cabarrus,  Rowan,  and  Randolph.^ 

At  the  time  of  declaring  myself  a  Candidate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Elector  for  this  district,  it  was  not  known  to  me,  that 
any  other  person  intended  coming  forward — ^whose  political 
views  concur ed  with  my  own  and  I  Trust,  with  the  majority  of 
this  district. 

Actuated  in  my  first  declaration  by  no  Other  consideration 
than  the  public  good,  the  same  principle  now  induces  me  to 
decline  being  a  Candidate  for  this  important  appointment,  this 
change  of  intention,  will  no  doubt,  be  justifyed  by  my  friends, 
as  they  now  have  an  Opportunity  of  Giving,  their  Suffrages 
to  Lewis  Beard  Esquire  of  Salisbury  in  whose  integrity  and 
political  correctness  I  have  entire  confidence. 

(Jno.  B.  Masters). 

A.L.S.  Handwriting  of  Lewis  Beard. 

^Probably  Robert  W.  Smith  of  Concord,  Cabarrus  County,  State 
Senator,  1809-1815. 
^Handwriting  of  Lewis  Beard. 
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John  Hogg  to  John  Steele. 

Bank  of  Cape  Fear  25tli  Oct.  1808 
John  Steele  Esqr. 
Sir. 

Your  Official  Return  ^o.  8  is  at  hand.  Tlie  reasons  given 
for  extending  tlie  sum  discounted  beyond  $3000  are  satisfactory 
here — and  more  especially  as  the  sum  in  all  discounts  does  not 
come  up  to  the  sum  permitted  to  be  discounted  in  the  aggregate 
for  the  Discount  days  passed.  It  has  been  said  here  that  our 
ISTotes  have  been  exchanged  in  Salisbury  for  Currency  at  a 
difference  even  as  high  as  15  P  Cent,  if  any  difference  is  made 
for  Currency,  the  evil  to  the  circulation  of  our  ]^otes  must  be 
corrected  by  sending  you  paper  money  to  make  the  exchanges 
at  par  if  necessary  as  to  which  you  will  please  to  advise  mo. 
Annexed  you  have  extract  of  a  Letter  from  Th.  F.  Tucker  Esqr. 
Treasr.  United  States  relative  to  his  Draft  l^o.  745.  sent  me  by 
you  with  an  informal  endorsement. 
I  am  with  respect 
Sir 

Yr.  Most  Obdt.  Servt. 

John  Hogg^  Cashier. 
Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear  B.C.F. 

Salisbury 
Address : 

John  Steele  Esq 

Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
Salisbury,  ^.  C. 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Steele  to  David  Anderson 

Salisbury  October  30*^.  1808— 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor 
of  the  17^^.  inst,  by  M"*.  Hauck — Though  I  cannot  comprehend 
the  cause  of  so  great  a  difference  in  our  weights,  I  mean  as  I 
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informed  you  before,  to  acquiesce  in  whatever  appears  to  you 
to  be  right,  being  well  convinced  that  the  difference  is  owing  to 
the  instruments  used,  and  it  only  proves  the  great  necessity 
there  is  for  having  a  standard  of  weights  and  measures  estab- 
lished by  law  which  w^.  produce  uniformity. — In  the  last  two 
loads  I  observe  two  of  the  bales  'N^.  41  &  51  exactly  agree  with 
mine,  while  the  last  bale  which  was  neither  marked  nor  num- 
bered here  because  my  steelyards  which  weigh  350^^.  would 
not  draw  it,  is  set  down  at  338^^. — In  this  instance  there  is 

something  above  12^'^.  difference,  though  in  general  it  is  from 
21b.  to  71b  _ 

About  the  time  I  wrote  to  you  last,  I  wrote  also  to  M''.  Hogg^ 
requesting  him  to  receive  the  proceeds  from  you  and  to  vest 
it  in  Bank  shares  not  exceeding  (5  pr^*)  Five  p^.  c*.  advance, 
but  from  his  letter  as  well  as  other  sources  of  information, 
considering  it  uncertain  whether  shares  could  be  obtained 
shortly  at  that  price,  and  meeting  the  other  day  with  a  favor- 
able opportunity  of  purchasing  a  parcel  of  very  likely  negroes, 
I  must  now  request  the  favor  of  you  not  to  deposit  the  money 
at  Wilmington  in  Bank;  but  to  forward  it  to  me  here  by  the 
first  safe  conveyance. — If  you  have  cash  to  that  amount  in  M"*. 
Murpheys^  hands  a  draft  on  him  w^.  be  the  safest  and  easiest 
mode  of  remitt^®. — If  that  sh*^.  not  suit  you  please  to  consult 
with  M^.  Winslow,^  perhaps  he  may  devise  some  convenient 
mode  of  doing  it  by  exchange. — I  shall  write  to  M'*.  Hogg  by 
this  post,  the  reasons  which  oblige  me  to  change  the  destination 
of  that  fund. — Having  abundance  of  prime  cotton  land,  I  can 
make  three  or  four  times  as  much  annual  income  by  vesting 
capital  in  I^egroes,  as  I  can  by  any  Stock  annuities. — Add  to 
this,  the  scarcity  of  money  enables  me  to  buy  negroes  lower 
than  usual. —         I  am  Dear  Sir,  Yours  truly — 

John  Steele 
David  Anderson  Esq^. 
Fayetteville 

Do  me  the  favor  to  answ*".  this  by  return  of  post  and  oblige 

J.  S. 
A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 

^John  Hogg,  of  Fayetteville  and  Wilmington. 
^Archibald  Debow  Murphey, 
^John  Winslow,  of  Fayetteville. 
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John  Steele  to  John  Hogg 

Salisbury  Octo.  30*^.  1808— 
Private 

D'.  Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  requesting  tlie  favor  of  you  to  receive 
the  proceeds  of  my  last  years  crop  of  cotton  from  M^.  Anderson 
and  to  vest  the  amount  in  Bank  shares  at  a  price  not  exceeding 
Pive  p^c*.  advance  I  have  reflected  on  the  uncertainty  of  get- 
ting shares  at  that  limitation  until  after  the  next  dividend ;  and 
meeting  the  other  day  with  a  convenient  and  favorable  op- 
portunity of  purchasing  a  parcel  of  very  likely  J^egroes  I  am 
under  the  necessity  of  changing  the  destination  of  that  fund 
and  hope  that  it  will  not  subject  you  to  any  disappointment. — 
If  relying  on  what  I  wrote,  you  have  made  any  engagements 
which  cannot  be  retracted,  please  to  inform  me,  and  I  will  make 
the  best  arrangement  I  can  to  meet  it,  but  if  you  have  not 
made  any,  which  is  probable,  I  must  for  the  present  request 
you  to  suspend  doing  so,  as  it  w^.  not  be  convenient  for  me  to 
raise  money  to  comply  with  my  contract  for  the  negroes,  and 
to  purchase  Stock  at  the  same  time. — If  M**.  Anderson  has  de- 
posited the  money,  will  you  have  the  goodness  to  suggest  by  the 
return  post,  the  most  convenient  mode  of  placing  it  in  my 
hands  here,  by  exchange. — Perhaps  some  arrangement  may  be 
made  with  M"".  Winslow,^  it  will  be  convenient  and  expeditious, 
and  you  will  oblige  me  by  adopting  it  without  writing  for 
further  advice. — If  M^.  Anderson  has  not  deposited  the  money, 
he  will  probably  make  the  arrangement  with  M"*.  Winslow  him- 
self, as  I  have  written  to  him  by  this  days  mail  to  that  eifect. — 

Yours 

J.  S. 
John  Hogg  Esq'. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


^John  Winslow  of  Fayetteville. 
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W(iUia)m  H.  Haywood  to  John  Steele 

Office  of  Discount  Raleigh 
23rd  December  1808. 
Jolin  Steele  Esquire 
Sir 

pursuant  to  tlie  directions  of  John  Hogg  Esqr.  Cashier  of  tlie 
Bank  of  Cape  Fear  I  here  send  you  by  Mr.  Pearson  One 
thousand  dollars  in  the  Currency  of  the  State  which  you  will 
please  acknowledge  by  letter  to  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
Cape  Fear. 

I  am  Sir  with  respect 
your  Obt.  Servt. 

Wm.  H.  Haywood.  Agent 

B.C.F, 
Address :  John  Steele  Esquire 

Agent  to  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
Salisbury 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


M(ontfort)  Stohes  to  John  Steele 

Salisbuky  7th  January  1809. 
Sir 

It  was  not  until  the  day  before  the  rise  of  the  General 
Assembly,  that  I  was  informed  that  the  Governor  had  appointed 
me  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  extending  the  boundary  line  of 
this  State  and  South  Carolina,  in  the  place  of  General  Moore. 
The  press  of  business  at  the  close  of  the  session  was  such,  that 
I  could  not  devote  a  moment  of  time  either  to  think  or  to  act 
on  any  thing  not  immediately  before  me,  I  am  therefore  to 
learn  whether  it  depends  on  the  Commissioners  or  the  Governor 
to  communicate  with  those  who  act  on  the  part  of  South  Caro- 
lina, in  fixing  the  time  and  manner  of  proceeding  on  this 
business. 
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Tlie  Legislature  of  I^ortli  Carolina  liave  ratified  the  Con- 
ventional Agreement  made  by  the  Commissioners;  in  conse- 
quence of  which.  I  suppose,  the  running  and  marking  the  line 
agreeably  to  that  Instrument,  will  be  the  chief  business  of  the 
Commissioners  at  present.  I  wish  you  to  reflect  on  the  subject, 
and  let  me  know  what  you  deem  the  proper  steps  now  to  be 
taken.  The  months  of  April  and  May  I  immagine  will  be 
thought  the  best  time  for  commencing  the  operation  of  running 
and  marking.  I  do  not  however,  wish  to  hasten  or  determine 
on  this  matter,  but  apprise  you  thus  early,  that  you  may  think 
of  it,  and  fix  the  time,  place  and  manner  of  proceeding  entirely 
to  suit  yourself;  which  will  be  agreeable  to  me,  provided  it  be 
not  earlier  than  the  16th  day  of  April. 

It  would  have  been  a  desirable  thing  that  the  money  trans- 
actions of  the  Commissioners  of  this  State  should  have  passed 
through  the  hands  of  only  one  of  the  Commissioners,  for  the 
greater  facility  of  settling  the  accounts  by  a  person  who  under- 
stands the  manner  of  making  such  settlements.  This  however 
is  in  some  measure  prevented,  by  Genl.  Wellborn's  having 
taken  up  half  the  money  drawn  for  by  the  Governor,  for  de- 
fraying the  expense:  Leaving  the  other  half  to  be  taken  up  by 
the  other  Commissioners.  I  have  accordingly  received  and 
brought  up  with  me,  half  the  amount  of  the  warrant,  say  $400 
dollars ;  the  whole  or  any  part  of  which  is  now  at  your  disposal. 

I  shall  set  out  for  Wilkes  in  a  few  days  and  may  be  absent 
about  two  weeks. 

I  am  with  respect,  your  obedt.  servant 

M.  Stokes. 

Genl.  Steele. 

Sir. 

I  have  not  reed  any  communications  from  the  Commrs.  of 
South  Carolina  since  I  left  Columbia  in  July  last.  What 
passed  at  that  place  concerning  the  time  of  meeting  to  run  the 
line  Genl.  Welborn  has  no  doubt  mentioned  to  you.  A  meeting 
was  appointed  on  condition  the  states  shd  respectively  ratify. 

That  appointment  I  presume  will  stand  unless  altered  by 
common  consent.     With  respect  to  the  money  drawn  from  the 
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Treasry  I  liave  no  wish  to  receive,  or  be  accountable  for  any 
part  of  it,  at  a  period  so  remote  from  the  time  of  service. 
I  am  with  respect,  Yr.  Obedient  servant, 

J.  S. 
Genl.  Stokes. 

Addressed:     Genl.  Jobn  Steele 
Salisbury 
'N.  Carolina. 

Endorsed:     Genl.  Stokes 

Jany.  7tli  1809 

Answr.  within. 

Quere?  Did  the  Commrs.  apply  for  this  advance 
of  money  from  the  Treasury?  Or  was  it  the  sponta- 
neous act  of  the  Governor  himself? — See  the  law  of 
1803  Sect.  4th  prescribing  the  manner  in  which  the 
advance  shd  be  made. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


J(ohn)  Winslow  to  John  Steele 

Fatetteville  January  7th.  1809. 
Dear  8ir. 

The  Omission  I  have  been  guilty  of  in  not  answering  your 
Obliging  letter  of  27th.  September  will  I  trust  be  pardoned 
when  I  assure  you  that  it  was  neither  caused  by  any  hesitation 
as  to  terms  stated  by  you,  or  a  want  of  due  sense  of  the 
obligation  created  by  the  polite  manner  you  meet  the  wishes 
of  those  on  whose  behalf  you  were  addressed. — On  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Guardians  of  John 
Adams  that  he  should  have  immediately  availed  himself  of 
the  advantages  the  school  at  Salisbury  and  a  residence  in  your 
house  afforded;  but  circumstances  which  in  part  involved  his 
personal  gratification,  caused  so  much  delay,  that  it  was  thought 
best  to  postpone  his  entering  the  school  until  the  commencement 
of  the  new  Year.   He  will  now  set   off  on  our  receiving   an 
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intimation   from   you    that    it    remains    compatible   with    the 
arrangements  of  jour  family  to  receive  him  as  an  inmate. 

Mr.  Early  would  willingly  send  a  youth  that  bears  his  name, 
of  modest  deportment,  good  temper  and  bright  genius,  who  as  a 
scholar  has  held  a  distinguished  place  in  the  Fayetteville 
Academy,  provided  no  objection  exists  on  your  part  to  his 
accompanying  John  Adams.  A  high  sense  of  delicacy  has 
prevented  my  friend  Mr.  Early  from  communicating  with  me 
on  this  subject  but  by  an  indirect  channel  I  am  possessed  of 
his  wishes,  and  in  making  this  application  discharge  unknown 
to  him  a  friendly  part;  I  am  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
liberality  of  your  mind  to  suppose  I  hazzard  by  this  proposition 
your  displeasure  or  that  you  would  in  reality  think  less 
favorably  of  the  youth's  talents  because  he  is  ^^natures  un- 
bounded son." 

I  will  thank  you  for  a  reply  to  this  by  as  early  an  oppor- 
tunity as  convenient;  either  Mail  or  private  conveyance. 

I  am  Dear  Sir 

very  respectfully 

your  Obed.  Servt. 

J.  WiNSLOW. 

John  Steele  Esquire. 


Nathaniel  Macon  to  John  Steele 

Washington  8  Jan''  1809 
Sir 

I  had  intended  to  have  sent  you  the  message  of  the  President 
of  the  U.S.  with  the  documents  which  accompanied  it.  But  the 
number  of  applications  for  them,  have  deprived  me  of  a  copy 
for  you.  If  however  one  can  be  procured  before  the  adjournment 
it  will  be  enclosed  to  you. 

It  is  probable,  that  all  commercial  entercourse  will  be  inter- 
dicted with  England  &  France  and  their  dependencies  and  that 
Congress  will  pass  a  law,  to  have  a  spring  or  summer  session. 
The  number  of  sailors  in  the  public  employment  will  be  in- 
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creased,  and  it  is  conjectured,  that  the  army  will  also  be  in- 
creased, but  whether  directly  or  conditional  is  uncertain. 

By  the  present  mail  I  send  you  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury 

I  am  with  great  respect 

Sir  j^.  ob*.  sev*. 

J^ATH^  Macon. 
Gen\  Steele 
Salisbury 
]^^.  Carolina 
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Joseph  Nourse  to  John  Steele 

City  of  Washington  16  Jan  1809. 
Dear  Sir. 

I  am  faverd  with  your  Letter  of  the  30  of  last  month,  and 
shall  attend  with  pleasure  to  the  performance  of  your  request 
by  paying  the  Printers  Findley  &  Smith,  to  the  end  of  1809; 
and  the  Balance  of  your  interest  Money  to  31  De.  1808  I  shall 
remit  you  in  a  Draft  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Had 
you  adverted  to  the  removal  of  your  8  p.  Ct.  Stock,  so  as  that 
it  coud  have  been  transferred  to  the  Books  of  JSTorth  Carolina 
before  the  1  of  December  last,  it  woud  have  been  placed,  as  you 
have  expressed  a  wish  it  might  be,  but  at  this  time,  you  will 
have  to  send  on  the  Certificates,  with  a  Power  of  Attorney,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  transfers  in  your  l^ame  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  and  authorizing  the  Attorney  to  give 
receipt  in  your  ^ame  for  the  amount  of  the  Stock  numbered 
according  to  the  tener  of  the  Loan.  If  I  can  [be]  of  use  herein 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  on  the  Power. 


Vol.  2—8 
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Mrs.  I^ourse  and  my  son  join  me  in  Respect  to  yourself  and 
good  family,  being  T>.  Sir,  witli  every  friendly  attacliment 

Yours  very  respectfully 

Joseph  JSTourse. 
General  Jolin  Steele 
Addressed : 

General  John  Steele 
Salisbury 

!N"ortli  Carolina. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Steele  to  John  Winslow 

Jany.  22d,  180  (torn)  [1809] 
By  my  letter^  of  Septemr.  (torn)  I  informed  you  that  I  wd. 
(torn)  Mr.  Adam  into  my  family,  and  another  if  it  suited  you 
to  send  two.  This  was  on  the  presumption  tbat  it  wd  be  agree- 
able to  tbem  to  occupy  the  same  room,  and  sleep  in  tbe  same 
bed.  If  you  suppose  tbe  two  youths  mentioned  in  yr.  last  would 
be  satisfied  to  live  together  in  this  manner,  it  will  be  perfectly 
agreeable  to  me  to  receive  them  whenever  you  find  it  convenient 
to  send  them. 

I  am  &c. 

[Copy,  unsigned] 

John  Winslow  Esqr. 

To  Mrs.  Lihhey 

(Written  on  other  side  of  above  sheet) 

(Torn)  last  mail  I  had  the  pleasure  (torn)  (re)ceive  yr. 
favor  of  the  12th  inst.  (and)  regret  that  circumstances  do  not 
render  it  convenient  for  me  to  take  your  son  as  a  boarder  (torn) 

^The  two  letters  printed  here  in  succession,  one  to  John  Winslow, 
of  Fayetteville,  and  the  other  to  Mrs.  Libbey,  are  unsigned  copies 
in  Steele's  handwriting  appearing  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  same 
sheet  of  paper.  They  evidently  relate  to  boarding  students  who 
wished  to  enter  the  Salisbury  Academy,  set  up  in  1807,  with  Steele 
as  one  of  the  promoters.  For  the  documentary  history  of  the 
Salisbury  Academy  see  Coon,  C.  L.,  North  Carolina  Schools  and 
Academies,  1790-1840,  pp.  346-386. 
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family.  The  whole  of  the  lower  floor  of  my  house  is  divided 
into  two  parlours  and  an  entry.  The  upstairs  par(t)  is  divided 
into  four  chambers,  of  these,  as  Miss  ^essfield  can  inform,  my 
family  constantly  occupy  two.  One  was  [promised  by  me  so 
long  ago  as  September]  for  the  2  young  men  to  be  sent  here 
by  Mr.  Winslow.  The  remaining  chamber  is  the  only  one 
which  we  have  reserved  for  friends  who  occasionally  visit  us. 
[The  same  letter,  dated,  I  think  some  time  in  Septemr.,  which 
contains  my  promise  to  Mr.  Winslow  to  take  young  Mr.  Adam, 
informed  him  also  that  I  would  take  another].  I  have  lately 
reed,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Winslow  informing  me  that  the  two 
young  men  [will]  be  here  in  a  short  time,  who  are  as  many 
as  I  can  possibly  accommodate. 

Mrs.  Libbey.  [C^opy,  unsigned] 
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John  Hogg  to  John  Steele 

Bank  of  Cape  Fear  14  Feby.1809. 
John  Steele  Esqr. 

Sir. 

Your  Official  Return  of  31st  IJlto.  with  all  those  that  should 
have  proceeded  it  are  at  hand,  they  come  here  very  irregularly, 
mail  before  last  brought  three  at  one  time,  attend  that  they 
are  regularly  dispatched  weekly  from  your  Post  Office — 
Enclosed  you  have  a  Statement  of  your  a/c  with  the  Bank  as 
on  its  Books  to  this  date,  as  this  is  correct  if  found  so  by  you 
make  your  Books  correspond  therewith — You  have  also  en- 
closed Instructions  treating  of  the  points  on  which  you  have 
required  information,  if  any  further  is  wanted  on  being  named 
it  shall  be  given. 

I  have  sent  of  this  date  to  J  Winslow  Esqr.  Agent  at 
Fayetteville  a  package  of  Bank  notes  of  which  Four  thousand 
Dollars  is  charged  to  you,  and  will  be  forwarded  to  you  by 
Mr.  Winslow — when  any  good  opportunity  occurs  to  Fayette- 
ville or  Raleigh  send  to  the  Agent  at  either  what  Foreign  J^otes 
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you  have  on  hand  in  a  sealed  package  addressed  to  me  to  their 
care. 

I  am  with  respect 
Sir 

Yr  most  obt  Servt. 

John  Hogg^  Cashier 

B.C.F, 
Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 

Salisbury. 
Address :     John  Steele  Esq 

Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
Salisbury,  ^o.  Car^ 

(Enclosure:  1809,  Feb.  14;  Account  of  Steele  with  the  Bank 
of  Cape  Fear.) 
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John  Hogg  to  John  Steele 

Account  of  John  Steele  Agent,  with  Bank  of   Cape  Fear. 

No.  1. 

John   Steele,  Agent,   Salisbury,   in  Account  with   Bank  of 

Cape  Fear  Dr: 

1808. 

Decem.31  To  old  a/c.  balance  transferred    26,407.55 

Profit  &  Loss,  amount  Dis- 
count reed,   at  his  office  fm. 
commencement  to  13th  Inst, 
inclusive  286.51 

Less   Salary   5   Mos.   to  this 
day  inclusive  208.33 

at  500  on  Pr.  annum 
Expence  fastenings  to 

Office  8.50  216.83        69.68     28,302.55 
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Ditto  Cr. 
1808 

Decemr.  31  By  Sundries  p  Ledger  295. — 

'New  a/c  Df  .t.on  J.  Winslow 

transferred  600 — 

Curry  fm.  W.  H.  Hay- 
wood do  1000        1,600.— 
Do,Balce  due  of  this  date  26,407.55     28,302.55 


N.B.  Pr  his  a/c  Balance  is  26,406.32  the 
diifce  of  $1-23/100  arises  from 
his  charging  $209.56  instead  of 
$208.33.  the  sum  due  him  for  salary 
to  this  date — 
Decem.  31  To  old  a/c.  balance  transferred  26,407.55 
Do.  2  items  of  debit  in  old  a/c       1,600 — 
1809 
Janry.  23  "  J.  Winslow  Agent,  yr.  Dft  on  him 

favg.  D.  Anderson  200  28,207.55 

E.E. 

John  Hogg  Cashier 

B.C.F. 

To  Balce.  as  above,  $28,207.55 

Dft.  on  W.H.Haywood,  Agent) 

at  Ealeigh  favoring  J.  (  346.55     28,554.10 

Haywood,  Treasr.  )  ~~~~" 


John  Hogg  to  John  Steele 

Account   of  John  Steele  Agent,  with  Bank  of   Cape  Fear. 

No.  2. 
Instructions  to  Jno.  Steele  Esqr.  Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Pear 

SAIilSBTJKY 


Bonds — it  is  immaterial  whether  one  or  all  of  the  Endorsers 
are  payers  or  payees  named  in  the  body  of  the  Bond. 
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Checks — there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  a  Check  for  the 
rest  of  each  Bond  discounted  &  paid  by  you,  as  no  charge  should 
be  made  without  a  Voucher  on  which  it  is  grounded — I  con- 
cluded Mr.  Winslow  had  furnished  you  with  Blanks  for  this 
purpose,  if  he  has  not  he  shall  be  instructed  to  send  them  to 
you. 

Obligors — the  indispensible  requisite  is  sufficiency — if  the 
names  offered  on  a  paper  are  deemed  so,  it  is  enough  &  it  is  not 
at  all  material  that  they  are  not  the  same  as  on  the  former. 

Check. — to  be  made  by  the  Offerer  of  any  Bond — as  it  is  to 
his  Cr.  the  avails  of  Bond  discounted  goes — 

Suits — directions  in  this  respect  will  be  given  you  hereafter — 
the  difficulty  of  proving  the  Bond  in  a  Court  in  Wilmington 
District  seems  nearly  if  not  totally  insuperable — when  I  have 
received  Mr.  "Wright's  instructions  on  this  head — ^you  shall  be 
advised — and  I  will  get  &  forward  a  Copy  of  protest  &  send 
you — In  mean  time  it  will  be  well  to  apprize  your  dealers  that 
punctuality  is  indispensible  &  that  any  breach  of  it  by  a  maker 
will  stop  any  future  credit  of  same  person  at  the  Office. 

Amount  of  Credit — Xo  persons  a/c  at  your  Office  as  maker 
is  to  exceed  $1000.  If  any  have,  let  them  be  reduced  by  degrees 
to  that  amount — it  is  the  interest  &  policy  of  the  Bank  to 
oblige  many — the  Rule  as  to  your  Office  is  that  no  maker  shall 
be  credited  or  stand  Debtor  to  the  Bank  more  than  1000  drs. — 
this  if  his  paper  is  good  he  may  receive  at  once  or  at  more 
times  as  it  may  happen — 

Bonds — those  of  persons  residing  in  other  Districts  than 
those  of  Salisbury  &  Morgan,  you  will  not  discount  at  your 
Office,  however  unobjectionable  as  to  security  they  may  be 
deemed — it  is  a  sufficient  objection  at  your  Office  that  the 
maker  or  makers  reside  nearer  another  Office  of  this  Bank  than 
yours — permitting  any  person  to  discount  at  all  our  offices, 
enables  them  to  obtain,  if  they  are  so  inclined,  a  much  larger 
sum,  than  the  Bank  would  be  willing  they  should  be  accom- 
modated— any  that  are  of  this  discription  with  you,  you  will 
apprize  the  maker  or  makers  that  what  is  with  you  may  be 
renewed,  but  no  new  paper  of  similar  makers  will  be  admitted. 
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— of  this  discription  is  the  l^otes  of  Messrs.  A.  D.  Murphy^  & 
E.  Jones  the  latter  is  I  believe  only  indebted  the  one  note  with 
you  the  former  is  a  borrower  at  your  Office  &  also  at  those  of 
Fayetteville  &  Raleigh. 

You  will  retain  what  Bonds  are  with  you  unpaid  and  get 
payment  by  renewals  of  the  maker  or  other  person  so  as  to 
avoid  the  necessity  of  Suit — ^Discount  no  Bonds  without  each 
of  the  3  names  being  sufficient  for  the  sum;  &  if  at  all  appre- 
hensive that  the  little  regard  of  the  maker  to  punctuality  would 
produce  a  Suit,  if  the  maker  &  indorsers  are  each  equal  to 
1000  times  the  sum,  let  it  be  rejected — no  Discount  that  is  can 
or  will  be  received  is  equal  to  the  inconvenience  (setting  aside 
the  odium  incurred)  of  bringing  Suit  by  this  Bank.  14th 
rebry.1809. 

John  Hogg,  Cashier, 

Endorsed:  John  Hogg 
to 
Jno  Steele,  Feby  14,  1809. 

(Enclosed  in:  1809,  Feb.  14,  Hogg  to  Steele). 
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J(ohn)  Winslow  to  John  Steele 

Eayetteviile  February  15th  1809. 
Dear  Sir. 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  John  Euly  [Early]  &  John 
Adams  who  now  avail  themselves  of  your  Obliging  permission 
to  become  part  of  your  family  during  their  residence  in  Salis- 
bury, I  sincerely  hope  and  believe  their  conduct  will  be  such 
as  to  give  you  no  ground  of  complaint  or  dissatisfaction,  should 
it  be  otherways  you  will  much  Oblige  me  (and  others  particu- 
larly interested  in  their  welfare)  as  well  as  render  them  the 
most  essential  service  to  check  their  career. 


^Por  correspondence  leading  to  this  loan  to  Murphey,  see  Hoyt, 
ed.,  The  Payers  of  Archibald  D.  Murphey,  I,  23-24.  Murphey  was  an 
inveterate  borrower. 
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In  addition  to  tlie  trouble  already  given  you  in  this  business, 
I  must  request  you  will  see  tliem  introduced  to  the  school  in 
such  classes  as  from  your  own  and  Mr.  Browns^  examination  of 
their  acquirements  and  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  Academy 
they  may  be  found  entitled  to. 

Enclosed  you  have  $16,  half  yearly  tuition  in  advance, 
with  Sincere  regard  I  am 
Dr.  Sir 

yours  respectfully 

J.  WiNSLOW. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


J(ohn)  Winslow  to  John  Steele 

Office  of  Discount  Fayetteville 
February  19th.  1809. 
John  Steele  Esquire 
Sir 

A  McMillan  Esquire  will  deliver  you  a  sealed  package  con- 
taining in   Cape  Fear  Bank  l^otes  Four   Thousand  Dollars, 
forwarded  by  the  Cashier  for  the  use  of  your  Office;  Please 
acknowledge  the  receipt  and  credit  the  B.C.F.  with  the  amount. 
I  am  Sir 

very  respectfully 

yr.  Obt.  Servant 

J.  Winslow,  Agent. 
Agent  B.C.F.  B.CF, 

Salisbury. 


^Reverend  John  Brown,  who  assumed  charge  of  the  Salisbury- 
Academy  upon  its  opening  in  December,  1807.  Mr.  Brown  came  to 
Salisbury  from  Wadesborough,  where  he  had  been  successfully 
engaged  for  some  years  past  in  conducting  a  similar  school.  See 
Charles  L.  Coon,  North  Carolina  Schools  and  Academies,  1790-1840, 
pp.  346-386,  for  the  activities  of  Salisbury  to  provide  educational 
facilities  for  the  youth  of  the  western  part  of  the  State. 
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Allen  J  (ones)  Davie^  to  John  Steele 

Genl.  J.  Steel  E"ewhope  Feby.  21.1809 

Sir. 

The  time  of  our  races  not  being  settled  untill  a  few  days 
past  I  have  deferred  writing  you. 

They  will  commence  on  the  8th  of  May  an  continue  four 
days^ — 1st  day  A  jockey  club  worth  $300.  2d  a  Colts  Sweep- 
stake $50  entrance  worth  about  the  same  sum  two  mile  heats — 
three  years  old  this  Spring  to  carry  86  lbs.  3d.  another  Stakes 
for  Colts  of  the  same  age  mile  heats  $25  entrance  carrying 
86  lbs.  this  is  now  worth  about  $150.,  I  can  not  speak  with 
certainty  about  the  value  of  the  Colt  Stakes  as  I  have  not  the 
subscriptions  in  my  possession ;  and  the  last  day  the  Proprietors 
purse  of  $200  free  for  all  ages  $20  entrance.  We  shall  have 
respectable  racing. 

By  having  a  large  proportion  of  your  feed  Oats  and  your 
horses  well  prepared  with  mashes  at  the  time  of  sweating  you 
will  find  little  difficulty  in  stripping  them  of  their  flesh;  not 
forgetting  to  bleed  copiously. 

Make  Christian  allowances  for  me  when  last  at  Salisbury  and 
excuse  my  precipitate  retreat;  make  my  respects  to  the  Ladies 
of  your  Family  and  believe 

most  respectfully 
Yours 

Allen  J.  Davie. 

I  had  almost  forgotten  to  assure  you  that  the  title  of  those 
ISTegroes  you  bought  of  Boykin  is  perfectly  secure. 

A.J.D. 

Address :    Genl  John  Steel 
Salisbury 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 

^Allen  Jones  Davie  was  the  eldest  son  of  William  R.  Davie,  and 
grandson  of  General  Allen  Jones.  He  was  a  large  planter  in  Hali- 
fax County  and  an  ardent  turfman.  He  seems,  unlike  his  dis- 
tinguished father  and  grandfather,  to  have  avoided  public  service 
with  the  exception  of  one  year,  1806,  in  the  State  Commons  from 
the  Borough  of  Halifax.     Hoyt,  The  Murphey  Papers,  I,  327,  328. 

^Presumably  the  rolls  referred  to  were  to  be  held  at  Halifax 
which  continued  to  be  a  turf  center  during  the  first  quarter  of  the 
century. 
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John  Hogg  to  John  Steele. 

Bank  of  Cape  Feae  21st  Marcli  1809 
Jolm  Steele  Esqr. 
Sir 

Your  Official  Returns  of  21st  Ulto.  &  7tli  Currt.  and  letter 
of  28tli  Ulto.  came  to  hand  on  19tli  Instant,  latter  accompanied 
by  a  packet  containing  in  Foreign  IsTotes  Eight  hundred  and 
ninety  nine  dollars  at  your  credit. 

The  Statement  of  Account  sent  in  yours  of  21st  Ulto.  is 
substantially  correct  &  corresponds  with  our  Books:  as  far 
as  it  goes.  Whoever  pays  a  J^ote  due  to  Bank  is  entitled  to 
recover  it  and  our  practice  is  to  write  on  the  face  of  it  Paid 
in  large  letters,  if  paid  by  an  Endorser  or  Endorsers  for  the 
maker  or  makers,  we  add  after  paid  by  Endorser  or  Endorsers, 
if  they  wish  it,  or  give  it  up  to  them  without  anything  written 
thereon  as  it  is  enough  for  the  Bank  that  their  own  Books 
admit  the  payment  having  been  made. 

You  will  discount  for  any  persons  living  nearer  to  yours 
than  another  Office  of  this  Bank  the  resident  of  a  County  not 
in  Salisbury  or  Morgan  Districts. 

Judge  Wright^  has  with  him  for  you  $2500  in  Bank  N^otes, 
he  will  afford  you  every  information  on  such  points  as  you  may 
require. 

Let  Messrs.  Chambers  &  Beard  make  a  joint  Power  of  At- 
torney to  me  to  receive  the  Dividends  &  Bonus  due  or  to  grow 
due  on  the  Stock  by  them  held,  which  power  you  will  witness — & 
on  this  I  can  give  the  necessary  rects.  &  will  pay  them  through 
you — there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  this  Power  as  the  re- 
ceipts are  taken  in  a  Book  &  appear  in  the  order  in  which  pay- 
ment is  made,  persons  therefore  at  a  distance  from  this  place 
must  act  by  Attorney  who  signs  the  Book. 

If  Mr.  Henderson  on  being  applied  to  again  does  not  take 
the  Share  of  Stock,  &  pay  for  it,  return  it  to  me.     I  trust 


^Joshua  Grainger  Wright,  President  of  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
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however  lie  will  take  it  &  act  as  an  Assistant  in  making  dis- 
counts. 

I  am  with  respect 
Sir 

Yr.  most  Obt.  Servt. 

John  Hogg,  Cashier. 

B.C.F. 

Let  your  Weekly  Returns  always  come  hy  Mail,  money  must 
for  safety  be  sent  by  proper  private  bands. 

J.  H.  C. 
Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear) 
Salisbury  ) 

Address: 

John  Steele  Esq 

Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
Salisbury,  ^.  C. 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


David  Stone^  to  John  Steele. 

Raleigh  23  March,  1809. 
Sir 

I  have  received  but  a  few  days  since  your  Favor  of  the  19th 
Feby.  covering  a  Letter  from  Doctor  Blyth  of  South  Carolina 
addressed  to  you  proposing  a  time  and  place  for  the  meeting  of 
the  Commissioners  upon  the  subject  of  boundary.  This  Let- 
ter from  Doctor  Blyth  I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  forward 
to  the  other  Gentlemen  who  have  been  associated  with  you  in 
this  business  to  advise  him  of  the  measure  and  prepare  him  to 
expect  the  arrangement  of  time  and  place  for  meeting  to  be 
made  with  them  and  presume  if  a  correspondence  has  not  al- 
ready taken  place  between  them  and  the  Gentlemen  who  act 
for  the  State  of  South  Carolina  one  will  immediately  be  com- 
menced upon  those  points. 


^Stone  was  Governor  for  two   annual  terms,   December   12,   1808 
to  December  5,  1810,  inclusive. 
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I  have  not  as  I  wished  found  at  this  place  a  Letter  from  you 
in  answer  to  mine  of  the  23  Feby  but  as  I  may  have  missed  it  in 
the  mail  on  its  way  to  Windsor  I  will  continue  to  hope  you  have 
consented  to  aid  in  finishing  this  business  and  under  that  im- 
pression take  the  liberty  to  mention  that  I  shall  in  a  few 
days  forward  to  Salisbury  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  act  of 
the  last  Session  of  the  Legislature  confirming  the  articles  of 
conventional  agreement  entered  into  in  July  last  with  such 
observations  as  it  may  be  deemed  proper  to  make  upon  that 
part  of  the  business  which  remains  to  be  done  should  you  con- 
sider any  other  document  necessary  and  will  advise  me  thereof 
it  shall  be  forwarded  as  desired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  most  Respectful  consideration 

Your  Humble  Servant 

David  Stone. 
General  John  Steele 

Salisbury 
Addressed : 

General  John  Steele 
Salisbury 
Endorsed : 

Governor  Stone  to  Jno  Steele 
Raleigh  23d  March  1809. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


F(rancis)  X.  Martin  to  (John)  Steele. 

Newbeen.  April  14.  1809. 
Dr.  General 

You  have  no  doubt  heard  of  my  having  of  late  bestowed  a 
considerable  portion  of  my  time,  in  gathering  materials  for  an 
History  of  this  State/  Ive  made  such  collections  as  authorize 


^Francois  Xavier  Martin's  History  of  'North  Carolina,  in  two  vol- 
umes, was  published  in  1829,  by  Penniman  &  Co.,  at  New  Orleans. 
On  March  7,  1809,  President  Madison  had  appointed  Martin  a  judge 
of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  Territory  of  Mississippi.     In  1810  he 
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me  to  hold  out  to  tlie  gentlemen  who  may  incline  to  favour  this 
undertaking  that  any  trouble  they  may  take  will  not  be  bestowed 
in  vain.  I've  materials  enough  for  two  volumes  of  about  600 
pages  each — the  first — containing  acct  of  the  Settlemt.  &  pro- 
prietary government — the  second  the  royal  government.  Here 
I  may  perhaps  end. 

I  know  not  whether  the  work  will  not  finally  make  a  beggar 
of  me — but  I  find  I  cannot  go  on  without  great  deal  of  begging. 

I  wish  now  to  put  your  public  spirit  &  good  nature  to  a  little 
contribution.  No  one  is  better  acquainted  than  you  with  the 
little  disputes  of  the  province  with  So.  Carolina  about  the 
boundary — May  I  beg  that  you  w^.  favour  me  with  a  short 
sketch  of  them,  at  least  till  '76.  A  complete  one  perhaps  wd. 
plague  you  too  much.  I  am  told  that  you  are  possessed  of  a 
small  volume  of  documents  on  that  matter. 

Could  I  procure,  a  view  of  the  falls  or  narrows  of  the  Yad- 
kin ?i 

The  Lord's  prayer  in  the  Catawba  dialect  wd.  be  useful  to 
me.^ 

I  shall  leave  this  State  shortly,  in  June,  I  think.  I  wd.  be 
glad  of  your  favor  by  mail — as  early  as  possible. 

The  need  I  am  of  when  I  ask  &  the  impossibility  of  procuring 
it  without  your  aid,  I  have  flattered  myself  wd.  be  an  apology 
for  this  intrusion  on  your  time.  If  I  have  erred  I  shall  be  satis- 
fied if  you  let  me  discover  my  mistake  from  your  silence. 
I  am  Dr  Sr  Your  very  obed.  srt. 

P.  X.  Maktin. 

General  Steele. 

I  wd.  gladly  pay  for  a  view  of  the  narrows  &  could  easily 
do  so  at  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 

was  transferred  to  a  similar  post  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans  where 
he  served  until  the  Territory  became  a  State  in  1812.  Thereupon 
he  became  attorney-general  of  the  new  state  until  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Louisiana  and  so  remained  until 
the  year  of  his  death,  1846.  For  a  short  sketch  of  Martin,  see 
Weeks,  in  Ashe's  Biographical  History  of  North  Carolina,  IV,  306- 
314. 

^Martin  evidently  purposed  at  this  date  to  illustrate  his  history 
of  the  state  and  later  relinquished  the  idea. 

^The  Lord's  prayer  in  the  Catawba  Dialect  does  not  appear  in  the 
history. 
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John  Steele  to  David  Stone 

Salisbury  April  30*^.  1809.— 
Sir, 

Immediately  after  tlie  receipt  of  your  Excellencys  favours  of 
the  23*^.  and  25*^.  ult^.  to  me,  and  of  your  instructions  of  the 
latter  date  to  the  Commissioners,  an  Express  was  dispatched 
with  the  expectation  of  meeting  D"".  Blyth  or  some  of  the  gentle- 
men associated  with  him  on  the  part  of  South  Carolina  at 
Columbia  on  the  second  monday  of  this  month;  but  unfortu- 
nately that  Messenger  returned  after  waiting  several  days  with- 
out meeting  D^.  Blyth  as  we  had  expected,  and  without  being 
able  to  find  any  person  there  authorized  to  open  and  act  upon 
our  letter. — 

We  proposed  to  the  Commissioners  of  South  Carolina  in 
that  letter  to  proceed  to  M'"^.  Earle's  tavern  near  the  termination 
of  the  line  of  1772,  where  we  would  meet  them  on  Thursday  the 
20*^.  of  April  inst.  ready  to  commence  the  running  and  marking 
of  the  line. — We  also  apprized  D"".  CaldwelP  of  this  appointment 
and  requested  him  by  letter  to  set  out  from  the  University  so  as 
to  be  there  by  the  day  proposed,  or  a  few  days  sooner,  if  he 
conceived  his  being  there  before  the  commissioners  w^.  tend  to 
expedite  the  business. — He  arrived  here  on  his  journey  thither 
the  day  before  the  Messenger  returned  from  Columbia  and 
waited  his  return. — Upon  consultation  with  Gen^  Stokes  it  was 
concluded  that  as  D'".  Caldwell  could  not  attend  again  until 
autumn,  it  w*^.  be  advisable  for  him  to  proceed  without  the 
Commissioners,  and  to  ascertain  as  accurately  as  possible  the 
point  where  the  35°.  of  latitude  intersects  or  approaches  nearest 
to  the  Ridge  of  Mountains  called  for  in  the  3*^.  Article  of  the 
conventional  agreement. — This  we  considered  the  more  impor- 
tant as  in  the  event  of  delay  on  the  part  of  South  Carolina  to 
ratify,  it  w*^.  enable  your  Excellency  to  correspond  with  the 
Executive  of  that  State,  and  of  Georgia  if  necessary  with  a 
full  understanding  of  the  subject. — 


^Doctor  Joseph  Caldwell,  president  of  the  State  University,  was  a 
member  of  the  Boundary  Commission  in  the  capacity  of  expert  in 
surveying. 
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About  the  time  tlie  Messenger  was  at  Columbia  waiting  for 
D"".  Blyth's  arrival  there,  Gen^  Welborn  was  in  Charleston,  and 
wrote  also  to  D'".  Blyth  proposing  on  the  part  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  this  State  to  meet  M'*^  Earles  whenever  it  w*^.  be 
convenient  to  the  Commissioners  of  South  Carolina  to  attend. — 
Gen^  Welborns  letter  to  me  to  this  effect,  and  the  report  of  a 
committee  of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  on  the  subject 
of  the  conventional  agreement  are  herewith  enclosed  for  your 
Excellency's  consideration. — While  D'".  Caldwell  was  at  Table 
Mountain  he  had  frequent  opportunities  of  conversing  with  a 
Member  of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  who  was  also  a 
member  of  the  committee  who  made  the  enclosed  report. — To 
D"".  Caldwell  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  the  particulars  of  the 
information  thus  collected,  which  with  this  letter,  and  the  as- 
tronomical observations  lately  made  will  put  your  Excellency 
in  possession  of  all  the  material  occurrences  which  have  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  comm''^.  since  the  act  of  ratification  the 
part  of  this  State. — 

I  am  extremely  gratified  to  find  that  the  late  observations 
made  by  D^.  Caldwell  with  a  new  Sextant  correspond  substan- 
tially with  those  made  near  the  same  place  in  June  1807,  and 
which  then  formed  the  basis  of  the  renunciation  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  and  that  the  refusal  of  that  State  to  ratify  the  con- 
ventional agreement  is  consequently  without  any  just  founda- 
tion.— ^In  addition  to  this,  if  the  delay  of  South  Carolina  to 
ratify  originates  only  from  an  apprehension  concerning  private 
titles  and  not  from  a  solicitude  concerning  the  extent  of  terri- 
tory to  be  relinquished,  there  is  good  reason  to  hope  that  our 
territorial  disputes  will  all  be  adjusted  in  a  short  time,  with 
credit  and  satisfaction. — 

In  the  course  of  our  conferences  at  Columbia  we  informed 
the  commissioners  of  South  Carolina,  that  in  our  opinion  the 
titles  of  persons  in  possession  w^.  be  confirmed  by  the  laws  of 
this  State,  independently  of  the  Special  provision,  in  the  act 
under  which  we  were  appointed. — That  our  laws  were  compe- 
tent not  only  to  quiet  persons  holding  uninterupted  possession 
a  certain  number  of  years  ag*.  the  claims  of  the  State ;  but  also 
ag*.  private  claims,  and  that  we  hoped  and  believed  no  anxiety 
need  be  entertained  on  that   subject. — As  this   is   a   point  on 
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wliicli  your  Excellency  is  particularly  well  qualified  to  judge, 
it  w*^.  be  very  gratifying  to  me,  and  without  doubt  to  tbe  otlier 
comm^^.  to  be  favored  witb  y'*.  opinion  and  instructions. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be  Sir 
&^ 
His  Excellency 
David  Stone  Esq^. 

Be  pleased  to  return  tbe  report  of  tbe  committee  of  tbe  Legis- 
lature of  Soutb  Carolina. — Tbe  comm^®.  may  perhaps  have  use 
for  it. 

John  Steele 

to 
Governor  Stone 
April  30*^.  1809 

N.  C.  Historical  Society 


John  Hogg  to  John  Steele. 

John  Steele  Esq.  Bank  of  Cape  Eeae  4th  May  1809. 

Sir. 

Your  official  Return  of  18tb  came  to  hand  on  30th  Ulto. 
Until  you  shall  have  received  from  me  further  directions  in  this 
respect,  you  will  limit  the  amount  of  Debt  due  at  your  Office 
to  $35,000— 

Make  up  a  General  Statement  of  the  business  of  your  Of- 
fice &  accounts  to  31st  inst.  inclusive  which  forward  to  me  Pr. 
first  mail  thereafter — 

I  am  with  respect 
Sir. 

Yr.  Most  obt.  Servt. 

John  Hogg  Cashier 
Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Eear  B.C.F, 

Salisbury — 
Address : 

John  Steele  Esq 

Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
Salisbury,  l^o  Car^ 
A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 
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(John  Steele)  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 

Salisbury  June  2d  1809. 
Dr.  Sir, 

I  have  prepared  and  transmit  herewitli  the  half  yrly  state- 
ment required  from  this  office  under  cover  to  the  cashier  who 
will  no  doubt  lay  the  accounts  and  papers  before  you.  They 
will  I  hope  be  sufft.  not  only  to  show  the  Directors  and  officers 
of  the  Bank  what  has  been  done  but  enable  them  to  estimate 
the  extent  to  which  the  business  may  be  carried  on  here  in  fu- 
ture. Of  my  own  agency,  and  the  extra  labour  which  circum- 
stances render  unavoidable  I  shall  say  nothing  being  well  per- 
suaded that  they  are  understood  and  duly  appreciated  at  the 
Bank.  One  thing  however  I  must  beg  leave  to  mention,  that  it 
appears  to  me  the  management  of  so  large  a  Capital  as  has  been 
and  may  be  employed  here  to  advantage  is  not  adequately  com- 
pensated by  my  present  salary.  I  have  reason  to  believe  the 
value  of  the  business  here  in  every  point  of  view  is  equal  to 
what  it  was  at  Fayetteville  when  the  Agents  salary  there  was 
increased  to  $750.  If  we  had  not  been  apprehensive  of  tran- 
scending the  wishes  of  the  Bank  and  the  limitations  imposed 
upon  our  discounts  the  amot.  of  debt  here  might  with  equal 
safety  have  been  considerably  greater.  Fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars I  supposed  may  be  employed. 

Without  meaning  to  ask  anything  unreasonable  I  submit  this 
brief  statement  to  the  consideration  of  the  directors  well  con- 
vinced that  if  the  business  here  is  likely  to  merit  it  they  will  act 
by  uniform  rules  and  allow  the  same  compensation  to  me  that 
was  allowed  at  Fayetteville  when  that  office  did  not  Discount 
more  than  $3000  pr.  week. 

The  President  of 

the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear. 

(Copy  Unsigned) 
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J(ohn)  Winslow  to  John  Steele. 

Fayetteville  June  2d  1809. 
Dear  Sir 

I  enclose  you  Fifty  Dollars  in  Cape  Fear  IN^otes  for  the  pur- 
pose of  answering  any  demands  against  Jolin  Adam  on  acct  of 
the  School  or  other  matters.  You  will  be  kind  enough  to  take 
charge  of  it  and  supply  him  as  occasion  requires. 

Please  present  my  best  Respects  to  the  Ladies  of  your  family 
&  believe  me 

Your  friend  &  obt.  Servt. 

J.   Winslow. 
Mr.  Eccles  forwarded  to  the 
Boys  20  Dol.  some  little  time  since. 

John  Steele  Esqr, 
Addressed : 

John   Steele  Esquire 
Salisbury 

Rowan  County  ^N".  C. 

Endorsed : 

John  Winslow's  letter 

June  2d.  1809. 
Enclosing  Fifty  dollars  for  the  use  of 

Jno.  R.  Adam. 
Creditted  in  my  Ledger. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical.  Commission. 


Joseph  Pearson^  to  John  Steele 

Washington  June  8**^  1809 
Dear  Sir. 

Altho.  much  business  of  rather  an  ordinary  nature  is  before 
us — ^I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  the  subject  of  our  foreign 


^Joseph  Pearson  was  just  beginning  his  period  of  service  in  Con- 
gress and,  ranking  as  Federalist,  he  found  himself  in  a  decidedly 
critical  attitude  toward  the  foreign  policy  of  the  first  administration 
of  James  Madison. 
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relations  will  only  be  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  for  ef- 
fectual legislation  at  this  session.  After  a  great  deal  of  pre- 
liminary— the  wise  committee  reported  the  enclosed  Bill — which 
I  deem  a  political  take  in — this  Bill  cannot  be  understood  with- 
out a  perfect  knowledge  of  all  the  Embargo — nonintercourse  & 
non  importation  laws  which  have  been  enacted  &  which  have 
been  so  inexplicable  even  to  the  Government  itself.  You  will 
however  find — that  this  Bill  to  the  exclusion  of  all  British  armed 
Vessels  as  well  as  those  of  France  from  our  waters — This  pro- 
vision I  think  improper  at  this  moment  &  I  fear  will  tend  to 
impede  the  arrangements  which  we  have  the  prospect  of  com- 
pleting with  Great  Britain — I  may  be  deceived  &  I  hope  I 
am — but  I  fear  there  are  more  voices  than  hearts  in  favor  of 
an  amicable  termination  of  our  differences  with  that  nation.  I 
do  not  conceive  any  additional  security  will  arise  out  of  such  a 
restriction — it  will  operate  against  G.  Britain  partially — it  is 
contrary  to  the  apparent  understanding  between  the  two  gov- 
ernments at  this  very  time — it  will  operate  inconveniently  on 
ourselves  by  producing  retaliation  &  will  be  particularly  incon- 
venient to  us  whilst  the  Tripolitan  warfare^  is  continued — & 
it  is  surely  a  more  fit  subject  for  Treaty  than  positive  law. 

This  Bill  is  recommited  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  more 
intelligible — &  I  hope  this  questionable  provision  will  not  ulti- 
mately succeed.  Commercial  nonintercourse  will  be  continued 
as  to  France,  til  some  relaxation  or  modification  in  the  measure 
of  Bournaparte  takes  place — at  least  this  is  the  prevalent  under- 
standing amongst  the  members  of  Congress — As  to  all  other 
nations,  intercourse  will  be  resumed,  tho  perhaps  with  some 
restrictions. 


^The  Seventh  Congress,  during  its  first  session,  December,  1801- 
May,  1802,  had  recognized  a  state  of  war  with  Tripoli.  This  was 
pressed  to  an  apparent  conclusion  and  treaty  in  June,  1805.  Never- 
theless relations  with  Tripoli  and  the  other  Barbary,  remain  far 
from  satisfactory,  resulting  in  desultory  captures  and  reprisals 
until  Commodore  Decatur  finally  brought  them  all  to  decisive 
and  final  terms  in  1815.  See  American  State  Papers,  Foreign 
Affairs,  II,  Tripoli,  in  Index.  For  the  treaties  with,  iMd..  pp.  699- 
725. 
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You  will  observe  from  tlie  report  of  the  Secretary  to  what 
poverty  our  treasury  is  reduced — by  the  Embargo  since  we  have 
to  resort  to  loans  for  the  ordinary  contingencies  of  government.^ 

The  Army  &  l^avy  establishments  are  not  viewed  with  the 
most  favorable  eye.  The  Army  perhaps  may  not  be  reduced 
this  session,  tho  I  think  recruiting  will  be  discontinued — As 
to  the  Gun-Boats^  they  are  no  longer  the  rage — they  are  the 
sport  of  everybody — &  will  be  sold  or  rather  given  away. 

We  have  not  been  permitted  to  praise  M''.  Madison,^  tho  as 
yet  we  like  him  very  well — M'*.  Randolph's*  resolutions  to  that 
effect  lies  on  the  table  &  perhaps  will  not  be  able  to  rise  again 
this  session.  We  expect  to  close  the  session  about  the  4*^.  July 
&  to  meet  again  the  4*^  Monday  in  J^ov^"".  The  account  of 
peace  being  established  between  Austria  &  France  is  not  con- 
firmed.^ We  have  not  heard  anything  from  France  relative 
to  our  government. 

I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  detail  the  ordinary  proceedings  of 
Congress — they  are  so  amply  disclosed  by  the  I^ews  papers. 

As  yet,  we  have  no  'parties — k  I  trust  it  will  so  continue  noth- 
ing but  party  spirit  could  give  consequence  to  some  of  the  lead- 


*Due  to  the  loss  of  customs  revenue  as  a  result  of  the  non-inter- 
course and  embargo  policy  of  Jefferson's  administration  in  its 
effort  to  bring  England  on  the  one  hand  and  France  on  the  other 
to  respect  neutral  trade.  For  the  whole  effect  of  this  policy,  see 
McMaster,  III,  276-417. 

^Jefferson's  "Gun-Boat  Navy"  produced  with  the  idea  of  coast 
defense  and  ultimately  proven  useless  in  general  naval  policy. 

^James  Madison  was  inaugurated  president  in  March,  1809,  amid 
rather  gloomy  prospects  for  national  peace  and  well  being,  the 
foreign  policy  of  the  last  administration  particularly  having  failed, 
and  yet  at  the  same  time  involved  the  country  in  economic  distress. 

*John  Randolph,  of  Roanoke,  used  his  seat  in  the  House  as  a  ros- 
trum from  which  to  carp  at  and  criticise  Madison  as  the  inheritor  of 
Jefferson's  policies  with  which  he,  Randolph,  had  been  at  sharp, 
odds.  The  word  ''praise,"  as  used  above,  doubtless  refers  to  certain 
resolutions  introduced  by  Randolph  on  May  24,  relative  to  reduction 
of  the  army.  Annals  of  Congress,  Eleventh  Congress,  First  Session, 
1809,  p.  61,  et  seq. 

^Napoleon  had  occupied  Vienna  in  May,  1809,  defeated  and  broken 
the  power  of  Austria  at  Wagram  in  July,  and  granted  the  armistice 
of  Znaim;  but  the  "Peace  of  Vienna"  was  not  concluded  until 
October. 
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ers  in  tlie  last  Congress.    Should  anything  of  importance  occur 
it  shall  be  communicated. 

With  respect 
Sir 

your  ob*  sv* 


J*^  Pearson. 


A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Jos(hu)a  G.  Wright  to  John  Steele 

Wilmington  June  26th  1809. 
Dear  Sir 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2nd 
Inst,  on  the  subject  of  an  increase  of  the  Salary  which  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  has  been  assigned  to  the  office  of  discount 
at  Salisbury.  Although  this  letter  is  addressed  to  me  in  my 
official  character  of  President  of  the  Board  I  have  notwith- 
standing taken  the  liberty  of  retaining  it  without  submitting 
to  the  Directors  collectively.  This  I  have  done  from  a  belief, 
founded  on  conversations  with  individual  members  of  the  Board 
to  whom  I  have  shewn  the  letter,  that  the  application  contained 
in  it  could  not  with  propriety  be  granted.  It  is  said,  &  cor- 
rectly said,  that  the  business  of  the  office  at  Fayetteville  was 
of  greater  extent  when  the  agents  salary  of  that  place  was  in- 
creased than  the  business  now  doing  at  Salisbury,  &  that  the 
increase  of  Salary  to  the  agent  at  the  former  place  was  founded 
on  a  contemplated  extension  of  the  business,  and  an  assignment 
of  duties  to  be  performed  by  him  not  required  from,  or  per- 
formed by,  any  other  agent.  It  is  also  further  stated,  that  the 
salary  assigned  to  the  agency  at  Raleigh  was  only  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  the  duties  of  which  were  discharged,  while  the 
business  continued  to  be  greater — &  more  productive  there,  by 
the  agent,  than  they  are  now  at  the  Salisbury  agency,  and  that 
the  Salary  to  Mr.  Haywood  at  Raleigh  was  encreased  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Salary  allowed  to  you. 
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These  Sir  are  tlie  considerations,  wliich  influenced  me  in 
declining  to  submit  your  letter  to  tlie  official  I^otice  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  as  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  readily  perceive 
their  weight — should  you  however  be  desirous  of  having  an 
opinion  expressed  by  that  body,  on  the  subject  of  it,  be  pleased 
to  say  so,  and  it  shall  be  presented  to  their  consideration  of- 
ficially. 

That  the  Directors  are  well  satisfied  with  the  business  of  the 
Office  under  your  management,  and  properly  appreciate  your 
services,  you  may  be  assured,  and  you  may  also  be  assured  that 
no  application  could  be  made  to  them  which  would  receive  more 
attention  or  would  be  more  likely  to  attain  its  object  than 
one  made  by  yourself. 

It  is  in  contemplation  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 
Bank  by  opening  subscriptions  for  500  Shares.  This  we  shall 
determine  on  tomorrow,  and  if  the  measure  is  adopted  Public 
notice  will  be  given  in  the  papers,  which  our  Charter  requires 
to  be  done  &  that  for  the  space  of  three  months  so  that  you  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  investing  in  the  institution  the  funds 
you  intimated  to  me  you  were  desirous  of  appropriating  in  that 
way.  You  must  excuse  the  awkward  manner  in  which  this  let- 
ter is  written  I  commenced  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  paper 
which  I  did  not  perceive  until  I  had  written  down  the  page,  &  I 
am  now  much  hurried  by  my  preparations  to  leave  home  for 
Raleigh,  where  I  shall  be  until  abt  the  10th  of  next  month. 
My  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Steele  &  the  young  ladies.  With  much 
esteem  &  respect 

Your  Obt.  Servt. 

Josa.  G.  Wright. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 
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John  Hogg  to  John  Steele 

Private 

Jolm  Steele  Esqr.  Wilmington  27  June  1809. 

Dear  Sir 

I  hasten  to  reply  to  your  note  of  15tli.  accompanying  your 
Official  Returns  of  13th  Currt.  Get  your  cotton  as  fast  as  you 
can  to  Petersburg  Virginia  where  I  doubt  not  you  will  obtain 
a  good  price  for  it  &  at  any  rate  a  better  one  than  can  be  ob- 
tained here  or  at  Charleston. 

I  have  been  in  vain  for  three  months  attempting  to  sell  here 
a  small  quantity  (say  32  Bags)  at  15  cents,  &  am  advised  from 
a  respectable  House  in  l^ew  York  that  shipped  to  Liverpool 
Eng**.  it  would  not  probably  net  more  than  12  Cents — they  have 
laid  on  a  new  and  add^  Duty  which  will  bring  the  Duty  in 
all  on  importations  to  exceed  4°Stg.per — 

Send  your  Cotton  to  Petersburg  &  turn  into  Cash  of  any 
kind  you  will  do  better  there  with  it  than  any  where  else.  I 
verily  believe  no  more  than  14  Cents  could  be  had  for  it  at 
Charleston. 

Between  ourselves  measures  are  in  great  forwardness  to  pro- 
vide for  the  extension  by  subscription  (to  be  made  in  Oct  next) 
of  the  Stock  of  B.  C.  F.  it  will  be  well  that  you  have  a  view 
this  way  as  it  will  prove  a  good  thing — of  this  I  shall  write 
you  more  at  length  after  1st  Monday  of  next  month  when  it 
will  be  decided  on  by  the  Board  of  Directors — in  meantime  let 
it  not  be  known  'that  any  such  thing  has  been  mentioned  to 
you  by 

Dear  Sir 

Yrs.  Sincerely 

Salisbury     )  John  Hogg. 

K  C.  ) 

Address : 

John  Steele  Esq 

Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
Salisbury,  N".  C. 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 
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F.  Coupee^  to  John  Steele 

Salisbury,  June  28*^,  1809. 
Sir,  and  Brother, 

In  a  former  letter,  dated  the  1^*  instant,  I  acquainted  you, 
as  a  citizen,  tliat  I  am  a  Candidate  for  tlie  office  of  Clerk  for 
the  County  of  Rowan. 

As  a  Mason,  as  a  brother,  I  now  address  you. 

We  never  have  hesitated  to  publish  to  the  world  that  we  pro- 
fess ^^to  live  in  brotherly  love,  to  smoothe  to  each  other  the 
rugged  paths  of  adversity;  and  to  support  one  another  in  all 
our  lawful  undertakings^'  It  is  also  a  maxim  universally  ac- 
knowledged by  us,  that  political  opinions  and  religious  tenets, 
never  enter  into,  nor  are  connected  with  Masonry;  and  I  hope, 
you  will  believe  with  me,  that  the  election  of  a  Clerk,  neither 
partakes  of  the  one,  nor  of  the  other ;  since  the  person  who  holds 
it,  is  bound  to  do  the  business  of  his  office  without  partiality, 
favor  or  affection. 

l^othing  but  want  of  employment  in  my  professional  busi- 
ness, and  an  anxious  desire  to  bestow  on  my  children  such  edu- 
cation, that  when  they  arrive  at  manhood,  they  may  be  useful 
citizens  of  the  community,  could  have  compelled  me  thus  to 
address  you. 

Employment  I  seek,  at  your  hand  I  look  for  support,  in  the 
same  manner,  as  (upon  a  change  of  conditions)  you  would  ex- 
pect me  and  others,  to  do  unto  you. 

Your  Brother,  and  obt.  Servt. 


r.  Coupee. 


John  Steel  Esq^ 
Salisbury 

K  C. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Notes.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


^Francis  Coupee,  of  French  origin,  established  a  print  shop  at 
Salisbury,  Rowan  counT:y,  in  1798  and  in  connection  therewith  pub- 
lished The  North  Carolina  Mercury  and  Salisbury  Advertizer. 
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Jesse  A.  Pearson  to  John  Steele 

At  night,  July  30t^  1809 
My  dear  Sir 

Tlie  electioneering  campaign^  having  become  mucli  warmer 
than  I  had  anticipated,  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  attribute 
my  non  compliance  with  the  engagement  to  see  M^.  Andrews  the 
first  of  last  week  to  that  cause  alone.  CoP.  Bodinhamer^  & 
myself  have  been  under  a  forced  march  since  Sunday  last — 
We  have  left  none  of  the  enemies  ground,  in  this  quarter  unex- 
plored— and  I  think  have  succeeded  in  blowing  up  most  of  their 
strong  places.  I  am  in  high  spirits  as  to  the  success  of  our 
ticket — ^Andrews  will  run  better  in  the  Fork  than  could  have 
been  expected — In  the  Lexington  side  of  the  river,  he  will  get  a 
strong  vote — Should  he  do  proportionably  well  in  his  own  Regi- 
ment, his  election  will  be  pretty  sure.  I  shall  not  have  it  in 
my  power  to  see  you  before  Sunday  next.  The  whole  of  this 
week  being  already  engaged  in  the  important  business  afore- 
said. 

Bodinhamer  recv^  a  letter  from  Andrews  on  Friday  in  Lex- 
ington in  which  he  has  completely  ''emancipated''  himself  from 
certain  charges — - 

If  you  have  any  news  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  by  re- 
turn of  boy. 

Yours  respectfully  &  sincerely 

J.  A.  Pearson. 

If  you  see  M"".  Beard^  please  to  tell  him  we  expect  to  meet  him 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


^Jesse  A.  Pearson  was  canvassing  the  county  to  succeed  himself 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  where  he  had  served  during  the  past 
two  terms.  He  was  successful  and  continued  in  the  House,  or 
Senate,  until  1816. 

^William  Bodenhamer  was  candidate  for  the  State  Senate,  being 
defeated  at  the  time,  but  was  successful  through  1812-1815.  He 
represented  Davidson  County  in  the  Commons  for  the  first  two 
years  after  that  area  was  cut  off  from  Rowan,  1822. 

^Lewis  Beard.     See  former  note. 
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John  Haywood  to  (John^)  Steele. 

at  Flat  Swamp  on  Saturday 
Genr^  John  Steele 

Kaleigh  3d  August  1809. — 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Trustees  of  our  University  and  other  friends  and  Pa- 
trons of  that  Institution,  fully  sensible  of  the  many  and  great 
inconveniences  which  grow  out  of  the  present  unfinished  State 
of  the  Buildings  there,  and  despairing  of  being  able  to  com- 
mand the  funds  necessary  even  to  the  finishing  the  Walls  and 
covering  in  the  principal  Building;^  in  their  zeal  to  further 
and  promote  the  Interests  of  Learning  and  Science  as  far  as 
they  may,  have  resolved  on  the  begging  Scheme  which  will  be 
presented  to  your  view  by  the  enclosed  Subscription-Paper — 
the  Money  so  to  be  raised  to  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  finish- 
ing this  Building. 

JSTo  man  can  feel  more  backwardness  nor  greater  reluctance 
in  troubling  his  friends  than  I  do : — I  feel  when  I  assert  this, 
that  I  do  myself  nothing  more  than  justice,  however  my  Con- 
duct on  the  present  occasion  may  Seem  at  variance  with  my 
declaration :  You  will  have  the  goodness  therefore  to  Seek 
for  me  an  Apology  for  Sending  to  you  the  enclosed  Subscrip- 
tion Paper,  which  I  know  will  probably  give  you  trouble  and 
cost  you  Money;  I  will  beg  you  to  charge  it  to  the  Accompt  of 
my  Wishes  to  be  useful  to  the  University,  &  to  the  solicitation 
of  many  of  your  and  my  friends  who  are  likewise  zealously 
engaged  in  the  Same  cause,  and  who  justly  &  highly  appreciate 
the  value  of  your  Countenance  and  patronage  in  this  under- 
taking : — In  fine,  I  am  aware  you  will  feel  as  much  pleasure  as 


^The  South  Building  at  the  University,  originally  called  "Main" 
Its  corner  stone  was  laid  in  1798,  but  it  was  not  finally  completed 
until  1814.  Numerous  expedients,  among  them  lotteries,  had  been 
tried  by  the  trustees  to  raise  funds  for  the  completion  of  this  build- 
ing. In  1809  President  Joseph  Caldwell,  Treasurer  John  Haywood, 
and  William  Gaston  were  constituted  a  committee  to  draft  an  ad- 
dress to  the  friends  of  education  in  the  State,  and  Caldwell  was 
authorized  to  travel  through  the  State  in  vacation  to  secure  sub- 
scriptions. It  was  the  effort  organized  in  this  year  that  brought 
the  building  to  completion.  K.  P.  Battle,  History  of  the  University 
of  North  Carolina,  I,  133-134. 
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any  of  us  in  furthering  the  welfare  &  happiness  of  our  com- 
mon Country  by  this  and  every  other  means  in  your  power: 
and  I  count  with  Confidence  on  your  long  tried  indulgence 
towards  me  for  an  Excuse  for  the  trouble  I  am  thus  made  the 
instrument  of  giving  you. 

I  offer  my  Regards  and  remain,  much  and  respectfully,  your 
friend  &  Sert. 

Genl.  Steele.  John  Haywood. 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


J(ohn)  8(teele)  to  John  Hogg. 

Salisbury  Septemr.  3d.  1809. 
Dear  Sir, 

On  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  8th  ulto.  I  determined  to 
subscribe  for  at  least  fifty  shares  of  the  new  Capital  Stock  of 
the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear,  to  accomplish  which  with  certainty  and 
without  deduction,  I  rely  upon  your  friendly  assistance.  For 
the  first  payment  I  herewith  enclose  the  five  following  drafts 
from  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposit  at  Washington  on  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  Philadelphia  all  endorsed  to  you 
as  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear. 

1  draft  dated  Jany.  13th  1808  for 

1  Do.       "       Jany.  27th  1809     '' 

1  Do.       ''         July     3d.  1809     " 

2  Do.       "         July     3d.  1809     " 


$62. 

87. 

200. 

$500  1000. 

each 

No. 

1349. 

In  the  course  of  a  week  or  two  I  will  enclose  you  either  paper 
of  the  same  kind  or  Treasy.  Drafts  to  the  amount  of  $2500.  I 
will  be  greatly  obliged  to  you  to  manage  the  business  for  me  in 
such  manner  that  I  shall  be  sure  of  Fifty  shares  of  One  hundred 
dollars  each,  and  indeed  I  would  have  aimed  at  more  if  I  had 
thought  they  could  be  had,  and  if  the  times  had  not  been  too 


604        The  [N'orth  Carolina  Historical  Commission 

discouraging  to  count  much,  upon  mj  cotton.  Fifteen  thousand 
wt.  of  which  I  have  now  at  Petersburgh,  and  another  crop  just 
beginning  to  mature  which  will  probably  amount  to  a  third 
more  than  the  last.  As  soon  as  I  am  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  the  instructions  our  monied  men  here  will  make  up  their 
minds.  If  the  kind  of  payment  required  shd.  not  deter  them, 
I  suppose  they  will  want  about  100  shares  exclusive  of  mine. 

The  drafts  which  you  sent  me  are  not  yet  sold.  Tho'  I  have 
no  doubt  they  ought  to  bring  5  pr.  ct.  prem.  and  will  after  a 
while,  yet  from  the  present  state  of  trade,  the  Merchts.  seem 
reluctant  to  give  it. 

I  am  Dear  Sir 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  S. 
John  Hogg  Esqr. 

Cashier  Bank  Cape  Fear 
Wilmington. 
Endorsed : 
John  Steele 

to 
Jno.  Hogg  C.  B.  Cape  Fear. 

Authorizing  a  subscription  of  50  shares  of  the  new  stock. 

Enclosed  with  the  drafts  within  mentioned  under  cover  of 
weekly  return  No.  54. 

Letter  dated  Sept.  10th,  with  the  draft  therein  mentioned  en- 
closed under  cover  of  weekly  return  'No.  55. 

Letter  dated  Septemr.  22d  covered  on  draft  Treasr.  of  the 
U.  S.  on  Bank  of  U.  S.  favr.  of  Sherwood  Haywood  Agent  for 
Invalid  pensioners.  J^o.  1769,  dated  Septemr.  8th  1809  for  nine 
hundred  dollars,  endorsed  payable  to  the  order  of  John  Hogg 
Esqr.     Cashier  B.  C.  Fear. 

Enclosed  in  weekly  return  No.  57. 

Salisbury  Septemr.  10th  1809. 
Dr.  Sir. 

I  herewith  enclose  you  a  draft  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  Philadelphia  I^o. 
1733,  dated  23d  Augt  1809,  for  Sixteen  hundred  dollars  which 
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you  will  be  pleased  to  apply  as  directed  in  my  letter  of  the  3d 
inst. — It  accompanied  my  last  weekly  return  and  enclosed  you 
$1349.  I  expect  in  a  short  time  to  remit  you  JSTine  hundred  or  a 
thousand  dollars  more  for  the  same  purpose.* 

Yours  respectfully. 

J.  Steele. 
John  Hogg  esqr. 

Cashier  B.  Cape  Fear 
Wilmington 

*If  the  commrs.  will  not  create  new  stoch  and  if  old  stoch 
cannot  be  obtained  for  these  monies  at  par,  I  shall  hope  that 
the  Bank  will  allow  me  interest  agreeably  to  your  obliging  inti- 
mation of  the  8th  ulto.  With  these  hints  the  management  of 
the  business  is  submitted  to  yr.  discretion  and  friendship. 

John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Steele  to  Grade,  Anderson  &  Co. 

Salisbury  Septem^  17*^.  1809, 
Gentlemen. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  first  post  after  the  return  of  the  wag- 
gons to  thank  you  for  your  obliging  favor  of  the  5*^.  inst,  with 
the  list  of  the  weights  of  the  cotton  which  it  enclosed. — The  de- 
pression in  the  price  of  produce  which  you  mention  was  not 
altogether  unexpected;  though  I  still  hope  from  the  arrival  of 
the  ISTew  Envoy-*^  from  Great  Britain  that  cotton  may  perhaps 
look  up  and  that  you  will  be  able  to  obtain  fifteen  cents  if  not 
a  better  price. — I  do  not  mean  by  this  to  suggest  the  idea  of 
keeping  it  on  hand,  unless  in  your  own  opinion  it  sh*^.  appear 
clearly  for  my  advantage  to  do  so. — Having  the  most  perfect 


^Francis  James  Jackson  arrived  in  August,  1809,  as  British  Min- 
ister to  the  United  States  in  succession  to  Erskine,  recently  recalled. 
Erskine  had  undertaken  in  good  faith  to  effect  an  agreement  with 
the  United  States  whereby  all  differences  would  be  relieved.  This 
agreement  was  rejected  by  the  British  Government  on  the  ground 
that  the  minister  had  exceeded  his  instructions.  Jackson  came 
over  in  an  entirely  different  attitude  and  was  dismissed  by  our 
government  in  November.  See  Adams's  Gallatin,  379;  Cf.  Schauler, 
II,  pp.  281-291. 
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confidence  in  your  means  of  information  as  well  as  in  tlie  re- 
spectable character  of  your  house,  I  submit  tbe  sale  of  tbe  cot- 
ton entirely  to  your  judgment  and  discretion. — I  have  no  ob- 
jection tbat  you  allow  a  credit  of  90  days  provided  it  will  ad- 
vance the  price  &  can  close  with  safety  in  these  critical  times 
and  if  it  will  also  help  the  sale  an  additional  dollar  on  the 
hundred  weight  I  will  take  the  Bank  notes  and  paper  currency 
of  this  State,  tho'  without  such  premium  I  would  prefer  the  pa- 
per of  your  Banks. — 

I  am  Gentlemen 

Yery   respectfully 

Your  mo^.  ob*.  serv*. 

[John    Steele]. 
Gracie,  Anderson  &  Co.  • 
Merchants  Petersburg 
Virginia. — 

N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Hogg  to  John  Steele 

Bank  of  Cape  Fear  19th  Sept.  1809. 
John  Steele  Esq. 
Sir 

Your  Official  Return  of  5th  Currt.  is  at  hand — I  note  how 
short  you  are  of  JSTotes  B.  C.  F.  to  meet  the  payment  of  the 
Discounts  made  at  your  Office,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to 
draw  on  either  of  the  Agencies  of  Fayetteville  or  Raleigh  for 
any  sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  as  you  may  find 
demand  for  your  Drafts — sell  the  Drafts  I  sent  you  on  l^ew 
York  for  any  premium  not  less  than  4  p  ct.  if  5  so  much  the 
better. 

I  am  with  respect 
Sir 
Yr  most  Obt.  Servt. 

John  Hogg^  Cashier 

B.C.F. 
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Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear) 
Salisbury.  ) 

Address : 

Jolin  Steele  Esq 

Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
Salisbury,  N.  C. 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


William  Leftwich  Turner^  to  John  Steele 

Ealeigh  Sept  24*^.  1809. 
Sir. 

M"".  Thompson  bearer  of  this,  hearing  of  the  vacancy  at  Salis- 
bury has  applied  to  me  for  a  letter  to  some  of  the  Trustees  of 
your  Academy.^  He  is  a  young  man  of  some  talents  &  of  a  lib- 
eral education  &  from  his  extreme  youth  he  could  pass  as  a 
Preacher,  he  may  do  well  as  a  Teacher.  He  has  been  recom- 
mended to  our  Presby*^  by  M^.  Hoge^  Pres*.  H.  S.  College* 
Virg^^.  as  a  young  man  of  very  good  character  and  a  scholar — 
But  of  this  you  can  judge — I  have  written  to  Y^.  by  request  of 


^Mr.  Turner  was  a  Presbyterian  minister  residing  in  Raleigh. 
The  University  conferred  the  Master  of  Arts  Degree  upon  him  in 
1810.  In  the  same  year  he  made  a  donation  toward  the  completion  of 
the  South  Building.  Battle,  History  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  I,  186,  831. 

^Salisbury  Academy  was  launched  in  1807,  with  Maxwell  Cham- 
bers Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  See  Raleigh  Minerva, 
May  21,  1807.  It  became  a  center  of  useful  learning  for  the  ad- 
jacent areas  of  Western  North  Carolina.  An  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly  authorized  a  lottery  in  1814  to  assist  its  interests.  Raleigh 
Register,  October  21,  1814.  It  was  soon  divided  into  male  and  female 
departments  and  continued  a  useful  life  until  1839.  See  North  Car- 
olina Schools  and  Academies,  1790-1840,  p.  346,  et  seq. 

^Moses  Hoge,  D.D.,  president  of  Hampton  Sidney  College  from 
1807  to  his  death  in  1820.  For  his  services  see  William  Henry 
Foote,  Sketches  of  Virginia,  Chap.  XXIV. 

^Hampton  Sidney  College,  opened  by  the  Presbytery  of  Hanover, 
January,  1776,  under  the  name,  "Prince  Edward  Academy."  A 
charter  was  obtained  from  the  Virginia  legislature  in  1783  and  in 
this  the  academy  is  renamed  Hampton-Sidney  College.  Its  first 
president  was  Samuel  Stanhope  Smith.  See  Foote,  Sketches  of  Yir- 
ginia.  Chap.  XVIII. 
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M"*.  Henderson.^  have  not  yet  heard  of  any  person  who  is  willing 
to  leave  his  engagement  there.  Sh^.  M^.  Thompson  not  engage 
with  you  shall  hear  from  me  again 

W°^.  L.  Turner. 
Gen^  John  Steele 
Salisbury 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Sogg  to  John  Steele 
(private) 

Wilmington  3d  Oct.  1809. 
John  Steele  Esq. 

Dear  Sir. 

Your  Official  Return  of  19th.  enclosed  your  note  to  me  of 
22d.  in  Contn.  a  Draft  of  the  Treasr.  IT.  S.  fav  of  S.  Haywood 
Esq.  for  nine  hundred  dollars  which  shall  be  to  your  credit  as 
the  former  Drafts  reed'  from  you,  when  you  endorse  them  & 
send  them  to  me  as  your  Agent,  leave  out  my  title  of  ^'^Cashier 

B.  C.  E."  as  this  necessitates  to  me  to  so  state  myself  in  my 
■endorsement  apparently  adding  the  responsibility  of  the  Bank 

C.  E.  when  the  B.  has  no  interest  or  business  with  it.  Any 
money  you  have  now  or  may  have  at  Petersburg  Yirga.  cause 
your  friends  there,  whom  name  to  me,  to  send  it  by  a  safe  pri- 
vate opportunity  to  Mr.  Wm.  Shaw,  Postmaster  Raleigh  who 
will  for  me  and  under  such  directions  as  I  may  give  him  ac- 
cording to  your  instructions  do  the  needful  there,  what  you 
want  to  take  to  Salisbury  you  can  draw  for  on  W.  H.  H. 
Agent  &c.  &  what  may  be  wanted  here  can  be  sent  by  his  Draft — 
thus  reducing  the  risque  to  its  conveyance  to  Raleigh  to  which 
place  from  Petersburg  there  is  every  week  good  private  oppor- 
tunitys.  Mr.  Wm.  Shaw  is  every  way  worthy  of  trust  and  ever 
ready  &  willing  to  oblige  me  or  any  of  my  friends. 


^Archibald   Henderson,   of   Salisbury,   member   of   Congress   1799- 
1803.    Rumple,  Rowan  County,  301-302. 
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Between  ourselves, — I  begin  to  suspect  that  to  secure  50 
shares — means  must  be  on  the  spot  to  pay  for  1st  Pajt.  of  100 
Shares  but  of  this  more  shortly. 

I  shall  in  good  time  furnish  you  with  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions as  to  power  of  proxy  &c. 
In  meantime  am  with  regard 

Dr  Sr 

Yrs.  Sincerely 

JoHN^  Hogg. 
Addressed : 

John  Steele  Esqr. 

Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
Salisbury 
No.  Ca. 
post  paid. 

Endorsed : 

John  Hogg  Esqr. 
October  3d.  1809 
Acknowledging  rect  of  nine  hundred  dollars  for  shares  to  be 
subscribed. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Hogg  to  John  Steele. 

Bank  of  Cape  Eeae  24th  Octr.  1809. 
John  Steele  Esqr. 
Sir. 

Your  favor  of  10th  Currt.  at  hand  accompanying  your  Offi- 
cial Return  of  that  date. 

The  information  you  giYQ  relative  to  the  debt  due  by  Joseph 
Hall  and  his  endorsers  Saml.  Orten  &  John  Orten  is  by  no 
means  pleasing,  it  is  I  believe  a  case  without  remedy,  and  shews 
very  strongly  the  propriety  of  the  Bank  or  its  Agencies  con- 
fining their  Loans  to  persons  residing  near  the  place  of  Loan  on 
whose  motions  a  vigilant  and  watchful  eye  might  with  conven- 
ience be  kept — in  such  a  case  and  in  such  an  emergency  I  con- 
Vol.  2—10 
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ceive  the  Board  of  Directors  would  liave  approved  of  your  tak- 
ing the  Vendue  l^otes  or  indeed  of  settling  it  in  any  sort  so 
tliat  tlie  debt  would  eventually  have  been  paid — but  of  all  this 
I  shall  write  more  fully  when  the  matter  shall  have  been  before 
the  Board  which  it  will  be  at  their  meeting  tomorrow — by  the 
Mail  that  leaves  this  on  this  day  week  you  shall  have  instruc- 
tions in  all  the  points  you  have  heretofore  required  &  are  not 
already  instructed  on — Send  the  ^KTew  York  Bills  back  on  rect. 
hereof  if  not  already  on  their  way — 
I  am  with  respect 
Sir 

yr  Most  Obt  Servt. 

John  Hogg,  Cashier 

B.C.F, 
Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
Salisbury 

IST.  C. 
Address : 

John  Steele  Esq 

Agent  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
Salisbury,  N".  C. 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Lowell  to  John  Steele 

Boston  ]S^ov^  11*^.  1809. 
Dear  Sir. 

It  gives  us  no  small  pain  to  feel  ourselves  obliged  again  to 
obtrude  on  your  other  avocations,  and  to  call  your  attention 
to  a  subject  on  which  we  have  heretofore  frequently  troubled 
you — But  our  great  distance  from  the  object  of  our  enquiries, 
our  total  ignorance  of  suitable  persons  in  your  State  to  whom 
we  could  apply,  and  our  high  respect  for  your  opinion  and  char- 
acter have  obliged  us  to  be  so  frequently  troublesome — One  of 
the  parties  concerned  in  our  very  unfortunate  purchase  in  l^orth 
Carolina,  M"*.  George  Brimmer,  a  very  respectable  gentleman 
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of  this  town,  proposing  to  make  a  visit  to  Carolina,  we  have 
enduced  him  to  make  a  full  &  thorough  investigation  of  the 
State  of  our  claims — and  have  vested  him  with  the  fullest 
powers  to  compromise  with  any  other  claimants,  and  to  sell  all 
our  title  (if  any  remains  to  us)  for  the  most  he  can  obtain. — 

We  have  now  for  the  last  time,  we  hope,  to  request  your  kind 
advice  to  M'',  Brimmer,  as  to  the  most  eligible  mode  of  procee- 
dure,  as  to  the  most  suitable  persons  to  employ,  and  generally 
as  to  any  other  matters  which  you  may  think  conducive  to  his 
or  our  Interest — Be  pleased  to  accept  our  sincere  acknowledg- 
ments for  your  past  favours  &  believe  us  to  be  respectfully 

Y  hbl  Ser*«. 

J.  J.  Jackson 
John  Lowell. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Steele  to  William  R.  Davie 

Salisbury  J^ovem''.  26.  1809. 
Dear  Sir. 

Though  I  did  not  see  your  son  Hyder^  as  he  passed  I  had 
the  pleasure  to  receive  the  letter  of  the  29*^.  Septem^  which  you 
were  kind  enough  to  write  by  him,  enclosing  a  printed  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  boundary. — Be 


^Hyder  Ali  Davie,  second  son  of  W.  R.  Davie,  named  for  Hyder 
Ali,  the  Mohammedan  soldier-adventurer,  who,  followed  by  his  son, 
Tippoo,  became  the  most  formidable  Asiatic  rival  the  British  rule 
ever  encountered  in  India.  As  military  commander  in  the  Mysore 
wars  after  1750  he  shook  the  British  power  to  its  foundations.  His 
name  became  very  popular  in  America  after  the  rise  of  the  spirit 
of  resistance  to  England  and  during  the  period  of  the  Revolution. 
He  died,  1782.  Hyder  Ali  Davie  entered  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  in  1795,  and  was  a  student  there  as  late  as  1804.  Battle, 
History  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  I,  73,  195.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Jones,  of  Northampton  County,  and  removed  to  South 
Carolina,  to  the  Chester  District,  apparently  about  the  date  of  his 
father's  removal,  1805.  Wheeler,  History  of  North  Carolina,  II,  198. 
W.  R.  Davie's  eldest  son  was  Allen  Jones  Davie,  a  planter  of 
Halifax  County,  a  breeder  and  racer  of  fine  horses,  and  representa- 
tive in  the  Commons  in  1806.  See  Hoyt,  Murphey  Papers,  I,  327- 
329,  for  letter  from  Allen  Jones  Davie  to  Murphey,  Jan.  17,  1826. 
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pleased  to  accept  my  thanks  for  this  favour,  and  be  assured  tliat 
I  w^.  not  liave  postponed  so  long  acknowledging  it,  but  tbat  my 
store  of  information  bas  been  of  late  so  badly  supplied,  I  bad 
really  nothing  wortb  your  attention  to  give  you  in  return. — 

If  our  relations  witb  Great  Britain  were  in  an  awkward  sit- 
uation wben  you  wrote  in  Septem''.  tbey  have  certainly  become 
more  so  of  late. — I  suppose  you  have  seen  (Nat:  Intelligencer 
l^ovem''.  13*^.)  that  Secf^.  Smitb^  bas  quarrelled  witb  Jackson,^ 
and  thrown  the  whole  business  ''again  up  in  the  wind." — In 
this  way  a  mere  personal  dispute  seems  likely  for  a  twelve 
month  at  least  to  postpone  an  accommodation. — ^It  is  to  be  hoped 
however  that  the  good  sense  of  the  President  will  interpose, 
and  if  M^.  Smith  will  not  receive  any  further  communications 
from  the  Envoy  that  some  other  gentlemen  may  be  appointed 
to  treat  with  him,  of  less  Constitutional  or  political  irritahility. 
— Before  this  sudden  rupture  the  opinion  had  become  so  general 
that  the  negociations  w^.  eventuate  favourably,  that  Tobacco 
at  Petersburg  Virg^.  had  risen  from  $4.  to  $6. — and  Cotton 
dull  at  $14  had  risen  to  $16  brisk. — These  articles  are  again 
down  and  dull  To  the  industrious  and  sound  part  of  the  com- 
munity nothing  can  be  more  vexatious  and  injurious  than  such 
fluctuations. — By  continued  repetition  the  friends  of  peace  will 
at  length  become  wearied  with  a  state  of  uncertainty  and  sus- 
pense while  the  advocates  of  war  encouraged  by  the  lassitude 
and  indifference  of  their  opponents  must  finally  succeed.  This 
train  of  reflection  has  forced  itself  upon  my  mind  since  the 
return  of  the  Wasp  with  dispatches  from  Gen^.  Armstrong^  of 
the  20th.  of  September  and  the  unexpected  rupture  in  our  ne- 
gotiations with  the  British  Minister  at  Washington  which  im- 
mediately ensued.  The  dispatches  by  the  Wasp  have  not  been 
published  but  all  private  accounts  from  Paris  by  her  concur 
in  stating  the  text  there  to  be  "iYO  NEUTRALS/'  Among 
other  humiliating  effects  we  shall  be  driven  by  this  mandate 


^Robert  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Secretary  of  State  in  Madison's  cabi- 
net from  1809  to  his  dismissal  in  1811. 

^Francis  James  Jackson,  British  Minister  to  the  United  States, 
virtually  dismissed  by  President  Monroe.  The  Secretary  of  State 
to  Mr.  Jackson,  November  8,  1809,  American  State  Papers,  Foreign 
Affairs,  III,  318-319. 

^John  Armstrong,   United   States   Minister   to   Prance,   1804-lSlO. 
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to  exhibit  to  the  world  the  disgusting  spectacle  of  a  nation  con- 
tinually prating  about  liberty  and  independence,  and  with  the 
same  breath  acting  more  conformably  to  foreign  views  and  in- 
terests than  our  own.  In  the  present  convulsed  state  of  Europe 
it  may  be  difficult,  perhaps  impossible,  to  avoid  war;  but  there 
can  be  no  difficulty  in  taking  a  course,  which  if  we  must  have 
war,  will  unite  the  American  people,  and  this  with  the  admin- 
istration should  be  the  grand  desideratum.  I  pray  God  to  have 
our  country  in  His  holy  keeping,  and  that  he  may  preserve  you 
many  years. 

Jno.  Steele. 
General  Davie. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Joseph  Pearson  to  John  Steele 

Washington  N'ovb^  29*^  1809 
Dr  Genr^. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  first  moment,  to  forward  the  Message^ 
which  was  delevered  at  12  oclock  this  day.  It  is  accompanied 
with  a  volume  of  documents,  they  will  not  be  printed  for  a 
day  or  two.    As  soon  as  possible  they  shall  be  forwarded. 

I  have  no  time  to  comment,  no  opinion  can  yet  be  formed 
as  to  the  course  which  will  be  pursued. 

I  ^^  write  again  very  soon  &  hope  to  be  able  to  oifer  some 
opinions  &  facts. 

With  due  respect 
Sir 

Your  ob*  S"" 

Jo  Pearson. 
Gen""^  John  Steele 
Salisbury 
]Sr.  Carolina. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


^President   James   Madison's   message   to   the   Second    Session   of 
the  Eleventh  Congress  November  27,  1809  to  May  1,  1810. 
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John  Steele  to  President  of  Banh  of  Cape  Fear 

Salisbuey  Decemr.  1.  1809. 

Sir, 

I  herewitli  enclose  to  the  cashier  the  semiannual  returns  due 
from  the  Agents  office  at  this  place  to  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear. 
As  they  will  all  without  doubt  be  submitted  to  your  inspection, 
I  need  not  make  any  remarks  upon  them.  They  are  I  hope 
stated  with  sufficient  clearness  to  explain  themselves. 

When  the  business  first  commenced  here  it  was  not  contem- 
plated or  expected  to  extend  the  discounts  beyond  $3000.  pr. 
week  and  my  compensation  was  fixed  at  $500.  pr.  annum.  They 
have  since  as  you  will  see  by  the  returns  been  extended  tO' 
nearly  an  average  of  $5000  pr.  week  with  a  full  proportion  of 
increase  in  the  trouble  and  labour  of  the  Agent,  without  any 
increase  of  compensation.  The  amount  of  the  trust  may  be 
seen  by  my  accot.  current  in  the  most  simple  way  of  stating  it. 
— A  more  complex  and  at  the  same  time  a  more  just  idea  may  be 
had  of  it  by  the  footings  of  my  cash  accot.  and  accot.  of  ''Bonds 
Discounted"  each  of  which  show  transactions  within  the  last  six 
months  exceeding  $120,000  in  Amount.  The  double  of  this 
upwards  of  $240,000  the  Agent  is  to  go  through  for  $500  in 
full  for  all  expenses  including  the  rent  of  a  room  where  the 
propty.  of  the  Bank  is  kept  and  its  business  transacted.  It 
must  strike  you  and  every  other  reasonable  man  that  a  common 
clerk  who  had  his  boarding  and  other  personal  expenses  to  pay 
could  not  live  by  it. — A  merchant  who  had  a  mercantile  estab- 
lishment of  half  the  amount,  wd.  calculate  on  giving  to  his 
principal  Agent  a  better  compensation,  whilst  the  Agent  of  the 
Bank  is  subjected  to  the  expense  of  office  rent,  stationary,  fuel, 
and  other  charges  which  reduce  the  salary  to  a  very  inadequate 
compensation. — Instead  of  being  a  business  as  I  expected  of 
one  day  in  the  week  at  the  office,  I  find  it  invariably  tO'  require 
two,  Tuesdays  for  renewals  and  Wednesdays  for  new  Loans, 
besides  attending  almost  every  other  day  of  the  week  on 
account  of  some  delinquency  or  occasional  call  which  by  their 
frequency  have  become  exceedingly  troublesome. — ^I  will  be  very 
thankful  to  you  to  submit  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Directors,  and  for  the  favr.  of  an  answer  when  convenient. 

(Copy  Unsigned) 
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Archibald  Henderson}  to  John  Steele 

Raleigh  December  4^*^.  1809. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  sending  to  you  enclosed  a  paper 
containing  the  President's  Message  which  I  hope  will  reach 
you  in  a  few  days.  It  appears  by  the  news  of  yesterdays  mail 
that  Austria  and  France  have  made  peace^  and  it  is  said  though 
not  authentically  that  the  terms  are  deeply  humiliating  to  the 
Emporer  of  Germany.^  that  a  peace  is  made  between  those 
powers  there  seems  no  room  to  doubt.  The  terms  do  not  yet 
appear  to  be  known  by  the  Publick. 

There  is  (a)  Bill  to  separate  the  Courts  of  Law  from  the 
Courts  of  Chancery  before  the  Assembly.^  I  fear  it  will  not 
pass,  though  some  gentlemen  entertain  hopes  of  its  success. 
I  fear  that  the  Law  suspending  Executors  will  be  continued, 
the  Assembly  appears  to  be  determined  to  pass  what  they  call 
relief  to  Debtors  in  some  way  or  other.^    I  believe  that  the  most 

^Henderson  was  borough  member  in  the  Commons  for  the  town 
of  Salisbury,  1807-1809,  1814  and  1819-1820. 

^The  Treaty  of  Vienna,  October  14,  1809,  was  the  last  which  Na- 
poleon I  signed  as  a  conqueror.  It  took  from  the  Austrian  Em- 
pire 50,000  square  miles  of  territory  and  more  than  4,000,000  in- 
habitants, isolated  and  subordinated  the  remainder,  and  was  soon 
followed  by  Napoleon's  marriage  with  the  Archduchess  Marie  Louise, 
daughter  of  the  Austrian  Emperor,  Francis  I. 

^There  was  no  Emperor  of  Germany  at  this  date.  The  writer 
meant  the  Hapsburg  Francis  I,  Emperor  of  Austria,  which  title 
he  had  assumed  in  1804.  August  6,  1806,  the  old  Holy  Roman  Em- 
pire of  the  Germanic  people  had  been  brought  to  an  inglorious 
close  as  a  result  of  Napoleon's  reorganization  of  the  Germans  after 
the  Peace  of  Presburg,  December  26,  1805. 

*The  separation  of  the  courts  of  law  and  the  courts  of  chancery 
was  not  effected  by  the  legislative  session  of  1809,  this  aid  to  a 
more  eflacient  court  system  not  being  secured  until  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  Supreme  Court  in  1818.  Laws  of  North  Carolina,  1818, 
Boyd,  W.  K.,  The  Federal  Period,  69-70. 

^Stay  of  judgment  against  debtors  was  provided  for  by  the  As- 
sembly on  December  23,  1809,  by  the  ratification  of  a  law  entitled 
"An  Act  providing  for  the  further  relief  of  debtors."  Executions  on 
judgments  secured  from  any  justice  of  the  peace  prior  to  December 
31,  1809,  were  stayed  to  April  1,  1810;  and  judgments  secured  from 
any  county  court  before  that  date  were  stayed  until  the  first  term 
of  the  same  court  held  after  the  first  of  April,  1810.  Also  the 
benefits  of  the  stay  law  of  1794  were  continued  in  full  force  and 
effect.    Laws  of  North  Carolina,  1809,  Chapter  I. 
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favored  plan  at  present  is  to  suffer  the  Debtor  to  pay  by  in- 
stallments. A  report  will  be  made  on  tbis  subject  on  To- 
morrow.— 

I  am  Sir  with  high  respect 

Your  most  obedient  Servant 

A  Henderson. 
General  John  Steele 
Salisbury. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Joseph  Pearson  to  John  Steele 

Washington  Decb'*.  16  ^HSOd 
Dear  Sir. 

This  communication  is  offered,  more  as  an  evidence  of  my 
respect  and  consideration  for  you,  than  a  detail  of  political 
projects  or  events.  Indeed  few  events  have  taken  place  since 
the  meeting  of  Congress — &  altho  our  pro  jets  are  numerous, 
they  are  still  immature  &  perfectly  without  system.  Either  a 
distrust  of  talents,  or  a  want  of  confidence  appears  to  exist 
among  the  leaders — or  perhaps  more  properly  of  the  leaders. 
When  the  mighty  tale  of  insult  was  fully  told — disappointment 
was  too  evidently  felt,  not  to  be  perceived,  however  disguised, 
and  every  day  (if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  tends  to  alloy  the 
flame  of  indignation  so  fancifully  excited.  The  resolutions  of 
M'*.  Giles^  are  not  yet  taken  up  in  our  house — they  are  volun- 
teers &  will  be  opposed — not  from  a  disposition  to  reprobate 
the  conduct  of  the  executive,  but  because  the  investigation  is 
forced  upon  us  &  we  are  compelled  to  pronounce  the  dictates 
of  our  understandings.  Those  resolutions  will  no  doubt  pass  & 
possibly  the  mover  may  contemplate  following  them  up  by  some 


^William  Branch  Giles,  of  Virginia,  Representative  from  his  State, 
1790-1798,  and  1801-1802;  Senator,  1804-1815;  Governor,  1826-1829; 
died,  1830.  The  resolutions  of  the  reference  above  were  reported  by 
a  Senate  Committee,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Giles,  approving 
the  conduct  of  President  Madison  in  his  virtual  dismissal  of  the 
British  Minister,  Jackson.  See  Giles's  speech  in  support  of  the  res- 
olutions: Annals  of  Congress,  Eleventh  Congress,  Senate  Proceed- 
ings, December  8,  1809. 
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of  those  measures  which  may  test  the  truth  of  the  pledge  which 
they  contain — I  have  however,  too  much  confidence  in  Congress 
to  believe  in  the  existence  of  any  venal  sentiments  of  this  kind 
— There  will  in  all  events,  be  no  war,  except  by  words,  till  we 
have  the  effect  produced  in  England — If  war  is  the  object  of 
our  Government  it  will  be  more  popular  to  have  the  declaration 
come  from  great  Britain. 

It  is  said  that  the  Committee  on  foreign  relations  have  agreed 
to  report  in  favor  of  an  abandonment  of  all  restrictions  on 
our  vessels — let  them  go  when  they  can — and  exclude  those  of 
Great  Britain  France,  &  their  dependencies  from  our  ports. 
Thus  after  running  the  destructive  round  of  Embargo — non- 
intercourse  &  non  importation — we  come  back  to  the  same  place 
from  which  we  started  with  an  exhausted  treasury  national 
danger,  &  individual  distress  staring  us  in  the  face — Better 
however  to  convert  an  evil  late  than  never.  This  arrangement 
(should  it  succeed)  will  give  some  relief  to  the  Planter  & 
Merchant^particularly  if  the  favorite  system  of  retaliation  is 
not  strictly  inforced  against  us  by  those  nations  whose  Vessels 
are  excluded.  At  all  events  it  is  a  change  for  the  better  &  has 
now  the  appearance  of  dignity  &  independence. 

It  is  stated  that  Bouneparte  has  passed  another  decree  de- 
claring all  those  places  in  a  state  of  Blocade,^  which  are  left 
open  by  the  British  orders — The  aggressions  of  France  are 
without  a  paralel — but  nothing  is  (decided?)  even  the  message 
barely  honors  the  great  Emperor  by  mentioning  his  nations 
name. 

The  unpleasant  personal  affair^  in  which  I  have  been  lately 
engaged  has  no  doubt  excited  the  solicitude  of  my  friends — 
Justice  to  myself  and  those  whom  I  represent   rendered  the 


^In  the  long-drawn-out  series  of  English  "Orders  in  Council,"  and 
Napoleon's  "Decrees,"  England  declared  April  26,  1809,  a  blockade 
of  all  ports  and  places  under  the  control  of  France.  Napoleon  at 
once  retaliated  with  a  fresh  decree  blockading  all  ports  of  Europe 
not  included  in  the  English  order,  thus  leaving  no  loophole  for 
neutral  commerce.  For  detailed  account  of  "French  Decrees"  and 
"Orders  in  Council"  see  McMaster,  III,  220,  et  seq. 

^A  duel  fought  by  Pearson  with  John  George  Jackson,  a  Represent- 
ative from  Virginia.  The  issue  was  political,  over  hot  words  dropped 
in  debate.  Jackson  was  wounded  on  the  second  fire.  He  recovered 
and  again  represented  his  State  in  Congress  from  1813  to  1817. 
He  married,  1807,  a  Miss  Payne,  sister  of  Dolly  Madison.  See 
Cyclopedia  of  American  Biog. 
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course  I  took  inevitable — it  has  resulted  favorably  &  I  have 
the  satisfaction  of  assuring  you  that  my  conduct  stands  ap- 
proved by  every  honorable  man  in  Congress — indeed  I  have  not 
heard  of  a  single  voice  to  the  contrary.  Mr  Jackson  is  in  a 
fair  way  of  recovery  &  that  he  may  is  my  ardent  wish.  May 
I  expect  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you.  My  respects  to 
M'*^  &  Miss  Steele  &  Eliza. 

with  our  respect  &  regard 

your  ob*  sv* 

J.  Pearson 
Gen^.  John  Steele 
Salisbury 
]^Carolina. 
lN"ew  Orleans 
Mail. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Jesse  A.  Pearson  to  John  Steele 

January  2°"^.  1810 
Dear  Sir 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  M'*.  Brimmer^  of  Boston,  who 
came  recommended  to  me  by  my  brother  Joseph,  to  whom  he 
was  introduced  by  M'*.  Quincy^ — M^.  Brimmer  wishes  to  con- 
sult you  on  the  subject  of  some  lands  in  Mecklenburg  Cty.  in 
which  he  had  become  interested,  and  respecting  which  some 
gentlemen  in  Boston  have  already  held  a  correspondence  with 
you. 

The  state  of  my  health  continues  to  be  such  as  to  confine  me 
to  the  house  &  most  of  my  time  in  bed — I  hope  however  to  gain 
strength  enough  in  a  week  or  ten  days  to  make  you  a  visit. — 

Please  to  give  my  love  to  M'"^.  Steele  &  the  girls — tell  M'^^. 


^George  Brimmer.    See  Lowell  to  Steele,  Nov.  11,  1809. 
^Josiah  Quincy,  in  Congress  from  Massachusetts. 
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S —  I  have  stood  mucli  in  need  of  a  little  nursing  this  four  or 
^Ye  weeks  past. — 

I  am  my  T>^  Sir  very  respectfully  & 

sincerely  yours 

J.  A.  Pearson 
General  John  Steele 

Salisbury 
M"".  Brimmer 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Matthew  Carey^  to  John  Steele 

Philad*^.  January  24.  1810. 
General  John  Steele, 
Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  14*^.  which  I  rec*^.  yesterday,  has  astonished 
me  inexpressibly,  &  affords  an  additional  proof  of  the  extreme 
incorrectness  of  M'".  Weaver's  Conduct,^  which  has  produced  the 
most  serious  inconvenience  &  injury  to  me.  He  gave  me  clearly 
&  explicitly  to  understand  that  you  were  fully  &  zealously  dis- 
posed, &;  even  eager  to  cooperate  with  him  &  myself  in  the  sale 
of  Books — else.  Sir,  be  assured  I  should  never  have  troubled 
you  with  a  Book,  or  with  my  correspondence.  I  had  no  idea 
that  your  agency  in  the  business  was  to  be  merely  "to  request 
one  of  the  Storekeepers  to  receive  them'';  I  assuredly  believed 
you  were  to  dispose  of  them  yourself,  &  conceived  you  were  a 
Storekeeper,  or  merchant — not  a  planter.     Should  the  Books 

^Mathew  Corey  was  born  in  Ireland,  January  28,  1760,  became 
a  printer  and  publisher,  was  a  friend  of  Franklin  and  of  LaFayette. 
His  first  paper  was  the  Freeman's  Journal  published  in  his  native 
land  in  1783;  this  was  suppressed  by  the  English  government  and 
its  author  committed  to  Newgate  prison  for  libel.  In  1784  he  came 
to  America,  settling  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  published  the  first 
issue  of  the  Pennsylvania  Herald  in  1795,  and  in  rapid  succession 
the  Columdian  Magazine  and  the  American  Museum.  In  1814 
he  began  the  Olive  Branch.  All  these  were  short-lived.  He  was 
the  author  of  several  books,  among  them  Vindication  of  Ireland 
and  Philosophy  of  Common  Sense.  He  died  at  Philadelphia  in 
1840. 

^Probably  Reverend  R.  Weaver,  of  Rowan  county. 
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arrive,  I  request  Sir,  jou  will  have  them  stored  somewliere  till 
I  take  the  necessary  steps  to  dispose  of  them.  By  no  means 
deliver  them  to  any  Storekeeper  for  sale. 

Yours  very  respectfully 

Mathew  Caeey. 
Gen\  John  Steele 
Salisbury 

K  C. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Joseph  Pearson  to  John  Steele 

Washington  Janry.  26*^.  1810. 
Dear  Sir. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  your  favor  of  the  15*^^. 
Ins*. — I  am  pleased  to  learn  that  your  opinions  accord  with  my 
own  in  relation  to  the  prominent  proceedings  of  the  Executives 
&  of  Congress — particularly  as  regards  the  British  Minister  & 
Giles  resolutions.^  The  war  clamour  has  somewhat  subsided, 
&  I  hope  the  fever  abated.  The  leading  Hectors,  I  imagine, 
begin  to  discover  that  the  people  cannot  be  trumpeted  to  war 
without  knowing  something  of  the  cause,  &  therefore  they  are 
rather  becoming  more  circumspect — &  if  they  really  intend  to 
engage  in  a  conflict  with  England,  it  will  be  effected  indirectly, 
so  as  to  leave  them  some  chance  of  escaping  popular  indigna- 
tion— if  the  war  should  be  unpopular — These  measures  unques- 
tionably are  calculated  to  provoke  Great  Britain  &  it  must  be 
prudence  more  than  pride — if  it  lets  us  alone. 

Strange  inconsistancy  in  one  short  month — Giles  whose  voice 
was  loud  for  war — now,  I  am  told,,  says  he  has  been  misappre- 
hended— it  was  all  a  mistake — The  fact  is  Sir,  there  is  no  telling 
today  what  will  be  the  views  tomorrow — The  military  &  naval 


^See  note  1.  Pearson  to  Steele,  December  16,  1809,  Giles's  resolu- 
tions passed  the  Senate  on  December  11,  1809,  but  the  New  England 
Federalists,  Quincy,  Dana,  Pitkin,  and  others,  opposed  it  to  such 
effect  in  the  House  that  its  passage  was  delayed  until  January  4, 
1810.  Cf.  Schouler,  II,  292-293. 
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preparations,  as  recommended  bj  the  President  will  be  directed. 
It  is  now  pretty  well  assert ained  that  Macon's  BilF  (as  it  is 
called)  will  pass  in  an  hour  by  a  small  majority — it  is  to  have 
the  last  reading  tomorrow — its  fate  in  the  Senate  is  deemed 
doubtful — The  pervisions  of  this  Bill,  you  already  understand — 
To  my  mind  it  is  a  Strang  medley  of  good  &  bad  &  nothing 
but  my  great  anxiety  to  get  the  country  clear  of  the  present 
non-inter-course  &  if  possible  give  the  people  some  chance  of 
disposing  of  their  produce  &  paying  their  debts,  would  induce 
me  to  vote  for  it — ^I  cannot  say  that  those  benefits  will  result — 
but  it  is  possible  they  may,  by  the  forbearance  of  England  to 
retaliate  or  inclose  the  duties  on  our  produce — It  will  however 
give  her  an  additional  pretex  for  prohibiting  our  trade  to  Prance 
&  her  dependencies.  Foreign  tonage  is  so  trifling  in  comparison 
to  that  of  the  United  States  that  I  think  the  price  of  freight 
will  be  very  little  increased  by  the  exclusion  of  British  &  french 
Vessels — tho  I  think  this  a  very  exceptional  part  of  the  Bill — 
operating  mostly  on  ourselves,  &  may  tend  to  produce  irritation 
&  retaliation — which  when  added  to  the  prohibition  of  almost 
all  indirect  trade — may  bring  upon  us  all  the  calamities  of 
Embargo  &  nonintercourse  both — Indeed  Sir,  under  all  views 
of  this  subject  I  feel  somewhat  doubtful  as  to  the  vote  which 
I  ought  to  give  but  at  present  think  I  shall  adopt  the  measure — 
as  a  choice  of  evils — Most  of  my  political  friends  are  opposed 
to  the  Bill — I  have  not  been  able  to  attend  regularly  to  the 
discussions  from  personel  indisposition  with  which  I  have  been 
afflicted  ever  since  the  famous  night  on  which  the  infamous 
resolutions  of  Giles'  were  passed — I  am  now  again  tolerably 
well — The  final  opinion  is  that  if  this  Bill  passes  it  will  give 
a  little  start  to.  the  price  of  produce — tho  many  think  it  will 
be  only  momentary — 


^This  was  "Macon's  Bill,  No.  1,"  reported  by  select  committee, 
Macon  chairman,  December  19,  1809.  It  proposed  excluding  all 
English  and  French  war  and  merchant  vessels  from  our  harbors; 
limiting  all  importations  of  English  and  French  goods  to  vessels 
owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States;  it  authorized  the  president 
to  remove  these  restrictions  as  to  England  or  France,  should  either 
nation  remove  hers;  it  repealed  the  old  nonintercourse  act.  This 
bill  passed  the  House  by  73  to  52,  January  29,  1810,  but  was  killed 
in  the  Senate,  March  1.  Annals  of  Congress,  December  19,  1809- 
April  1,  1810. 
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Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  communicate  such  information  as  I 
liave  been  able  to  give  to  such  of  our  acquaintance  as  may  be 
convenient. 

I  shall  at  all  times  be  glad  to  hear  from  you. 

with  respect 
Sir 

your  ob* — 

J.  Pearson 
Gen\  John  Steele 
Salisbury 
N  Carolina. 

A.L..S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Joseph  Pearson  to  John  Steele 

Washington  March  31^*.  1810. 
Dear  Sir. 

This  moment  the  house  of  Representatives  have  determined 
to  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment,  by  the  sen- 
ate, to  Macon's  Bill — Ayes  66.  noes  58 — consequently  the  Bill 
is  lost. 

The  report  of  the  arrival  of  the  John  Adams^  turned  out 
to  be  an  electioneering  trick — it  obtained  the  votes  of  some  gen- 
tlemen a  few  days  ago,  for  a  postponment  of  the  question  till 
this  day — in  the  meantime  a  caucus  was  held  &  the  recent  final 
vote,  is  presumed  to  be  the  result.  How  shamfuUy  have  we 
trifled  with  the  hopes  &  interest  of  the  nation. 
I  have  not  time  to  add 
Sir 

your  ob*sv* 

J.  Pearson. 


VoTin  Adams,  American  war  vessel,  544  tons;  28  guns;  built  1799; 
broken  up  1829.     General  Naval  Register. 
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Saturday 

4  oclock — 
M"^.  Randolph  immediately  offered  a  resolution  to  repeal  the 
nonintercourse  whicli  the  house  agreed  to  consider.'^     The  house 
adjourned  without  deciding  on  the  resolution — What  will  be  its 
fate  I  cannot  predict — 

Communicate  the  unpleasant  contests,  I  have  not  time  to 
write  another  letter  by  this  mail 

Jo  Peaeson 
Gen^.  John  Steele 
Salisbury 
'N  Carolina 
Kew  Orleans 
Mail — • 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Joseph  Pearson  to  John  Steele 

Washington  Ap^  2^.  1810 
Z)**.  Sir. 

This  morning  certain  intelligence  has  been  received  of  the 
arrival  of  the  John  Adams,  in  the  Delaware — The  dispatches 
have  not  yet  been  received — As  soon  as  they  are  made  known 
my  friends  shall  be  informed — 

Wothing  since  my  last 
Sir 

your  ob*  s* 

J.  Peaeson. 
Gen\  John  Steele 
Salisbury 
W  Carolina 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


*John  Randolph's  resolutions  were  laid  over  and  soon  gave  place 
to  Macon's  Bill  No.  2.  Annals  of  Congress,  Eleventh  Congress, 
March,  1810. 
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John  Steele  to  Wade  Hampton 

June  10—1810 
Dear   Sir, 

After  the  many  reports  wliicli  we  liave  had.  of  your  deatli  in 
tlie  news  papers  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  congratu- 
lating you  on  your  safe  return/  and  of  expressing  a  hope  that 
you  will  live  many  years  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of  your  princely 
estate,  and  the  increasing  honors  of  your  country. — As  far  as 
I  have  heard  your  appointment  in  the  command  of  the  army 
and  y''.  conduct  since  have  given  general  satisfaction. — Dispas- 
sionate men  of  all  parties  perceived  the  necessity  of  a  change; 
indeed  they  felt  by  your  own  appointment  the  deepest  anxiety 
on  the  subject,  and  whatever  regret  still  remains  in  their  minds 
is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  tardiness  or  seeming  reluctance  of  the 
executive  to  make  the  change  as  decisive  and  compleat  as  pub- 
lic opinion  required. — In  the  present  state  of  the  world  our 
safety  sh*^.  not  be  hazarded  a  moment  to  preserve  notions  of 
military  etiquette.^  Every  consideration  sh*^.  be  made  to  yield 
to  the  dictate  of  self  preservation  which  now  more  than  at 
any  other  period  since  1783  imperiously  requires,  that  the 
Chief  Command  in  the  direction  of  our  public  force  sh^.  be 
entrusted  both  in  form  and  in  effect  to  a  man  whose  habits  and 
attachments  raise  him  as  much  above  suspicion  as  he  is  ele- 
vated by  the  independence  of  his  fortune  above  temptation. — 
This  was  among  the  happy  considerations  which  united  the 


^Wade  Hampton,  of  South  Carolina,  was  commissioned  a  brigadier- 
general  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  February  15,  1809.  In 
March  he  was  ordered  with  an  additional  force  to  New  Orleans  to 
join  the  forces  already  on  the  lower  Mississippi  under  Brigadier- 
General  James  Wilkerson  for  the  defense  of  the  river  in  case  of 
war.  General  Wilkerson's  main  force  was  at  Terre  au  Boeuf,  on 
the  Mississippi,  fifteen  miles  below  New  Orleans.  Here  disease  had 
broken  out  among  the  troops;  Hampton  replaced  Wilkerson  and 
moved  the  troops  up  the  river  behind  Natchez  for  the  winter, 
1809-1810.  Wilkerson,  in  the  meantime,  had  been  charged  with 
neglect,  and  a  congressional  inquiry  resulted.  American  State  Pa- 
pers, Military  Affairs,  I,  249-295. 

^Wilkerson,  despite  his  questionable  capacity  and  honor,  was  the 
ranking  officer  in  the  army,  being  the  sole  brigadier-general  from 
1792  to  1809,  at  which  latter  date  Wade  Hampton  and  Peter  Ganse- 
voort  were  appointed  brigadiers. 
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hearts  of  all  classes  and  attached  them  to  Gen^  Washington 
during  the  revolutionary  war. — 'No  man  could  see  in  his  public 
affairs  anything  that  could  give  even  envy  or  jealousy  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  to  rest  on. — 

Every  sentiment — every  interest  of  his  heart  were  american, 
and  to  the  confidence  which  this  universal  conviction  produced 
more  perhaps  than  to  any  other  cause  may  be  ascribed  the  in- 
fluence of  his  opinions  and  the  success  of  his  measures. — 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Dragon  Filly 
(Luna)  you  see  I  am  partial  even  to  y^.  names  is  grown  to  be 
as  large  a  mare  as  her  dam,  Desdmona  and  about  as  handsome. 
As  I  intend  her  for  a  breeder  I  will  thank  you  to  make  a  note 
in  y^.  stud  book  that  she  was  sold  to  me. — Have  you  anything 
very  promising  now  growing  up  from  Desdmona? — I  wish  her 
descendants  to  be  distinguished  for  the  purpose  of  giving  eclat 
and  value  to  my  part  of  the  stock,  for  understanding  nothing 
about  racing  myself,  if  my  nags  are  ever  in  demand  on  the 
Turf,  it  must  be  owing  to  borrowed  light  reflected  on  them 
by  the  celebrity  of  yours. 

But  perhaps  you  will  have  leisure  this  summer  and  if  you  do, 
may  I  be  permitted  to  remind  you  of  your  promise  and  to  re- 
quest that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  favour  me  with  the 
outlines  of  yr.  plan  of  training. — There  is  no  man  in  the  U. 
States  who  has  been  so  uniformly  successful  and  who  under- 
stands the  process  of  putting  a  horse  into  condition  so  well  as 
yourself. — If  you  have  retained  a  rough  draft  of  your  direc- 
tions to  Col.  Hoomes,^  and  will  favour  me  with  it,  or  something 
in  that  way  you  will  exceedingly  oblige  My  dear  Sir, 

Yours  &^. 

(Copy  Unsigned) 

General  Wade  Hampton 
l^ear  Columbia 
South  Carolina 

June  10—1810 


^Colonel  John  Hoomes,  of  Bowling  Green,  Virginia. 
Vol.  2—11 
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Major  Pearson^  lias  in  Town  within  a  mile  of  me  a  very  fine 
looking  old  horse  the  property  of  M"".  Tayloe^  imported  by  Col. 
Talmadge,  a  son  of  Lord  Derby's  Sir  Peter  Teazle,^  out  of  Lucy 
by  Conductor  studbook  page  178.  produce  of  1791. — ^If  you  have 
any  mares  which  you  w**.  like  to  put  to  this  horse,  send  them 
to  me,  their  feeding  and  pasteurage  shall  be  of  the  best  kind, 
and  shall  not  cost  you  anything.  We  are  about  forming  a  plan 
to  have  a  succession  annually  of  the  best  imported  horses  at  this 
place,  to  begin  next  year  with  Knowsley^ — On  what  terms  will 
you  let  me  have  Desdemona,^  Gallatin,^  sister,  or  one  of  y''. 
Drone  mares  to  breed  on  shares? — Climate  and  other  circum- 
stances invite  us  to  make  this  region  the  Arabia  of  America. — 

N.  C,  Historical  Society. 


William  Thornton  to  John  Steele 

City  of  Washington  22d  June  1810. 
My  worthy  Friend 

I  received  your  very  kind  Letter,  and  am  exceedingly  obliged 
by  your  friendly  attention  to  the  payment  of  the  Taxes  on  my 
Land.'''^  I  have  written  to  the  Sheriff  of  Montgomery  County  on 
the  Subject,  and  request  the  favour  of  your  forwardg.  my  Letter 


^Jesse  A.  Pearson. 

^John  Tayloe,  of  Virginia,  noted  turfman  and  breeder. 

^A  brown  horse  bred  by  Lord  Stamford;  foaled  in  1791;  got  by 
Sir  Peter  Teazle,  his  dam,  Lucy,  by  Conductor.  Edgar,  American 
Race-Turf  Register,  I,   57. 

^A  bay  horse  bred  by  Mr.  Walker,  foaled  in  1795,  and  afterward 
sold  to  the  Earl  of  Derby;  imported  by  William  Lightfoot,  Esq.,  into 
Virginia  in  1802.  Got  by  Sir  Peter  Teazle,  his  dam,  Capella,  by 
King  Herod.    Edgar,    American  Race-Turf  Register,  I,  42. 

^Edgar  I,  177.  Desdemona  was  bred  by  Colonel  William  Alston, 
of  Waccamaw,  S.  C,  in  1792. 

^Edgar  I,  231.  Gallatin  was  a  chestnut  horse,  foaled  in  1798; 
bred  by  Hoy  Battoile,  Esq.,  of  Caroline  County,  Virginia,  who  sold 
him  to  Colonel  John  Tayloe,  who  sold  him  to  Colonel  William  Alston, 
of  South  Carolina,  for  $4,000.  Thence  he  passed  into  the  pos- 
session of  Wade  Hampton. 

■'William  Thornton,  head  of  the  United  States  Patent  Office,  to- 
gether with  certain  others  of  a  company  had  undertaken  to  exploit 
certain  gold  prospects  in  Montgomery,  and  now  seemed  inclined  to 
wool-growing  in  the  sand-hills.     See  other  letters  from  Thornton. 


The  Steele  Papees  627 

to  him,  lest  Mr.  Carson,  who  seems  desirous  of  taking  an 
advantage  of  me  should  make  this  payment  a  Basis  of  future 
Claims.  I  will  pay  the  nine  Dolls,  you  were  so  good  as  to  ad- 
vance on  my  acct.  to  Mr.  l^ourse^  whenever  you  desire  it,  and 
I  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  kindness  in  this  as  well 
as  every  thing  else  wherein  you  have  shewn  such  friendly  at- 
tentions. 

I  suppose  you  will  have  seen  how  sheep  mad  all  the  Country 
is  become.  I  have  been  infected  with  the  mania,  and  have  pur- 
chased some  merino  rams  in  conjunction  with  Judge  Crouch. 
We  are  going  to  keep  a  Flock  of  3  or  400  sheep  in  the  City. 
You  will  laugh  at  the  Idea  of  pasturing  so  many  in  the  Met- 
ropolis of  this  vast  Empire:  but  so  it  is.  I  think  the  Gold 
mine  Lands  the  finest  for  merino  Sheep  I  ever  saw,  &  should 
be  glad  to  place  a  thousand  or  two  there  as  soon  as  I  could  get 
persons  who  would  take  good  care  of  them,  and  would  attend 
honestly  to  so  valuable  a  Stock.  The  Sheep  in  those  Lands  I 
thought  very  fine  when  I  was  there,  and  I  really  think  there 
never  was  a  Country  more  compleatly  fitted  for  it  than  that. 
The  people  who  attend  the  Flocks  might  be  hunting  for  gold 
while  attending,  and  this  would  furnish  Gold  &  Fleece,  though 
not  the  golden  fleece.  What  think  you  of  it  ?  pray  give  me  your 
good  advice.  Is  not  white  clover  natural  to  the  soil  when  ploughed 
up  &  harrow'd.  If  so  nothing  else  wouod  be  wanting  but  Fodder 
in  the  winter,  &  the  winter  is  so  short  there  that  I  think  it 
would  be  easy  to  provide  for  them  during  that  period.  Salt 
can  be  brought  up  the  river  in  sufficient  quantity,  &  plaster  of 
paris  if  necessary  to  give  a  good  coat  of  white  Clover  on  the 
Soil.  Merino  wool  sells  at  2  Doll(ars)  a  pound,  and  the  demand 
cannot  lessen  in  consequence  of  such  a  destruction  of  the  Sheep 
in  Spain.  It  must  rather  increase,  &  no  Country  is  more 
adapted  than  the  middle  States  to  raise  it  perfectly.  Horses 
are  diminishing  in  value,  and  are  too  expensive  for  hobbies. 
Pray  write  particularly  on  the  subject  of  merinos,  &  all  the  ad' 
vantages  &  disadvantages  of  their  being  raised  on  the  Lands  I 


Joseph  Nourse,  Register  of  the  United  States  Treasury. 
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purchased.    They  are  dry  &  I  think  better  adapted  to  sheep  than 
any  I  ever  saw. 

I  am  dear  Sir  with  the  best  wishes  of  my  Family 
to  you  &  the  Ladies  of  yours,  also  to 
Messrs.  Pierson^ 

very  sincerely  yrs 

William  Thornton 
General  Steele) 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Steele  to  William  Thornton 

Salisbury  July  22d  1810. 

Dr.  Sir. 

Since  the  recpt.  of  yr.  favr.  of  the  22d  Ulto.  I  had  an  un- 
expected oppty.  of  sending  yr.  letter  to  the  Sheriff  of  Mont- 
gomery by  Mr.  Charles  Coppedge  who  promised  to  deliver  it 
himself,  or  send  it  by  an  undoubted  hand.  If  it  shd.  hereafter 
be  of  any  consequence  to  prove  the  delivery  of  that  letter  to 
the  Sheriff  you  can  bear  in  mind  Mr.  Coppedge's  name.  Our 
laws  are  so  strict  with  respect  to  the  revenue,  and  render  it  so 
easy  for  designing  persons  to  injure  Non  resident  proprietors, 
that  I  am  induced  to  think  you  will  find  it  for  your  interest 
and  certainly  for  your  tranquility  to  appoint  a  suitable 
person  in  the  County  of  Montgomery  to  be  yr.  permanent  agent 
for  the  purpose  of  returning  your  lands  annually  for  taxation, 
and  of  paying  the  taxes  when  due.  All  lands  not  listed 
annually  are  liable  to  a  double  tax,  and  the  proprietor  to  other 
heavy  penalties,  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  Sheriff,  the  other 
half  to  the  State.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  in  that 
county  to  recommend  a  suitable  person,  Mr.  Pearson^  to  Mr. 
McBride^  perhaps  may  be,  and  I  think  you  would  do  well 
to  lose  no  time  in  making  such  an  appointment. 


^It  is  likely  that  Joseph  and  Jesse  A.  Pearson  were  meant  here, 
the  latter  a  son-in-law  of  Steele. 
^Joseph  Pearson,  Federalist  Representative  in  Congress,  1809-1815. 
^Archibald  McBryde,  of  Moore  County,  Federalist,  M.  C,  1809-1813. 
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You  have  applied  to  a  very  unfit  person  to  advise  you  con- 
cerning sheep.  Clear  of  the  fashionable  mania  myself  I  am 
sure  my  opinion  could  not  have  the  influence  which  you  ascribe 
to  it.  perhaps  it  might  not  be  rec'd  in  the  atmosphere  of  the 
court  even  with  toleration.  (The  insane  of  every  description 
you  know  regard  as  deranged  or  incurably  stupid  all  who  do 
not  acquiesce  in  their  vagaries.)  It  is  the  nature  of  insanity 
of  every  description  you  know,  to  regard  others  as  deranged  or 
stupid  who  do  not  assent  to  their  vagaries.  You  have  applied 
to  a  very  unfit  person  to  advise  you  concerning  sheep.  My  head 
being  clear  of  the  fashionable  mania  I  despair  of  giving  an 
opinion  which  would  have  influence  within  the  atmosphere  of 
the  Court,  perhaps  it  might  not  be  rec'd  even  with  toleration 
so  natural  is  it  for  the  insane  of  every  description  to  regard 
others  as  deranged  who  do  not  assent  to  their  vagaries. 

If  I  dare  to  venture  a  word  or  two  (the  dictate  of  my  ex- 
perience) it  wd.  be  tO'  caution  you  against  such  frivolous 
speculations.  Of  all  agricultural  stock  I  have  found  sheep  to 
be  the  most  precarious  and  unprofitable.  Keep  them  fat  they 
become  disordered  and  die.  Keep  them  lean,  it  is  worse. 
House  them  in  the  winter,  they  languish,  leave  them  unsheltered 
the  dogs  destroy  them.  Confine  them  in  fields  of  rich  pasture 
during  the  same  they  become  disordered, — turn  them  without 
your  fences  they  stray  away,  and  in  their  best  condition  with 
good  management  at  the  prices  stated  by  the  Sectry  of  the 
Treasy.  in  his  report  on  Manufactures  the  profit  is  very  insig- 
nificant when  compared  with  other  objects   of  our  attention. 

(Copy  Unsigned) 
A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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John  Chamhers.  to  John  Steele 

[Aug.  29,  1810] 
J.  Steele  Esqr. 

I  was  told  tliat  you  had  some  seasoned  Inch,  plank  suitable 
for  hogshead  heading,  if  you  have,  will  you  be  so  good  as  to 
let  me  have  100  feet.    And  you  will  much  oblige  your 

Friend 

Jno.  Chambers. 
Spring  Hill 

Augt.  29th  1810. 
Addressed: 

John  Steele  Esqr. 
Squire. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


William  Thornton^  to  John  Steele 

City  of  Washington  4^^.  Aug^*.  1810 
My  dear  Sir 

I  received  your  very  friendly  letter,  for  which  I  am  much 
oblige  to  you,  and  return  my  best  thanks  for  your  very  obliging 
attention  to  my  former  request. — 

I  laughed  very  heartily  at  the  conclusion  of  your  Letter,  and 
at  the  observations  made  respecting  the  Sheep  or  Merino  mania. 
You  would  I  am  sure  have  been  a  little  less  severe  if  you  had 
known  that  I  am  deeply  affected  with  the  Disorder.  Judge 
Cranch^  &  I  purchased  three  fine  Spanish  Rams  of  the  very 


^See  Thornton  to  Steele,  2  February,  1804,  note  1. 

^Judge  William  Cranch,  b.  Weymouth,  Mass.  1769;  admitted  to 
the  bar,  1790;  moved  to  Washington,  1794.  He  was  nephew  of 
Abigail  Adams,  and  was  appointed  by  President  Adams  in  1801  as 
junior  assistant  judge  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.  In  1806  President  Jefferson  elevated  him  to  the  chief- 
justiceship  of  this  court,  where  he  served  until  his  death  in  1855. 
He  published  nine  volumes  of  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  Reports,  and 
other  legal  works.     Cyc.  Amer.  Biog.,  Ill,  231. 
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best  Breed,  &  we  are  converting  the  City  into  a  Sheep  walk  on 
a  great  scale.  Now  I  am  particularly  inclined  to  think  you 
will  be  among  the  very  first  we  shall  address  on  the  subject, 
because  you  seem  so  mad  the  other  way — I  am  confident  you 
will  take  the  Disorder  'ere  long,  and  make  a  rapid  progress  in 
the  mania.  However,  we  both  admired  the  pithy  stile  of  your 
Letter,  and  the  remarks  we  admit  are  not  only  very  forcible 
but  very  just,  if  no  care  be  added  to  any  of  the  positions  in 
which  you  place  these  innocent  sufferers  of  all  the  evils  of 
Pandora's  Box. — The  Judge  &  I  are  preparing  &  shall  soon 
expect  you  to  prepare  for  supplying  the  rage  in  others :  it 
matters  not  what  the  fashion  is  if  we  can  supply  the  fashionable 
with  what  they  desire. — But  really  independent  of  the  fashion 
the  merino  wool  sells  at  2,75/100$  per  lb.  and  as  long  as  that 
price  keeps  up,  which  must  long  continue,  since  all  the  sheep 
are  eaten  almost  by  the  cursed  French,  I  am  determined  to  raise 
wool  of  the  true  merino  blood  if  I  can.  In  five  or  six  cropes 
we  get  the  true  blood — Horses  go  deeper,  &  take  a  life-time  to 
raise  them — Sheep  increase  &  double  every  year.  They  are 
easily  supported  especially  in  the  South,  and  I  am  determined 
to  try  them  on  the  Gold  Mine  lands — ^which  I  think  finely 
adapted  to  sheep — The  cotton  planter  I  see  smiles;  but  I  am 
serious. — It  was  with  this  view  that  I  enquired  ab*.  sheep  in 
y''.  part  of  the  country,  for  I  think  it  the  best  country  in 
America  for  Sheep. — ITow  my  good  Friend  tell  me  y"*.  thoughts 
on  the  other  side  of  the  question.  I  think  I  never  saw  finer 
Sheep  than  what  I  found  among  the  small  Farms  in  Mont- 
gom^y.  among  the  Gold  Mine  Lands  or  Barrens  as  some  call 
them. — Does  not  white  Clover  grow  well  there,  &  would  not 
Plaster  of  Paris  if  brought  up  the  Peedee  answer  on  these 
Lands  for  clover  &c  ?    If  the  wool  fine  or  hairy  ? 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  writing  to  M"*.  Pearson  through 
you  as  I  do  not  know  his  address.  If  I  can  obtain  from  you 
or   him  the   name  of   any  one  whom   it   would   be  proper  to 
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appoint  an  agent  or  if  you  could  learn  tlirougli  him,  &  inform 
me  you  would  add  to  tlie  many  obligations  already  conferred. — 
(No  news)  I  am  dear  Sir  with  the  best  regards 

of  my  Family  to  you  &  yours,  very  sincerely  &.& 

W.  Thornton — 
Gen^  Steele — 
At  his  Seat  near 
Salisbury 
IST.  Carolina 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Benjamin  Smith?-  to  John  Steele 

Belvedere  17*^.  Sept^  1810 
Sir 

The  ISTegroes  advertised,  for  want  of  offers  here,  were  sent  to 
Charleston  for  sale  &  the  Editor  of  the  Wilmington  paper 
directed  to  discontinue  the  notice  some  time  past. 

Being  daily  more  &  more  disgusted  with  Tide  Swamp  & 
Slave  property  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  Terms  or  proposals 
for  from  50  to  80  ISTegroes*  &  some  of  the  best  Tide  Swamp^ 
in  the  most  advantageous  situations  of  the  Carolinas. 

With  much  Consideration 

Your  very  ob* 

Benj.  Smith 
*well  used  to  work — orderly  &  country  born — 

[Endorsed :] 

John  Steele  Esqre  (of  N*^. Carolina) 
Petersburg 
Virginia 
Mail. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


^Benjamin  Smith,  soldier  and  philanthropist.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  board  of  trustees  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  and, 
in  1790,  gave  to  the  embryo  institution  20,000  acres  of  Tennessee 
land.  He  was,  for  sixteen  years,  a  member  of  the  State  Senate  and 
Governor  in  1810-1811.  He  died  at  Smithville,  Columbus  County, 
1829. 

^Benjamin  Smith  was  a  large  landholder  on  the  lower  Cape  Fear 
in  Brunswick  and  Columbus  counties. 
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Jesse  A.  Pearson^  to  John  Steele 

[1810] 
D'.  Sir 

After  parting  with  you  on  the  afternoon  of  yesterday — I 
heard  that  it  was  the  design  of  some  of  your  friends  to  vote 
for  you  on  the  thursday  of  the  election  without  acquainting 
you  with  their  intention — or  suffering  it  to  be  known  till  the 
moment — Should  you  disapprove  of  this,  I  wish  you  to  let  me 
know  &  I  will  take  such  measures  as  may  possibly  stop  the 
procedure 

Yours  in  respect  &  esteem 

Jesse  A.  Pearson 
Sunday  morning. 
[Endorsed :] 
]^ote  from  Maj.  Pearson 

to 
John  Steele  &  his  answ. 
Concerning  the  election  of  members  of  a  presby. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


William  Thornton  to  Mr.  Andrews 

City  of  Washington  3d.  Octr.  1810. 
Sir 

I  received  a  Letter  from  the  Honble.  Mr.  Pearson^  of  Con- 
gress, who  concurs  in  opinion  with  my  much  respected  Friend 
General  Steele  in  recommending  you  as  one  of  the  best  Persons 
I  could  engage  to  survey  the  Lands  I  purchased  of  Mr.  John  K. 
Carson  of  Concord  'No.  Carola.  I  have  inclosed  three  Maps 
and  a  Paper  of  directions  to  facilitate  the  Business,  which  I 
wish  to  have  executed  on  the  most  reasonable  Terms  I  can 
obtain,  and  I  am  so  favourably  impressed  with  your  Character, 
that  I  shall  be  satisfied  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  fulfil 
my  wishes.    The  sooner  it  is  done  the  better,  and  I  shall  trans- 


^Joseph  Pearson,  of  Rowan,  Representative  in  Congress  1809-1815. 
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mit  tlie  money  wlien  I  know  what  it  will  cost.  I  am  obliged  to 
write  through  the  medium  of  my  Friend  Genl.  Steele,  as  Mr. 
Pearson  forgot  to  favour  me  with  yr.  address. 

I  am, 

Sir  with  good  wishes  Yr.  &c. 

William  Thoenton 
Mr.  Andrews. 
Addressed : 
Mr.  Andrews 

Care  of  General  Steele. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


William  Thornton  to  (John)  Steele 

City  of  Washington  3rd.Octr.1810. 
Dear  Sir 

I  received  a  few  Lines  from  our  worthy  Friend  Mr.  Pearson, 
who  agrees  with  you  in  recommending  Mr.  Andrews  as  a  Sur- 
veyor, to  survey  the  Lands  I  purchased  from  Mr.  Carson,  &  I 
am  desirous  of  having  them  surveyed  at  the  smallest  possible 
Expense,  therefore  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  a  few  Lines 
to  you,  and  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  enquire  of  Mr. 
Andrews  the  Terms  of  surveying,  for  Mr.  Pearson  did  not 
favour  me  with  Mr.  Andrew's  address. — I  meant  to  have  sent 
this  with  the  general  Maps  of  the  Land  &c  by  Mr.  Orme,  who 
has  the  honor  of  your  Acquaintance,  but  he  went  off  without 
informing  me  of  his  departure,  which  I  very  much  lament. 
I  am  desirous  of  knowing  if  the  Terms  he  asks  be  as  low  as 
those  of  Mr.  Andrews;  or  if  he  will  execute  the  work  as  rea- 
sonably, or  even  nearly  as  much  so  as  Mr.  Andrews :  because 
if  so  I  should  prefer  his  doing  the  work,  not  only  as  I  could 
pay  him  more  conveniently  here,  but  also  his  Evidence  would 
be  very  material  to  me  in  a  Court  of  Chancery,  where  my 
Lawyer  says  he  is  determined  to  carry  it,  if  the  Terms  now 
insisted  on  are  pursued  by  Mr.  Carson's  Atty: — Mr.  Orme  is 
much  respected  as  a  Surveyor,  &  informed  me  he  was  going  to 
Salisbury,  which  gave  the  Idea  of  engaging  him  in  this  work, 
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so  that  I  should  be  at  no  Expense  in  his  travelling  to  &  from 
Salisbury. — and  more  dependence  would  be  placed  here  on  his 
Survey  than  on  that  of  a  Person  unknown  here,  or  even  less 
known ;  &  the  Affair  is  too  important  for  me  to  omit  an  Oppor- 
tunity like  the  present  one.  I  will  therefore  write  a  note  to 
each,  which  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  deliver  to  the  one  in  whose 
favour  you  decide  for  me,  but  I  think  if  Mr.  Orme  will  take 
any  thing  reasonable  I  should  prefer  him  for  the  reasons  given. 
I  think  the  Surveyor's  Fees  are  abt.  2  or  perhaps  2-1/2  Dolls, 
a  Day  he  findg.  himself,  &  the  Chain-carriers  abt :  half  a  Dollr : 
a  Day  they  findg.  themselves,  for  I  hired  many  labourers  at 
that  price  &  was  asked  no  more. 

I  would  not  trouble  you  with  this  Business  but  I  am  going 
off  to  Philada.  tomorrow  morng.  and  having  missed  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  Mr.  Orme  I  cannot  make  any  Engagement 
myself. 

My  wife  and  her  Mother  join  me  in  every  good  wish  for  the 
happiness  of  you  &  your  Lady  &  Daughters. 

I  am  dear  Sir 

very  sincerely  yours  &c. 

William  Thoenton. 

General  Steele. 

l^.B.  If  Mr.  Orme  or  Mr.  Andrews  asks  more  I  must  give  it 
rather  than  not  have  the  Survey. 

Addressed  : 
General  Steele 
at  his  Seat  near 

Salisbury  l^o.  Carol^. 
Endorsed : 

Answd.  ISTovemr.  25th  1810. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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WilUam  Thornton  to  (  )  Orme 

City  of  Washington  3d  Octr.  1810. 
Sir 

I  was  exceedingly  disappointed  by  not  liavg.  tlie  pleasure  of 
seeing  you  previous  to  your  leaving  the  City,  as  you  promised  to 
favour  me  by  a  call  before  your  departure,  &  I  sent  three 
times  tO'  enquire  when  you  meant  to  set  off.  I  was  anxious  to 
engage  you  to  perform  tbe  work  I  bad  mentioned  to  you,  and 
to  facilitate  it  I  bad  prepared  the  inclosed  Papers,  which  I  now 
transmit  to  my  much  respected  Friend  General  Steele.  You 
will  find  the  objects  there  generally  detailed,  and  any  omission, 
your  acquaintance  with  the  Subject,  I  am  confident,  will 
supply.  I  will  settle  with  you  the  expenses,  and  compensation 
on  your  return;  but  it  will  be  very  material  to  me  to  have  the 
Business  finished  before  the  bad  weather  sets  in :  as  I  must 
have  the  Surveys  this  fall,  or  before  the  Congress  sit.  I  shall 
thank  you  to  take  good  care  of  the  Papers, — as  the  loss  of  any 
of  them  would  very  much  injure  me. 

I  am 

Sir  very  respectfully  Yr.  &c. 

William  Thornton. 
To  Mr.  Orme. 
Addressed :    Mr.  Orme,  of  the  City  of  Washington 

with  three  maps  &  a  Paper  of  Instructions  &c. 
To  the  Care  of  General  Steele 
Salisbury 
jNTo.  Car^. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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R(ohert)  Cochran  to  John  Steele 

Bank  of  Cape  Fear,  Wilmington 

K  C.  26tli  October  1810. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Hogg  being  absent,  I  am  instructed  to  reply  to  the  note 
attached  to  your  last  Weekly  Return,  respecting  mutilated  Bank 
IvTotes.  It  is  tbe  practice  at  Bank  to  give  balf  or  quarter  price 
for  tbe  half  or  fourth  of  a  Bill,  you  are  therefore  authorized 
to  do  the  same. 

I  am  Sir 

very  Respectfully 
Yours  &c. 

Rob.  Cochrane^  for 
Cashier  Bank 

Cape  Fear 
John  Steele  Esqr. 
Agt.  B.C.F. 
Salisbury. 

Address :    John  Steele  Esquire 
Agent  B.C.F. 
Salisbury 

N^orth  Carolina. 

[Endorsed]  :  R.  Cochran  for  Jno.  Hogg  Esqr 
to  Jno.  Steele 
October  26th  1810 
Instructing  to  pay  half  price  for 
mutilated  notes. 

Postage  due  me  17. 
A.KS.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


^See  note  1,  Cochran  to  Steele,  September  24,  1794. 
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Joseph  Blyth?-  to  John  Steele 

Geo  Town  S^  Carolina  10  nov.  1810 
Dear  Sir 

From  the  journals  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  I  have 
caused  the  enclosed  Extract  on  Boundary  to  be  made  and 
certified  by  the  Clerk  of  Senate — This  Extract  it  will  be  per- 
ceived does  not  materially  differ  from  a  printed  paper  which 
I  had  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  you  some  time  ago,  and  which 
was  informal  (as  you  very  correctly  observed)  in  not  being 
properly  certified. — 

This  proposal  of  an  alteration  did  not  proceed  from  the  Com- 
missioners of  this  State,  they  did  not  then  and  I  do  not  now 
think  that  the  "Commissioners  and  Interests"  of  more  Inhab- 
itants South  than  north  of  the  ridge  can  be  promoted  by  the 
proposed  Exchange. — I  therefore  deem  the  Resolutions  un- 
necessary but  did  not  think  proper  to  object  to  them,  knowing, 
and  appreciating  as  I  did  the  Liberal  and  Friendly  policy 
which  had  been  uniformly  expressed  and  manifested  by  us  all, 
during  the  whole  course  of  the  negociation,  and  believing  our 
powers  fully  adequate,  I  had  the  highest  Confidence  that  we 
should  so  establish  the  Line  of  Boundary  as  would  be  found  to 
comport  best  with  the  mutual  convenience  and  Interest  of  the 
two  States. — 

It  is  certain  that  there  is  a  number  of  Inhabitants  settled 
on  the  Heads  of  French  Broad  and  Tennesse  Rivers,  South  of 
the  line  established  by  the  3^*^.  Article  of  the  Convention  of 
Columbia,  who  will  have  to  cross  the  said  line  and  the  ridge 
of  mountains  between  them  and  Pendleton  Court  House  and 
who  will  therefore  suffer  as  great  Hardships  by  a  junction  with 
South  Carolina,  as  the  few  families  scattered  among  the  Tallies 
of  the  Saluda  mountains  will  suffer  by  a  junction  with  ISTorth 
Carolina. — 


^Doctor  Joseph  Blyth,  Governor  Henry  Middleton,  and  General 
John  Blassingham  were  South  Carolina's  commissioners  to  act  with 
Steele,  Montfort  Stokes,  and  Robert  Burton  on  the  part  of  North 
Carolina  to  end  the  long-drawn-out  boundary  dispute  between  the 
two  states.  Not  until  the  summer  of  1813  did  the  labors  of  the 
joint  commission  eventuate  in  an  agreement  mutually  satisfactory, 
at  which  time  the  present  boundary  line  was  agreed  upon. 


The  Steele  Papees  639 

The  Convention  of  Columbia  lias  been  Duly  ratified  by  tbe 
State  of  South  Carolina  without  any  Resolutions  whatever. — 

The  Commissioners  of  South  Carolina  however  feel  them- 
selves still  authorized  to  run  the  line  agreeably  to  the  enclosed 
Resolutions,  if  it  should  be  found  to  "comport  best  with  the 
mutual  Convenience  of  both  States" 

If  you  should  deem  your  present  Powers  not  adequate  for 
that  purpose,  your  Legislature  being  now  in  session  affords  an 
opportunity  of  obtaining  Powers  sufficiently  ample. — 

If  you  think  our  powers  deficient,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
believing  we  can  have  them  enlarged — many  of  the  Citizens 
who  live  near  the  Boundary  line  in  this  State,  have  suggested 
to  me  the  utility  of  Beginning  at  the  Cedar  Stake  on  the  Sea- 
shore and  marking  the  old  line  over  again  and  erecting  posts, 
mounds  or  proper  marks  all  along,  some  say  it  would  be  best 
to  make  an  opening  10  or  20  feet  wide  thro  the  wood  lands — 
I  do  not  think  it  will  be  convenient  for  me  to  be  in  the  moun- 
tains before  the  first  of  may,  the  Cold  may  be  too  great  and 
there  may  be  Snow  on  the  Ground. — 

Ought  we  not  to  have  a  Guard  or  some  armed  Force,  in  the 
mountains  we  shall  be  not  very  far  from  the  Indians. — 

I  expect  to  be  at  Columbia  from  about  the  23^.  of  this  month 
until  the  20*^.  of  Dec.  or  thereabouts — Be  so  good  as  to  let  me 
have  the  pleasure  to  hear  from  you — 

I  remain 

Dear  Sir 

with  great  respect 

y^.  ob*.  hb^  Servant 

Gen^  John  Steele  Joseph  Blyth 

N.  C.  Historical  Society. 
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John  Steele  on  Boundary  Issue^ 

Salisbtjey  I^ovember  12*^.  1810 
Dear  Sir, 

In  reviewing  my  correspondence  with  Governor  Stone  here- 
with committed  to  your  care,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind 
that  there  were  reports  made  by  two  committees  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  South  Carolina  at  different  times,  one  in  the  session 
of  1808-9 — the  other  in  the  session  of  1809-10 — the  objects  of 
which  are  so  different  as  to  justify  an  apprehension  that  the 
latter  proceeded  from  a  disposition  to  procrastinate  at  least, 
if  not  to  throw  the  whole  business  up  into  the  wind  again.' — ■ 
Perceiving  this  it  was  obviously  our  interest  as  a  State  to  hold 
fast  upon  the  terms  of  the  conventional  agreement — to  express 
a  readiness  at  all  times  to  run  and  mark  the  lines  pursuant 
thereto : — but  to  refuse  to  open  new  field  of  discussion,  or  to 
entertain   any  proposition  which  might   furnish   pretexts   for 
evasion  or  delay. — By  the  correspondence  of  1809,  which  re- 
lates to  the  first  report,  you  will  observe  that  D'*.  Blyth  was 
anxious  to  run  and  mark  the  lines,  and  that  South  Carolina 
w^.  have  reserved  to  herself  in  that  case  merely  the  power  of 
subsequent  ratification  and  which  w^.  have  been  rendered  un- 
avoidable by  the  manner  in  which  it  would  have  simplified  and 
narrowed  the  ground  of  dispute. — ^With  these  views  the  com- 
missioners though  sensible  that  a  previous  ratification  on  the 
part   of   South   Carolina   would   have   been  more   satisfactory 
nevertheless  consented  to  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  running 
and  marMng  the  lines,  which  Governor  Stone  is  entitled  to  the 
credit  of  having  frustrated  by  a  positive  mandate  to  the  con- 
trary.— (see  his  letter  of  the  21^^.  July  1809.) — It  is  proper 
also  to  inform  you  that  the  present  Governor  of  South  Caro- 
lina is  notoriously  hostile  to  our  claims. — When  in  the  same 
ofiice  some  years  back  he  rendered  himself  very  conspicuous, 
and  I  might  add  very  ridiculous  too,  in  a  correspondence  with 


^This  letter  is  without  address  or  signature,  but  from  the  context 
it  would  seem  to  have  been  prepared  in  anticipation  of  the  election 
of  Governor  Stone's  successor  and  for  presentation  to  the  Governor- 
elect.  It  discloses  certain  differences  in  view  between  Governor 
Stone  and  Steele  in  reference  to  the  principles  of  the  boundary 
settlement  which  delayed  the  final  adjustment  between  the  states. 
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Governor  "Williams  of  this  State  on  tlie  same  subject. — I  men- 
tion this  to  enable  you  to  understand  and  account  for  the  change 
of  views  which  was  to  have  taken  place  in  South  Carolina  and 
for  his  tardiness  in  transmitting  a  resolution  of  the  legislature 
of  that  State  dated  Decem^.  17*^.  1808  to  the  Governor  of  this 
State  so  late  as  July  31*^.  1809. — (See  Governor  Stones  letter 
of  Septem'".  18*^.  1809). — A  very  little  knowledge  of  public  men 
and  public  business  is  sufficient  to  enable  any  one  to  perceive 
that  Governor  Stone  committed  an  agrevious  error  in  for- 
bidding the  comm'*^.  to  run  &  mark  the  lines  as  agreed  to  by  the 
convention  when  they  had  an  opportunity  with  the  cooperation 
of  the  comm^^.  of  South  Carolina  to  do  so. — But  it  did  not  then 
in  the  Governors  opinion  comport  with  the  interest  and  dignity 
of  the  State. — 

Afterwards  in  1810  when  the  State  of  South  Carolina  had 
taken  new  ground,  and  by  the  report  of  another  committee  and 
sundry  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  had  given  the  business  a 
different  and  much  more  unfavourable  aspect  Governor  Stone 
became  an  anxious  advocate  for  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners 
not  to  run  and  mark  the  lines;  but  to  discuss  and  recommend 
alterations. — From  this  time  you  will  observe,  a  change  in  my 
opin[ion],  that  he  either  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  deliberate 
upon  the  opinions  and  information  which  I  communicated  to 
him,  or  he  made  it  a  point  to  overrule  and  disregard  them : — 
and  finally  reduced  me  to  the  dilemma  of  either  yielding  to 
what  appeared  to  be  illegal  and  hazardous  to  the  interests  of  the 
State,  or  of  endeavouring  to  give  the  business  a  better  direction. 
See  my  letter  to  him  of  May  27*^^.  1810  and  its  enclosures  [at 
the  risk  of  his  displeasure].  That  the  constructions  were  crude 
and  unentillegible,  that  they  were  inconsistent  with  his  in- 
structions on  the  subject  the  year  before,  were  not  my  only 
objections  to  obey  them; 

*I  was  dissatisfied  with  the  delusive  appearances  held  out  to 
the  State  of  South  Carolina  and  unwilling  to  participate  in  a 
measure  which  my  own  judgment  and  sense  of  duty  did  not 
approve. — A  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  running  and  marking 
the  line  as  agreed  to  by  the  comm''^.  in  1809  was  in  conformity 
with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our  act  of  ratification;  but  a  meet- 
ing for  the  purpose  expressed  in  Governor  Stones  instructions 
Vol.  2—12 
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of  1810  was  not  merely  unautliorized  by  but  contrary  to  that 
act. — Deriving  bis  powers  from  tbe  same  source  witb  tbe  comm''^. 
be  is  equally  restricted  by  tbe  acts  of  tbe  Legislature;  and  in 
tbis  opinion  I  believe  Gen^  Stokes  and  Gen^  Welborn  con- 
curred.— 

(See  tbeir  letters  to  tbe  Governor  and  a  letter  from  bim  to 
Gen^  Stokes  on  tbe  6*^.  Septemr.  1810)  Tbe  only  furtber  remark 
wbicb  I  tbink  it  necessary  to  make  on  tbis  subject  at  present  is 
tbat  if  tbose  concurred  witb  me  in  tbe  opinion  as  to  tbe  powers 
of  tbe  comm'"^.  if  tbey  communicated  tbat  opinion  to  Governor 
Stone  as  I  bave  been  informed,  and  if  my  letter  on  tbe  27*^. 
May  1810  was  not  indecorous  or  personally  offensive,  as  I  bope 
and  believe,  bis  Excellency  must  bave  bad  some  end  to  answer 
by  bis  conduct  towards  me,  wbicb  men  of  bonorable  and  candid 
minds  will  be  unable  to  reconcile  witb  tbose  expressions  of 
solicitude  and  respect  wbicb  abound  in  bis  letters  a  sbort  time 
before  wben  be  refused  to  accept  my  resignation. — 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Tho(ma)s  Taylor  to  John  Steele. 

Richmond  19tb  JSTovember  1810. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  duly  received  your  favour  dated  tbe  22nd  October — Tbe 
deatb  of  our  Mutual  friend  Colo.  Carrington,^  wbicb  bappened 
on  tbe  very  day  I  received  your  letter,  prevented  my  answering 
you  directly.  In  a  ^Negotiation  witb  Mr.  Randolpb,  [torn] 
witb  Messrs.  Gibson  &  Jefferson  of  tbis  place  purcbased  tbe 
intire  Estate,  lands  Negroes  Stock  &ca.  &ca.  all  of  wbicb  will 
be  sold,  agreeable  to  Mr.  Randolpbs  advertisement  on  tbe  lOtb 
of  next  Montb  except,  tbat  tbe  ISTegroes  will  be  sold  for  Casb. 
I  sball  attend  at  Prince  Edward  myself,  and  beg  leave  to  as- 
sure You,  tbat  sbould  you  tbink  proper  to  send  an  Agent  tbere, 
I  will  give  bim  all  tbe  information  I  can,  respecting  tbe  Qual- 


^Edward  Carrington,  Supervisor  of  Federal  Revenue  in  the  State 
of  Virginia. 
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ities  of  the  l^egroes,  and  in  as  impartial  a  manner  as  I  can — 
it  would  give  me  pleasure,  if  you  do  not  make  Your  purchases 
either  before  or  at  the  Sale  at  Prince  Edward — to  render  You 
any  services  in  my  power,  aided  by  the  advice  of  some  friend 
of  yours — there  is  to  be  a  Sale  of  nearly  a  hundred  about  the 
first  of  January  next  advertised  by  Hugh  I^elson^  of  Albemarle. 
With  great  respect  I  am 
Sir 
Your  Obt.  Servt. 

Thos.  Tayloe. 
Genl.  John  Steel. 
Addressed : 

Genl.  John  Steele 
Salisbury 

JNTorth  Carolina. 
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Benj(ami)n  Smith^  to  (John)  Steele. 

[Dec.  1810?] 
Dr.  Sir/ 

Part  of  the  Addition  proposed  to  be  placed  on  the  Journals 
might  be  thought  to  savor  of  Vanity  but  the  intention  is  a  silent 
appeal  to  the  Candor  of  the  most  respected  &  respectable. 
Whether  the  facts  stated  ring  true,  does  not  prove  the  hard  in- 
justice of  blaming  a  Man  for  a  supposed  intentional  Neglect 
after  nearly  30  years  of  punctuality.  If  not  intentional  no 
blame  should  attach. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  well  to  prepare  Mr.  Phifer^  or  such  other 
Gentleman  as  you  think  proper  &  can  with  convenience  to  be 


^Hugh  Nelson,  of  Albemarle  County,  Virginia,  was  a  judge  of  the 
General  Court  and  from  1811  to  1823,  a  member  of  Congress.  In 
1823  he  was  appointed  Minister  to  Spain. 

^Benjiamin  Smith  began  his  one  term  as  Governor  December  5, 
1810,  the  Legislature  annually  choosing  that  official  in  its  annual 
autumn  session.  Steele  was  a  member  of  the  Commons  for 
Salisbury.     See  note  1,  Smith  to  Steele,  Sept.  17,  1810. 

^Probably  John  Phifer,  member  of  Commons  from  Cabarrus 
County  in  1810  and  many  other  years  in  either  House  or  Senate. 
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ready  to  support  in  case  of  objection.    I  only  mention  Facts  not 
opinions  as  regards, 

Yrs.  respectfully 

Benjn.  Smith. 

Will  you  let  me  know  the  issue  by  mail  &  Whether  you  still 
wish  to  purchase  ISTegroes — Contrary  to  expectation,  by  the  poor 
accommodation   of  the  Bank,   my  Brother  &    Self  have  both 
sold  some  since  I  wrote  to  you  &  may  be  obliged  to  sell  more. 
Addressed : 
The  Honble. 
General  Steele 
Endorsed : 
Gov.  Smith. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Joseph  Pearson  to  John  Steele 

Washington  Decb^  23*^.  1810 
Dear  Sir. 

The  proceedings  of  Congress  have  as  yet,  been  merely  prepar- 
atory— The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations-'^  have  not  reported, 
nor  do  I  expect  them  to  come  forward  with  their  project  for 
several  weeks. 

Altho  the  administration  men — speak  confidently  as  to  the 
arrangement  with  France,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  we  are  bound 
to  enforce  the  nonintercourse  law  against  Great  Britain;  still 
they  cannot  avoid  manifesting  some  apprehension,  that  all  is  not 
right,  &  express  great  solicitude  for  further  intelligence  from 
France  &  England,  which  is  daily  expected.  To  you  Sir,  it 
is  unnecessary  for  me  to  remark,  on  the  correspondence  which 
led  to  the  arrangement  with  France.     It  is  evident  that  the 


^John  G.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  was  nominal  head  of  the  Foreign 
Relations  Committee  of  the  House  during  the  Eleventh  Congress, 
but  Nathaniel  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  was  the  most  influential 
member  of  the  dominant  party  in  the  Committee.  Josiah  Quincy 
was  the  ranking  and  influential  Federalist.  See  Annals  of  Congress, 
Eleventh  Congress,  91. 
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President  required  from  Great  Britian  accessions  the  requisition 
of  whicli  tie  had  abandoned  in  several  previous  overtures — par- 
ticularly in  his  proposition  to  give  up  the  Embargo  for  a  repeal 
of  the  Orders  in  Council :  also  in  the  arrangement  with  Erskin, 
not  a  word  is  said  relative  to  the  Blockading  system  of  April 
1806.  It  is  equally  evident  that  he  has  issued  his  proclama- 
tion in  favor  of  France-*^  in  direct  contradiction  to  his  own  con- 
struction of  the  power  given  to  him  by  the  last  nonintercourse 
law — and  without  even  obtaining  a  promise,  that  a  cent  of  the 
millions  of  our  property,  unjustly  condemned  in  his  ports  should 
be  actually  restored :  which  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  let- 
ters from  the  Secretary  of  State^  to  Armstrong^  of  the  5*^.  of 
June  —  Jnly  declare  such  restoration  sure  to  be  sine  qua  non — la 
condition  precedent  to  the  exercise  of  the  power  granted  to  him 
by  the  Act  of  last  session — 

If  the  aspect  of  affairs  are  not  changed  by  intelligence  from 
Europe — I  think  we  have  nothing  to  expect  short  of  noninter- 
course or  nonimportation — with  Great  Britain — This  connected 
with  the  Florida  proclamation,  may  probably  lead  to  war  with 
both  Spain  &  England,  or  the  sequestration  of  our  property 
in  their  ports. 

The  Florida  Proclamation,^  is  an  event  as  unexpected  as  mo- 
mentous, &  will  probably  lead  to  the  most  serious  consequences. 


lEvery  Federalist  in  the  Republican  era,  from  Jefferson's  first 
election  in  1800  to  the  end  of  the  second  war  with  England  in  1815, 
persistently  indicted  the  successive  administrations  on  the  score  of 
subserviency  to  France  and  truculence  toward  England.  With  North 
Carolina  Federalists  this  party  slant  had  turned  into  settled  con- 
viction. 

^Robert  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  Secretary  of  State  under  Pres- 
ident Madison  from  1809  to  James  Monroe's  appointment  to  the 
portfolio  in  1811. 

^'John  Armstrong,  Minister  to  France  from  1804-1810.  He  became 
Secretary  of  War  in  1813  and,  making  a  miserable  failure  of  the 
office,  was  dismissed. 

*The  date  of  this  proclamation  was  October  27,  1810,  and  has 
reference  only  to  West  Florida,  between  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Perdito.  American  State  Papers,  Foreign  Affairs,  III,  397.  It  took 
possession  of  the  area,  added  it  to  Mississippi  Territory  and  ex- 
tended the  laws  of  the  same  over  it.  A  Congressional  bill  followed 
which  made  the  occupation  temporary  and  conditional  and  the 
status  of  West  Florida  subject  to  negotiations.  See  Peter,  Statutes 
at  Large  of  U.  S.,  Edition  of  1847,  III,  471-472. 
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A  Bill  is  reported  in  the  Senate,  simply  annexing  tlie  country 
claimed  to  tlie  Territory  of  Orleans  &  gives  force  &  effect  to 
tlie  laws  of  that  Territory.  The  administration  men  endeavor — 
to  suppress  all  investigation  of  title — They  will  be  much  pressed 
on  the  subject,  &  whatever  one  votes  may  ultimately  be,  we  wish 
to  unveil  this  question  of  the  mystery  in  which  it  has  been  so 
long  involved. 

As  the  President  has  gone  so  far,  I  most  devoutly  wish,  that 
our  title  may  prove  so  clear  as  to  make  the  contest  a  righteous 
one,  but  to  my  mind  I  must  confess,  at  present  the  right  is  ex- 
tremely questionable,  &  rendered  not  only  more  questionable, 
but  more  unpopular  by  the  conduct  of  the  administration  in 
declining  to  adjust  the  right  (which  they  now  say  is  indisputa- 
ble) for  seven  years  past.  I  very  much  fear,  in  the  course  of 
this  affair,  we  will  be  compelled  to  decide  on  the  abstract  ques- 
tion— whether  if  the  President,  without  the  previous  knowledge 
or  approbation  of  Congress,  involves  the  country  in  war,  in 
pursuit  of  a  doubtful  claim — are  we  as  the  representatives  of 
the  whole  people  bound  to  support  him,  or  must  we  support 
that  authority  which  ^y  the  constitution  is  vested  alone  in  us — 
If  however  a  majority  of  Congress  (as  I  presume  will  be  the 
case)  approve  &  aid  the  President  in  his  views,  I  conceive  we 
are  all  bound  to  embark  in  the  support  of  the  government. 
Allow  me  to  refer  you  to  the  Intelligencer  of  yesterday  for  a 
Cabinet  exposition  of  our  title  to  the  country  now  claimed  by  us. 
To  me  it  falls  far  short  of  demonstration  &  affords  argument 
or  rather  discloses  facts  which  tend  to  the  contrary  conclusion.^ 

The  other  subjects  before  us  are  of  minor  importance  &  are 
amply  detailed  in  the  newspapers.  As  it  is  impossible  to  write 
to  many  of  my  friends  you  will  oblige  me  by  giving  some  pub- 
licity to  such  communications  as  I  may  occasionally  make — ^I 


^The  issue  in  respect  to  West  Florida  was  included  in  the  pur- 
chase settlement  of  the  Ploridas  in  1818,  our  sovereignty  becoming 
final  in  the  transfer  of  the  following  year. 
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should  like  very  mucli  to  hear  from  you  and  obtain  your  opin- 
ions on  the  subjects  alluded  to. 

My  respects  to  the  Ladies  of  your  family 

and  believe  me 
Sir 

your  ob*  sr. 

J°    Pearson 
[Endorsed :] 
General  John  Steele 
Salisbury 
1^.  Carolina 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Steele  to  David  Stone 

[18101] 
Sir 

Your  Excellency  will  herewith  receive  the  copy  of  a  title  from 
D"*.  Jos.  Blyth  of  the  11*^.  ult^.  proposing  a  meeting  of  the 
comm'*^.  of  the  two  states  in  pursuance  as  I  presume  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  legislature  of  South  Carolina  at  their  late  ses- 
sion, and  a  copy  also  of  the  answ.  which  I  conceived  to  be  my 
duty  to  give — In  a  case  like  the  present  where  the  comm^^.  of 
this  State  have  no  power  to  act,  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
they  w^.  undertake  to  recommend  unless  the  inducement  to  do 
so  were  much  more  clear  and  forcible  than  those  which  are 
proposed  by  South  Carolina  as  the  basis  of  another  meeting. — 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

(Unsigned  Copy,  Steele's  hand.) 
His  Ex. 

David  Stone  Esq. 

N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


^Stone  was  Governor,   Dec.   12,   1809 — Dec.   5,   1810.     The  subject 
matter  relates  itself  to  Steele's  task  as  State  Boundary  Commissioner. 


648         The  I^oeth  Carolina  Histoeical  Commission 

Allen  Jones  Davie  to  John  Steele. 

[Jan.  7  1811.] 
Sir 

Anxious  to  establish  a  permanent  and  respectable  Club  at 
Salisbury,  I  avail  myself  of  the  first  favorable  opportunity  of 
addressing  you  on  that  subject  and  hope  by  your  means  to 
spur  up  our  friend  Major  Pearson^  to  active  (blurred)  point — 
state  to  him  the  necessity  (blurred)  pushing  the  subscriptions 
both  (blurred)  the  Sweepstakes — and  also  permit  me  to  sug- 
gest the  expediency  of  a  meeting  this  spring  in  order  to  take 
measures  for  enclosing  the  Turf  and  other  arrangements  neces- 
sary to  place  the  Jocky  Club  of  Salisbury  on  the  most  respect- 
able footing.  From  what  I  have  seen  of  the  sportsmen  of  this 
State  they  are  inclined  to  a  Union  Club  and  Salisbury  will  be 
the  meeting  ground,  my  exertions  for  that  will  be  unwearied. 
We  have  established  a  Club  of  select  Sportsmen  here  to  com- 
mence next  season  and  continue  5  years  subscription  $150 — 
this  look  bold  it  will  be  the  first  thing  of  the  kind  in  America — 
but  of  this  we  will  talk  when  we  meet.  My  Colt  has  been  un- 
fortunate this  season  he  was  (blurred)  could  neither  lower  his 
(blurred)  and  in  cutting  some  capers  (blurred)  he  ran  he 
turned  heels  over  head  and  injured  one  of  his  legs  so  much 
that  he  can  not  be  trained  any  more  this  Winter  so  my  racing 
for  this  Season  is  over;  with  Laceys  horse  I  won  the  Camden 
Jockey  Club^  in  high  stile  at  three  heat  distancing  the  field  he 
bolted  in  the  second  heat  just  at  the  stand  when  a  head — he  is 
a  horse  of  good  bottom  somewhat  deficient  in  speed,  next  Winter 
I  will  revenge  myself  on  these  Southern  Racers. 

Should  you  call  a  meeting  of  your  Club  any  time  in  February 
or  March  and  will  give  me  notice  of  it  I  will  attend —  if  you 
can  furnish  me  with  the  Pedigree  of  Archduke  you  would  oblige. 

My  Father  directs  me  to  give  you  his  best  respects  and  advise 
you  he  has  been  for  a  long  time  intending  to  write  you  a  long 


^Jesse  A.  Pearson. 
^Camden,  South  Carolina. 
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letter — please  present  me  most  respectfully  to  the  ladies  of  your 
family  and  also  to  Major  Pearson. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem 

yours  most  respectfully 

Allen  Jones  Davie. 
17  January — 
1811. 

Answer. 

Salisbury  January  29th.  1811. 
Sir, 

I  avail  myself  of  the  return  of  yr.  boy  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  yr.  letter  of  the  17th.  inst,  and  to  send  you  the  pedi- 
gree of  Archduke  as  requested. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  line  of  amusements  which  wd.  afford 
me  greater  pleasure  than  to  see  a  respectable  racing  estab- 
lishment at  this  place. — Few  men  in  this  part  of  the  State  have 
taken  more  pains  than  I  have  for  some  years  (blurred)  and  I 
do  not  now  altogether  despair  (blurred)  less  sanguine  on  the 
subject  than  formerly — It  cannot  be  accomplished,  as  you  seem 
to  suppose,  by  pushing  the  subscriptions;  but  by  an  inflexible 
adherence  to  established  rules.  If  the  written  rules  of  a  club 
are  imperfect,  or  exceptionable  they  may  be  altered;  but  until 
altered  they  shd.  in  no  case  be  departed  from  either  by  the 
Club  itself,  or  by  Judges  acting  under  its  appointment.  If  a 
departure  be  admitted  in  a  single  instance,  no  matter  how  equit- 
able it  may  seem  in  the  abstract,  from  that  moment  the  written 
rules  lose  their  authority,  and  the  decisions  will  afterwards  be 
as  variable  as  the  passions  and  interests  of  the  individuals  who 
make  them. — 

Do  me  the  favour  to  present  my  respects  to  Genl.  Davie,  and 
be  assured  that  I  am. 

Very  respectfully,  Sir 

Your  Mot.  Obedient  Sert. 

(John  Steele.) 

A.  J.  Davie  Esqr. 

A.L.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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Joseph  Pearson  to  John  Steele 

jAN'^y.  18*^  1811 
Dear  Sir. 

The  accompanying  paper,  contains  the  anti  commercial  BilP 
just  reported  by  the  committee  on  Foreign  relations.  I  had 
hoped  after  the  exposition  of  the  French  Decrees  given  by  the 
correspondence^  between  Tureau^  &  the  Secretary  of  State,  that 
this  system  would  not  have  been  resorted  to,  &  France  continued 
in  the  exercise  of  all  the  commercial  &  naval  priviledges  which 
are  in  our  power  to  grant.  It  is  thought  the  Bill  reported  will 
pass — if  so,  will  it  not  afford  another  evidence  of  devotion  to, 
or  fear  of  France;  &  result  to  the  injury  of  our  commerce  & 
distruction  of  revenue:  Dispatches  to  the  5*^  ]^ov^^  have  been 
received  from  M^  Pinckney*  at  which  date  the  orders  of  Council 
had  not  been  repealed,  nor  indeed,  can  it  be  supposed  that  any 
inducement  to  a  repeal  is  offered  by  the  example  of  France,  un- 
less by  pursuing  the  same  course,  she  would  wish  to  offer  an 
insult  to  the  good  sense  of  this  nation. — What  the  result  may 
be,  cannot  be  predicted — but  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  pro- 
ceedings against  W.  Florida  &  other  acts  which  I  am  not  at 
liberty  to  reveal — leave  too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  the 
period  for  an  accommodation  of  differences  is  not  near  at  hand. 
The  Bill  annexing  that  part  W  Florida  east  of  the  Perdido,  to 
the  Orleans  Territory — is  still  on  the  table  of  the  Senate — the 
reason  for  suspending  the  discussion  may  be  a  distrust  of  our 


^This  bill  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  Jan.  14,  1811.  The  President  on 
the  same  day  having  issued  a  proclamation  that  France  had  altered 
her  course  in  respect  to  neutral  commerce,  and  therefore  the  non- 
intercourse  act  of  May  1,  1910  (Macon's  Bill,  No.  2)  was  thereupon 
suspended  as  to  that  power.  The  original  bill  was  now  to  be 
altered  in  conformity  by  the  Eppes  supplement  and  made  the  more 
pointed  as  to  Great  Britain.  For  the  bill  in  the  form  it  finally 
became  law,  see  Public  Acts  of  Congress,  Act  approved  March  2, 
1811. 

^Correspondence  which  led  up  to  suspension  of  nonintercourse 
with  France  and  the  President's  proclamation  thereof  on  Jan.  14, 
1811.    American  State  Papers,  Foreign  Relations,  III,  400-403. 

^Louis  Marie  Turreau,  French  Minister  to  the  United  States. 

^William  Pinckney  of  Maryland,  United  States  Minister  to  Great 
Britain  1806-1811. 
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title — &  a  willingness  to  get  at  their  object  in  a  different  &  more 
summary  way.  A  Bill  lias  passed  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  a  new  State  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans^ — This  was 
much  opposed,  as  being  unconstitutional  and  premature.  We 
are  now  on  the  subject  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
U.  States  Bank — This  institution  I  think  is  to  fall — ^ 

We  are  at  length  released  from  the  imprisonment  of  closed 
doors^ — a  motion  was  this  morning  made  to  take  off  this  in- 
junction of  secrecy — but  did  not  succeed — 

If  what  we  have  authorized  is  ever  carried  into  effect — the 
character  &  perhaps  the  tranquility  of  the  U  States  will  be  put 
(beyond)  hazard.  The  majority  are  so  organized  to  take  such 
rapid  strides  that  I  am  alarmed  at  the  consequences  of  this 
Session — 

With  respect 
Sir 

your  ob*  sv* 
Gen\  John  Steele  J^  Pearson 

Salisbury 
]Sr.  Carolina 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


JohnHogg'^  to  John  Steele 

Wilmington  21^*.  Jan^'^.  1811. 
John  Steele  Esq'*. 
Dear  Sir. 

You  will  receive  herewith  a  Letter  dated  14*^.  Ins*,  relative 
to  your  accts  as  agent  &  which  from  an  unusual  purpose  had 


^Act  approved  February  20,  1811,  authorizing  the  territory  to 
form  a  State  Constitution.  Act  approved  April  8,  1812,  admitting 
Louisiana  as  a  State. 

^The  House  refused  the  charter,  January  25,  1811,  by  the  vote  of 
65  to  64.  On  February  20  the  Senate  cast  a  tie  vote  on  the  question 
of  recharter,  seventeen  to  seventeen,  and  the  Vice-President,  George 
Clinton,  cast  the  vote  of  the  chair  against  the  measure. 

■''Secret  sessions,  begun  in  issues  over  foreign  relations  and  debate 
thereon. 

*John  Hogg  was  a  member  of  a  family  well  known  in  the  early 
history  of  the  State  for  business  enterprise  and  interest  in  the  public 
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been  delayed  until  that  time.  The  Board  on  your  *^c's  being 
shown/  directed  that  none  of  the  items  charged  should  be  al- 
lowed except  that  for  Postages  &  costs  of  Suit,  none  of  the 
agents  being  allowed  for  anything  but  postages — My  letter  of 
the  14*^.  is  the  last  you  will  receive  from  me  as  Cashier,^  on 
the  15^*^.  my  successor  M''.  Rich*^  Bradley^  took  place  as  you  will 
observe  by  a  Letter  from  the  President*  to  you. — 

The  business  of  the  Bank  has  increased  so  much  &  the  part 
allotted  to  the  Cashier  making  it  very  laborious  I  determined 
to  decline — My  time  has  been  of  late  almost  every  minute  of  it 
devoted  to  the  Business  of  the  Bank  so  much  so  that  I  have 
almost  totally  neglected  the  correspondence  of  my  friends — In 
your  last  note  to  me  which  I  take  shame  to  myself  for  not 
having  noticed  before  now,  you  stated  a  mistaken  idea  that 
the  Bank  allowed  interest  on  deposits  this  is  never  done  on  any 
sum  for  any  length  of  time  it  may  lay  here — I  shall  still  be  here 
the  greatest  part  of  my  time  and  ever  ready  to  render  you  any 
service  I  can — What  is  the  prevailing  idea  in  your  part  of  the 
State  as  to  the  State  Bank^  will  your  subscriptions  be  filled 


welfare.  Wilmington,  Fayetteville,  and  Hillsborough  were  towns 
in  which  the  family  had  business  interests.  John  Hogg  had  repre- 
sented Hillsborough  in  the  Commons  in  1794  and  1796.  His  cousin, 
James  Hogg,  made  his  permanent  residence  there  and  gave  much 
of  his  energy  toward  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  State  University 
near  by.  See  Letters  of  William  Barry  Grove  to  James  Hogg,  by  the 
present  editor,  in  the  James  Sprunt  Historical  Publications,  Vol.  9, 
No.  2.     Also  lUd.,  Number  3,  by  K.  P.  Battle. 

^Steele  was  agent  at  Salisbury  for  the  Bank  of  Cape  Pear  located 
at  Wilmington. 

^John  Hogg  was  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear  at  Wilmington, 
the  first  bauK  chartered  in  the  State  (1804),  and  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $250,000.  In  1814  its  charter  was  renewed  extending  its 
life  to  1835  and  allowing  an  increase  of  5,750  shares  of  $100  each 
to  its  capital  stock.  Haywood's  Manual  of  the  Laws  of  North 
Carolina   (1819),  p.  70. 

■■^Richard  Bradley's  name  appears  with  John  Hogg's  and  others 
in  the  Act  of  Incorporation  (1804)  empowered  to  open  subscriptions 
for  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear.  Haywood's  Manual, 
p.  46. 

^The  iState  Bank  of  North  Carolina  was  chartered  by  the  Legis- 
lature in  1810  with  an  authorized  capital  stock  of  $1,600,000  divided 
into  shares  of  $100  each.  There  was  to  be  a  central  bank  at 
Raleigh,  with  a  capital  of  $300,000,  and  branches  at  Edenton  ($200,- 
000  capital  stock);  at  Newbern  ($300,000);  at  Wilmington  ($300,- 
000);  at  Fayetteville  ($200,000);  at  Tarborough  ($100,000);  and 
at  Salisbury  ($200,000).  For  the  charter  and  subsequent  amend- 
ments see  Haywood's  Manual,  pp.  59-75. 
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sufficiently  (i.  e.  to  $12,500  1^^  pay*.)  to  set  going  so  far  as 
relates  to  Salisbury^ — I  augur  ill  of  the  plan.  The  Stock  pro- 
posed is  many  times  more  than  is  wanted  or  can  be  weilded  to 
advantage  and  will  end  in  a  loss  to  the  adventures  and  I  fear 
will  deluge  the  State  with  a  paper  that  must  considerably  de- 
preciate— I  shall  be  glad  of  your  ideas  on  this  business  and 
its  probable  success  as  to  subscription  with  you — I  am  with 
regard  and  esteem 

Dear  Sir. 

Y'^.  friend  &  servant 

John  Hogg. 
A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Abraham  Venahle^  to  John  Steele 

KicHMOND  Jany  29<^^1811 
Dear  Sir 

Your  obliging  letter  of  the  Sixth  instant  has  been  some  time 
received.  I  should  have  replied  sooner,  but  I  did  not  think 
it  immediately  necessary  as  it  was  still  a  considerable  time 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Court,  at  which  Philips  would  be 
tried.  I  wish  indeed  that  an  adiquate  punishment  could  have 
been  inflicted.  As  this  could  not  be  the  case,  I  still  think  it 
our  duty  to  have  him  punished  if  posssible,  to  the  extent  that 
the  law  permits,  however  inadiquate  it  may  be. 

We  shall  send  out  an  officer  of  the  Bank  in  time  to  attend 
the  Court  and  at  the  same  time  enable  him  to  give  such  reward 
to  the  Constables,  as  you  may  think  sufficient  for  the  services 
rendered.    You  will  also  oblige  us  by  expressing  our  thanks  to 


^When  the  sum  of  $12,500  should  have  been  subscribed  of  the 
$200,000  authorized  for  the  Salisbury  branch  then  the  bank  was  to 
be  opened  at  that  place. 

^Abraham  Veneble  was  a  Representative  in  Congress  from 
Virginia,  1791-1799,  and  Senator,  1803-1804.  He  died  in  a  burning 
theatre  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  December  26,  1811. 
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the  Gentlemen  wlio  took  so  lively  an  interest  in  suppressing 
vilany  and  fraud. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  my  best  wishes  and  believe  me  to  be 

With  great  respect 

Your  Obt  Sev* 

Ab.  Yenable 
Gen^John  Steele 
Salisbury 

l^orth  Carolina 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Steele  to  John  Hogg'^ 

Answer  [Feb,  1811] 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  understand  by  y"*.  private  letter  of  the  21®*. 
ult^.  that  you  have  resigned  the  office  of  Cash'*. — ^though  I  hope 
you  have  reasons  connected  with  your  personal  comfort  and 
advantage  which  rendered  it  advisable. — As  to  the  small  charges 
in  my  profit  &  loss  acco*.  which  were  suspended  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  hereafter  be  allowed  by  the  Directors  because 
I  am  sure  they  are  just  and  reasonable;  but  I  must  confess 
that  I  feel  mortified  to  be  oblige  to  make  in  a  formal  manner 
the  explanations  which  are  necessary  to  place  them  in  a  point 
of  view  to  be  properly  understood. — I  thought  the  Directors 
(some  of  them  at  least)  and  all  the  officers  of  the  Bank,  knew 
me  well  enough  to  be  assured,  that  in  my  acco*^.  as  Agent  I 
would  make  no  charge  not  even  for  an  Almanac,  which  the 
security  of  the  Bank,  and  the  regularity  of  the  business  did  not 
require,  and  of  course  that  I  w*^.  charge  to  the  Bank  not  the 
value  of  a  cent,  which  if  placed  in  their  situation  I  would  be 
unwilling  to  allow  to  others. — 

As  to  the  State  Bank,  I  am  unable  to  inform  you  (as  you 
request)   what  may  be  the  conduct   of  the  monied  men  here 


^This  letter  is  an  unsigned  copy  of  Steele's  reply  to  John  Hogg's 
letter  of  January  21,  1811:  See  Hogg  Letter,  page  657  with  note  on 
Hogg,  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear,  etc. 
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concerning  it. — I  could  myself  very  easily  subscribe  the  wbole 
sum  ($12500)  required  to  put  it  in  operation;  but  I  neither  like 
the  plan,  nor  the  policy  in  which  it  originated,  and  even  if 
these  were  less  exceptionable  I  w*^.  dislike  the  idea  of  sub- 
scribing to  the  funds  of  such  an  institution  while  I  continue 
to  act  as  Agent  of  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear  at  the  same  place. — 
About  the  time  that  it  was  first  intimated  that  the  Bank  of 
Cape  Fear  intended  to  make  the  late  addition  to  the  capital 
stock,  you  recollect  I  proposed  to  you  as  cash'',  that  a  part  of 
the  new  shares  sh*^.  be  allotted  to  this  place  and  that  Books  sh**. 
be  opened  here  for  the  purpose;* 

*which  plan  I  continue  to  think  w^.  have  been  attended  with 
advantages  provided  the  Agency  here  is  regarded  as  a  perma- 
nent establishment. — Under  this  impression,  and  supposing  my 
views  to  correspond  with  those  which  the  Directors  which 
might  possibly  entertain  on  the  subject,  I  had  previously  en- 
gaged a  few  select  and  respectable  men  who  had  the  means  of 
subscribing  to  take  the  whole  number  of  shares  which  might  be 
set  apart  for  this  place. — The  same  men  have  still  the  means  of 
subscribing  to  the  State  Bank,  if  they  choose  to  do  so;  but 
whether  they  will  or  not,  I  am  certainly  ignorant. — 

N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Joseph  Pearson  to  John  Steele 

Washington  FeV^  5*^  1811 
D^.  Sir, 

The  inclosed  documents  have  this  moment  been  laid  on  our 
table — From  them  it  appears,  that  the  Berlin  &  Milan  Decrees 
are  not  revoked  the  proclamation  of  the  President  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding — 

The  Bill  reported  to  the  committee  on  Foreign  relations  has 
not  been  acted  on  &  probably  may  now  be  abandoned,  but  what 
may  be  course  of  the  majority  men — it  requires  the  power  of 
divination  to  say. 

The  Vessel  which  brought  the  inclosed  papers,  left  France 
the  first  of  Jan""^ — at  which  time  the  Decrees  were  not  repealed 
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— nor  is  it  expected  tliat  any  firm  or  hona  fide  repeal  will  take 
place. 

The  question  of  tlie  renewal  of  the  Charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  U.  States — is  before  a  committee  in  the  Senate —  A 
numerous  deputation  of  Merchants,  Mechanics,  some  of  all 
political  denominations  have  come  on  from  Philadelphia  to 
aid  the  renewal  of  the  Charter.  A  Bill  will  be  reported  to  the 
Senate  &  may  yet  pass  our  house — 

Respectfully 

your  ob*  sv* 

J^  Peaeson 
Gen^.  John  Steele 
Salisbury 
'N  Carolina. 

N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Joseph  Nourse  to  John  Steele 

City  of  Washington  Feb.  11,  1811. 
Dear  Sir. 

You  will  receive  under  this  cover  a  Receipt  of  Edgar  Potter 
for  five  Dollars  in  full  for  his  Paper :  this  I  paid  out  of  Ten 
Dollars  I  reed  on  your  Account  from  Dr.  Thornton,  so  that  I 
have  five  Dollars  at  your  disposition. 

I  found  upon  Inquiry  that  nothing  cou'd  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  Finley  for  the  time  you  had  paid  in  advance.  I  called  at 
Mr.  Gales^  to  see  if  they  had  any  acct.  against  you,  but  I  found 


^Joseph  Gales,  Jr.,  became  associated  in  1809  with  Samuel  Harri- 
son Smith  in  the  publication  of  the  National  Intelligencer.  After 
1812  Gales  directed  the  paper  and  brought  into  the  service  of  the 
paper,  William  W.  Seaton,  his  brother-in-law,  and  thus  began  the 
famous  partnership  in  one  of  the  most  effective  newspaper  enter- 
prises that  the  history  of  journalism  in  America  discloses.  See 
Hudson,  P.,  Journalism  in  the  United  States,  230,  et  seq. 
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tlie  payment  had  been  made  until  the  paper  was  stopped,  and 
that  not  any  paper  goes  on  to  you  from  hence  at  this  time. 
I  am  respectfully  Dr.  Sir,  with  great  esteem, 

Your  very  obt.  Servt. 

Joseph  N^ourse. 
Addressed : 

John  Steele  Esqr 
Salisbury 

JSTorth  Carolina. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Steele  to  Richard  Bradley 

Salisbury  office  of  Dis-count  March  5*^.  1811 
Sir, 

By  the  same  post  which  brought  me  the  information  of  y"". 
appointment^  I  rec^.  a  letter  from  y''.  predecessor  stating  that 
the  Directors  to  whom  my  semi  annual  acco*^.  for  the  last  half 
year  were  referred  had  suspended  sundry  small  charges  to  the 
amount  of  $18.80. — ^A  variety  of  interuptions  have  prevented 
me  until  now  from  forwarding  the  reasons  in  support  of  those 
charges  which  I  flatter  myself  will  be  suif*.  to  satisfy  the 
directors  of  their  reasonableness,  and  that  they  will  authorise 
them  to  be  passed  to  my  credit. — (The  labour  and  anxiety 
which  devolve  upon  me,  render  the  situation  which  I  am  in 
sufficiently  irksome  even  if  no  questions  were  to  arise)  I  have 
never  entertained  the  least  doubt  that  this  w*^.  be  the  case  as 
soon  as  they  were  properly  explained  and  understood. — 

Suspended  charges 

2.  blank  blotters  35^ts^  each $.     70 

These  are  blank  books  of  a  single  quire  each  with  pasteboard 
covers  and  altho'  I  have  called  them  blotters,  they  are  more 
properly  day  books. — I  have  kept  two  of  them  in  use  at  the 


^Bradley  had  just  succeeded  John  Hogg  as  cashier  of  the  Bank 
of  Cape  Fear  at  Wilmington,  of  which  Steele  was  agent  at  Salis- 
bury. 

Vol.   2—13 
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same  time,  ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  business  here, 
and  the  charge  never  was  objected  to  before. — One  of  them  is  a 
rough  offering  book  and  nothing  else,  from  which  at  leisure, 
but  always  once  a  week  a  fair  transcript  is  made  into  a  well 
bound  book  which  was  furnished  by  the  bank. — The  other 
blotter,  or  day  book  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  showing  to  the 
Amount  suspended  brought  forward $     70 

persons  who  act  as  Directors  here  at  one  view  the  whole  of  the 
bonds  due  on  each  discount  day. — The  first  column  of  this  book 
contains  the  numbers- — The  2^.  the  name  of  the  Drawers — the 
3*^.  the  amo*.  due,  and  the  footing  of  the  3^.  column  shows  the 
amount  for  which  cash  acco*.  is  to  be  debitted. — If  interest  is 
rec^.  on  any  bond  for  days  overrun  it  is  here  noted  and  carried 
into  the  ledger  half  y'"'^^.  to  the  credit  of  the  Bank. — It  is  also 
in  this  book  at  the  close  of  each  days  business  that  a  note  is 
made  of  the  kind  of  money  rec*^.  and  which  enables  me  to  state 
with  accuracy  what  the  amo^.  on  hand  consists  of  in  my 
weekly  returns.  In  short  this  is  intended  to  furnish  as  a  day 
book  all  the  results  which  do  not  and  cannot  appear  on  the 
face  of  the  offering  book. — A  pair  of  these  will  serve  nearly  a 
year  and  if  they  conduce  in  any  degree  to  regularity  &  accuracy 
in  conducting  the  business  or  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  agent 
the  expense  cannot  be  an  object  with  the  Bank. — 

3  q"^^.  of  blank  checks  at  one  dolP.  p^  q^ $3 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  on  what  ground  this  charge  is  sus- 
pended The  receipt  of  the  printer  herewith  sent  will  show  that 
I  have  actually  paid  the  money. — Similar  charges  have  been 
made  and  never  were  objected  to  before. — The  first  supply  of 
checks  was  sent  to  me  from  Wilmington,  and  when  they  were 
nearly  out  I  wrote  to  the  cash**,  for  a  new  supply,  in  answer  to 
which  he  informed  me  by  letter  that  they  sh^.  be  sent  to  me 
Amount  suspended  brought  forward $3.70 

fi-om  Fayetteville ;  but  not  receiving  them  in  due  time  from 
thence  I  was  oblige  to  have  them  here. — If  the  objection  is  made 
to  the  price,  I  w*^.  be  very  willing  to  receive  them  again  from 
Wilmington,  or  through  any  other  channel  which  may  be 
agreeable  to  the  Directors. — I  have  now  only  one  quire  on  hand, 
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and  will  be  thankful  for  instructions  concerning  a  further 
supply  as  soon  as  possible. — Perhaps  the  check  is  not  considered 
at  Bank  an  indispensable  part  of  the  form  of  doing  the  business. 
— If  so  I  will  discontinue  the  use  of  them  upon  receiving  in- 
structions to  that  affect. — 

For  an  Almanac  for  the  j^.  1811 10 

The  suspended  item  in  this  instance  is  so  small  that  I  am  ex- 
tremely reluctant  to  trouble  you  or  myself  with  an  explanation 
concerning  it. — Indeed  I  thought  that  in  a  business  where  an 
accurate  recurrence  to  dates  is  continually  necessary  that  no 
explanation  of  this  charge  w^.  have  been  required. — I  presume 
that  an  almanac  is  in  daily  use  at  the  Bank  and  that  it  is 
indispensably  necessary  in  every  office  of  the  kind. — The  habit 
of  the  borrowers  here  are  so  little  favored  to  method  and 
punctuality  that  were  I  not  to  note  on  the  old  bonds  the  day 
of  the  next  renewal  one  half  of  them  w^.  forget,  or  make  some 
mistake  as  to  the  time ;  and  with  all  the  care  which  I  can  take 
my  trouble  arising  from  this  source  is  inconceivable. — 

Amount  suspended  brought  forward $3  ...  80 

Cash  paid  Jn'^.  Murphy  for  storage  and  care  of  the  Iron  chest 
containing  the  money  and  bonds  of  the  Bank,  and  for  the  use 
of  the  counting  room  as  an  office  from  the  1®*.  June  to  the  1^*. 
Decerns  1810  at  $20  p^  annum $10 


$13.     80 


The  receipt  of  M'".  Murphy  for  this  item  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted, which  will  show  that  I  have  actually  paid  the  amount. 
— M^.  David  Anderson  who  I  believe  now  lives  in  Wilmington 
is  acquainted  personally  with  M^.  Murphy  and  with  his  hand 
writing. — It  is  known  I  suppose  by  all  the  Directors,  and  was 
known  to  them  before  my  appointment  that  I  do  not  live  in 
town,  and  of  course  cannot  sleep  at  the  office  myself. — To  re- 
quire me  to  do  that  would  be  the  same  as  to  require  my  resigna- 
tion.— M"*.  Murphy  and  another  young  man  also  in  the  employ- 
ment of  M^.  Anderson  sleep  in  the  same  room  where  the  chest 
is  kept,  and  this  small  sum  has  been  paid  to  him  more  as  a 
premium  for  his  extraordinary  care  in  relation  to  the  property 
of  the  Bank,  than  for  the  use  of  the  room  as  an  office. — In 
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making  tlie  payment  I  considered  tliat  I  was  acting  for  tlie 
security  of  tlie  Bank. — If  the  other  Agents  have  not  made 
similar  charges,  it  is  perhaps  because  the  same  circumstances 
and  reasons  have  not  occurred  to  justify  them. — The  payment 
of  this  or  any  other  necessary  expense  aifords  me  no  gratifica- 
tion except  that  which  arises  from  a  belief  that  the  welfare  of 
the  business  is  promoted  by  it. — The  chest  is  fastened  by  chains 
and  locks  to  the  floor  as  a  security  ag*.  robbing;  but  we  have 
no  Engines — our  buildings  are  nearly  all  of  wood,  and  it  has 
been  thought  necessary  that  the  keys  of  these  locks  which 
fasten  the  chest  to  the  floor  sh^.  be  left  at  a  place  in  town  known 
only  to  M'*.  Murphy  and  those  who  act  here  for  the  Bank,  that 
in  case  of  fire  it  might  be  moved  upon  the  shortest  possible 
notice. — If  it  were  only  with  a  view  to  the  possibility  of  an 
alarm  by  fire,  or  some  other  misfortune,  it  will  I  hope  appear 
to  the  Directors  that  the  small  advance  in  question  has  not  been 
misapplied,  that  the  continuance  of  it  w*^.  tend  to  the  safe- 
ty and  interest  of  the  institution  over  which  they  preside. — 
Richard  Bradley. 

Wilmington.  (Copy  Unsigned) 
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John  Steele  to  Grade,  Anderson  &  Co. 

Salisbuey  March  8*^.  1811. 
Gentlemen, 

Since  my  letter  of  the  4*^.  inst.  by  post  to  which  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you,  I  have  concluded  to  send  on  39 — bales  of  cotton, 
marked  l^o.  1,  by  the  waggons  of  Messrs.  Robinson,  Gilliam  and 
Thomson,  in  hopes  that  it  may  find  a  favourable  market. — I 
have  not  advanced  the  waggoners  anything  here,  and  must  beg 
the  favour  of  you  to  pay  to  each  of  them  at  the  weight  of  Two 
dollars  for  each  hundred  weight  of  their  respective  loads. — 
The  paper  of  ^N^orth  Carolina  will  probably  suit  them  for  the 
greater  part. — Soon  after  their  return  I  intend  to  send  on  the 
remainder  of  my  crop  which  will  amount  to  two,  perhaps  three 
loads  more. — If  any  of  y''.  acquaintances  wish  a  choice  parcel 
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request  them  to  examine  this  and  the  remainder .  which  is  to 
follow  in  April. — Much  the  greater  part  of  the  whole  crop  was 
gathered  during  the  dry  weather  of  last  autumn,  and  never 
rec*^.  one  drop  of  rain. — An  inspection  of  it  cannot  fail  to 
recommend  it  and  therefore  I  w^.  wish  the  purchaser  to  see  it 
and  judge  for  himself. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  suggest  anything  in  the  way  of 
limitation  or  restriction  on  y'*.  discretion  as  to  the  time  of  sale, 
or  the  price.  Do  me  the  favour  to  dispose  of  it  in  the  manner 
which  may  appear  to  you  for  the  best  advantage. — 

I  am  Gentlemen  &^. 
Copy. 

(Send  the  books) 
Messr^.  Gracie,  Anderson  &^ 
Merchants 
Petersburgh. 
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John  Br ocJcenh rough  to  John  Steele 

Bank  of  Yieginia 

Genl.  Jn«.  Steele,  March  30*^.  1811 

Sir, 

It  has  been  my  intention  to  set  out  for  the  last  three  or  four 

days  to  attend  the  Court  at  Salisbury  as  a  Witnes  in  the  trial 

of  Philips,  but  the  weather  has  been  so  bad  as  to  prevent  it. 

I  trouble  you  with  this  letter  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 

trial  postponed  from  day  to  day  until  I  can  reach  Salisbury, 

where  I  will  certainly  be  by  the  10  or  12*^.  of  April,  or  perhaps 

sooner — 

I  am  very  respectfully. 

Sir,  yr.  mo.  obt 

John  Brockenbrough 

John  Steele  esquire 

Salisbury 

ITorth  Carolina  paid 

.    17 
A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 
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John  London  to  John  Steele 

Bank  of  Cape  Fear 

29^^  August,  1811. 
Sir 

Your  favor  under  date  of  tlie  13*^  ins*,  communicating  your 
resignation  as  Agent  of  tMs  Bank  at  Salisbury,  was  imme- 
diately laid  before  tbe  Board  of  Directors,  &  tbey  sincerely  join 
witb  me  in  regretting  tbat  we  are  so  soon  to  be  deprived  of 
your  services,  which  have  always  been  held  in  much  estimation 
— &  I  am  authorised  to  say  we  should  feel  gratified  if  it  suited 
your  convenience  to  continue  in  your  present  situation. 

As  the  Board  of  Directors  are  unacquainted  at  present  who 
to  appoint  as  your  successor,  they  request  you  would  recommend 
a  suitable  person  to  them  for  that  purpose,  &  to  take  charge  of 
the  Cash,  Bonds  &  agreeably  to  your  wishes. — 

Altho'  it  is  at  present  in  discussion  to  withdraw  the  Agency 
at  Salisbury,  it  is  not  improbable,  but  on  a  reconsideration  of 
the  subject,  (which  is  soon  to  take  place)  it  may  be  deemed 
expedient  to  continue  it — in  such  case  you  will  be  advised  of 
the  result. 

The  paper  of  this  Bank  being  now  thrown  into  general  cir- 
culation, which  was  one  of  the  objects  in  creating  our  Agencies 
— but  which  is  no  longer  required  on  this  account,  &  takeing 
into  view  such  circulation  of  our  I^otes,  with  what  may  be  the 
probable  influence  of  the  State  Banks  on  receiving  our  paper, 
the  policy  of  continueing  the  Agencies  is  a  question  of  magni- 
tude with  our  Directory,  and  if  it  was  not  imposing  too  mucli 
trouble  on  you,  I  am  satisfied  your  sentiments  on  this  point, 
would  be  highly  acceptable. 

We  are  fully  persuaded  of  the  sincerity  of  your  friendly 
disposition,  &  I  feel  much  gratification  in  the  pleasure  of  com- 
municating the  thanks  of  the  Directory  for  your  Cordial  wishes 
for  the  welfare  of  the  institution,  and  I  am  Sir  with  sincere 
respect  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

John  London 
PresdK  B.  C.  Fear 

John  Steele  Esquire  Agent,  etc,  Salisbury 

A.Ij.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 
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John  Steele  to  Jesse  A.  Pearson 

Sunday  afternoon. — 
[1811?] 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  your  note  of  this  morn- 
ing, as  also  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Town  who  wish  to  honor 
me  with  their  votes  at  the  ensuing  election.  You  will  increase 
the  obligation  and  afford  me  a  new  proof  of  your  friendly 
regard  by  ^^stopping  a  proceedure''  which  however  well  intended 
would  by  no  means  accord  with  my  wishes  and  still  less  with 
the  frankness  and  sincerity  of  those  declarations  which  you  and 
others  have  so  repeatedly  heard  me  make.  If  at  the  election 
of  next  year  or  any  future  occasion  my  services  sh^.  be  again 
desired  I  will  endeavor  to  make  it  convenient  to  gratify  my 
friends  and  by  a  public  avowal  of  such  intention  obviate  the 
objections  which  occur  to  the  mode  now  suggested.  If  you 
think  it  cannot  be  as  well  done  by  writing  I  pray  you  to  come 
down  as  soon  as  you  can  and  put  a  stop  to  the  plan  in  the 
manner  which  will  be  most  certain  and  effective. 

Yours  &c. 

J.  S. 
Maj''.  Jesse  Pearson 
Richmond  Hill 

A.L.I.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Steele  to  John  London 

Salisbury  Septem^  17*^.1811. 
Sir 

Your  favor  of  the  29*^.  ult*'.  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
mine  of  the  13*^.  of  that  month  came  to  hand  by  the  mail  of 
last  week,  and  I  am  extreemly  grateful  to  you  for  the  polite 
terms  in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  refer  to  my  resig- 
nation.— (K.P)  Having  but  a  very  limited  knowledge  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Bank  and  of  the  views  of  the  Directors  I  cannot 
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suppose  tliat  any  opinion  of  mine  concerning  tlie  expediency 
of  continuing  or  discontinuing  tlie  office  of  Discount  at  this 
place  w**.  be  entitled  to  influence. — The  Directors  will  no  doubt 
on  tbis  as  on  otber  subjects  act  from  tbeir  own  views  of  the 
interest  and  dignity  of  tbe  Bank,  and  if  a  regard  to  these  sh*^. 
induce  them  to  take  the  question  again  into  consideration  I 
would  merely  recommend  that  the  business  here  be  placed  upon 
a  more  respectable  establishment,  and  with  more  liberal  com- 
pensation to  agents,  than  has  been  hitherto  allowed;  or  that 
it  be  discontinued  altogether. —  (]^.P.)  In  consequence  of  the 
request  contained  in  y^.  letter  I  have  conversed  with  M"".  Lewis 
Beard  concerning  the  recommendation  of  a  person  to  be  my 
successor,  and  requested  him  to  authorize  me  to  mention  his 
name;  but  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  after  consideration 
he  concluded  that  it  w*^.  not  suit  him  to  accept  the  appointment ; 
and  I  do  assure  you  Sir,  that  the  establishment  of  a  branch 
of  the  State  Bank^  here  has  introduced  among  us  so  many  new 
interest  and  passions,  and  has  so  revived  the  old  prejudice 
against  JN^ew  Bern  and  Cape  Fear  notes,  that  I  am  quite  at  a 
loss  to  make  a  recommendation. — I  hope  however  that  it  will 
be  convenient  to  the  Bank  to  take  the  business  out  of  my  hands 
by  the  1^*.  of  N^ovem^.  and  I  shall  hold  myself  in  readiness  to 
transfer  it  sooner  if  a  new  appoint  [ment]  can  be  made  before 
that  time. — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir 
Very  respectfully 

Your  most  ob*.  serv*. 
John  London  Esq''. 

President  of  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
Wilmington 

N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


^The  State  Bank  of  North  Carolina  was  chartered  in  1810,  with 
provision  for  a  central  bank  at  Raleigh  and  branches  at  Edenton, 
New  Bern,  Wilmington,  Fayetteville,  Tarboro,  and  Salisbury,  with  a 
capitalization  not  exceeding  $1,600,000,  of  which  $250,000  were  re- 
served for  the  State,  to  be  paid  for  in  gold  and  silver  or  stock  of 
the  United  States.  See  Boyd,  in  History  of  North  Carolina,  The 
Federal  Period,  pp.  117-138,  for  banking  problems  in  North  Carolina 
from  1804  to  1835. 
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John  London  to  John  Steele 

Wilmington  Bank  of  Cape  Fear  10*^.  Oct  1811 

Sir. 

In  consequence  of  your  not  being  able  to  recommend  a  suit- 
able person  as  your  successor  in  the  Agency  at  Salisbury 
application  has  been  to  the  Directors  at  Fayetteville,  and  M''. 
Winslow^  has  been  so  obliging  as  to  undertake  to  ride  up  & 
make  every  necessary  arrangement  with  you,  but  as  it  will  not 
be  in  his  power  to  leave  Fayetteville  till  after  their  Superior 
Court  in  the  early  part  of  JSTovember,  I  am  desired  to  request 
you  to  correspond  with  that  Gentleman  on  the  subject,  &  to 
make  such  arrangement  as  may  suit  your  mutual  convenience 
with  respect  to  meeting — This  Letter  will  be  forwarded  to  M"". 
Winslow  &  it  will  be  recommended  to  him  to  meet  your  wishes 
as  early  as  possible  after  the  Superior  Court. — It  will  be  left 
to  you  ife  M"".  Winslow  to  appoint  a  proper  person  to  the 
Agency,  &  you  will  please  consider  this  Letter  a  sufficient 
authority  for  the  delivery  of  the  Cash,  Books  &  papers  of  every 
description  delonging  to  the  Office  agreeably  to  such  instructions 
as  may  be  given  to  M"".  Winslow  for  this  purpose. 

I  am  Sir 

Very  respectfully 
Your  most  obd*.  humble  Serv*. 

John  London  Pres^, 

B.  C.  Fear. 
General  Steele,  Agent,  etc,  etc,  Salisbury. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


^John  Winslow,  of  Fayetteville.     He  was  borough  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  for  Fayetteville  from  1815  to  1819  inclusive. 
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Willie  Blount^  to  John  Steele. 

Knoxville  ]^ov.  25tli  1811. 
Dear  Sir. 

I  am  requested  by  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  tbis 
State  to  correspond  with  tbe  Governor  of  your  State  on  tbe 
subject  of  tbe  original  warrants,  platts  of  survey  and  copy  of 
Grants  for  lands  made  by  l^ortb  Carolina  tbe  locality  of  wbicb. 
is  in  tbis  State,  and  to  know  bow  tbey  may  be  obtained  for  tbe 
use  of  tbis  State. 

Under  all  circumstances  as  tbey  relate  to  tbose  Papers,  as 
tbey  relate  to  our  former  connection  witb.  I^ortb  Carolina,  to 
tbe  sovereignty  of  Tennessee  wbose  citizens  are  almost  inclu- 
sively interested  in  tbose  papers,  it  is  conceived  by  me  tbat  it 
would  be  notbing  more  tban  wbat  JSTortb  Carolina  owes  to 
berself  to  render  to  Tennessee  sucb  friendly  office.  As  it  is 
probable  tbe  Governor  will  submit  said  resolution  to  tbe  leg- 
islature for  your  proceeding  tbereon  I  trust  your  liberal  aid 
will  be  afforded  us  and  bope  tbat  you  will  tbink  witb  me  tbat 
our  application  sbould  be  granted  in  tbe  spirit  of  liberality  and 
in  a  manner  bonorable  to  your  State — I  bave  of  tbis  date  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  tbe  Governor  on  tbe  subject  inclosing  a  copy 
of  tbe  resolution  and  bave  just  been  informed  by  Mr.  Alves 
tbat  you  are  a  member  of  tbe  legislature — It  is  altogether  un- 
certain wbetber  I  sball  ever  bave  tbe  pleasure  of  seeing  you 
again  but  bope  to  experience  tbe  gratification  of  bearing  from 
you  in  your  own  words  often  and  bave  tbe  bonor  to  be  respect- 
fully 

Your  Obt.  Servant 

Willie  Blount. 

Major  General  Jobn  Steele. 

Addressed : 

Major  General  Jobn  Steele 
Raleigb. 

l^ortb  Carolina. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


^Willie  Blount  was  governor  of  Tennessee  from  1809  to  1815.  He 
was  a  brother  of  William  Blount,  former  Governor  of  the  South- 
west Territory  and  United  States  Senator  from  Tennessee. 
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Address  to  the  Commons^ 

(Dec.  23,  1811) 

Permit  me,  Gentlemen,  to  return  you  my  grateful  acknowl- 
edgements, as  well  for  the  honour  which  you  confered  upon  me 
by  placing  me  in  this  distinguished  situation  as  for  the  vote  of 
approbation  which  you  have  now  been  pleased  to  pass  upon 
my  conduct. — Though  not  altogether  without  experience  in  Leg- 
islative assemblies;  yet  owing  to  the  want  of  recent  participa- 
tion in  their  forms  of  proceeding,  I  have  frequently  found  my- 
self, as  you  must  have  observed,  in  a  state  of  doubt  and  embar- 
rassment ;  from  which  your  candid  and  liberal  support  has  ever 
been  ready  to  relieve  me. — To  the  same  spirit  of  candor  and 
liberality  I  still  look  for  indulgence  and  for  such  apologies  and 
explanations,  as  involuntary  errors  on  my  part  may  seem  to 
render  necessary. — Errors  I  must  have  committed,  in  a  situa- 
tion so  new  and  untried  to  me  it  could  scarcely  be  otherwise, 
though  I  beg  the  House  to  be  assured  that  they  were  in  no 
instance  nonintentional. — It  has  been  my  invariable  object,  as 
it  sh*^.  be  the  object  of  every  man  in  a  public  station,  so  to  con- 
duct in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  as  to  secure  the  approbation 
of  his  own  judgment  and  conscience ;  and  if  in  addition  to  this  I 
have  been  so  fortunate  on  the  present  occasion  as  to  merit  your 
approbation,  I  shall  consider  myself  doubly  rewarded. — Before 
we  separate.  Gentlemen,  permit  me  also  to  assure  you  individ- 
ually of  my  best  wishes,  that  you  may  all  return  in  health  and 
in  safety  to  y''.  families  and  respective  places  of  abode,  and 
that  our  country  which  now  seems  to  be  agitated  by  alarms  may 
long,  very  long  continue  to  enjoy  without  interruption,  the  in- 
estimable blessings  of  peace,  liberty,  and  self  government. 

(]^o  date,  or  other  endorsement,  but  in  Steele's  handwriting. ) 
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^When  William  Hawkins  was  elected  governor  December  9,  1811, 
John  Steele  was  elected  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
succeed  him.  The  legislative  session  was,  in  this  year,  November 
18,  to  December  23;  Steele's  period  of  service  as  speaker  extending 
from  December  9.  The  above  address  was  delivered  to  the  House 
upon  the  eve  of  adjournment,  Dec.  23.  Journal  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  1811. 
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(John  Steele)  to  [No  Address] 

Salisbury,  February  23d.  1812. 
Dear  Sir 

I  have  tlie  pleasure  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  jr.  favr. 
of  tlie  lOth  inst.  It  always  serves  to  confirm  me  in  my  own 
opinions  of  public  men  and  measures,  wben  I  find  tbat  they 
receive  tbe  sanction  of  yr.  concurrence  or  approbation;  and  es- 
pecially wben  I  am  under  the  necessity  (as  has  been  the  case 
some  years  past)  of  forming  those  opinions  on  information 
which  generally  speaking  is  either  imperfect  or  deceptive.  Let 
the  intentions  of  the  Administration  be  what  they  may,  war 
with  Great  Britain  and  alliance  with  France,  appear  to  be  the 
natural  and  inevitable  consequences  of  their  measures.  They 
have  gone  on  step  by  step  until  their  free  agency  is  totally  lost 
in  the  choice  of  difficulties;  and  must  now  either  do  right  and 
ruin  themselves,  or  continue  to  do  wrong  and  ruin  the  country. 
If  they  retreat  they  incur  contempt,  if  they  advance,  as  a  party 
they  are  ruined.  So  that  in  any  event  their  career  I  think  will 
be  short,  and  will  probably  terminate  by  the  election  of  a  new 
President. 

(The  late  report  of  the  Secty.  of  the  Treasy.  will  cool  the  war 
fever  in  some,  perhaps  it  may  place  a  considerable  number  un- 
der the  banners  of  E. — ph ;  consisting  chiefly  of  the  virtuous, 
the  wavering,  the  timid,  but  that  part  of  the  pack  which  are 
well  trained  and  thoroughbred.  The  late  report  of  the  Secty. 
of  the  Treasy.  will  probably  cool  the  war  fever  in  some,  and 
may  perhaps,  so  far  awaken  the  body  of  the  people  from  their 
lethargy.  If  this  effect  shd.  be  produced  we  shall  be  indebted 
for  it  to  the  late  report  of  the  Secty.  of  the  Treasy.  which  is 
admirably  calculated  to  cool  the  war  fever  and  to  awaken  the 
body  of  the  people  from  a  state  of  the  most  stupid  indifference, 
to  something  like  soundness  of  mind,  and  reflection  upon  the 
danger  of  their  situation.  As  to  our  business  as  planters,  I 
am  precisely  in  the  same  state  of  doubt  and  perplexity  which 
you  describe,  and  wd.  implore  heavens  best  blessings  upon  the 
man  who  could  advise  me  what  to  do  in  order  to  obtain  a  rea- 
sonable reward  for  my  industry.     My  whole  views  for  some 
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yrs.  past  have  been  directed  to  tlie  culture  of  cotton  as  a  cash 
article.     I  have  last  crop  abt.  bales  on  hand,  and  have  so 

increased  my  force  and  opened  my  lands  as  to  be  able  in  the 
next  crop  to  make  from  bales  to  and  being  prepared 

for  the  culture  of  this  article;  and  nothing  else  I  am  in  the 
situation  of  man  who  has  no  encouragement  to  advance,  and 
is  either  unprepared  and  unwilling  to  change  his  course. 

(Copy  Unsigned) 


Joseph  Pearson  to  John  Steele 

Washington  March  2^  1812 
My  D'  Sir. 

If  the  occasional  communications  which  I  have  made  have 
tinded  either — to  inform,  or  amuse,  I  am  sufficiently  rewarded. 
So  little  real  excitement,  has  been  produced  here,  by  the  violent 
&  inconsistent  declarations  &  acts  of  our  rulers,  that  to  me,  it  is 
not  strange  the  same  apathy  &  incredulity  should  exist  with 
the  people  of  the  country — They  have  suffered  so  long  with 
patient  indifference,  as  almost  to  have  ceased  to  expect  good 
or  fear  evil.  My  opinion  uniformly  has  been,  that  administra- 
tions know  too  late  the  object,  the  means  &  the  result  of  a  war, 
to  have  systematically  resolved  on  that  event. 

The  sincerity  of  the  majority  men — is  now  coming  to  the 
test  on  the  tax  resolutions^ — The  three  first  have  passed — the 
^th  YI2.  the  tax  on  salt  has  been  rejected  by  3  votes^ — the  vote 
on  this  resolution,  which  is  the  first  that  strikes  at  popularity, 
is  deemed  ominous  of  the  fate  of  the  other  resolutions — which 
are  more  odious  &  better  understood,  because  more  immediately 
felt  by  the  people.  The  troops  of  the  Palace  are  much  discon- 
certed— some  of  them  say  the  war  is  at  an  end  &  that  a  party 
divided  among  themselves  are  unfit  &  unable  to  govern — A  mo- 


^The  so-called  "war-taxes"  in  preparation  for  the  impending 
contest  with  Great  Britain.  The  new  taxes  were  to  be  of  three 
great  classes:  duties  of  import  and  tonnage,  internal  duties,  and  a 
direct  tax  of  three  millions.  See  McMaster,  III,  442,  et  seq.,  for  the 
government's  taxation  policy  in  the  war  of  1812.  Also  Annals  of 
Congress,  Twelfth  Congress,  February  and  March,  1812. 

^The  vote  was:  yeas  57,  nays  60,  Pearson  voting  in  the  negative. 
Annals,  Twelfth  Congress,  p.  1115,  Part  I. 
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tion^  lias  this  moment  been  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
salt  resolution — it  may  possibly  succeed,  but  the  sentiment  on 
the  subject  will  be  the  same  &  will  shew  itself  if  a  Bill  is  re- 
ported. The  situation  in  which  the  majority  now  are,  con- 
vinces me  of  the  policy  of  our  course,  &  the  probability  is  we 
may  not  have  occasion  to  change  it  during  the  Session. 

By  the  Frigate  Constitution  which  arrived  the  other  day 
direct  from  France,  dispatches  were  received  from  Barlow,^ 
but  no  publicity  has  been  given  to  them,  except  the  few  re- 
marks which  you  will  see  in  the  Intelligencer^ — I  have  however, 
some  reason  to  believe,  that  an  arrangement  has,  or  is  confi- 
dently expected  to  be  made,  with  the  French  government.  The 
dispatches  were  immediately  answered,  &  one  of  our  public  ves- 
sels is  about  to  sail  immediately  to  F.  &  England — so  that  at  all 
events  the  war  will  I  presume  from  this  circumstance  be  post- 
poned longer  than  the  arrival  of  the  Hornet — which  has  hith- 
erto been  assumed  as  the  period  for  determining  on  war  or 
peace — I  have  but  little  doubt,  that  Bounaparte  will  be  dis- 
posed to  relax  somewhat  in  our  favor  with  the  hope  of  driving 
us  to  War  with  England — If  to  effect  this,  he  goes  the  full 
length  of  doing  us  justice  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  Executive  will 
•convert  it  to  the  fair — honorable  &  popular  purpose  of  affecting 
an  arrangement  also  with  G  Britain — Such  things  would  relieve 
the  country,  at  least  for  a  time,  &  secure  M'*.  Madison's  next 
election,  which  is  no  small  object  with  himself  &  his  friends^ — I 
am  not  sanguine,  but  do  not  dispair  of  such  a  result — particular- 
ly as  the  other  alternative  must  be  War  or  more  complete  dis- 
grace— From  those  speculations,  I  should  set   a  higher  value 


*Made  by  Representative  Thomas  Gholson,  of  Virginia. 

^Joel  Barlow,  Minister  from  tlie  United  States  to  France,  1811- 
1812.  Died  in  Dec.  1812,  while  on  his  way  to  interview  Napoleon  in 
Poland. 

^The  National  Intelligencer,  the  able  Washington  newspaper, 
whose  first  number  appeared  October  31,  1800.  It  served  with 
dignity  and  usefulness  the  role  of  a  party  organ  (Republican),  both 
under  its  original  publisher,  Samuel  Harrison  Smith,  and  then 
under  the  famous  firm  of  Gales  and  Seaton. 

^President  James  Madison  was  opposed  for  reelection  in  1812  by  a 
strong  faction  of  the  Republican  party  which  endorsed  DeWitt 
Clinton,  of  New  York,  as  "anti-war"  candidate,  though  war  had 
been  declared  June  18,  prior.  Madison  received  128  electoral  votes 
to  Clinton's  89,  though  most  of  the  Federalists  had  supported  the 
latter  also. 


The  Steele  Papeks  671 

on  our  produce  than  the  present  price,  tho  we  may  not  realise 
for  several  months — perhaps  not  before  the  rise  of  Congress — 
I  offer  this  opinion  with  diffidence  &  doubt,  but  such  as  it  is, 
offer  it  to  you  &  my  friends,  with  the  reasons  on  which  it  is 
founded — 

We  shall  not  adjourn  before  May,  unless  it  be  a  temporary 
adjournment — which  is  slightly  mentioned — 

I  have  had  some  difficulty  in  fixing  a  proper  person  for  the 
command  of  a  company  from  my  District  in  the  about  to  he 
army^ — ultimately  named  Maj"*.  Freeling,  H.  H.  Carson.^ 
Spruce,  M.  Osborn^  &  Jacob  Crider* — CoP.  Polk^  having  de- 
clined accepting  the  command  of  the  Regiment — Gen\  Wilborn*^ 
prevailed  with  the  Delegation  by  two  votes — Dan\  Forney'^  was. 
added  to  the  list  of  first  officers  as  2"^  Maj''. 

You  will  oblige  me  by  communicating  the  contents  of  this 
serial  to  such  of  our  friends  as  may  be  near  you. 

Present  me  to  M^^.  Steele  &  the  young  Ladies  &  accept  the; 
assurance  of  my  respect  &  regard — 

J^  Peaeson 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


*The  act  authorizing  the  President  to  accept  and  organize  certain 
volunteer  and  military  corps  was  approved  February  6,  1812.  See 
Puhlic  Acts  of  Congress,  Annals,  Twelfth  Congress  2;  2235. 

^Hugh  H.  Carson,  N.  C.  Commissioned  First  Lieutenant  in  the 
U.  S.  10th  Regiment  of  Infantry  April  30,  1812. 

^Spruce  Macay  Osborne  became  a  surgeon  in  the  Army  and  was 
killed  in  the  massacre  of  Fort  Mimms,  1813.  Rumple,  Rowan 
County,  164. 

*Jacob  Krider  became  captain  of  a  Rowan  County  company  of 
militia  in  a  regiment  under  Colonel  Jesse  A.  Pearson  which  moved 
against  the  Creek  Indians  of  the  Southwest  in  1814.  See,  for 
Krider's  services,  Rumple,  343-344. 

''Colonel  William  Polk. 

^James  Welborn,  commissioned  colonel  of  10th  Regiment,  12th 
March,  1812.     Served  throughout  the  war. 

''Daniel  Morgan  Forney,  commissioned  major  in  the  2d  Regiment 
of  Artillery,  12th  March,  1812.  He  was  of  Lincoln  County;  became 
a  member  of  Congress,  1815-1818,  and  served  also  as  State  Senator, 
1823-1826.    Wheeler's  Sketches  of  N.  C,  II,  245.    Army  Register. 
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William  Polk  to  John  S,teele 

Kaleigh  April  4*^.  1812 
8ir, 

Some  weeks  ago  I  received  from  M^.  Turner^  &  M''.  Macon^ 
each  a  letter  informing  me  that  the  '^^.  Carolina  Delegation  had 
unanimously  agreed  to  recommend  me  to  the  President  as  Col- 
onel to  command  a  Regiment  in  the  new  Army  to  he  raised; 
and  that  they  had  been  requested  to  know  of  me  whether  I 
would  serve — I  wrote  to  each  of  these  Gentlemen  and  stated 
that  I  had  no  wish  to  enter  into  Military  service;  but  that 
if  I  had,  the  command  of  a  Regiment,  (being  the  grade  what 
I  held  during  the  Revolutionary  War)  would  not  command 
my  services — I  went  just  thus  far  and  no  farther. 

A  few  days  ago  I  received  from  each  of  the  above  named 
Gentleman  a  letter,  stating  that  I  had  been  nominated  by  the 
President  to  the  Senate  a  Brigadier  General  &  that,  that  Body 
had  unanimously  approved  the  nomination  and  appointment. — 
They  both  state  in  explicit  terms  that  they  know  of  no  rec- 
ommendation having  been  made  to  the  President  or  Secretary 
in  my  behalf  for  this  appointment. 

M'*.  Eustis^  has  notified  me  officially  &  requested  my  answer 
whether  I  would  accept  or  otherwise;  I  have  answered  him  & 
requested  time  to  think  on  the  matter. 

There  is  no  circumstance  which  for  a  length  of  time  has  given 
me  so  much  uneasiness  as  this  same  appointment,  I  am  dis- 
tressed and  embarressed  to  determine  what  course  to  take  in  the 
premises.  The  appointment  is  equal  to  my  expectations  had  I 
a  wish  to  enter  into  service;  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  made,  unsolicited  by  myself  or  by  my  friends  is  flattering 
&  honorable — Should  I  refuse  the  offer ;  it  might  be  said  &  will 
I  have  no  doubt,  (should  that  be  the  course  adopted)  that  I  was 


^James  Turner,  United  States  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  1806- 
1815. 

^Nathaniel  Macon,  Representative  from  North  Carolina,  1791- 
1816;  U.  S.  Senator,  1816-1828;  Speaker  of  House  of  Representatives, 
1801-1807. 

^William  Eustis,  of  Massachusetts,  Representative  in  Congress, 
1801-1805;  Secretary  of  War,  1809-1813;  Minister  to  the  Nether- 
lands, 1814-1818;  Representative  in  Congress,  1820-1823;  Governor 
of  Massachusetts,  1823  to  his  death,  1825. 
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actuated  by  party  motives;^  that  it  was  on  account  of  my  dis 
aprobation  to  the  measures  of  the  government  &  dislike  to  its 
ruler — That  I  was  friendly  to  the  British  Government — That 
I  had  accepted  of  an  appointment  under  a  former  administra- 
tion of  an  interesting  nature  &  that  not  now  accepting  when 
the  country  was  in  arms  might  fairly  be  attributed  to  mercenary 
motives.^  But  should  I  accept,  I  foresee  that  my  estate  in 
Carolina  which  is  at  considerable  distance  apart,  must  suffer 
for  want  of  my  attention,  that  my  Landed  affairs  in  Tennessee 
would  be  all  but  ruined — that  I  should  surrender  a  pleasant  and 
profitable  office  which  I  now  hold^  &  which  will  soon  be  better, 
&  at  my  own  door — that  I  shall  loose  &  forfeit  the  society  of 
my  friends  and  above  all  that  of  my  Wife  &  little  children — 
Under  this  view  of  the  matter  and  in  my  distracted  &  em- 
barrassed situation,  I  am  disposed  to  ask  advice — I  have  on 
many  former  occasions  experienced  &  proffited  by  your  opinions 
&  advice  and  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  not  hesitate  again 
to  be  my  Mentor  on  the  present  occasion.  Write  if  you  can  by 
the  return  Mail,  at  all  events  by  the  next — tell  me  your  mind 
freely  &  generally — 

I  am  truly  &  sincerely 
your  friend  & 

ob*  servant 
General  Steele  Will  Polk 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


William  Thornton  to  John  Steele. 

City  of  Washington  18th.  April  1812. 
Dear  Sir 

I  have  just  learnt  that  Colonel  Pearson,  your  worthy  Son-in- 
law,  is  going  off  this  Day,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  avail  myself 
of  his  return  to  forward  to  you  two  hundred  Dollars  on  Acct. 


^Polk  was  a  Federalist   in   politics,   and   often   was   not   without 
partisan  rancor. 

^He  had  been  Supervisor  of  Federal  Revenue  from  1790  to  1801. 
^President  of  the  State  Bank,  1811-1819. 
Vol.  2—14 


674        The  ISTokth  Carolina  Histoeical  Commission 

of  tlie  Taxes  of  my  Lands  in  iN^ortli  Carolina,  wliicli  you  will  be 
so  kind  as  to  retain  for  me  till  the  Sheriff,  Mr.  Migginson, 
writes  to  you  on  tlie  Subject,  and  gives  a  statement  of  what  is 
due. 

I  would  not  venture  to  give  you  this  trouble  but  I  do  not 
know  any  Eriend  in  your  part  of  the  Country  that  I  can  call 
upon  in  such  confidence.  I  hope  therefore  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  excuse  me,  for  taking  this  liberty. 

I  am  still  very  unwell  &  my  Head  aches  very  much  at  this 
time.  Be  so  kind  as  to  present  our  best  respects  to  the  Ladies 
of  your  Family,  &  believe  me  dear  Sir,  very 

sincerely  &  respectfully  yrs.  &c. 

William   Thoenton. 
General  Steele.) 
Addressed : 

General  Steele 
at  his  Seat 
near  Salisbury 
ISTorth  Carolina. 
Favd.  by  Col.  Pearson 

Endorsed : 
Dr.  Thornton 
April  18th  1812. 

The  money  within  mentioned  $200 — ^was  reed,  and  de- 
posited to  my  credit  at  the  State  Bank  on  the  8th  May 
1812. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


William  Thornton  to  John  Steele 

City  of  Washington  28*^ :  May  1812 
Dear  Sir 

I  received  your  very  kind  &  friendly  letter,  for  w^^ — ^I  return 
my  sincere  thanks. — I  have  recovered  very  much  in  my  looks 
and  flesh,  but  am  still  affected  by  the  numbness  which  indicates 
a  disposition  to  palsy.     The  last  week   I^icholas  King   died 


The  Steele  Papers  675 

suddenly.  He  was  a  little  indisposed,  and  in  the  night  was 
seized  with  a  numbness  in  his  Hands,  a  fit  came  on  &  before  aid 
could  be  administered  he  had  departed.  D^ :  Elsey  tried  to  bleed 
him,  but  in  vain. — Life  is  very  precarious  &  we  ought  to  be 
always  prepared. 

I  took  the  liberty  of  sending  to  you  by  Colonel  Pearson^  two 
hundred  Dollars,  to  be  sent  forward  to  M^:  Migginson  the 
Sheriff,  and  I  must  request  your  excuse  for  this  liberty,  as  I 
had  done  it  before  I  rec*^.  your  favour. — I  will  follow  your 
advice,  and  am  oblige  by  it. — Please  to  forward  tne  Money  to 
the  Sheriff  as  soon  as  possible. — 

I  scarcely  remember  now  whether  I  rec*^.  the  Letter  you 
mention  relative  to  the  appointment  of  one  of  your  Friends 
to  a  Majority,  but  as  well  as  I  can  now  recollect  I  did 
receive  it  &  presented  it  to  the  President.  I  well  remember  the 
application  but  I  did  not  immediately  recollect  whether  it  was 
by  a  letter  from  you  or  you  had  requested  me  to  apply  in 
behalf  of  your  friend.  Was  it  not  for  Major  Pearson?^  I  think 
it  was. — 

I  have  not  had  any  increase  of  Salary,  though  the  Sec^.  of 
State  was  desirous  of  giving  it,  but  the  Presd*.  has  not  given 
me  that  friendly  aid  that  I  thought  myself  entitled  to  expect. — 
If  I  had  never  accepted  any  Employment  under  the  last  & 
present  administration  I  should  I  really  believe  have  been  many 
thousand  DolP.  better  in  Situation  than  at  present.^  Man  is  a 
very  selfish  Animal. 


I  really  think  a  Friend  at  Court 
Is  but  a  kind  of  Friend  in  sport 


iJoseph  Pearson,  See  Steele  to  Thornton  p.   678. 

^Jesse  A.  Pearson.  He  did  not  receive  this  appointment,  but  in 
1814  commanded  troops,  as  colonel,  in  General  Joseph  Graham's 
brigade  that  marched  against  the  southwestern  Indians.  He  was 
afterward  elected  major-general  of  the  State  Militia. 

^Doctor  Thornton  was  head  of  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office  from  1802 
to  his  death  in  1827. 
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Please  to  give  our  best  respects  &  good  wishes  for  the  happi- 
ness of  the  ladies  of  your  Family,  &  accept  the  same  yourself 
from  dear  Sir 

yours  very  sincerely  &  respectfully  & 

William  Thornton — 
General  Steele 
Endorsed 
"Jas  Monroe 
Dept  of  State" 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Stanly'^  to  John  Steele 

l^EWBERN  21  June  1812. 
Dear  Sir. 

M^.  Eli  Smallwood  of  this  place,  contemplating  a  Summery 
relaxation  from  the  business  of  the  Counting  room  and  ware 
house,  may  visit  Salisbury  and  is  desirous  of  the  honor  of  your 
acquaintance.  Permit  me  to  introduce  him  to  you — M^.  Small- 
wood  is  a  man  of  fortune  and  though  ranked  as  a  democrat  is 
a  liberal  politician,  a  gentleman  and  my  friend. 

I  seize  with  pleasure  the  occasion  of  giving  the  assurance 
of  the  high  esteem 

Of  your  obed*  Sev*. — 

Jn^  Stanly. 
Gen^  Steele 

(By)  Mr.  Smallwood 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


iJohn  Stanly,  of  Craven  County,  b.  1774,  d.  1834.  He  was  a  fre- 
quent and  influential  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  between 
1798  and  1826;  a  member  of  Congress,  7th  and  11th  Congresses;  and 
an  ardent  Federalist  in  politics.  September  6,  1802,  Stanly  killed 
Ex-Governor  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  in  a  duel  fought  over  political 
and  personal  differences.  Wheeler,  Reminiscences,  134-135,  Weeks, 
The  Duello  in  North  Carolina. 
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William  Thornton  to  John  Steele 

City  of  Washington  7th  July  1812 — 
Dear  Sir. 

I  find  Mr.  Pearson  departs  this  Day,  &  I  am  desirous  of 
writing  a  few  lines,  not  only  to  return  to  you  my  sincere  thanks 
for  your  kind  attention  in  giving  the  Information  (co)ntained 
in  your  favour  of  the  25th  ulto.,  but  also  to  inform  you  that 
I  have  sent  three  hundred  &  fifty  Dollars  more,  by  Mr.  Pearson, 
which  I  have  no  doubt  will  arrive  safely;  and  which,  with  the 
two  hundred  already  received,  I  pray  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to 
forward,  with  the  inclosed  Letter  to  Mr.  Migginson,  &  whatever 
expense  you  may  be  at  I  will  chearfully  repay;  besides  re- 
turning my  particular  thanks  for  your  friendly  attention. 
I  shewed  to  Mr.  Pearson  the  return  I  have  made  of  my  Lands, 
and  he  said  there  was  no  occasion  to  return  more  than  the 
quantity.  I  hope  therefore  that  the  return  made  will  answer : 
if  not  a  few  lines  from  you,  giving  me  such  information  as 
may  be  necessary,  will  be  gratefully  received.  If  the  money 
sent  should  not  be  enough  I  will  send  more  by  the  post.  I  shall 
not  say  any  thing  about  news,  as  this  letter  will  I  presume  be 
handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Pearson  who  will  do  more  than  tell  what 
is  passing.  He  will  give  you  the  Causes.  My  Family  join  me 
in  affectionate  remembrances  of  the  kindnesses  we  have  re- 
ceived from  your  hands,  &  we  beg  our  best  regards  may  be 
accepted  by  you  all.    I  am 

Dear  Sir  very  sincerely  yrs, 

William  Thornton. 

General  Steele. 

I  will  thank  you  to  send  one  of  the  Letters  to  Mr.  Brooks — 
by  Concord,  the  other  by  any  private  conveyance,  or  it  will  be 
best  to  send  a  messenger  at  once.  He  lives  about  15  miles  from 
Concord,  but  nearer  Salisbury  I  think.  Or  if  you  know  of  any 
Magistrate  to  whom  you  could  send  the  one  that  is  free  from 
corrections  you  might  cut  it  off  and  direct  it  at  once  to  him, 
and  state  (torn)  other  that  at  my  request  you  had  done  so; 
for  if  Mr.  Br(ooks)  should  not  be  at  home  I  fear  it  might  be 
too  late  to  reach  the  Magistrate  in  time;  and  it  is  material  to 
have  the  return  made  in  due  time.    If  the  money  could  also  be 
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paid  as  soon  as  possible  I  should  be  glad,  for  I  sbould  be  in 
difficulties  if  any  part  of  tbe  land  were  to  be  sacrificed,  and 
nothing  must  therefore  be  left  undone  to  fulfil  what  is  requisite. 

Yrs.  dear  Sir  sincerely 

W,  Thoenton. 


(Opposite  sheet) 

John  Steele  to  William  Thornton 

Salisbtjey  October  4th  1812. 
Dear  Sir, 

By  a  letter  from  me  in  August  last  you  were  informed  that 
I  had  paid  the  Sheriff  of  Montgomery  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
leasing yr.  lands  the  sum  of  $429.05 

You  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  a  bill  of  exchange) 
drawn  by  Jos.  Chambers  Cash'",  of  our  Branch  ( 

Bank  on  the  Cashr.  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsyl-  ) 

vania  dated  the  2d  (torn)  for  ( 

120.95 

$550.00. 

Making  together  the  sum  of  Five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  the 
amount  transmitted  by  you  to  me  by  post  and  by  Joseph  Pear- 
son Esq.  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned. 

Be  pleased  to  inform  me  of  the  payment  of  this  bill  of  exchange 
as  soon  as  you  shall  have  reed  the  money. 
I  am  Dear  Sir 

Very  respectfully  &c. 

Jno.  Steele. 
Dr.  Wm.  Thornton. 


Benjamin  Migginson  to  John  Steele 

Allenton  27th  July  1812. 
Sir 

I  shall  be  in  Salisbury  on  Tu[e]sday  the  4  of  August  Next, 
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to   Settle  Doctr.   Thornton  Taxes  in  Montgomery,   With  you, 
as  he  Wrot  to  me  that  you  Will  Settle  his  Taxes  with  me  &c. 

I  am  your  Hble  &c 

Benjamin  Migginson 
Genl.  Jno.  Steele. 
Addressed  : 

Genl.  John  Steele 
Salisbury 
KG. 
Mr.  Deberry. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Steele  to  Joseph  Pearson 

Saeisbuey  Aug.  31«*.  1812 
Dear  Sir. 

Within  a  few  days  past  CoP.  Pearson^  communicated  to  us  a 
letter  addressed  to  you  from  a  committee  of  the  Federalists  in 
Philadelphia  requesting  to  know  the  opinions  and  prospects  of 
their  friends  here  concerning  the  election  of  De  Witt  Clinton 
for  the  office  of  President.^ — They  state  as  recommendations  in 
his  favor,  the  place  of  his  residence — ^his  attachments — ^his 
asserted  freedom  from  foreign  influence — his  avowed  hostility 
to  the  anticommercial  system — the  purity  of  his  private,  com- 
bined with  the  energy  of  his  public,  character — ^the  positive 
declaration  which  he  has  made  that  he  is  desirous  of  peace — 
that  he  will  make  no  foreign  alliances,  and  that  his  administra- 
tion will  be  impartial. — 

Apprehending  that  as  the  time  for  preparation  is  now  grow- 
ing short  the  Committee  might  wish  to  hear  from  you  before 
we  can  have  an  opportunity  of  consulting  our  friends  in  other 


^Jesse  A.  Pearson. 

^DeWitt  Clinton,  of  New  York  was  launched  in  1812  as  candidate 
for  the  presidency  by  the  anti-war  and  anti-embargo  Republicans 
in  opposition  to  Madison.  The  expectation  was  that  the  opposition 
candidate  would  also  command  the  votes  of  the  Federalists  through- 
out the  country.  This  occurred.  Clinton  carried  the  whole  of  New 
England,  together  with  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and 
Maryland,  securing  89  votes  to  Madison's  128. 
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sections  of  tlie  State  and  presuming  tliat  a  difference  of  opinion 
cannot  well  exist  among  them  concerning  tlie  obligations  of 
duty  and  ot  patriotism  whicli  we  are  all  under  to  rescue  our 
country,  if  possible,  from  its  present  perilous  situation,  we  have 
concluded  without  further  delay  to  authorize  you  to  inform  the 
committee  as  an  answer  to  their  letter,  that  we  concur  with 
them  entirely  in  the  general  view  which  they  have  taken  of 
the  subject,  and  relying  with  confidence  on  the  correctness  of 
the  information  which  they  have  given  us  of  the  character  and 
views  of  M"*.  Clinton,  that  we  will  to  the  utmost  of  our  power 
cooperate  with  them  in  supporting  his  election,  and  in  opposing 
the  reelection  of  M^.  Madison. — Indeed  there  is  but  one  opinion 
among  the  Federalists  here,  which  is,  that  we  cannot  look  back 
upon  the  conduct  of  M^.  Madison  without  sentiments  of  the 
most  unqualified  disapprobation,  and  entertaining  such  senti- 
ments it  would  be  dastardly,  if  not  criminal,  to  fold  our  arms 
and  silently  acquiesce  in  the  continuation  of  his  power. — 

As  to  the  vote  of  the  State  two  modes  have  occurred  to 
render  it  in  some  degree  efficient. — The  first  is  to  press  the 
Governor  to  convene  the  Legislature  before  the  usual  time  of 
meeting,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  repeal  of  the  Electoral  law 
of  last  session,^  and  of  restoring  to  the  people  the  right  of 
election,  in  which  case  we  may  calculate  on  the  probable  success 
of  from  three  tO'  six,  who  will  vote  ag^.  the  administration. — 
An  application  from  the  members  of  this  Borough  and  county 
is  forwarded  to  the  Governor  and  will  appear  in  the  Minerva 
and  Star"^  to  induce  others  to  follow  the  example. — If  the 
Governor  will  not  convene  the  Legislature,^  our  second  resource 
is  to  ascertain  by  candid  and  confidential  communications  with 
few   of  the   leading   Republicans   who   are   not    committed   by 


^The  General  Assembly  of  1811  (Nov.  18-Dec.  23),  passed  an  act 
placing  the  choice  of  presidential  electors  in  the  hands  of  the 
Assembly.  The  clear  purpose  of  this  was  to  make  sure  of  the 
State's  whole  electoral  vote  for  the  Republican  candidate  in  1812. 
It  had  that  effect.    Laios  of  North  Carolina,  1811,  p.  5. 

^The  Star  (Raleigh),  from  July  17  through  August  and  Septem- 
ber, 1812i,  carries  letters  and  discussion  upon  the  question  of  repeal 
of  the  Electoral  L-aw  of  1811,  but  does  not  contain  the  Salisbury  and 
Rowan  application  to  the  Governor. 

^Governor  William  Hawkins  (1811-1814)  did  not  convene  a  special 
legislature  as  advocated  by  Steele  and  other  Federalists.  Never- 
theless the  law  of  1811  was  repealed  by  the  Assembly  of  1812  (Nov. 
16-Dec.  25),  after  the  presidential  election.    Laws  of  1812,  p.  9. 
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caucus  votes,  wlietlier  M"".  Clinton  lias  any  friends  in  this  State 
of  sufficient  weight  to  divide  that  party  in  the  Legislature,  and 
with  the  help  of  the  Federalists  to  afford  a  tolerable  chance  of 
success. — By  showing  clearly  that  we  have  no  personal  or  party 
views  in  our  opposition  to  M^.  Madison,  it  will  perhaps  be  less 
difficult  to  induce  some  of  them  to  take  the  lead  and  declare  open- 
ly in  favor  of  Clinton. — We  have  confided  the  primary  manage- 
ment of  this  part  of  the  plan  to  our  friend  Gen^  Polk^  at  E-aleigh, 
with  some  general  indications  of  our  opinions  of  the  course  to  be 
pursued  which  it  is  not  necessary  now  to  repeat. — We  have  the 
most  perfect  confidence  in  his  judgment  and  discretion,  and 
from  his  central  situation  entertain  no  doubt  that  he  will  soon 
be  able  to  discover  whether  any  of  the  Republicans  of  weight 
with  their  party  will  take  the  lead  and  cooperate  with  us  or 
not. — Until  this  doubt  is  removed  we  w^.  wish  it  to  be  recom- 
mended to  our  friends  in  Philadelphia  to  suspend  the  nomina- 
tion of  a  candidate  for  the  Vice  Presidency.^ — Our  opinion  on 
this  point  is,  that  to  couple  a  Federalist  with  Clinton  might 
and  probably  w^.  endanger  the  main  object,  while  by  leaving  it 
open  for  the  present  it  may  operate  as  an  inducement  to  the 
Republicans  of  Pennsylvania  and  I^orth  Carolina  to  add  their 
weight  to  our  Scale. — We  have  taken  measures  to  sound  M^. 
Macon,^  and  Governor  H.* — of  this  State  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  such  an  overture  w**.  be  relished  by  them. — 

We  do  not  recollect  any  other  republican  in  this  State  whom 
it  is  at  all  probable  the  Federalists  in  our  Legislature  w^.  be 
willing  to  support. — For  many  reasons  which  may  not  be  sug- 
gested at  present,  we  apprehend  that  it  w^.  be  extremely  in- 
auspicious to  offer  the  Vice  Presidency  to  either  of  the  Smith's 


^William  Polk,  president  of  State  Bank,  Raleigh. 

^Jared  Ingersoll,  Federalist,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  named  as  the 
vice-presidential  candidate  by  the  opposition,  and  secured  three 
votes  less  than  Clinton,  the  presidential  candidate.  Elbridge  Gerry, 
of  Massachusetts,  vice-presidential  candidate  with  Madison,  secured 
three  more  votes  than  his  chief. 

^Nathaniel  Macon  had  long  held  out  in  his  opposition  to  war 
measures  by  Congress;  nevertheless  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
encouraged  this  proposed  split  in  his  party.  Cf.  Dodd,  Life  of 
Nathaniel  Macon,  281. 

^Governor  William  Hawkins.  Governor  Hawkins  not  only  did  not 
flirt  with  the  Federalists  in  party  divisions,  but  rendered  a  whole- 
hearted support  to  Madison's  administration  throughout  the  war. 
See  M.  DeL.  Haywood  in  Ashe's  Biog,  Hist,  of  N.  C,  V.  154-160. 
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of  Baltimore;^  and  we  wish,  tliat  this  opinion  may  be  com- 
municated to  our  friends  in  Philadelphia  as  one  which  merits 
their  serious  consideration. — 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  &^. 
The  hon'^^^  Joseph  Pearson  Esq^ 
City  of  Washington 

[Copy,  unsigned,  Steele's  handwriting] 

Copy  of  a  letter  to  the  hon^^®.  Joseph  Pearson 
Aug*.  31st.  1812 


Benjamin  8toddert^  to  John  Steele 

Bladenboeo  3  Sept"^.  1812 
My  Dear  Sir 

Waving  all  ceremony — all  professions  of  kindness,  Friend- 
ship &c,  I  proceed  at  once  to  the  object  of  this  letter. 

You  must  see  with  me,  &  all  men  who  can  see,  that  without 
a  change  of  Adm° — our  Country  is  ruined. 

I  have  long  been  of  opinion  that  a  change  would  be  effected 
in  no  other  way,  than  by  setting  up  John  Marshall^  (another 
Yirg'^.  &  of  Virg°^  we  have  had  enough)  as  the  opponent  of 
Madison. 

East  of  Penns^.  there  are  88  Electoral  votes  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe,  they  will  be  united  for  D.  Clinton^ — 
or  for  a  Fed.  whichever  may  be  determined  on  to  be  the  oppo- 


^Samuel  Smith,  Representative  from  Maryland,  1793  to  1803; 
U.  S.  Senator,  1803  to  1815;  again  Representative  from  1822  to  1823; 
died  at  Baltimore,  1839.  Robert  Smith,  brother  of  Samuel  Smith, 
also  of  Baltimore,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  1802-1805;  U.  S.  Attorney- 
General,  1805-1809;  Secretary  of  State  1809  until  his  dismissal  by 
President  Madison  in  November,  1811,  for  anti-administration 
activity;   died  in  Baltimore,  1842. 

^See  note  1  to  letter  of  Benjamin  Grayson  Orr  to  Steele,  Feb. 
13,  1803. 

^Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  1801-1835. 

*DeWitt  Clinton,  of  New  York,  anti-war  Republican  and  candidate 
in  1812  against  James  Madison  for  the  presidency.  The  Federalists 
lacked  in  confidence  in  respect  to  the  election  of  a  candidate  chosen 
from  their  own  party;  hence  many  of  them  were  brought  by  their 
hatred  of  Madison,  to  support  Clinton  in  the  hopes  of  throwing  the 
former  out  and  then  patching  up  a  peace  with  England,  with  whom 
we  had  been  at  war  since  June  18.     Clinton's  candidacy  had  been 
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nent  of  Madison,  by  a  meeting  from  several  States,  to  be  beld 
at  'New  York/  tbe  15*^  Inst.  O.  Walcott^  writes  me,  tbey  will 
be  united — and  what  will  surpri^  you,  be  tbinks  tbe  existence 
of  tbe  Fed.  party,  &  tbe  safety  of  tbe  Country  depend  upon 
tbe  Election  of  a  Soutbern  Fed. — Judge  Wasbington,^  or 
Marsball. 

Tbe  candidate  fixed  on  at  New  York,  will  get  in  Delaware 
4  votes,  in  Maryland  certainly  3 — ,  probably  5 — ,  possibly 
6  or  7. 

Seven  in  Delaware  &  Maryland  added  to  88  makes  95 — 15 
more  will  be  necessary  to  elect  bim,  tbe  wbole  number  of  votes 
being  218 — a  majority  110.  Wbere  are  tbese  15  to  come  from? 
If  not  from  N^ortb  Carolina,  or  Yirg^  no  wbere.  ISTot  one  will 
be  bad  from  tbe  West — &  none  is  expected  Soutb  of  N.  Caro- 
lina. 

In  Yirg.  efforts  are  making,  wbicb  I  bave  labored  bard  & 
long  to  produce,  to  form  an  opposition  ticket  to  Madison. — 
If  formed — and  if  tbe  meeting  at  ISTew  York  nominates 
Marsball,  I  verily  believe  be  will  get  tbe  votes  of  Yirg^. — but 
in  tbis  expectation  I  stand  almost  alone.  Certainly  bowever, 
no  reliance  sbould  be  placed  on  Yirg^. — but  every  means  sbould 
be  used  to  do  witbout  ber. 

I  know  you  &  otbers  tbe  ablest  men  in  your  State  are  in  tbe 
Legislature.     I  bear  you  bave  tbe  majority,*  &  tbat  tbe  Legis- 


launched  on  the  17th  August,  1812,  by  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
Republican  membership  of  the  New  York  legislature.  Niles  Weekly 
Register,  Sept.  12,  1812. 

^The  Federalists  of  the  Northern  States  were  in  quite  a  quandary 
as  to  what  decision  to  make  relative  to  a  candidate  of  their  own  in 
face  of  the  Republican  split  and  the  candidacy  of  Clinton  against 
Madison,  By  the  20th  September  they  had  very  generally  decided 
to  support  Clinton  and  make  him  as  nearly  a  Federalist  candidate 
as  possible.  The  National  Intelligencer,  October  27,  1812,  has  an 
illuminating  editorial  on  the  situation  under  the  title:  "The  New 
York  Coalition," 

^Oliver  Wolcott,  of  Massachusetts,  former  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury.  Supra. 

^Bushrod  Washington,  nephew  of  George  Washington,  born  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Va.,  1762;  graduated  from  William  and  Mary 
College,  1778;  read  law;  saw  service  in  the  Revolution;  had  legis- 
lative experience  in  Virginia  Legislature  and  convention  which 
P  ratified    the    Federal    Constitution,      December    20,    1798,    he    was 

appointed  by  President  John  Adams  a  member  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  and  served  until  his  death,  Nov.  26,  1829. 

^When  the  lower  house  (the  Commons)  organized  November  16, 
1812,  John  Steele,  Federalist  candidate  for   Speaker,  was  defeated 
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lature  by  existing  law  elects  the  Electors,  but  that  from  prin- 
ciple and  from  pledges,  you  are  likely  to  restore  to  the  people 
the  right  of  choice.^ 

You  know,  I  hope,  I  would  not  advise  a  departure  from 
principle  &  honor — I  would  not  save  the  Country  by  vile  means. 
Let  the  wretched  creatures  who'  have  so  long  deluded  the 
People  continue  to  delude  them — ^but  let  Federalists  still  pre- 
serve their  integrity.  They  can  only  be  successful  by  retaining 
their  honorable  principles. 

If  with  honor  the  whole  vote  of  'N.  Carolina  can  be  given  to 
the  opponent  of  Madison,  agreed  upon  by  the  meeting  at  New 
York,  he  will  be  elected  if  the  vote  of  Mass*^  should  not  be  lost, 
&  I  believe  it  is  Det*^  rather  to  have  a  Convention  &  a  revolution 
&  the  old  Gov.,  made  new,  than  loose  them.^ — But  you  will  see 
by  the  data  I  have  given,  that  less  than  the  whole  probably 
will  not  do.  Perhaps  Mary'^  may  supply  a  deficiency  of  two — 
but  this  is  uncertain. 

My  advice  to  the  persons  who'  compose  the  meeting  at  'New 
York,  has  been,  and  will  be,  to  nominate  Marshall  Pres*, — 
Clinton,  or  King,^  Vice  Presidents —  As  Marshall  will  be  more 
likely  to  get  the  IST  Carolina  vote — &  to  produce  the  needful 
animation  in  Virg^.  to  secure  their  votes, — and  by  far  the 
most  likely  to  succeed  should  the  Massachusetts  vote  be  lost. 


by  William  Miller,  the  Republican  candidate,  by  a  vote  of  64  to  59, 
not  all  the  members,  however,  having  yet  arrived.  House  Journal, 
of  date,  Raleigh  Register,  Nov.  20.  On  joint  ballot  of  the  two 
houses,  Nov.  21,  Madison  electors  (15  in  number)  were  chosen  by  a 
majority  of  130  to  60.     IMd.,  and  Raleigh  Register,  Nov.  27,  1812. 

^This  could  not  have  been  done  before  the  Presidential  election 
without  a  special  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  while  the  question 
was  raised  in  the  Federalist  Press  of  the  State,  the  movement  never 
gathered  sufficient  headway.  Nevertheless  the  Legislature  in  its 
regular  session,  beginning  November  16th,  did  restore  the  choice  of 
electors  to  the  people  direct.     Laws  of  N.  C,  1812,  Chap.  IX. 

^Massachusetts'  twenty-two  electoral  votes  were  cast  for  Clinton 
in  1812.  Vermont  excepted,  the  remainder  of  New  England  also 
pronounced  against  Madison  and  the  war.  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Delaware,  and  five  of  Maryland's  eleven  made  up  Clinton's  total  for 
the  country  89  as  against  Madison's  128. 

^Rufus  King,  of  New  York,  Federalist  in  politics;  Senator  from 
New  York,  1789-1796;  Minister  to  Great  Britain,  1796-1803;  U.  S. 
Senator  again,  1813-1825;  defeated  as  the  Federalist  candidate  for 
President,  1816;  Minister  to  Great  Britain  a  second  time,  1825-1826; 
died,  April  29,  1827. 
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Between  Marshall  &  Clinton  the  difference  is  as  wide  as  the 
poles  are  asunder — But  on  this  occasion  the  first  object  is  to 
save  the  Country  from  the  ruin  of  Madison.  If  Clinton  is  the 
more  likely  man,  he  must  be  taken  and  will  be  taken,  tho  it 
will  be  on  the  same  kind  of  principle,  that  a  naked  man  would 
rush  out  of  a  house  on  fire  above  his  ears,  altho  he  was  sure  of 
meeting  a  mad  Dog  at  the  Door. 

My  own  opinion  is,  however,  that  the  Fed^.  can  not  elect 
Clinton,  &  he  can  not  get  a  vote  for  himself.  The  Fed^.  are  not 
sure  they  can  command  the  vote  of  'New  York  without  him. — 
hence  all  his  importance — But  they  are  not  sure  they  can  not 
command  those  votes.  They  have  nearly  a  majority  in  the 
Legislature.  Clinton  is  the  next  strongest  party  &  Madison 
weakest  of  all — and  one  or  two  of  Madisonians  joining  the 
Fed®  would  give  them  the  votes.  Clinton,  if  he  sees  he  can  not 
with  all  the  aid  the  Fed®  can  give  him,  be  Pres*,  may  be  content 
to  be  Vice  Pres^  unless  he  can  get  all  the  votes  of  ]^  Carolina, 
he  can  not  I  think  be  Pres*. 

I  am  not  sure  I  shall  attend  the  meeting  at  ^ew  York.  I 
believe  I  shall  not. 

Please,  my  D**  Sr.  write  to  me  here — &  to  O.  Walcott  at  New 
York  &  without  the  least  delay — so  that  your  letter  may  reach 
me  by  the  11th.  or  12*^.,  Walcott  by  the  14  or  15*^  or  as  soon 
after  as  may  be,  if  they  can  not  be  in  time. — and  state  distinctly 
what  you  think  will  be  the  vote  of  I^  Carolina,  should  Marshall 
be  proposed  for  Pres^.  Clinton  or  King,  Vice  Pres*, — ^what  they 
will  be  if  Clinton  should  be  the  man  for  Pres*,  and  what  if 
King  should  be  the  man. 

My  impression  is,  and  I  almost  wish  it  may  be  correct,  that 
Marshall  alone,  or  Marshall,  or  King,  can  unite  all  the  votes 
of  I^orth  Carolina — &  that  Clinton  can  not  unite  them.  I  know 
here,  Clinton  will  be  a  bitter  pill  to  the  Fed®  &  the  Democrats 
hate  him  with  reason,  because  he  had  been  their  friend.  In  the 
South,  the  Fed®  will  take  him  with  still  more  reluctance  than 
here  I  suspect.  It  may  be,  &  I  believe  it  will  be  of  the  utmost 
consequence,  that  the  meeting  at  l^ew  York  should  be  correctly 
informed  of  the  feelings  of  ISTorth  Carolina,  &  of  what  I^  Caro- 
lina will  do,  in  the  cases  above  stated,  and  let  me  urge  you  as 
you  regard  your  Country  to  give  the  information — and  say  to 
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"Walcott,  you  give  it  for  the  meeting.     Write  to  Mm  a  letter 
to  be  shown  to  the  meeting. 

Gallatin^  who  is  a  French  man^  in  everything,  rules  the 
Cabinet  entirely.  This  cunning  dangerous  man,  has  the 
address  to  make  the  Fed^  believe  he  is  opposed  always  to  every 
obnoxious  measure,  altho  he  dictates  them  all.  You  can  not 
have  an  idea  of  the  weakness  and  the  villiany  about  our  Cabinet. 
Do  you  not  see  clearly,  that  not  one  of  the  pretenses  for  war 
was  the  real  cause?  Where  is  the  real  cause  to  be  found?  I 
wish  I  could  answer  with  proofs,  that  question. 

I  am  D  Sir  with  sincere  esteem  &  regard 
Y'"  Friend  &  s. 

Ben  Stoddeet. 
General  John  Steele 
Salsbury 

ISTorth  Carolina. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


W(iUia)m  Boylan^  to  John  Steele 

Raleigh  Sept  5,  1812. 
Dear  Sir, 

It  may  be  of  service  to  give  you  and  other  (torn)  to  give 
what  is  believed  to  be  the  probable  stre(torn)  of  the  Peace 
Party  in  this  State,  opposed  to  the  elect  (ion  of)  Madison. 
It  may  be  incorrect,  for  I  find  I  (am  more)  sanguine  than 
others. 


Joint  vote. 
Anson 
Burke 
Brunswick 
Beaufort 
Carteret 


Senate. 

3 1 

l..Dickson....O 

3 1 

3 1 

3 1 


Joint  vote. 
Cabarrus 
Cumberland 
Craven 
Franklin 
Greene 


Senate. 

3 1 

3 1 

3 1 

l..Hawkins..O 
3 1 


^Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     Supra. 

^The  meaning  liere  is  that  Gallatin  is  pro-French  and  hence,  anti- 
British.  All  Federalists  were  charged  with  pro-British,  and  anti- 
French,  proclivities;  all  Republicans  vice  versa. 

^See  William  Boylan  to  John  Steele,  April  28,  1807,  for  note  on 
Boylan. 
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Joint  vote. 

Senate. 

Joint  vote. 

Senate. 

Guilford 

3.. 

1 

Richmond 

3 1 

Gates 

1.. Baker . 

0 

Robeson 

2 0 

Granville 

1.. 

Person. 

1 

Stokes 

L.Martin  ....0 

Haywood 

1.. 

---Lenoir 

(torn) 

Tvrrell 

1 1 

Halifax 

2.. 

« 

Wake 

1 0 

Iredell 

3.. 

« 

Wilkes 

1.. Jones 0 

Johnson 

3.. 

« 

Washington 

1 1 

Jones 

3.. 

« 

Wayne 

3 1 

Martin 

2.. 

(( 

Moore 

3.. 

1 

27 

Mecklenburg 

1.. 

1 

Towns 

5..Doubtful 

Montgomery 

3.. 

1 

Fash 

2.. 

0 

87 

Onslow 

3.. 

1 

3  Columbus  1 

Orange 

3.. 

1 

3  Duplin      1 

Pitt 

3.- 

1 

2  Lincoln      1 

Eutherford 

1.. 

0 

3  Hyde          1 

Randolph 

1.- 

1 

1  Robeson     1 

Rowan 

3.- 

1 

Rockingham 

1.. 

0 

99 

32 

The  above  5  doubtful  counties  w(ill  proba)bly  be  with  us  in 
the  event  of  (there)  being  a  well  grounded  hope  of  chang(ing) 
the  President — If  there  is;  it  will  afford  them  a  good  oppty. 
to  change  &  go  with  the  majority — with  the  administration  that 
is  to  be — Many  others  if  that  event  be  confidently  expected 
will  find  it  a  convenient  time  (to)  change  their  politics. — 
(If)  there  be  no  chance  of  ousting  (him)  I  calculate  on  only 
76  or  80  (torn)  joint  ballot. 

Lucius  H.  Stockton  of  l^ew  Jersey  writes  me  that  the 
election  of  his  State  ^Vill  be  a  close  one,  but  believes  (torn) 
party  will  prevail."  (torn)  there  would  have  been  (torn) 
doubt  of  their  success,  (torn)  says  the  friends  of  Peace  (torn) 
the  union,  are  to  have  (torn)  at  ]^  York  on  the  15th  instant, 
which  will  probably  last  7  or  8  days — Judge  Washington^  was 
to  inform  the  Federalists  of  'N.  Carolina  of  it,  that  they  might 


^Bushrod     Washington,     of    Virginia,     Associate 
Supreme  Court,  1798  to  his  death,  1829. 


Justice    U.     S. 
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send  forward  delegates.  This  meeting  is  to  determine  (torn) 
to  run  a  federal  candidate  for  President,  say  Judge  Washington, 
Pinckney,  or  any  other  proper  person,  or  support  De  Witt 
Clinton"^ — Stockton  begs  that  some  of  our  'No  Carolina  friends 
should  write  (torn)  delegate  in  sent,  their  wishes,  expectations 
&  views  on  the  subject.  I  would  suggest  to  you  to  write — Mr. 
Stockton  recommends  us  to  address  to  either  Wm.  Griffiths, 
Kichard  Stockton,^  ]^athan  Rhea  or  Elias  Boudinot^  Esqrs. 
"who  will  probably  (be)  there — You  will  bear  in  mind  that  the 
Orange  Members,  Cameron,"*  Murphy^  &  probably  Holt,^  are 
pledged  for  Madison  agt.  Clinton,  but  not  agt  a  federal  candi- 
date. But  then  you  will  bear  in  mind  that  there  are  anti- 
electoral  democrats,  who  have  come  in  thro'  federal  aid,  that 
may  be  prevailed  on  to  vote  for  Clinton  or  some  other  repub- 
lican, when  they  would  probably  be  fearful  of  (whatever  may 
be  their  wishes)  openly  supporting  a  federal  Presidential  can- 
didate. I  have  no  information  from  these  democrats  or  others, 
that  justify  me  in  saying  so — but  I  conclude  as  much  from  my 
knowledge  of  such  men. 

It  is  believed  that  on  the  meeting  of  the  State  Legislature,  a 
repeal  of  the  Electoral  law''^  should  pass — If  so,  we  could  then 


^DeWitt  Clinton,  of  New  York,  the  candidate  of  the  Peace  Party 
in  the  Republican  ranks  in  1812. 

^Richard  Stockton,  b.  Princeton,  N.  J.,  1764;  U.  S.  Senator,  1796- 
1799;   N.  C,  1813-1815;   d.  Princeton,  1828. 

^Elias  Boudinot,  b.  Philadelphia,  1740;  Member  2d  Continental 
Congress,  1777,  and  President  Congress  of  the  Confederation,  1782; 
N.  C,  1789-1795;  Director  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States;  Pres- 
ident the  American  Bible  Society;   d.  1824. 

^Duncan  Cameron,  member   of  the  Commons  for   Orange. 

^Archibald  DeBow  Murphey,  State  Senator  from  Orange,  1812- 
1818. 

^Isaac  Holt,  member  of  the  Commons  from  Orange,  1812. 

^Under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  the  method  of 
choosing  presidential  electors  rests  with  the  respective  states. 
North  Carolina  had  provided  for  the  "district"  elections  in  1792  and 
the  plan  had  been  satisfactory  until  1798,  when  the  Federalists 
unsuccessfully  tried  to  alter  the  law  in  favor  of  legislative  appoint- 
ment of  the  electors.  This  had  been  for  the  purpose  and  in  the 
hope  of  defeating  Jefferson  in  1800.  In  1811  the  Republicans  by 
legislative  enactment  repealed  the  "district  system"  and  placed  the 
choice  of  electors  in  a  joint  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 
The  maneuver  aroused  great  indignation  among  the  Federalists  and 
even  created  an  "anti-electoral"  group  within  the  ranks  of  the 
Republicans.  The  Legislature  chosen  in  1812  strongly  reflected  this 
sense  of  distaste  for  the  act  of  1811,  in  fact  the  question  of  control 
in  the  Assembly  being  some  time  in  doubt  before  its  organization. 
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come  to  terms  &  elect  by  districts — that  is  the  members  of  the 
districts — This  was  the  Act  I  learn,  the  Legislature  adopted 
in  1792 — The  sense  of  each  district  may  then  be  pretty  gener- 
ally represented  in  the  Electoral  College — At  all  events  some- 
thing must  be  done  at  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly  to  draw  the 
line  between  Electoral  democrats  &  anti-electoral  democrats — 
otherwise  Stone^  will  rally  them  under  his  banners — already 
is  he  at  work. 

You  will  see  in  the  Minerva  &  Star,  a  call  on  the  anti-electoral 
members  to  petition  the  Governor^  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  at  an  early  day  in  time  to  divide  the  State  into  dis- 
tricts, that  the  people  may  vote  for  Electors.^  Tho'  I  have  no 
expectation  that  the  Council  will  concur — without  they  fear 
the  loss  of  the  Legislative  vote,  which  they  do  not  fear — and  if 
they  agree  to  a  call,  there  is  not  time — It  will  take  time  for 
the  members  to  address  the  Gov.  before  the  Council  can  meet 
&  then  before  not  (ice  can)  reach  the  members,  it  would  be  at 
least  the  first  of  (torn)  before  they  could  convene  here.  It  is 
thought  by  (torn)  that  3  weeks  before  the  usual  time  would 


The  test  of  strength  was  made  in  the  choice  of  Speaker  of  the 
Commons,  John  Steele  being  made  the  candidate  of  those  who 
demanded  immediate  repeal  of  the  law  of  1811  and  its  replacement 
by  the  old  system.  By  five  votes  Steele  was  defeated  by  William 
Miller.  Nevertheless  the  sentiment  for  repeal  grew  ever  stronger 
and  the  Republicans  were  forced  to  give  assent  to  a  new  "district 
law"  before  the  end  of  the  session.  See  the  Star,  Raleigh,  Nov.  20, 
1812,  and  subsequent  issues;  Journals  of  the  Assembly,  1812;  and 
Potter's  Revisal  of  the  Laws,  Vol.  II,  chap.  831,  for  the  new  law. 
Also  see  Hoyt,  Murphey  Papers,  I,  63-64. 

^David  Stone,  a  former  Federalist,  and  now  a  Republican,  who 
had  strongly  supported  the  Electoral  Law  of  1811,  was  elected  by 
this  Legislature  to  the  United  States  Senate.  However,  he  there 
reverted  to  certain  of  his  old  Federalist  sentiments  and  opposed  at 
every  turn  the  administration's  war  measures.  This  was  his  second 
term  in  the  United  States  Senate.  His  course  now  led  to  sharp 
criticism  being  visited  upon  him  by  the  North  Carolina  Repub- 
licans. In  1813  a  resolution  of  censure  was  passed  by  both  houses 
of  the  Assembly.  A  protest  against  the  censure  was  filed  by  the 
minority,  signed  mainly  by  Federalists.  As  a  result  Stone  resigned 
in  1814.  Hoyt,  Murphey  Papers,  II,  5-6.  Also  Marshall  De  L.  Hay- 
wood's David  Stone,  in  Ashe,  Biog.  Hist,  of  North  Carolina,  IV, 
422-429. 

^William  Hawkins,  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina  for  three 
consecutive  terms,  1811-1814. 

^This  plan  for  calling  the  Legislature  together  before  its  regular 
date,  for  the  purpose  of  repealing  the  Electoral  Law  of  1811  in  time 
for  the  casting  of  the  electoral  vote,  did  not  materialize. 
Vol.  2—15 
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answer.  (torn)  commends  that  this  be  the  course — At  all 
events  (torn)  can  do  no  harm  for  our  friends  to  petition — 
(torn)  then  have  done  what  they  could  to  redeem  their  ple(dge) 
to  the  people — besides,  it  will  (in  case  the  Council  (torn) 
justify  the  repeal  of  the  law — and  the  Senate  refusing  (torn) 
vote  for  electors  until  a  compromise — or  until  the  counties  are 
districted  &  the  members  of  those  districts  vote  for  an  elector. 

Shew  this  letter  to  Jos.  Pearson  Esq.  &  such  others  as  you 
may  chuse.  Col.  Polk  should  take  it  upon  himself  to  address 
our  friends  instead  of  me,  but  as  he  is  bringing  up  his  business 
at  Bank,  gotten  behind  by  reason  of  his  absence  for  a  few  days 
at  Shocco  Springs,  he  has  not  the  time — and  this  my  apology 
for  obtruding  my  opinions  &c.&c. 

Respectfully  Dear  Sir 

Your  obt.  Servant 

Wm.  Boylan. 

Gen.  Jno.  Steele. 


William  Polk  to  John  Steele 

Raleigh  Sept  14—1812 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Legislature  of  S°. Carolina  have  ratified  the  convention 
entered  into  by  the  Comm""^,^ — ^The  Governor  of  1^.  C.  has  dis- 
missed Colonel  Willborn^  from  the  commission — He  has  ap- 
pointed you  one  of  that  body^ — and  will  I  believe  make  Col. 


^The  Commission  of  1805,  composed  of  John  Steele,  John  Moore, 
and  James  Wellborn,  appointed  by  Governor  James  Turner,  had 
entered  into  an  agreement  at  Columbia  in  1808  with  like  commis- 
sioners from  South  Carolina  for  the  settlement  of  the  boundary 
dispute.  See  "Articles  of  a  Conventional  Agreement,"  July  11,  1808. 
This  agreement  failed  of  ratification  because  of  the  objectionable 
features  of  Article  3. 

^James  Wellborn,  of  Wilkes  County,  twenty-seven  times  State 
Senator  between  1795  and  1834;  commissioned  colonel  of  the  10th 
U.  S.  Infantry  Regiment,  July  6,  1812,  and  served  throughout  the 
second  war  with  England.    Powell,  Army  Register,  121. 

^Steele  had  had  certain  differences  with  Gov.  David  Stone  in  1810 
relative  to  the  boundary  commission's  work  and  had  offered  his 
resignation,  though  the  Governor  did  not  formally  accept  it. 
Nevertheless  Steele  seems  not  to  have  acted  with  it  after  that  date 
until  its  reconstruction  by  Hawkins  in  1812.  See  Boundary  Issue 
letter  of  Steele,  of  Nov.  12,  1810,  above. 
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William  Erwin  of  Burke  the  third  one.  No  one  knows  of  this 
arrangement  here  except  myself^ — I  expect  to  see  you  at  Rowan 
Circuit  C*.  on  my  way  to  Mecklenburg. 

Yours  respectfully 

Will  Polk 
General  Steele 
Salisbury 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Steele  to  the  Editors  of  the  Minerva  and  the  Star^ 

Salisbury  Septem^  25*^.  1812 
Gentlemen, 

A  letter  from  the  members  of  Assembly  for  this  Town 
and  county  to  the  Governor  dated  August  22^.  was  put  into  the 
office  at  this  place  on  the  2^.  inst.  requesting  His  Excellency  to 
call  the  Legislature  for  the  purpose  of  affording  that  body  an 
opportunity  to  repeal  the  electoral  law  of  last  Session;  and  by 
the  same  mail  a  copy  of  the  letter  with  some  prefatory  remarks, 
was  addressed  to  the  Editors  of  the  Minerva  for  publication 
as  soon  as  possible. — The  mail  containing  these  communications 
must  have  arrived  at  Raleigh  on  the  5*^.  inst ;  yet  to  our  morti- 
fication and  surprize  no'  notice  has  been  taken  of  our  request, 
either  by  the  Editors  of  the  Minerva,  (or?)  Star,  which  though 
particularly  addressed  (to  the?)  former,  was  also  intended  for 
the  latter.  Considerations  of  a  nature  too  obvious  to  require 
explanation  were  relied  upon  to  suggest  (the)  advantage  of  an 
immediate  attention  to  our  request,  and  that  it  has  not  been 


^Polk  was  mistaken  in  his  information  about  the  Commission. 
As  appointed  it  was  composed  of  John  Steele,  Montfort  Stokes,  and 
Robert  Burton.  They  effected  a  settlement  with  South  Carolina 
Sept.  4,  1813,  which  was  ratified  by  both  states. 

^See  Steele  to  Joseph  Pearson,  August  31,  1812,  for  other  reference 
to  this  address  to  the  Assembly. 
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complied  witli  in  proper  time,  appears  to  us  as  unfortunate  as 
it  was  unexpected. — 

I  am  Gentlemen 

very  respectfully  &^. — 

[Copy,  unsigned] 

The  postage  on  the  communication  addressed  to  you  was  paid 
at  this  place,  to  insure  its  immediate  delivery. — 

Editors  of  the  Minerva 
Raleigh 

[Endorsed :] 
John  Steele  to  Editors!  of  the  Minerva 
Sent  by  Thos.  G.  Polk,  Esq. 
Sept.  25*^  1812. 

N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Steele  to  William  Thornton 

Salisbuey  October  4th  1812. 
Dear  Sir, 

By  a  letter  from  me  in  August  last  you  were  informed  that 
I  had  paid  the  sheriff  of  Montgomery  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
leasing yr.  lands  the  sum  of $429.5^ 

You  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  a  bill  of  exchange) 

( 

drawn  by  Jos.  Chambers  Cashr.  of  our  Branch  Bank) 

on  the  Cashr.  ( 

of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  dated  the  2d  (torn)  for)     120.95 


$550. .  .1/2 


(Ma) king  together  the  sum  of  Five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
the  amount  transmitted  by  you  to  me  by  post  and  by  Joseph 
Pearson  Esqr,  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned.     Be  pleased 
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to  inform  me  of  the  payment  of  tlie  bill  of  excliange  as  soon 
as  you  shall  have  reed,  the  money. 

I  am  Dear  Sir 

Yery  respectfully  &c, 

Jno.  Steele. 
Dr.  "Wm.  Thornton. 

Addressed : 

General  John  Steele  at  his  Seat 
near  Salisbury 
'No.  Carolina. 

Endorsed : 

(Dr.  Wm)  Thornton 
(7)  July  1812. 

The  money  within  mentioned  $350.  was  reed,  by  the  hand  of 
Mr.  Pearson,  and  depositted  at  my  credit  in  the  State  Bank 
July  22d.  1812. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  within  transmitting  the  balance  of  Dr. 
Thornton's  money  in  a  bill  of  exchange. 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Mclver  to  John  Steele 

Knoxville  28th.  October  1812. 
Genl.  John  Steele 
Sir 

Tho'  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  being  personally  known  to 
you,  yet  I  trust  you  will  pardon  the  liberty  of  addressing  you 
on  a  subject,  in  which  I  am  induced  to  believe  you  can  render 
me  a  very  essential  service  without  much  inconvenience.  In  a 
law  suit  of  considerable  consequence  depending  in  the  State 
Circuit  Court  here,  it  will  be  of  the  first  importance  to  me, 
to  establish  the  fact,  that  the  late  Genl.  Martin  Armstrong^  was 


^Martin  Armstrong  was  brother  to  John  Armstrong  and  associated 
with  the  latter  in  the  "North  Carolina  Land  Office"  set  up  in  1783 
for  the  disposal  of  the  State's  western  lands,  and  usually  known  as 
the  "John  Armstrong  Office."  Certain  frauds  on  a  large  scale, 
usually  known  as  the   "Glasgow  frauds"   from   the   implication   of 
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either  in  Stokes  or  Surry  Counties  in  JSTortli  Carolina  in  the 
early  part  of  Septr.  1795,  say  about  the  6th  or  Yth.  or  later 
in  that  month,  should  it  have  been  the  case,  the  object  of  which 
on  my  part,  would  be  to  shew  the  impossibility  of  his  having 
been  at  Knoxville  on  the  12th  day  of  Septr.  95,  on  which  day 
it  is  pretended  he  made  a  Deed  here  for  the  land  in  contro- 
versy, to  the  Party  opposed  to  me  in  the  suit,  which  deed  from 
a  number  of  circumstances  I  have  the  strongest  reason  to  be- 
lieve is  either  a  forgery,  or  has  been  antedated.  I  am  informed 
by  Thos.  T.  Armstrong^  Esqr.  of  Germanton,  that  as  well  as  he 
can  recollect  his  Father  the  late  Genl.  Armstrong  in  company 
with  yourself,  reviewed  a  Regiment  or  Brigade  of  Militia  in 
Surry  County  on  the  5th  or  6th.  Septr.  95,  which  circumstance 
I  presume  will  be  readily  recollected  by  you,  on  recurrence  to 
the  records  of  the  Court  Martial  for  such  Regiment  or  Brigade. 
Under  the  belief  then,  that  you  can  establish  this  fact,  and 
that  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  of  this  application,  I  beg  leave 
to  enclose  a  Commission,  which  is  directed  to  the  Cashier  of 
the  Bank,  of  which  you  are  President.  Understanding  that 
you  have  to  attend  the  Genl.  Assembly  at  Raleigh,  I  have 
notified  the  Defendant  in  the  Suit,  that  your  Deposition  will  be 
taken  at  the  Counting  Room  of  the  Salisbury  Bank  on  the  13th 
&  14th  Jany.  next,  by  which  time  I  hope  you  will  be  back  from 
the  Genl.  Assembly,  &  in  the  interval  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  examining  the  records  of  the  Court  Martial.  I  hope  this 
will  overtake  you  before  your  departure  for  Raleigh,  &  in  such 
case  by  the  favor  of  a  few  lines  directed  to  me  at  Alexandria, 
District  of  Columbia  my  place  of  residence,  &  to  which  place, 
I  proceed  immediately,  but  shall  be  back  here  by  the  last  of 
Jany.  to  be  present  at  the  trial  of  the  suit  which  will  come  on 
the  second  Monday  of  February,  before  which  time  it  will  be 
necessary  that  the  deposition  should  be  here.    You  will  have  the 


James  Glasgow,  Secretary  of  State  in  North  Carolina,  produced  an 
investigation  in  1798  and  an  exposure  of  Martin  Armstrong  as 
probably  the  main  culprit.  See  Journals  of  the  Assembly,  1798; 
Battle,  History  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  I,  378-384,  for 
a  sketch  of  the  State's  western  land  policy;  also  compare  Hoyt,  The 
Murphey  Papers,  I,  124-126. 

^See  Letter  from  Thomas  Armstrong  to  A.  D.  Murphey,  dated, 
Germanton,  Jan.  24,  1823,  in  the  Murphey  Papers,  I,  280-281,  on  the 
subject  of  these  lands. 
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goodness  to  state  in  the  deposition  tlie  very  latest  day  in  Septr. 
95  tliat  Genl.  Armstrong  may  have  been  in  ITortli  Carolina 
from  your  recollection,  &  the  deposition  when  closed  &  directed 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Knox,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  enclose  under  cover  to  John  McCampbell 
Esqr.  of  this  place,  who  is  one  of  my  counsel.  With  a  hope  that 
you  will  excuse  this  perhaps  unwarrantable  trouble,  &  command 
my  humble  services  should  they  ever  at  any  time  be  required, 
I  remain  very  respy. 

Sir 

Your  Mo.  Obed.  Svt. 

John  McIver. 
Address :    Gen^  John  Steele 
Salisbury. 

l^orth  Carolina 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  McIver  to  John  Steele 

Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia 
9*^.  December  1812. 
Sir 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  your  respected  favor  of 
the  30*^.  TJlt°.  returning  you  my  grateful  thanks  for  your  very 
obliging  &  prompt  attention  to  my  troublesome  communication 
from  Knoxville. — For  the  liberty  then  and  now  taken,  by  a 
person  entirely  unknown  to  you,  I  am  sure  your  goodness  will 
excuse  me,  when  I  assure  you,  that  in  the  prosecution  of  several 
very  valuable  land  claims  in  Tennessee,  I  have  to  encounter  a 
set  of  men  well  practiced  in  the  art  of  forging  &  antedating  of 
deeds,  to  which  iniquitous  proceedings  the  Laws  of  Tennessee 
on  the  subject  of  registration  offered  too  much  encouragement 
&  protection.  It  will  certainly  not  avail  me  much  to  prove  that 
Gen^  Armstrong  was  in  Stokes  County  the  latter  end  of  Aug^. 
95  as  between  that  time  &  the  12^^.  Sepf.  the  date  of  the  pre- 
tended Deed  under  which  my  opponent  claims  title,  Gen^.  Arm- 
strong might  have  traveled  to  Knoxville.    If  therefore  it  cannot 
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be  ascertained  that  Gen^  Armstrong  was  in  Stokes  or  some 
neighbouring  County  in  the  early  part  of  Sept"*.  &  that  he  could 
not  in  the  ordinary  course  of  travelling  have  got  to  Knoxville 
by  the  12*^.,  I  would  not  wish  to  trouble  you  unnecessarily. — 
As  the  case  is  however  of  great  importance,  &  I  have  great 
reliance  that  the  information  communicated  by  M"*.  Armstrong 
has  been  derived  from  some  written  transactions  or  records,  I 
shall  request  him,  should  any  records  have  been  made  of  the 
reviews  spoken  of,  to  procure  from  the  proper  source  a  certifi- 
cate properly  authenticated  as  to  the  time  when  such  reviews 
took  place  particularly  the  one  at  Germantown  provided  it 
was  in  the  early  part  of  September  but  not  otherwise. — Should 
it  turn  out  to  have  been  early  in  Sept^.  M''.  Armstrong  will 
forward  you  a  certified  extract  from  the  minutes,  which  should 
it  correspond  with  your  further  recollection  of  this  matter,  I 
would  ask  the  favor  to  have  reduced  to  a  deposition  &  forwarded 
by  mail  tO'  Knoxville  as  before  requested.  If  during  your  stay 
in  Raleigh,  or  on  the  way  home,  you  should  yourself  have  an 
opportunity  of  procuring  information  that  may  lead  to  an 
ascertainment  of  the  dates  before  spoken  of,  I  shall  consider 
myself  under  the  greatest  obligation  to  you  for  any  discovery 
of  this  kind  which  may  be  made,  &  should  you  at  any  time  have 
occasion  to  call  for  my  humble  service,  either  here,  or  in  the 
course  of  my  western  travels,  they  shall  be  offered  with  great 
chearfulness  whenever  they  can  be  useful  to  you. 

With  respectful  consideration  believe  me  to  be 

Sir 
Your  obliged  hble  Sv* — 

John  McIvek 
General  John  Steele 
^ow  at 
Ealeigh 

ITorth  Carolina 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 
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Joseph  Pearson  to  John  Steele 

Washington  Decb^  12^^.  1812 
Dear  Sir. 

I  liad  tlie  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter  yesterday  and  liave 
complied  with,  your  request  to  M'*.  Wagner.^  The  adresses  was 
not  at  all  material  as  I  had  engaged  for  all  the  subscriptions 
of  my  friends  at  Salisbury.  I  regret  not  having  had  the  satis- 
faction of  a  conversation  with  you  immediately  previous  to  my 
departure  from  Salisbury — but  such,  was  the  hurry  of  my 
arrangements  &  so  imperious  the  call,  that  I  trusted  to  the 
goodness  of  my  friends  for  an  apology,  for  the  unceremonious 
leave  taking  of  them.  My  very  frequent  communications  to 
my  Brother,  both  before  &  since  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature 
(always  requesting  them  to  be  made  known  to  you  &  other 
friends)  will  I  trust,  be  my  excuse  for  not  having  taxed  you 
with  postage  and  had  writing.  Not  will  I  now  trouble  you  with 
a  detail  of  congressional  proceedings,  or  visionary  speculations 
as  to  the  views  of  the  Cabinet — the  objects  of  the  war — ^the 
mode  of  conducting  it — or  its  probable  duration — such  a  task 
would  be  as  vain  as  useless.  I  believe  many  of  the  advocates 
for  the  War,  are  much  disappointed  in  their  elections,  &  secretly 
regret  that  they  are  turned  so  far  beyond  their  depth  &  that 
of  their  cheiftain,^  but  how  to  return  they  have  not  with  honor, 
I  fear  they  never  will — The  defeat  &  disgrace  of  their  armies 
stare  them  in  the  face,  &  they  are  alarmed,  lest  public  senti- 


^Jacob  Wagner,  editor  of  the  Federal  Republican.  This  paper  was 
published  in  Baltimore.  Its  editor  was  violently  Federalist  in 
politics,  and  as  the  war  with  England  drew  on  he  began  to  denounce 
the  administration  and  the  war  with  such  savage  bitterness  that 
he  incurred  a  like  hatred  from  the  Democrats.  On  June  20,  1812, 
two  days  after  the  declaration  of  war  against  England,  a  mob 
destroyed  presses  and  building  in  which  the  Federal  Republican 
was  printed.  Wagner  then  set  up  a  press  at  Georgetown,  by  the 
national  capital,  and  planned  to  print  the  paper  there  and  have  it 
distributed  from  the  old  base  in  Baltimore.  For  this  purpose  the 
half-demolished  building  was  turned  into  a  sort  of  arsenal,  con- 
taining food  and  about  twenty  friends  of  Wagner.  The  mob  again 
attacked  the  place  anew,  nine  of  the  defenders  being  killed  and  others 
badly  wounded  in  the  series  of  riots  that  followed  on  the  incident. 
See  the  Aurora,  August  11,  1812;  the  True  American,  August  18, 
19,  1812.    Cf.  McMaster,  III,  553-554. 

^President  James  Madison. 
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ment,  will  not  support  tliem  long  enough,  to  restore  themselves 
to  credit — public  sentiment  is  unquestionably  rapidly  turning 
against  tbem — &  could  the  people  fairly  understand  the  present 
&  sole  avowed  object  for  continuing  the  war — they  would 
change  the  public  councils  &  restore  the  country  to  peace.^ 
Should  the  elections  in  IT.  York  &  Vermont  result  as  is  confi- 
dently expected — a  little  aid  from  Virginia  and  'N.  C.  will  insure 
a  majority  of  peace  representatives  in  the  next  congress — ^this 
is  a  flattering  prospect  &,  as  it  acts,  my  hopes  for  the  safety 
&  prosperity  of  the  country. 

I  regret  that  the  efforts  of  our  friends  in  the  Assembly  have 
been  unavailing  in  all  their  laudable  attempts — almost  every- 
thing appears  to  have  quieted  to  party  views  &  interests.  I  have 
not  yet  heard  whether  the  report  of  the  committee  for  enlarging 
the  congressional  district,  has  been  confirmed,  but  presume  it 
has — The  political  influence  of  Rowan  &  the  respectability  of 
many  of  its  inhabitants  are  fit  objects  of  prey — &  their  dis- 
truction  too  desirable  to  be  neglected.^  Should  you  Sir,  &  other 
political  friends  believe  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
electing  a  Federalist  in  the  district  to  be  composed  of  Chatham, 
Randolph,  &  Rowan, — and  should  also  be  of  opinion  that  I 
could  command  as  many  votes  as  any  other  person  in  the 
district  of  similar  political  views^ — they  are  at  liberty  to  dispose 
of  me  for  the  public  good,  for  one  more  election^ — In  thus  ten- 
dering myself  to  my  friends,  I  beg  to  be  understood  as  not 
acting  in  obedience  tO'  private  wishes  or  interests,  &  will  cheer- 


^Pearson  in  the  12th  Congress,  and  Pearson  and  William  Gaston 
in  the  13th  Congress  were  perhaps  the  strongest  opposed,  of  all 
Southern  Federalists,  to  the  administration  and  its  war  policy. 
Steele,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  during  the  war,  to- 
gether with  John  Stanly,  of  Craven,  upheld  the  same  school  of 
thought  in  State  politics. 

^North  Carolina  was  assigned  an  additional  representative,  the 
thirteenth,  in  1812  as  a  result  of  the  census  of  1810.  This  entailed 
a  redistricting  of  the  State  and  the  Republican  majority  in  the 
assembly  seized  the  opportunity  to  "gerrymander"  the  counties 
which  were  Federalist  in  political  views.  Pearson's  district  until 
now  was  composed  of  Mecklenburg,  Cabarrus,  and  Rowan.  The 
law  of  1812  put  Rowan  in  a  new  combination  (with  Randolph  and 
Chatham)  which  was  likely  to  nullify  her  usual  large  Federalist 
majority.    Laws  of  1812,  chap.  VI,  p.  6. 

''Pearson  was  returned  for  one  term  (13th  Congress,  May  24,  1813- 
March  2,  1815)  by  the  new  district,  giving  place  in  the  14th  Con- 
gress to  William  C.  Lane,  of  Rowan,  Republican. 
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ful  cooperate  with  my  friends  in  any  plans  they  may  adopt  on 
this  subject.  I  shall  expect  to  hear  from,  you  on  this  subject  be- 
fore you  leave  Raleigh — please  to  consult  with  CoP.  Boden- 
hamer^ — M"*.  Lindsay^ — my  Brother^  and  others — &  let  me  know 
the  result  as  early  as  possible. 

With  sin —  respect  &  regard 
Sir 
your  ob*  sv* 

J^.  Peaeson 
Gen^  John  Steele 
at 
Raleigh 
N.Carolina 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


William  Hawkins'^  to  John  Steele 

[25  Dec.  1812] 
State  of  ISTorth  Carolina 

To  John  Steele  Esquire    Greeting 
We  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence 
in  your  patriotism,  talents  and  integrity 
Seal  do  hereby  appoint  you  a  Commissioner  on  the 

part  of  this  State,  for  extending  marking 
and  establishing  the  boundary  line  between 
our  said  State  and  the  State  of  South  Carolina :  hereby  vesting 
you  with  all  the  authority  and  power  necessary  for  effecting 
the  objects  of  the  said  appointment.     In  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  which  you  will  be  governed  by  such  acts  and  reso- 


^William  Bodenhamer,  of  Rowan,  supra. 

^John  Lindsay,  representative  in  the  Commons  from  Rowan,  1812, 
and  again  in  1821. 

^Jesse  A.  Pearson.  Steele,  Bodenhamer,  Lindsay  and  Pearson 
were  all  in  the  State  Assembly  at  this  time,  showing  Rowan  County 
to  be  strongly  Federalist. 

^William  Hawkins  was  Governor  of  North  Carolina  for  three  suc- 
cessive annual  terms,  his  incumbency  extending  from  December  9, 
1811  to  November  29,  1814.  As  war  governor  during  our  second 
conflict  with  England  he  showed  great  vigor  and  enterprise  in 
support  of  the  national  administration.  See  Haywood's  sketch  of 
William  Hawkins  in  Biog.  Hist  of  N.  C,  Vol  V.  pp.  154-160. 
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lutions  of  our  General  Assembly  as  may  have  been  passed  upon 

tbat  subject. 

In  Testimony  of  wbicli  His  Excellency 
William  Hawkins  Esquire  our  Governor  Cap- 
tain General  and  Commander  in  cbief  bath 
Seal  caused  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  of 

l^orth  Carolina  to  be  herewith  affixed  and 
signed.     The  same  at  our  City  of  Raleigh 
the  25*^  day  of  December  A  D  1812 

William  Hawkins 
By  the  Governor 
W".  Sneed 

P.  Sec. 

N.  C.  Hiistorical  Society. 


Joseph  Pearson  to  John  Steele 

Washington  Jan''^.  24*^.  1813 
D\  Sir. 

I  hasten  to  tell  you,  &  all  friends  to  the  liberty  of  the  world — 
that  by  a  late  arrival  at  JSTew  York — we  have  accounts  (the 
truth  of  which  in  substance  is  not  doubted)  that  the  French 
are  completely  beaten  in  Russia^ — ^Bounaparte  is  flying  with  a 
few  followers  for  safety — It  is  not  impossible  he  is  either  killed 
or  taken — probably  you  will  see  the  certified  account  of  this 
important  event,  in  the  papers  as  early  as  this  reaches  you — 
but  I  would  not  deny  myself  the  satisfaction  of  endeavoring  to 
be  the  first  to  communicate  this  glorious  news — I  will  reply 
very  soon  to  your  interesting  letter  in  a  few  days — ^I  have  began 
to  labour  in  the  new  part  of  our  district  &  must  claim  all  the 
exertions  of  my  friends — The  task  is  certainly  arduous,  but 


^Emperor  Napoleon's  shattered  army,  beaten  by  the  forces  of 
nature,  reached  the  Niemen  December  13,  1812,  in  withdrawal  from 
the  Moscow  campaign  in  Russia.  The  news  was  slow  to  reach 
America,  and  of  course  came  in  garbled  form.  Pearson's  sym- 
pathies, even  after  the  opening  of  our  own  war  on  England,  were 
against  England's  enemies  in  the  European  conflict. 
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the  object  is  worthy  all  our  efforts — Stanford^  &  McBride^  both 
think  the  prospect  not  desperate — I  also  understand  this  is  the 
opinion  of  M'*.  Murphy^  &  Cameron* — 

With  great  respect 
&  regard 

Sir 

your  ob*sv* 

J**.  Peaeson 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Steele  to  Duncan  Cameron 

Salisbury  February  SS""^.  1813 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  delayed  until  now  the  performance  of  my  promise 
concerning  the  estimate,  in  the  expectation  of  obtaining  infor- 
mation that  might  be  relied  on  as  to  the  expense  of  suitable 
tents  or  covering  for  the  accommodation  of  the  comm""^.^ — The 
workmen  here  are  so  entirely  unacquainted  with  such  things. 


^Richard  Stanford,  of  Person  County,  Representative  in  Congress 
from  1797  to  1816,  and  dying  in  office.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics 
but  not  of  the  furious  type.  Stanford  usually  aligned  with 
Nathaniel  Macon  in  respect  to  national  policies. 

^Archibald  McBryde,  of  Moore  County,  Representative  in  Congress 
1809-1813,  and  State  Senator  1813-1814.  He  was  Republican  in 
politics. 

^Archibald  DeBow  Murphey,  of  Orange,  born  1777,  died  1832. 
Murphey  was  a  brilliant  student,  an  able  lawyer  and  advocate,  a 
wise  judge,  and  a  literary  man  of  unusual  industry.  He  was  State 
Senator  from  Orange,  1812-1818,  becoming  Superior  Court  judge  in 
the  latter  year.  See  W.  A.  Graham's  Memoir  of  Archibald  D.  Mur- 
phey in  Hoyt,  ''The  Papers  of  Archibald  D.  Murphey." 

^Duncan  Cameron,  1777-1853,  of  Orange.  Cameron  was  many 
times  member  of  the  General  Assembly  between  1802  and  1823;  was 
major-general  of  militia,  1812-1814;  judge  of  the  Superior  Courts, 
1814-1816;  and  president  of  the  State  Bank,  1829-1849.  Ashe, 
Biographical  History  of  North  Carolina,  III,  43-47.  Hoyt,  The 
Papers  of  Archibald  D.  Murphey,  I,  2-3. 

^Judge  Cameron  had  been  offered  by  Governor  Hawkins  a  mem- 
bership on  the  Commission  to  finally  settle  the  boundary  issue  with 
South  Carolina  and  planned  to  serve.  Illness  in  his  family  pre- 
vented, however,  and  the  Commission  finally  consisted  of  Steele, 
Montfort  Stokes,  and  Robert  Burton. 
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that  they  are  unwilling  to  contract  for  a  certain  sum,  and  I  do 
not  like  to  direct  one  to  be  made  without  previously  knowing 
the  price  and  obtaining  y^  or  the  Governors  approbation. — All 
that  I  can  communicate  on  this  part  of  the  estimate  therefore 
is  nothing  more  than  must  have  occurred  to  y''.  own  mind,  that 
the  area  of  the  principal  tent  sh*^.  be  at  least  twenty  feet  square, 
and  allowing  one  of  half  the  size  for  servants  and  baggage  w^. 
require  at  least  two  hundred  yards  of  country  tow  cloth  at  ab*. 
30c*^.  p"*.  j^. — To  this  must  be  added  the  hire  of  a  cart  to  carry 
them  to  the  block  house,  and  to  move  them  from  place  to  place 
as  might  be  necessary. — If  you  have  any  mechanic  at  Hillsboro 
who  understands  making  such  things  I  w^.  prefer  that  you  ob- 
tain the  Gov''^.  assent,  and  have  them  made  there,  as  I  have  no 
doubt  the  materials  and  workmanship  can  be  procured  as  cheap, 
or  perhaps  cheaper  than  at  this  place. — The  other  expenses  as 
far  as  they  occur  to  me  at  present  are  including  in  the  follow- 
ing estimate  viz*. 

Three  comm"*^.  on  the  supposition  that  their  service  and 

travel  will  be  equal  to,  30  days  $120  each 360. 

One  Astronomer  &  Two  surveyors  for  the  same  period....  360. 
Two  chair  bearers  who  sh^.  be  men  of  more  respectability 

than  common  labourers  20/  each  p'*.  day 120. 

Two  common  axemen  who  may  serve  as  markers  10/  each       60. 
Two  tents  for  the  accommodation  of  the  comm^^.  the  ar- 
tists their  servants  and  baggage  estimated  at  •not  less  than     100. 
A  good  strong  cart,  the  Driver  finding  himself  &  horse 
at    15/   p^   day 45. 


$1045. 


Something  must  be  added  for  contingent  expenses;  but  these 
being  in  their  nature  unf orseen  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  them 
with  any  tolerable  degree  of  certainty. — Such  for  instance  as 
delays  by  bad  weather,  the  dressing  and  crushing  of  stones  with 
proper  inscriptions  at  remarkable  places,  and  others  which 
may  occur  to  the  Governor  and  yourself  when  you  find  it  con- 
venient to  converse  with  him  on  the  subject. — The  two  tents 
I  consider  not  only  indispensible  for  our  personal  accommoda- 
tion; but  they  will  tend  to  expedite  the  business  so  much,  that 
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tlie  first  expense  will  be  more  than  doubly  saved  in  tbe  agregate, 
by  enabling  tbe  comm'"^.  &  artists  to  be  together  at  the  termina- 
tion of  each  days  work  on  the  line,  and  to  proceed  in  the  morn- 
ing without  the  delays  which  w^.  necessarily  result  from  their 
lodging  at  different  houses  in  a  thin  settled  country 

I  am  Dear  Sir, 

very  respectfully  &*^. 

John  Steele 
Duncan  Cameron  Esq"" 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Steele  to  William  Hawkins 

Salisbury  February,  23^.  1813. 
D'.  Sir, 

Since  writing  the  enclosed  I  have  considered  that  Gen^.  Cam- 
eron w^.  probably  receive  it  sooner  from  Raleigh  than  from 
Hillsborough,  and  that  there  might  be  some  advantage  in  sub- 
mitting it  as  early  as  possible  to  Yr.  Excellency's  consideration. 
When  you  shall  have  perused  it,  and  taken  a  copy  of  it,  if  you 
think  proper,  be  so  obliging  as  to  cause  it  to  be  forwarded  by 
a  safe  and  direct  conveniance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Dear  Sir, 
With  great  consideration 

Your  Excellency's  most  ob*  Serv*. 
William  Hawkins  Esq. 
Governor  &c*^. 

(Copy  of  a  letter  on  the  subject  of  boun- 
dary to  Governor  Hawkins  and  General 
D.  Cameron.  Salisbury,  Feby.  23rd. 
1813.) 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 
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Joseph  Pearson  to  John  Steele 

March  9*\  1813 
D'  Sir. 

Einding  it  impracticable  to  return  to  Salisbury  in  time  to 
attend  Chatham  Sup"*.  Court  I  have  determined  to  take  that 
court  &  Randolph  in  my  way. 

You  will  remark  from  the  papers  that  the  Senate  declined 
acting  on  the  two  favourite  executive  Bills  which  passed  our 
house  by  large  majority — Yiz  the  Licence^  &  non-exportation^ 
Bills — Our  export  trade  is  therefore  left  pretty  much  in  the 
situation  it  was  at  the  meeting  of  Congress,  the  enemy's  Block- 
ading Squadron  excepted.^ — 

All  the  executive  acts  &  language  of  late,  particularly  his  in- 
augural speech  are  indicative  of  a  high  state  of  irritation  & 
puerile  passion,  unworthy  the  chief  of  any  nation  &  affording 
no  indications  of  returning  peace — With  those  evidences  of 
executive  feeling  &  views  what  will  be  your  surprise  to  see  in 
the  Intelligencer  of  this  day  that  the  proffered  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,*  had  been  acceeded  to  by  our  War  Chief — 


^This  was  a  bill  introduced  into  the  House,  Feb.  22,  1813,  de- 
signed to  prohibit  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  from  trading 
under  any  pass  or  license  from  a  foreign  power.  It  was  feared  that 
England,  blockading  our  coasts,  and  yet  desiring  certain  American 
products,  would  secure  them  through  respecting  licenses  issued  to 
American  traders  by  neutrals  through  whom  she  would  secure  the 
goods  indirectly.  The  bill  was  hotly  contested  in  the  House  but 
passed  on  March  1st  by  a  vote  of  59  to  32.  Annals  of  Congress, 
Twelfth  Congress,  Second  Session,  1150. 

^A  bill  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  certain  articles,  among  them 
wheat,  flour,  rice,  tobacco,  cotton,  indigo,  tar,  pitch,  rosin,  and  tur- 
pentine, in  foreign  vessels.  It  was  designed  to  supplement  the 
License  Bill,  and  passed  the  House  on  March  2,  1813,  by  a  vote  of 
69  to  29.  Annals  of  Congress,  Twelfth  Congress,  Second  Session, 
1163.    The  Senate  rejected  both  bills. 

^In  the  War  of  1812,  the  British,  instead  of  attacking  American 
commerce  on  the  open  sea,  sought  it  at  its  base.  They  blockaded 
large  portions  of  the  American  coast  and  finally  the  whole  coast 
itself.  In  the  first  part  of  the  war  this  blockade  was  limited  to  the 
Mississippi  and  to  the  Atlantic  coast  south  of  Narragansett  Bay. 
in  1813,  the  greater  part  of  the  United  States  was  effectively 
blockaded,  and  in  1814  the  blockade  was  extended  to  New  England. 
Cf.  Channing,  Hist,  of  the  U.  S.,  IV,  528. 

^Czar  Alexander  I's  offer  of  mediation  between  his  ally,  England, 
and  the  United  States  came,  through  the  Russian  charge  at  Wash- 
ington, to  the   State  department  on  March  8,   1813.     Monroe,  the 
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&  that  a  negociation  in  some  form  or  other  is  likely  to  be  set 
on  foot — This  is  the  more  extraordinary,  as  it  is  I  believe 
certain,  that  a  similar  proposition^  was  made  some  weeks  past 
by  the  Eussian  Minister  &  rejected  with  great  apparent  disdain 
by  the  President — every  body  seems  at  a  lost  to  know  the  cause 
of  the  sudden  &  unexpected  change — It  is  I  think,  intended  to 
influence  the  approaching  election — or  arises  from  a  perfect 
impossibility  in  those  in  power  to  prosecute  the  war^ — 

It  is  reported  that  we  have  met  with  another  disaster  at 
Sacketts  harbour^ — the  place  taken  &  the  shipping  taken  or 
destroyed — All  idea  of  offensive  operations  appears  at  present 
to  be  abandoned — It  will  require  all  the  energy  of  Gen^  Dear- 
born^ &  Co  to  defend  our  own  frontiers — This  is  the  state  of 


Secretary  of  State,  replied  on  the  11th,  accepting  the  offer,  and  a 
Federalist,  James  A.  Bogard,  of  Delaware,  and  Albert  Gallatin,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  were  dispatched  to  Europe  by  President 
Madison  to  join  J.  Q.  Adams,  Minister  to  Russia,  in  the  expected 
peace  negotiations.  For  the  documents  relative  to  Russian  media- 
tion, see  American  State  Papers,  Foreign  Relations,  III,  623-627. 
England  rejected  the  proposed  mediation,  Nov.  4,  1813,  Ihid., 
Ill,  621. 

^Founded  on  rumor  of  the  diplomatic  correspondence  with  Russia. 

^The  British  blockade  and  consequent  prostration  of  trade  in 
America,  the  growing  disaffection  of  New  England,  the  state  of  the 
National  finances,  squabbles  in  the  cabinet,  poor  military  success, 
and  the  tottering  of  Napoleon's  power  in  Europe,  made  up  a 
gloomy  enough  group  of  reasons  why  the  administration  now 
sought  a  way  out  of  the  war. 

^Sacketts  Harbor,  at  the  eastern  end  of  Lake  Ontario,  used  by  our 
government  in  the  War  of  1812  as  a  military  and  naval  base  on 
the  lake.  Forces  were  being  concentrated  here  in  the  early  months 
of  1813  for  a  proposed  campaign,  under  General  Henry  Dearborn, 
in  upper  Canada.  The  rumor,  to  which  Pearson  refers,  above,  was 
untrue,  but  a  panic  was  at  the  time  spreading  as  the  result  of  the 
British  general.  Sir  George  Prevost,  taking  up  his  post  at  Kingston, 
on  the  Canadian  side.  Cf.  Henry  Adams,  History  of  U.  S.,  VII, 
150,  et  seq.  May  26-28,  1813,  the  British  under  Prevost,  did  attack 
Sacketts  Harbor  and  were  beaten  off  by  American  Militia  under 
Jacob  Brown,  a  brigadier-general  of  state  militia  who  lived  in  the 
neighborhood.  As  a  reward  Brown  was  commissioned  brigadier- 
general  in  the  United  States  Army,  Jan.  24,  1814.  Powell,  Army 
Register,  105.  Cf.  also,  Adams,  VII,  164-171,  for  the  Sacketts 
Harbor  incident. 

^General  Henry  Dearborn,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  after  a 
noteworthy  service  through  the  Revolution,  was  a  member  of 
Congress  from  1793  to  1797,  and  in  1801  was  appointed  Secretary 
of  War  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  served  until  1809.  In  1812 
(Jan.  27)  he  was  commissioned  as  senior  major-general  in  the 
United  States  Army.  He  mismanaged  the  campaign  of  February- 
June,  1813,  for  the  invasion  of  Canada  and  was  recalled  in  July, 
Vol.  2—16 
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the  country  after  tlie  loss  of  three  armies^  &  the  expenditure  of 
thirty  or  forty  million — I  hope  the  career  of  folly,  imbicility  & 
ambition  is  nearly  at  an  end — if  it  is  not,  I  fear  the  liberties 
of  our  country  will  be  the  sacrifice — 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  approaching  elections  will  result 
propitiously.  On  them  may  depend  the  termination  or  con- 
tinuance of  the  war — 

I  shall  be  with  my  friends  at  Salisbury  as  early  as  possible — 
certainly  before  the  Sup'".  Court. 

Accept 
Sir 
my  respect  &  regards 

J**  Pearson 
I  set  out  in  the  morning  for  Chatham  court  house — 

Gen^  John  Steele 
Salisbury 
JSr  Carolina 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


William  Folic  to  John  Steele 

Ealeigh  March  27 — 1813 
My  Dear  Sir. 

I  have  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  James  Martin 
Esq.^  of  Stokes  County  in  answer  to  one  which  I  had  written 
him,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  he  has  declared  himself  a 
Candidate  at  the  ensuing  election  for  Congress  in  the  Guilford 
Dist*^. — Lacey^  &  Yancey^  are  both  up — ^he  states  what  I  suppose 


being  given  the  command  of  the  military  district  of  New  York  City. 
In  1822  he  was  appointed  minister  to  Portugal  and  served  two 
years.  He  died  in  1829.  Cyclopedia  of  American  Biography ; 
Lannan,  Dictionary  of  Congress;  and  compare  Adams,  Chap.  VII. 

^Pearson  doubtlessly  refers  to  Hull's  surrender  to  the  British  at 
Detroit,  August  16,  1812;  Van  Rensselear's  and  Smyth's  failures 
and  surrender  of  troops  in  the  fighting  around  Niagara,  Oct.-Nov., 
1812;  and  the  destruction  of  General  James  Winchester's  force  on 
the  Raisin  River,  January,  1813. 

^James  Martin,  member  of  the  Commons  from  Stokes,  1811-1812. 

^Probably  Theophilus  Lacy,  of  Rockingham,  member  of  the  Com- 
mons, 1799,  and  1801. 

^Bartlett  Yancey,  of  Caswell  County,  born  1785,  died  1828. 
Yancey  was  a  distinguished  lawyer;  a  Representative  in  Congress, 
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to  be  perfectly  correct ;  that  is — that  was  the  question  of  Peace 
or  War  fairly  put  to  the  District,^  it  would  be  found  that  the 
former  was  the  majority — but  he  doubts  very  much  whether 
even  those  who  are  thus  disposed  &  have  interest  will  exert 
themselves  in  his  behalf.  Do  for  Gods  sake  &  our  countries 
write  to  some  of  our  friends  in  Guilford  &  Rockinham  who  have 
it  in  their  power,  to  bestir  themselves  in  Martin's  favor.^  Will 
not  the  Quakers^  support  him?  have  you  not  influence  with 
the  Representatives^  of  Guilford?  M^.  Boyland^  and  myself 
have  written  Bagge^  and  others  in  Stokes,  &  I  will  get  Gen^ 
Cameron"^  to  use  his  influence  in  Caswell  &  elsewhere  in  the 
District. 

Stanford^  is  counfoundedly  alarmed  and  indeed  I  think  he 
has  some  cause — ^he  has  always  been  unpopular,  with  the  War 
[Party?]  in  the  District,  they  dislike  him  as  a  man  and  cannot 
be   brought   to   vote   for  him   with   a   good   will — I   find   that 


1813-1817;  and  State  Senator,  1817-1827,  being  Speaker  of  the 
Senate  through  his  whole  term  of  service.  For  a  sketch  of  Yancey 
see  Hamilton,  J.  G.  deRoulhac,  in  Ashe,  ed.,  Biog.  Hist,  of  N.  C, 
VII,  503-509. 

^The  "Guilford  District,"  to  which  Polk  refers,  was,  by  the  law 
of  1812,  the  9th  Congressional  District,  composed  of  four  counties, 
Rockingham,  Stokes,  Guilford,  and  Caswell.  N.  C.  Laws,  1812, 
p.  6. 

^Martin  was  the  Federalist  candidate,  and  hence  Polk's  urgent 
interest, 

^The  Quakers  were  particularly  numerous  in  Guilford  County, 
often  exerting  a  decisive  influence  not  only  in  county  elections  but 
in  Congressional  contests.  Wagstaff,  State  Rights  and  Political 
Parties  in  North  Carolina. 

*The  representatives  of  Guilford  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1813 
were:  Senate,  Jonathan  Parker;  Commons,  Obed  Macey  and  James 
Gibson.   N.  C.  Manual,  1913,  p.  632. 

^William  Boylan,  editor  of  the  Raleigh  Minerva,  an  active  Fed- 
eralist partisan.     See  supra. 

^Charles  F.  Bagge,  member  of  the  Commons  from  Stokes  County, 
1813.  Bagge  was  a  Moravian,  a  banker  and  business  man  of  Salem, 
which  was  then  in  Stokes  County.  See  Hamilton,  Papers  of  Thomas 
Ruffin,  I,  260,  and  531  for  letters  from  Bagge;  and  Hoyt,  The  Mur- 
phey  Papers,  I,  121,  168,  for  further  reference. 

^Duncan  Cameron,  of  Orange,  supra. 

^Richard  Stanford,  of  Person  County,  Representative  in  Congress, 
1797-1816.  His  district,  by  the  law  of  1812,  was  the  8th  and  con- 
tained three  counties,  Orange,  Wake,  and  Person.  In  the  Con- 
gressional election  of  1813  Stanford,  who  was  a  Republican, 
affiliated  with  the  "Quid"  faction  in  politics,  was  the  victor  by  a 
large  majority  against  his  Federalist  opponent,  James  Mebane,  of 
Orange.  Dodd,  Life  of  Nathaniel  Macon,  208,  222,  275,  276,  304.  Hoyt, 
Murphey  Papers,  I,  36,  68,  159. 
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Cameron  could  have  been  elected — I  had  not  thought  so  a  few 
weeks  ago — I  cant  hear  from  Phifer's^  District,  what  the  pros- 
pect is — nor  from  Pearson^ — tho'  we  do  not  learn  positively 
that  he  has  any  opposition.^ 

I  am  sincerely  your 
friend 

Will  Polk. 

Gen^  Cameron  has  declined  serving  as  a  Comm'^.^  on  account 
of  the  situation  of  his  family  I  dont  [know  ?]  who  the  Gov'^.  will 
appoint  in  his  place — there  has  no  communication  been  rec*^. 
from  the  Executive  of  S^  Carolina  since  you  were  here. 

W.P. 
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John  Murphy  to  (John)  Steele 

Thuesday  1st  July  1813. 
Genl.  Steele 

This  moning  I  Sold  Sixty  Bushels  Corn  to  Peter  Lance  to  be 
delivered  at  your  plantation  at  the  river  on  Monday  next,  please 
to  have  it  Shelled  and  delivered  that  day.  I  will  take  away  the 
balance  as  soon  as  I  can  get  waggons  to  hawl  which  I  hope  will 
be  in  a  few  days. 

Your  Obet  Servt. 

John  Muephy. 


^John  Phifer,  of  Cabarrus.  His  district  was  the  Eleventh  (Cabar- 
rus, Mecklenburg,  and  Lincoln).  He  was  defeated  in  this  election 
(May  1,  1813)  by  his  Republican  opponent,  Peter  Forney,  who 
served  as  Representative  one  term,  1813-1815.  Phifer  was  a  member 
of  the  Commons  1802-1805,  1810-1815,  and  1823. 

^Joseph  Pearson,  of  Rowan,  Representative  in  Congress  of  10th 
N.  C.  District. 

^Pearson  did  have  opposition,  Alexander  Gray,  of  Randolph, 
member  State  Senate,  1798-1799,  1804-1807,  and  1812.  Gray  carried 
Chatham  and  Randolph,  but  Pearson's  majority  was  so  large  in 
Rowan  that  he  won  the  district.  Returns,  Raleigh  Star,  May  7,  1813. 

^It  appears  that  Governor  Hawkins  offered  Judge  Cameron  an 
appointment  upon  the  South  Carolina  Boundary  Commission,  which 
tender  was  declined.    Cf.  note  5,  PolTc  to  Steele,  Sept.  14,  1812. 
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Friday  tlie  16tli  receive  60  bushels  again 
Monday  the  19  receive  60  bushels. 
Addressed  : 

Genl.  Steele 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


William  Hawhins  to  John  Steele 

Executive  Office  E'.C. 

Kaleigh  10*^.  July  1813 
Gentlemen 

I  transmit  to  you  herewith  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  Conven- 
tional agreement^  entered  into  between  the  Commissioners  of 
this  State  and  those  of  South  Carolina  and  which  have  been 
ratified  by  the  two  States,  relative  to  boundary.  Conceiving 
it  to  be  unnecessary  to  swell  this  communication  with  instruc- 
tions I  shall  only  remark  that  in  extending  the  line  you  will 
conform  to  those  articles  and  to  the  Acts  of  the  General 
Assembly  which  have  been  passed  upon  this  subject — and  that 
you  will  cause  it  to  be  marked  in  such  manner  as  may  be  by 
you  agreed  upon. 


^The  Conventional  agreement  above  referred  to  is  that  of  July  11, 
1808,  which  South  Carolina  had  ratified  upon  tlie  condition  of  a 
modification  of  the  3rd  Article.  See  the  Conventional  Agreement. 
Despite  tentative  efforts  on  the  part  of  each  State  the  matter 
lagged  until  1812,  when  both  states  renewed  their  commissions, 
Governor  Hawkins  on  Dec.  25th  of  that  year  naming  Steele  of  the 
old  commission  and  two  new  men,  Stokes  and  Burton.  The  joint 
commission  of  the  two  states  completed  their  task  in  the  late 
summer  of  the  following  year  and  at  McKinney's,  on  Toxaway 
River,  September  4,  1813,  entered  into  a  provisional  agreement  as  a 
substitute  for  Article  3  of  the  old  agreement.  See  the  Provisional 
Agreew.ent.  The  ensuing  legislative  sessions  of  both  states  ratified 
the  whole  and  the  line  was  now  established. 
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I  offer  you  an  assurance  of  the  high  consideration  and  respect 
with  which 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen 
Your  Obedient  Servant 

William  Hawkins 
The  Hon 

John  Steele 
M  Stokes^  • 

Kob*.  Burton^  Esq''^ 

Commissioners  on  boundary 

John  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


William  Hawkins  to  John  Steele  and  Others 

Executive  office  N".  C. 

Kaleigh  10*^.  July  1813 
Gentlemen, 

You  will  receive  by  the  bearer  of  this  a  Marque  and  tent.^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Gentlemen 
Your  Obedient  Serv*. 

William  Hawkins 
The  Hon—. 

John  Steele 
M  Stokes 
B  Burton 
Commissioners 
on  boundary 


^Montfort  Stokes,  of  Rowan  County,  became  a  resident  of  Wilkes 
County  about  this  date.  He  was  major-general  of  militia  in  the 
war  of  1812-1814  with  England.  In  1823  he  served  Wilkes  County 
in  the  State  Senate  and,  1829-1830,  in  the  Commons.  See  note  2, 
Wallace  Alexander  to  John  Steele,  May  21,  1790. 

^Robert  Burton  (1747-1825),  of  Granville  County,  was  Councilor 
of  State  1783-1784,  member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  1787-88, 
and  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  rising  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  See  sketch  of  Robert  Burton,  by  W.  E.  Dodd  in  Biog.  Hist, 
of  N.  C,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  39-41. 

^Equipment  for  the  boundary  Commissioners'  use  in  their  field 
work.    A  "Marque"  is  a  large  field-officer's  tent. 
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Henry  Middleton^  to  George  Blackburn 

[Aug.  8,  1813] 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  tlie  Commis'*s  of  South  Carolina  to 
Gen.  Blackburn^  dated  Aug*.  8*^  1813 

i)^  Sir. 

Gen^  Blassingham^  &  myself  having  had  a  conference  with 
D^  Blyth  (who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  environs  of  the 
Hickory  Ridge)  we  have  agreed  that  it  is  best  to  establish  our 
Encampment  on  the  precise  spot  deviding  the  Eastern  from  the 
Western  waters — a  plan  well  known  to  M'".  Bradford  who  will 
deliver  you  this  and  who  has  our  direction  to  conduct  you 
there,  and  to  provide  for  any  additional  trouble  or  expense 
which  may  arise — ^we  hope  that  this  arrangement  will  meet  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Gentlemen  from  ]^.  Carolina  to  whom 
we  request  you  will  present  our  respects.  We  shall  endeavor 
to  be  in  Camp  at  an  early  hour  on  Wednesday  next. 

I  am  D^'.Sir 
respectfully  &  with  regard 
your  obed*.  Sev*. 

H''.   MiDDLETON 

South  Carolina  Commissioners 

to 
Geo.  Blackburn 
copy 
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^Henry  Middleton  was  Governor  of  South  Carolina  in  1810-1812; 
from  1815  to  1819  he  was  a  Representative  in  Congress;  in  1820  he 
was  appointed,  by  President  Monroe,  Minister  to  Russia,  and  served 
until  1830.    Nat.  Gycl.  Amer.  Biog.,  XII,  163. 

^George  Blackburn,  to  whom  the  above  letter  is  addressed  and  by 
him  apparently  transmitted  to  Steele  for  the  latter's  information. 
The  title  "General"  seems  to  be  wholly  honorary.  Blackburn  was 
the  scientific  expert  on  the  South  Carolina  Commission.  He  was 
elected  to  the  chair  of  mathematics  and  astronomy  in  the  South 
Carolina  College,  Columbia,  Nov.  28,  1811,  and  resigned  Nov.  30, 
1814.    Laborde,  M.,  History  of  the  South  Carolina  College,  71-75. 

^John  Blasingham  and  Joseph  Blyth  made  up  the  other  members 
of  South  Carolina's  Commission,     Supra. 
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John  Steele,  M(ontfort)  StoTces,  and  Ro(hert)  Burton  (Com- 
missioners) to  W(iUia)m  Hawlcins,  Governor 

Mecklenburg  County  Septemr.  20tli,  1813 
Sir 

In  obedience  to  yr  Excellency's  instructions  we  proceded  to 
the  termination  of  tlie  line  of  1772,  where  we  met  the  com- 
missioners of  South  Carolina  on  the  20th  of  July  last,  the  day 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  Conven- 
tional agreement  between  the  two  States  relative  to  boundary. 

It  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  enclosed  reports  of  Dr. 
Jos.  Caldwell  and  Mr.  George  Blackburn  the  Astronomer,  who 
accompanied  the  Commissioners,  that  owing  to  a  continued 
succession  of  unfavourable  weather  the  duties  tO'  be  performed 
by  them  required  much  more  time  than  was  contemplated  at 
the  commencement  of  the  business,  and  ultimately  gave  rise 
to  discussions  and  difficulties  of  a  very  perplexing  and  dis- 
agreeable nature.  Some  of  those  are  concisely  recapitulated  in 
the  notes  subjoined  to  those  reports,  which  with  the  reasons 
assigned  in  the  preamble  to  the  substitute  for  the  3d  article 
herewith  enclosed  we  flatter  ourselves  will  be  sufficient  to 
justify  us  for  having  agreed  to  that  instrument.  It  appeared 
upon  the  most  deliberate  view  of  the  subject  to  be  better  to 
accept  of  this  substitute  with  a  probability  of  finally  closing 
the  controversy,  than  to  continue  it  longer  open  even  with  the 
prospect  of  gaining  more,  and  we  regret  exceedingly  that  we 
were  not  able  to  prevail  on  the  Commissioners  of  South  Caro- 
lina to  run  and  mark  the  lines  as  discribed  in  the  agreement. 
They  at  first  assented  to  do  so,  and  indeed  it  was  explicitly 
stipulated  as  a  condition  upon  which  we  agreed  to  the  substi- 
tute ;  but  after  having  reduced  our  agreement  to  the  form  of  an 
article,  the  commissioners  of  South  Carolina  discover'd  such 
manifest  reluctance  that  we  were  induced  from  considerations 
of  prudence  to  yield  the  point  as  to  an  immediate  running  and 
marking  of  the  lines  which  with  us  had  been  from  the  beginning 
of  our  conferences  a  favourable  object.  This  will  be  handed  to 
your  Excellency  by  Dr.  Caldwell  who  is  intimately  and  min- 
utely acquainted  with  all  our  proceedings,  and  to  whom  we  beg 
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leave  to  refer  you  for  further  particulars,  and  ample  details. 
In  addition  to  other  papers  connected  with  the  subject  of  this 
report  he  is  specially  charged  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  a 
chart  taken  from  actual  survey  of  the  country  from  the  termi- 
nation of  the  line  of  1772  to  the  35^.  of  I^orth  Latitude  at 
Chatuga  River,  exhibiting  thereon  the  line  of  Separation  and 
limits  as  agreed  to  by  the  provisional  Substitute,  and  also  a 
correct  plat  of  the  new  line  from  the  termination  of  the  line  of 
1764  at  Salisbury  road  to  So.  Et.  corner  of  the  Cataba  Lands 
on  twelve  mile  creek. 

In  closing  this  communication  it  affords  us  no  Small  degree 
of  satisfaction  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  assure  your  Excellency, 
that  if  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States  shd.  think  fit 
to  ratify  the  provisional  Substitute  now  recommended  to  them, 
it  will  as  far  as  we  know  and  believe  completely  settle  the  con- 
troversy, and  put  and  end  we  trust  to  all  further  difficulties 
with  the  State  of  South  Carolina  on  the  subject  of  boundary. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

John  Steele.  M.  Stokes,  Ro.  Burton. 

His  Ex.  Wm.  Hawkins  Esq. 
Gov  of  !N'o.  Carolina. 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


A(nn)  N ess-field}  to  Mrs.  Steele 

Fayetteville  Septr.  23d  1813. 
My  dear  Sister 

My  long  silence  has  been  occasioned  by  Indisposition,  a 
change  has  taken  place  in  my  complaint.  I  have  not  that 
frequent  discharge  of  phleghm,  that  I  was  accustomed  to, 
Avhich  has  caused  an  Asthmatic  Affection,  a  very  painful 
disease,  and  has  reduced  me  more  than  I  ever  was  before. 

Doctr.  Robeson  prescribed  Churches  patent  cough  and  Asth- 
matic Drops,  which  restored  me  very  much.    I  have  taken  what 

*For  Anne  Nessfield,  sister  of  Mrs.  John  Steele,  see  other  notes, 
particularly  note  1  to  document,  "Sale  of  Nessfield  Property,"  dated 
Dec.  27,  1794;  and  below,  Grove  to  Steele,  May  15,  1814,  and  Aug. 
17,  1814. 
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I  could  procure  in  this  place,  and  feel  anxious  to  get  more. 
The  Dr.  sent  to  the  north  for  some,  but  it  will  be  some  time 
before  it  arrives.  Should  there  be  any  in  Salisby.  do,  my 
Sister,  send  2,  or  1  vial,  for  which  you  shall  have  a  return — 
we  have  been  in  a  state  of  warfare,^  every  decent  man  was 
calld  to  Wilmington  they  b[e]ing  in  companies  of  Horse  or 
foot,  scarcely  enough  left  for  a  guard,  which  were  the  old,  and 
school  lads,  some  returned,  others  still  below — our  country 
seems  to  be  in  a  wretched  state,  every  article  of  consumption 
more  than  doubled  in  price — I  have  forgot  whether  I  mentioned 
the  Marriage  of  Dr.  Sibley^  to  a  Frenche  lady,^  25  years  of  age. 
I  hope  she  will  rule  him — Ann  Eliza*  also  Married,  extremely 
well,  which  happened  very  fortunate,  as  she  always  declared 
against  a  step  Mother — Henry^  is  anxious  to  be  in  the  Army  or 
Navy,  last  Month  he  was  one  and  twenty  I  do  not  thiiJk  he 
will  remain  with  his  Father.  I  wish  he  may  be  fortunate  as 
his  Sister,  in  settling  in  the  world,  those  that  do  so  early  in 
life  appear  to  succeed  best.     I  am  often  asked  is  Miss  Steele^ 


^The  war  of  1812-1815  with  Great  Britain. 

^Doctor  John  Sibley,  former  editor  of  the  North  Carolina  Minerva, 
or  Fayetteville  Gazette,  but,  since  1804,  a  resident  of  Natchitoches, 
on  the  lower  Red  River,  in  the  newly  acquired  Louisiana  territory. 
Here  he  became  a  topographer  and  special  investigator  for  the 
Federal  Government  among  the  Indian  Tribes  along  the  Red  River 
and  in  the  Mississippi  Basin.  See  his  reports  in  American  State 
Papers,  Indian  Affairs,  Vol.  I,  p.  706,  721,  725,  et  seq. 

^The  second  marriage  of  Doctor  John  Sibley.  He  was  first 
married  to  Betsy  Hopkins,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Hopkins,  D.D.,  of 
Newport,  R,  I.,  a  noted  theologian  and  an  author.  See  Nat.  Gyc.  of 
Amer.  Biog. 

^Ann  Eliza  Sibley.  There  are  three  children  traceable  from  Dr. 
Sibley's  marriage  to  Betsy  Hopkins:  George  Champlain,  explorer, 
b.  in  Great  Barrington,  Mass.,  April,  1782,  d.  in  Elma,  Mo.,  30  Jan., 
1863;  Ann  Eliza,  and  Henry.  All  these  were  brought  up  in  North 
Carolina.  Henry,  the  youngest,  joined  his  father  in  Louisiana  and 
became  the  father  of  Henry  Hopkins  Sibley,  b.  Natchitoches, 
25  May,  1816.  Henry  Hopkins  Sibley  was  graduated  at  the  U.  S. 
Military  Academy,  1838,  fought  in  the  Seminole  wars  in  Florida, 
with  distinction  in  the  Mexican  War,  gaining  the  rank  of  major 
for  gallantry  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  in  the  Civil  War  was  a  brigadier- 
general  in  the  Confederate  service.  After  the  fall  of  the  Confed- 
eracy he  accepted  service  as  brigadier-general  in  the  forces  of  the 
Khedive  of  Egypt,  remaining  five  years  in  that  employment.  He 
afterward  returned  to  the  U.  S,  and  died  at  Fredericksburg,  Va., 
23  Aug.,  1886.    Appleton,  Gyc.  Amer.  Biog.,  V,  520-521. 

^Henry  Sibley.     See  note  4,  above. 

^Elizabeth  Steele,  second  daughter  of  John  Steele,  was  born 
5  August,  1795  and  was  married  to  Robert  Macnamara,  of  Salisbury 
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married  yet — and  why  not — she  must  direct  what  answer  to 
make  to  the  latter  question  as  I  know  not  why — there  were 
many  refugee  ladies  from  Wilmington  in  this  place  for  a  few 
Weeks,  all  the  Lord  family,  and  Sophia  Green,  James  was  also 
here,  quite  a  showy  Lad,  it  was  said  he  was  attached  to  Delha 
Cochran — who  you  must  have  heard  is  married  to  Doct.  Pope, 
Our  Brother's  family^  are  now  with  me — they  keep  the  house 
and  I  live  with  them — they  continue  here  until  the  last  of 
Octbr.  Ann  was  up  but  has  gone  down  to  the  Fort^ — prefering 
that  to  this  place — their  last  child  is  a  fine  little  girl  named 
Caroline  Winslow.  Mrs.  Belden  has  lately  a  daughter.  Mr. 
Winslow^  jvLst  returned  from  the  ISTorth  left  his  daughter  and 
Miss  Adam  in  Boston,  and  brought  on  a  Miss  Winslow,  who 
has  quite  a  ISTorthern  complexion,  she  is  above  thirty  yet  no 
person  would  suppose  her  above  20,  so  unlike  your  poor  Sister, 
whose  looks  have  always  kept  pace  with  her  years — to  which 
if  attended  with  health  would  be  perfectly  resigned.  I  hope  to 
hear  immediately  from  you,  never  do  without  my  first  writing, 
as  to  my  traveling  cannot  at  this  time  I  am  too  weak  to  bear 
the  fatigue — and  Juno^  who  attends  myself  will  be  confined 
soon  who  I  shall  miss  very  much.  Mr.  Steele,  Margaret,  and 
Eliza,  I  wish  to  be  told  I  feel  the  greatest  Affection  for,  also 
you,  dear  Sister 

A.    I^ESSFIELD. 

Addressed : 

Mrs.  Steele 
Salisbury. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


28  June,  1814.  She  died  at  Annsfield,  near  Salisbury,  Nov.  28,  1834. 
Archibald  Henderson,  John  Steele,  N.  C.  Booklet,  Vol.  XVIII,  No.  4, 
p.  175. 

^The  family  of  Robert  Cochran,  half-brother  to  Anne  Nessfield  and 
Mrs.  Steele.  He  had  kept  his  family  sometime  at  Wilmington,  and 
sometime  at  Fayetteville  since  his  appointment  in  1807  as  collector 
for  the  Wilmington  District, 

^Either  Fort  Johnston,  or  Fort  Caswell,  both  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Cape  Fear  River,  and  both  garrisoned  by  State  troops  during  the 
War  of  1812. 

^John  Winslow,  prominent  citizen  of  Fayetteville. 

^Slave  woman  of  Miss  Nessfield  and  her  personal  attendant. 


716        The  J^oeth  Carolina  Histoeical  Commission 

William  Thornton  to  John  Steele 

City  of  "Washington  8tli :  Octr.  1813. 
My  dear  Sir 

I  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  obliging  favour  of  tlie 
27tli.  TJlto.  whicli  I  received  last  Evening — ^Without  your  kind- 
ness I  should  liave  been  much  imposed  on. — I  depend  so  much 
on  your  superior  knowledge  relative  to  the  proper  steps  to  be 
pursued  in  securing  my  Lands  from  the  Harpies,  that  whatever 
you  advise  I  shall  request  may  be  immediately  done;  and  of 
course  that  the  release  in  your  possession  be  recorded  in  Mont- 
gomery County.  I  am  not  suprised  that  Migginson  is  turned 
out  of  office,  for  I  have  long  been  impressed  with  the  Idea  that 
he  was  not  an  honest  man. 

I  wrote  to  enquire  of  Colonel  Pearson  the  reason  why  I  am 
charged  so  heavily  for  my  Taxes  for  last  year,  being  double 
the  Amount,  and  more,  that  I  had  been  charged  when  the  Lands 
were  duly  returned;  and  as  the  return  was  made  last  year  as 
well  as  this  within  the  time  specified  by  law,  I  cannot  conceive 
from  what  so  heavy  a  charge  can  arise ;  unless  indeed  it  be  from 
the  blessed  effect  of  this  wise  measure.  War:  but  I  did  not 
suppose  the  State  Legislature  would  also  have  lain  upon  us  the 
heavy  hand  of  Taxation,  when  the  General  Government  is 
going  to  put  so  heavy  a  foot  on  our  necks. ^ 

How  we  shall  bear  it  all  I  cannot  tell 

But  this  my  Friend  I  really  know  full  well 

We  wish  the  War  &  tax-men  all  in  hell. — 

I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  request  Colonel  Pearson  to  give 
me  a  few  lines  in  answer  to  my  last.  I  am  anxious  to  have  the 
Taxes  paid  as  soon  as  they  are  required,  and  I  request  he  will 
write  to  the  Gentleman  who  kept  Carlo  to  send  me  an  Acct. 
of  his  Season,  &  the  money  as  soon  as  possible,  for  I  am  much 
in  want,  having  been  very  greatly  a  sufferer  by  the  interruption 
between  this  &  the  West  Indies,  &  having  for  many  years  re- 
ceived no  supplies  thence. 


^For  the  drastic  tax  measures  employed  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  finance  the  War  of  1812,  see  Annals  of  Congress,  Acts  of 
July  22,  July  24,  August  2,  1813. 
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We  are  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  from  Lake  Ontario.  By 
the  smoke  seen  lately  a  severe  battle^  was  fought  between 
Chauncey  and  his  Antagonist  Sir  James,  the  result  not  known; 
but  it  was  thought  to  be  in  favour  of  our  Fleet — the  Mail  this 
Day  it  is  thought  will  give  the  news,  and  I  will  keep  this  open 
as  long  as  I  can,  that  I  may  give  you  the  Intelligence  if  possible. 
The  Mail  is  come,  but  no  Letters  for  any  of  the  Offices  of 
Government,  &  consequently  no  ISTews — 

My  wife  &  her  mother  join  me  in  best  respects  to,  &  sincere 
good  wishes  for  the  happiness  of,  your  good  Lady,  Daughters 
&  self. 

I  am  dear  Sir  your  much  obliged 
&  sincere  Friend  &c. 
General  Steele.     )  William  Thornton. 

Addressed : 
General  John  Steele 
Salisbury 

ISTorth  Carolina. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Steele  to  Ahraham  Nott^ 

Ealeigh  J^ovem'*.  17^^.  1813.— 
Dear  Sir, 

In  the  course  of  a  few  months  past  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
to  become  slightly  acquainted  with  a  young  gentleman  of  y^ 
town.     M"" ^  with  respect  to  whom  it  is  interesting  to  me 


^The  third  naval  battle  in  1813  for  the  control  of  Lake  Ontario, 
fought  between  the  American  Commodore  Isaac  Chauncey  and  the 
British  fleet  under  Sir  James  Yeo.  This  battle  was  fought  in  York 
Bay,  Oct.  5,  1813,  and  resulted  in  the  British  being  driven  into 
Kingston  Harbor,  where  they  remained  blockaded.  See  McMaster, 
J.  B.,  History  of  the  People  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  IV,  47-48. 

^Abraham  Nott,  of  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  was  a  Federalist 
Representative  in  Congress  1799-1801,  He  practiced  law  in  Colum- 
bia from  1804  to  1810,  and  in  the  latter  year  was  elected  a  judge 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  of  the  Superior  Courts  of  South 
Carolina;  died  at  Fairfield,  S.  C,  1830. 

^The  name  of  the  young  gentleman  in  question  is  not  entered  in 
this  copy  which  Steele  made  of  his  letter  to  Judge  Nott.  Perhaps 
delicacy  of  feeling,  in  respect  to  the  cause  of  the  inquiry,  prompted 
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to  be  some  what  better  informed  than  I  am  at  present. — Upon 
suggesting  tbis  to  bimself ,  be  expressed  a  desire  that  I  w*^.  write 
to-  you  on  tbe  subject,  wbicb  added  to  tbe  consideration  tbat 
I  bave  no  otber  friend  in  tbat  part  of  tbe  country  to  wbom  I 
could  apply  witb  equal  confidence  and  satisfaction,  will  I  bope 
be  my  apology  for  taking  tbis  liberty. — I  am  particularly 
anxious  to  be  informed  as  to  tbe  integrity  and  respectability 
of  bis  character,  as  to  bis  babits  of  temperance  and  attention 
to  business,  and  something  of  bis  connections,  circumstances, 
and  standing  in  tbe  circle  of  your  neigbbourbood  society. — Any 
information  wbicb  you  may  be  pleased  to  favor  me  witb  on 
tbese  or  otber  points  connected  witb  tbem  will  be  very  grate- 
fully rec^.  and  you  may  rest  assured  tbat  it  sball  be  made  use 
of  witb  proper  discretion  in  my  own  family  and  no  wbere  else. 
— ^I  expect  to  remain  bere  until  about  tbe  20*^.  of  December 
wben  tbe  Legislature  will  probably  rise,  after  wbicb  I  sball 
immediately  return  to  Salisbury;  at  either  place,  as  may  best 
suit  your  convenience  I  shall  flatter  myself  witb  tbe  bope  of 
receiving  an  answer. — It  is  unnecessary  to  add  my  wish  tbat 
tbis  letter  may  be  seen  only  by  yourself. — 

I  am  Dear  Sir  &*^ 


[Unsigned  copy,  Steele's  band] 


Tbe  bon^i^ 
Judge  N'ot. — 


(Copy  of  a  letter  to  Judge  ]^ot,  dated  Raleigh,  E'ov.  17*^ 
1813) 


the  omission.  The  editor  is  unable,  with  the  material  at  hand,  to 
verify  his  theory,  but  is  of  the  opinion  that  Robert  Macnamara,  who 
married  Steele's  daughter,  Elizabeth,  on  June  28,  1814,  was  the 
subject  of  inquiry  in  the  ai)ove  letter. 
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Charles  Fisher^  to  John  Steele 

Salisbury  :N'o^  17.  1813. 
Dr  Sir. 

In  behalf  of  the  Thespian  Society^  I  enclose  to  you  by  this 
mail,  two  petitions  to  the  Gen.  Assembly. — I  spoke  to  you  upon 
the  subject  of  one  of  them;  and  the  Society  feel  themselves 
under  obligation  to  you,  for  your  readiness  to  serve  us.  The 
second  petition,  as  you  will  see,  is  upon  a  different  subject,  tho 
we  hope  you  will  meet  with  no  difficulty  in  accomplishing  its 
object. 

I  also  enclos*^  the  form  of  an  Act  of  Incorporation — perhaps 
it  may  save  you  the  trouble  of  drawing  up  one :  if  however  you 
dislike  the  form,  be  so  good  as  to  alter  it  to  please  yourself — 
retaining  the  substance. 

I  am  dear  Sir  with  respect  &  friendship 
Your  most  Ob*.  Hob  Ser* 
N".  B.    I  address  you  this  letter  Chas.  Fisher. 

P  at  the  request  of  the 

Society. 

Gen.  John  Steele. 
Member  of  the  Gen.  Assembly 
Raleigh, 

]sr«.  c. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


^Charles  Fisher  was  born  in  Rowan  County,  1789,  and  died  at 
Hillsboro,  Miss.,  1849.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  an  early  age, 
entered  politics,  and  represented  Rowan  in  the  State  Senate  in  1818. 
In  the  same  year  he  was  elected  to  the  15th  Congress  to  fill  a 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  George  Mumford,  and  was  reelected 
to  the  16th  Congress.  Between  1821  and  1836  he  was  several  times 
in  the  Commons;  and  in  1835  was  one  of  the  most  influential  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Constitutional  Convention;  and  in  1839  again 
member  of  Congress,  the  26th  Congress.  He  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics.  Biog.  Congressional  Directory,  1774  to  1911.  Rumple, 
History  of  Rowan  County,  322,  for  the  Fisher  family. 

^This  society  was  a  group  of  individuals  associated  in  the  town  of 
Salisbury  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  institution  of  learning, 
and  for  the  general  promotion  of  literature,  and  were  incor- 
porated by  law  under  the  name  of  the  "Salisbury  Thespian  Society." 
Laws  of  N.  C,  1813,  p.  31. 
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Simeon  Belden  to  John  Steele 

Fayette  Deer.  17th  1813 
lialf  past  8  P.M. 
Sir 

Your  Sister  Miss  Kesfield  has  for  a  few  days  past  been 
gradually  declining,  is  now  very  ill,  without  a  change  for  the 
hetter  it  is  feared  she  cannot  remain  with  us  many  days,  she 
is  anxious  to  see  her  Sister,  &  may  survive  untill  Mrs.  Steele 
reaches  this  place  if  no  time  is  lost,  at  the  request  of  the  Ladies 
of  my  family  drop  you  this  line — Yrs. 

respectfully  Simeon  Belden. 
Addressed : 

Genl.  John  Steele  Fayette  17th  Deer. 

Member  of  Assembly 
Raleigh. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Steele  to  Albert  Gallatin 

[18131?] 
Dear  Sir, 

At  the  request  of  one  of  my  neighbors  M"".  Tobias  Mull  I  beg 
leave  to  trouble  you  with  the  enclosed  acco*.  of  $111  ag*.  the 
United  States,  which  you  will  much  oblige  me  by  presenting 
to  the  Accountant  of  the  war  department  for  settlement. — It 
ought  to  have  been  paid  here,  but  Leu*.  Williamson  the  com- 
manding officer  at  this  post  alledges  that  he  has  no  money  and 
after  repeatedly  putting  off  Mr.  Mull  with  promises  of  ex- 
pected remittances,  knowing  the  account  to  be  justly  due  I  have 
advised  him  to  make  application  without  further  delay  to  the 
Gov*,  for  payment.     For  this  purpose  the  account  is  assigned 


^The  date  of  this  letter  should  probably  be  just  before  the  legis- 
lative session  of  the  State  Assembly,  Nov.  15,  1813.  Lieutenant 
Williamson,  whose  procrastination  is  complained  of,  is  doubtless 
J.  S.  Williamson,  commissioned  August  13,  1813,  as  second  lieutenant 
in  the  24th  Regiment  of  U.  S.  Infantry;  and  Steele  was  a  member 
of  the  Assembly  of  1813,  Nov.  15-Dec.  25. 
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to  you  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  endorsement.  There  will  I 
hope  be  no  difficulty  in  the  case,  as  the  poor  man  has  already 
had  much  reason  to  complain  and  is  in  need  of  the  money. 
When  settled  I  will  thank  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  remit 
a  Check  or  treasury  Draft  on  the  Bank  of  the  U  States  at 
Philadelphia,  in  favor  of  Tobias  Mull  or  Order,  in  a  letter 
directed  to  him  at  Salisbury  by  post. — 'No  person  has  any 
interest  in  it  but  himself,  and  he  is  a  very  good  man  by  whom 
this  instance  of  your  obliging  kindness  will  be  gratefully  re- 
ceived.—  I  expect  to  be  absent  from  this  place  attending  the 
State  legislature  at  Raleigh  which  w*^.  render  it  inconvenient 
and  increase  the  delay  to  enclose  to  me. — I  will  however  direct 
M'*.  Mull  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  it  by  letter,  as  soon  as 
it  shall  have  arrived. — Joseph  Chambers  Esq'',  formerly  a  clerk 
in  the  Compf*^.  office,  and  noAv  United  States  Factor  at  the 
Indian  Trading  house  on  Tombigbee  is  fully  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  of  this  claim  and  the  necessity  that  M''.  Mull 
is  under  of  sending  on  to  the  War  office  for  payment : — to  him 
therefore  I  w*^.  beg  leave  to  refer  the  acco*.  for  the  reasons  if 
he  sh^.  require  them. — You  may  assure  him  however  that  the 
claim  is  justly  due,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  the  money  will 
be  paid  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. — I  have  informed  M*". 
Mull  that  I  thought  he  might  look  for  your  letter  at  the  post 
office  in  three  or  four  weeks  from  this  time. — 

There  are  other  claims  of  a  simular  kind  remaining  unpaid, 
which  I  suppose  will  be — on  in  a  short  time. — Among  the  rest 
I  have  myself  for  the  rent  of  a  house  for  the  troops  since 
June  1805. — It  has  not  been  convenient  to  Lieu*.  Williamson  to 
pay  me  anything  yet  and  not  being  in  want  of  the  money  I  feel 
reluctant  to  make  application  on  my  own  account  though  I 
presume  I  shall  be  oblige  ultimately  to  do  it,  and  will  therefore 
thank  you  to  intimate  to  M^.  Simmons^  that  my  claim  for  the 

^William  Simmons,  accountant  of  the  War  Department.  This 
office  was  created  May  8,  1792.  American  State  Papers,  Finance,  I, 
590.  The  accountant  was  responsible,  in  the  first  instance,  to  an 
auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and,  finally,  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  for  observing  proper  principles  and  rules,  in  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts;  in  cases  where  a  diversity  of  opinion  was  found 
to  exist,  the  opinion  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  was  to 
prevail,  and  be  conclusive.  See  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
(James  McHenry)  to  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Department, 
Dec.  28,  1797,  Amer.  State  Papers,  Finance,  I,  1816-1817.  Simmons 
Vol.  2—17 
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rent  of  tlie  Barracks  remains  entirely  unpaid,  and  that  I  liave 
expectation  of  receiving  it  here,  unless  Gov*,  sh*^.  think  fit  to 
remit  money  to  pay  all  outstanding  demands. — Should  this 
mode  be  adopted  no  person  w**.  he  more  proper  for  such  a  trust 
than  M''.  Chambers  above  mentioned,  who  is  now  at  the  seat 
of  Gov*,  and  will  return  here  shortly. 

Endorsed  : 

[Copy  of  a  letter  to  (Gollotiu)  for  Tobias  Mull] 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Steele  to  William  Barry  Grove 

Salisbury  may  15*^.  1814 
D\  Sir, 

I  would  have  acknowledged  the  favor  of  y'".  letter  of  the 
25*^.  March  before  now;  but  waited  to  learn  whether  it  w*^.  be 
convenient  to  M''.  Cochran^  &  M''.  Pope  to  attend  at  Fayette 
Ville  as  proposed  in  the  hasty  note  which  I  addressed  to  you 
from  M^^.Millans. — The  opinion  which  General  Davis^  expressed 
on  the  morning  when  he  agreed  to  administer,  that  the  estate 
might  be  settled  &  distributed  in  three  days  as  well  as  in  a 
longer  period  &  the  respect  which  is  also  due  to  M"^.  Browns 
opinion  a  copy  of  which  you  were  so  obliging  as  to  enclose 
induced  me  to  think  that  no  further  delay  is  necessary  on  that 
subject. — ^Whenever  therefore  the  Administrators  are  of  opinion 
and  the  debts  are  collected  &  [mss.  worn  off]  with  sufficient 
certainty  to  admit  of  a  discrimination  of  the  [mss.  worn  off] 
other  property,  I  will  attend  with  a  disposition  to  afford  every 


had  occupied  the  Accountant's  office  through  Steele's  period  of 
comptrollership  of  the  Treasury,  and  continued  to  do  so  until  after 
the  War  of  1812. 

^Robert  Cochran,  Jr.,  of  Fayetteville,  Collector  of  the  Customs  of 
the  District  of  Cape  Fear;  member  of  the  Commons  for  the  borough 
of  Fayetteville  1802,  and  1804.  He  was  the  half-brother  of  Mrs. 
John  Steele  and  her  sister,  Ann  Nessfield,  the  settlement  of  the 
estate  of  the  latter  being  the  subject  of  the  above  letter, 

^Thomas  Davis,  of  Fayetteville,  Representative  in  the  Commons 
from  the  borough,  1798,  1800,  1803,  1809,  1814;  Federalist  candidate 
for  speaker  of  the  Commons;  candidate  for  U.  S.  Senate,  1812. 
Hoyt,  Murphey  Papers,  I,  74,  II,  6. 
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facility  which  may  be  necessary  on  my  part  &  have  it  effected 
with  mutual  satisfaction. — I  am  accordingly  thankful  to  you 
&  to  General  Davis  for  the  trouble  which  you  have  both  had, 
&  for  any  which  you  may  yet  have  in  giving  the  business  a 
direction  most  likely  to  lead  to  a  speedy  &  friendly  termination. 
— ^A  sale  I  hope  will  not  be  thought  of  by  any  one.  It  w*^.  be 
attended  with  such  delay,  expences  and  trouble  that  I  would 
much  prefer  the  plan  suggested  by  Gen^  Davis  of  doing  it 
among  ourselves  with  the  friendly  assistance  of  the  Adminis- 
trators in  a  few  days  instead  of  adopting  a  course  which  might 
&  probably  would  require  as  many  years. — 

This  has  been  my  wish,  as  I  wrote  to  M*".  Cochran  last  winter 
&  have  often  declared  to  you,  from  the  beginning  and  if  M**. 
Winslo\v^  had  shown  no  reluctance  to  qualify  &  had  said 
nothing  about  the  bond  which  you  well  remember  was  presented 
to  me  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  business  w^.  have  been  in  a  great 
degree  accomplished  during  the  week  of  your  last  court. — 
Gen^  Davis  did  not  administer  until  the  last  day  of  the  court, 
&  M''.  Cochran  leaving  town  immediately  after  I  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  conversing  with  them  together  indeed  but  a  few 
minutes  with  yourself  on  Sunday  morning,  as  to  any  determi- 
nate arrangement  on  the  subject. — In  this  slight  alteration  to 
[mss.  worn  off]  will  only  be  seen  by  yourself  and  General 
Davis  [mss.  worn  off]  M^.  Cochran  the  public  to  say  that  he 
assured  me  repeatedly  that  it  [worn  off]  direct  with  his  appro- 
bation.— Until  the  bond  was  required  of  me  I  did  not  know 
that  my  word  in  such  a  case  would  have  been  refused  by  any 
acquaintance  in  Fayetteville,  or  indeed  in  any  other  case  for 
twice  the  value  of  the  whole  estate. — Do  me  the  favour  to  pre- 
sent my  respects  to  General  Davis  and  be  assured  that  I  am 

Dear  Sir 

John  Steele 

William  B.  Grove  Esq"". 

P.S.  The  foregoing  contains  the  substance  of  a  letter  which 
I  wrote  you  on  the  25^^.  of  April,  and  committed  to  the  care  of 
M^.  H.  Sleighter  of  this  place  who  attended  your  late  sup*". 

^John  Winslow,  lawyer,  of  Fayetteville,  member  of  the  Commons 
for  the  borough,  1815-1819,  and  prominent  advocate  of  internal  im- 
provements, especially  of  the  Cape  Pear  River  up  to  Fayetteville. 
Hoyt,  Murphey  Papers,  II,  47,  83. 
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court  in  a  suit  ag*.  M""^.  Harrington.^ — Since  he  returned  from 
Fayetteville  and  only  a  few  days  ago.  lie  handed  me  the  letter 
with  an  apology  that  he  had  put  it  in  his  desk,  and  entirely 
forgot  to  take  it  with  him. — This  I  hope  will  be  sufficient  to 
explain  any  seeming  tardiness  on  my  part  to  acknowledge  the 
favour  of  y"".  latter  of  the  25*^.  of  March,  which  is  the  only  one 
from  you,  that  I  had  received. 

[Cop]y  of  a  letter  to  W™.  Grove 
[May]  15t^  1814.— 
concerning  Miss  l^essfields 
estate. 

N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Steele  to  G.  Mumford 

Salisbuey  Augt.  15th.  1814. 
Sir, 

When  you  were  in  town  for  the  first  time  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  appeals,  you  were  so  good  as  to  reduce  the  valua- 
tion of  my  (torn)  and  houses  in  this  Assessment  district  to 
the  sum  of  ($7556.00)  Seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty 
six  dollars,  or  thereabouts,  and  showed  it  to  me  corrected  on 
the  list  of  the  Assistant  Assessor  which  you  exhibited  for 
public  inspection.  At  this  valuation  they  are  rated  a  little 
higher  than  some  other  lands  in  the  same  neighbourhood  of 
equal  quality,  but  as  I  am  sensible  of  the  arduous  task  which  has 
devolved  on  you,  and  being  for  that  reason  unwilling  to  in- 
crease yr.  trouble  by  light  or  unimportant  objections,  I  have 
concluded  to  be  satisfied  with  the  reduction  then  made. 

In  regard  to  the  valuations  of  my  negroes  I  flatter  myself 

that  your  interposition  to  do  me  justice  will  be  equally  prompt 

and    satisfactory.      In    making    return,    I    conformed    to    the 


^Mrs.  Rosanna  Harrington,  widow  of  General  H.  W.  Harrington, 
moved  to  Fayetteville  early  in  the  year  1812  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  her  children  in  school.  From  this  time  she  resided  there 
until  September,  1815,  when  she  moved  back  to  her  country  estate, 
"Beausejour,"  in  Richmond  County.  Wagstaff,  ed..  The  Harrington 
Letters,  Sprunt  Monographs,  Vol.  13,  pp.  40,  41,  58. 
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directions  contained  in  your  printed  advertisement  with  tlie 
most  scrupulous  exactness,  except  that  I  declined  putting  a 
value  on  my  own  property  from  motives  of  delicacy;  yet  it  ap- 
pears that  Mr.  Brandon  has  valued  (115)  of  my  negroes  at  a 
larger  sum  than  he  valued  One  hundred  and  forty  one  (141) 
negroes  belonging  to  Francis  Locke,  Joseph  Chambers,  Alex- 
ander Long,  and  William  C.  Love  Esquires  Vizt. 

John  Steele  115  negroes  valued  at $32,250 

Francis  Locke  Esqr.         33  ditto  at       8.125 — 
Joseph  Chambers  Esqr.    20  ditto  at       4.337 
Alexander  Long  Esqr.       48  ditto  at     10,167 
Wm.  C.  Love  Esqr.  40  ditto  at       8,898 


141  $31,527. 


From  this  statement  you  will  observe  the  ground  of  my 
objection.  Four  parcels  of  very  valuable  negroes  containing 
in  number  twenty  six  (26)  more  have  been  valued  at  $723. 
less  than  mine.  My  negroes  are  neither  better  nor  worse  than 
those  of  other  men,  and  all  the  parcels  which  I  have  stated 
above  except  Judge  Lockes  are  on  plantations  contiguous  to  and 
in  the  same  neighborhood  with  mine.  How  such  a  diiference 
in  their  valuation  could  take  place,  when  the  negroes  are  known 
to  be  in  families  like  mine,  and  equally  valuable  (if  not  more 
so)  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  I  will  not  undertake  at 
present  to  say:  but  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  see  the  in- 
justice done  to  me  and  correct  it.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that 
the  (141)  negroes  above  mentioned  should  be  averaged  on  the 
total  amount  of  their  valuations,  and  that  the  same  average 
shd.  be  applied  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  valuation  of 
the  (115)  negroes  returned  by  me.  This  is  the  true  and  at  the 
same  time  the  easiest  way  to  remedy  complaints,  when  the  in- 
justice consists  as  in  the  present  case,  not  so  much  in  valuing 
some  stocks  of  negroes  too  low,  as  in  valuing  others  too  high. 
Other  instances  might  be  stated  of  similar  or  greater  inequality ; 
but  these  I  hope  to  a  man  of  yr.  understanding  will  be  sufficient 
to  support  my  claim  to  the  reduction  requested.  Accept  my 
thanks  for  the  polite  and  respectful  manner  in  which  you  have 
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attended   to   my   applications,   and   do   me   the   favour   to   be 
assured  that, 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir 

your  most  Oht.  Servt. 

J.  S. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  statement  of  the  ages  of  my  negroes 
classed  and  valued  agreeably  to  the  rule  adopted  by  the 
Assessors  which  you  were  so  good  as  to  favour  me  with;  by 
which  it  appears  that  they  ought  to  have  been  rated  at  about 
$25,000  or  at  most  $26,000.  At  either  I  wd.  be  satisfied,  and 
I  submit  the  correction  to  the  good  sense  and  impartiality  of 
the  principal  Assessor  not  doubting  that  he  will  do  me  justice. 
Here  follows  a  list  of  the  negroes  classed  &ca. 

John  Steeles  negroes  valued  by  Assistant  Assessr $32,250 

Valued  by  the  rule  of  the  Assessors 25.675 


Overrated—  6.485 

Endorsed : 

Copy  of  the  letter  to  G.  Mumford 
esqr.  Principal  Assessor 
Augt.  15th  1814 

John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


W(iUiam)  B(arry)  Grove  to  (John)  Steele 

Fayette  Yille  Augt.  17th.  1814. 
My  Dear  Sir 

You  will  think  strange  at  not  having  heard  from  me  before 
this;  when  I  wrote  you  last,  I  expected  in  a  few  days  from 
that  time,  to  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  inform  you  when  it 
would  be  convenient  for  Mr.  Cochran  to  meet  you  here  to  divide 
&  adjust  the  Estate  of  Miss  Nessfield,^  in  conformity  to  your 
intimation  tO'  me  on  that  subject  in  your  last  letter,  the  con- 

^See  note  1  to  "Sale  of  Nessfield  Property,"  dated  Dec.  27,  1794. 
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tents  of  wliicli  I  made  known  to  Genl.  Davis,  &  through  him 
to  Mr.  Cochran.^ 

Mr.  C —  has  been  here  twice  since  that  time,  but  only  for 
a  day  or  two,  &  owing  to  his  Official  Duties  at  Wilmington 
which  has  been  unexpectedly  increased  this  Summer,  by  the 
number  of  Prizes  sent  into  that  Port,  He  has  never  been  able 
to  fix  on  the  exact  week,  when  He  could  meet  you  here,  &  give 
me  notice  thereof,  that  I  might  inform  you  of  the  same — this 
notice  I  have  been  expecting  these  two  months,  &  on  Saturday 
last  while  Mr.  C.  was  here  for  two  days,  I  urged  him  to  name 
some  week  that  you  might  meet  him  here,  &  he  proposes  the 
week  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly,  alledging  it 
might  be  more  convenient  &  agreeable  to  you,  as  it  was  probable 
you  would  take  this  in  your  way  to  Raleigh,  &  by  that  time  He 
was  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  devote  a  Week  to  his  own  affairs 
— ]^ow  if  this  meets  your  approbation,  inform  me  of  it,  &  I 
will  endeavour  to  have  the  Business,  &  all  the  parties  prepared 
for  the  Division — 

I  understand  that  Mr.  Cochran  is  to  act  for  the  other  Heirs — 
He  has  not  yet  presented  his  acco*®.  &  adjusted  his  claim  & 
offset  to  his  J^ote;  but  I  presume  he  is  ready  to  do  so;  when 
that  is  done,  I  see  nothing  to  prevent  a  final  settlement — The 
I^egroes  keep  healthy,  but  are  not  doing  much  in  the  way  of 
hire,  I  mean  the  Women  &  young  ones — 

I  congratulate  you  &  Mrs.  Steele  on  the  Marriage  of  your 
Daughter,^  &  tho'  I  dont  know  the  Gentleman,  I  hope  &  doubt 
not,  he  is  a  Clever  Man  and  will  make  her  happy. — Mrs. 
Grove  and  my  Children  are  on  a  Yisit  to  her  Parents  in 
Orange,  it  was  not  in  my  power  Conveniently  to  accompany 
them,  &  expect  them  back  in  a  Week  or  10  days.  Our  friend 
Mr.  H.  Campbell  has  lost  his  eldest  Son,  a  fine  Boy  by  Worms. 
Such  events  are  distressing  to  Parents. 


*See  notes  to  letters  of  Grove  to  Steele,  May  15,  1814. 
''Elizabeth  Steele,  second  daughter  of  John  Steele.     See  A.  Ness- 
field  to  Mrs.  Steele,  Sept.  23,  1813. 
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Be  pleased  to  present  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Steele,  and  to  my 
old  friend  Henderson. 
I  am 

My  Dear  Sir 

with  esteem 

Yr.  Obdt.Sert. 

W.  B.  Grove. 
Genl.  Steele. 

Address:    General  Steele 
Salisbury 
KC. 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Haywood  to  John  Steele 

Raleigh  1st  Decemr.  1814. 
Dr.  Sir, 

Your  mucli  valued  favour  of  tlie  7tli  TJlto.  was  brought  me 
in  course  of  the  Mail,  and  I  attended,  without  loss  of  time,  to 
the  business  committed  to  me  by  it : — For  the  want  of  the  Sur- 
veyors Affidavit,  shewing  the  deficiency  of  Land  in  your  Entry, 
I  was  under  the  necessity  of  taking  payment  for  the  full 
quantity  entered,  instead  of  the  number  of  Acres  actually  had : 
— This  made  you  accountable  for  the  purchase  Money  of  Ten 
Acres  and  three  fourths  of  an  Acre  more  than  you  obtained 
through  your  Entry: — On  the  Surveyors  Affidavit  this  sum 
can,  however,  at  any  time  be  refunded  to  you,  and  it  is  not 
only  usual  but  the  constant  practice  here  to  refund  on  such 
Affidavits  of  the  Surveyors  for  Vouchers. — I  obtained  your 
Grant  on  the  21st  ISTovemr.  and  will  do  myself  the  pleasure  of 
forwarding  it  to  you  by  some  of  the  Members  of  the  Assembly, 
should  no  safe  opportunity  offer  sooner  than  the  close  of  their 
Session. — The  Certificate  you  sent  me  is  subject  to  the  scale 
of  depreciation  and  is  reduced  by  it  to  a  very  small  amot. ; 
however,  I  have  sealed  and  placed  it  to  the  credit  of  your  Accot. 
in  payment  for  the  Land-Entry  above  mentioned;  and  by  the 
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statement  at  the  foot  of  this,  you  will  be  enabled  to  settle  with 
your  l^eighbour,  to  whom  the  Claim  belonged. 

I  would  have  done  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  you  and 
of  acknowledging  the  rect.  of  your  Letter  above  mentioned  at 
a  more  early  period,  had  I  not  been  led  to  defer  doing  so  in  the 
hope  I  might,  at  the  same  time,  be  enabled  by  delay,  to  say 
something  of  the  proceedings  of  our  Legislature: — They  have 
appointed,  or  elected  rather,  a  Governor  after  three  Ballot- 
tings  : — in  the  first  two,  Polk,^  Miller^  and  Outlaw^  were  Can- 
didates:— Miller  had  most  Votes  the  first  time,  but  a  very  few 
only  more  than  Polk — Outlaw  had  but  few,  perhaps  13  or  23 
in  the  whole: — On  the  second  Ballotting,  Colo.  Polk  lost,  per- 
haps three  Votes,  and  Miller  was  said  to  have  a  majority: — 
Outlaw  still  having  not  many: — Some  difiiculty  however  arose 
as  to  the  number  of  Votes  given  in,  and  it  was  agreed  to  ballot 
again  yesterday;  when  Polh  heing  withdrawn,  the  contest  lay 
between  Miller  and  Outlaw: — Mr.  Miller  proved  successful,  by 
perhaps  a  dozen  Votes  or  thereabout  over  Outlaw,  and  is  of 
course  the  Governor  for  the  ensuing  year.  Mr.  Stanly*  was 
proposed  as  Speaker  in  the  Commons  in  his  place  or  stead,  but 
declined  being  placed  in  the  Chair;  giving  for  reason,  that  he 
had  duties  to  perform  on  the  floor,  which  forbade  his  accepting 
the  honor  offered  him  or  extended  him : — Mr.  ISTash^  was  there- 
upon proposed  and  made  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
— Mr.  Cameron^  is  elected  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  &c. : — 
The  election  was  postponed  from  tim,e  to  time,  and  it  was  said 


^Colonel  William  Polk,  at  this  date  president  of  the  State  Bank 
of  North  Carolina. 

^William  Miller,  of  Warren,  Governor  of  North  Carolina  for  three 
consecutive  terms,  1814-1817.  He  was  attorney-general  of  the  State 
in  1810;  member  of  the  Commons,  1810-1814,  and  speaker,  1812-1814; 
State  Senator,  1821-1822,  and  charge  d'  affaires  to  Guatemala,  1825, 
where  he  died  early  in  1826,  Cf.  M.  DeL.  Haywood's  Sketch  of 
William  Miller  in  Ashe,  ed.,  Biog.  Hist,  of  North  Carolina,  IV, 
328-330. 

^George  Outlaw,  of  Bertie  County,  member  of  the  State  Assembly 
almost  continuously  from  1796  to  1824;  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  1812, 
1813,  1814. 

*John  Stanly,  of  Craven;  lawyer;  often  a  member  of  the  Assembly 
between  1798  and  1826;   N.  C,  1801-1803,  and  1809-1811;   Federalist. 

^Frederick  Nash,  of  Orange,  in  the  Commons,  1814-1817  and 
Speaker,  1814. 

^Duncan  Cameron,  of  Orange. 
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to  be  contemplated  to  offer  Mr.  Pluinmer^  likewise;  however, 
it  was  at  length  determined  to  ballot,  when,  I  believe,  no  other 
person  was  actually  nominated.  The  Resignation  of  the  Sen- 
atorship  by  Mr.  Stone,^  which  has  been  anxiously  looked  for  by 
some,  has  not  yet  been  made ;  and  it  is  now  hoped  by  many  that 
it  will  not  be  made. 

Governor  Hawkins  has  been  applied  to  by  many  to  offer, 
case  Mr  Stone  should  resign;  he  has  however  from  the  begin- 
ning said,  he  would  not;  giving  for  reason,  that  his  domestic 
affairs  required  his  presence,  and  ruled  him  to  decline  any 
public  appointment,  for  the  present,  which  would  take  him 
from  home  for  a  length  of  time:  and  in  any  event  to  decline 
being  made  a  Senator.  When  it  was  found  Hawkins  would  not 
serve,  Mr.  James  Mebane,  of  Orange,  was  talked  of  by  many; 
and  would  probably  have  held  a  good  poll  and  as  some  suppose 
have  been  elected,  in  case  a  Resignation  had  come  in;  and  after 
Hawkins  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  offer  or  serve. 

I  write  in  haste  and  am  hurried  by  those  who  wish  land 
Receipts  &c.  and  therefore  do  not  recollect  any  other  business 
done  by  the  Assembly  which  would  be  new  to  you : — should  any 
thing  interesting  occur  in  course  of  the  Session,  I  will  do 
myself  the  pleasure  of  again  addressing  you. 

My  wife  is  obliged  by  your  kind  remembrance  of  her — and 
my  Son  John  is  not  a  little  flattered  and  delighted  by  the 
m.anner  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  mention  him : — He  is  a  fine 
Boy  and  promises  well : — I  trust  he  will  make  a  clever  Man,  as 
he  in  industrious  and  learns  well.  My  Wife  is  in  better  health 
than  usual  and  offers  her  Respects  to  you. 

I  feel  for  your  situation  since  the  departure  of  your  Daugh- 
ters:— The  loss  of  their  society  will  no  doubt  be  sensibly  felt 
by  you;  there  is  however  one  consolation,  in  addition  to  the 
hope  you  derive  from  the  warm  climate  to  which  they  have 
gone,  and  that  is,  that  through  the  Mails  you  may  be  weekly 
informed  of  their  situation: — ^I  hope  they  will  continue  in 
health  &  prove  Blessings  to  you.  I  am  obliged  by  the  mention 
you  make  of  my  family  and  indebted  by  your  kind  wishes  in 


^Kemp  Plummer,  of  Warren;  lawyer;  member  of  the  Commons, 
1794,  and  1815-1816. 

2,See  Note  1,  (p.  689)  to  letter  of  William  Boylan  to  John  Steele, 
Sept.  5,  1812. 
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regard  to  them  and  to  me: — I  am  indeed  happy  in  them — no 
Parent  more  so  in  his  Children;  and  save  that  it  would  be  an 
injury  possibly  to  the  amiable  Daughters  with  which  you  are 
blessed,  I  could  very  heartily  and  sincerely  wish  you  as  many 
as  I  have;  which  you  may  recollect  is  eight  in  the  whole;  one 
fine  Boy  having  been  born  since  we  saw  you.  My  Wife  now 
looks  so  well  and  is  in  such  health  that  I  am  flattered  with  the 
hope  she  will  become  quite  fleshy  &  strong. 

Much  &  truly,  your  friend 

John  Haywood. 

A.L.S.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Steele  to  Robert  Williams. 

Salisbury,  December  4*^.  1814 
Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution^  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
17*^.  of  December  last,  I  availed  myself  of  the  earliest  oppor- 


^Resolution,  of  the  Trustee  Minutes,  Dec.  17,  1813,  reads: 
"Resolved,  that  Gen.  John  Steele  be  requested  and  appointed  for  and 
in  behalf  of  this  Board  to  confer  with  George  McCulloch  and  Lewis 
Beard,  Esqs.,  relative  to  certain  lands  in  the  County  of  Mont- 
gomery, formerly  the  property  of  Henry  E.  McCulloch  and  now 
supposed  to  belong  to  the  University;  and  that  General  Steele  make 
with  these  gentlemen  the  best  bargain  for  the  interest  of  this 
Institution,  which  in  his  judgment  he  may  think  proper.  That 
General  Steele  be  authorized  to  employ  such  council  in  law  as  he 
may  judge  best  for  the  advancement  of  our  interest."  By  an  act 
of  legislature  in  1809,  and  in  recognition  of  the  embarrassed  state 
of  the  University's  iinances,  the  trustees  of  the  institution  were 
empowered  to  recover  certain  balances  due  from  executors  and 
administrators  to  claimants,  said  balances  to  be  seven  years  over- 
due; together  with  all  debts  to  the  State  prior  to  Dec.  31,  1799. 
Laws  of  N.  C,  1809,  Chap.  III.  The  zeal  of  the  trustees  in  collection 
was  expected  to  make  this  a  growing  resource.  Henry  Eustace 
McCulloch  was  prominent  politically  in  the  State's  late  colonial 
period,  but  as  a  Tory  during  the  Revolution  his  lands  had  been 
confiscated  by  the  State  in  1779.  In  1794  an  act  of  legislature  vested 
confiscated  lands  in  the  University,  expressly  providing,  however, 
that  lands  purchased  of  Henry  Eustace  McCulloch,  which  he  had 
given  bond  to  convey,  or  for  which  he  took  purchase-money  mort- 
gages, should  be  held  by  the  University  in  trust  to  make  title  to 
the  purchasers  upon  payment  of  the  balance  owed  by  them.  L. 
Sabine,  Biographical  Sketches  of  Loyalists  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, II,  55-57.  Battle,  Hist,  of  Univ.  of  N.  C,  I,  136.  Cf.  Hoyt, 
Murphey  Papers,  I,  28. 
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tunity  to  confer  witli  M"".  Lewis  Beard/  as  to  tlie  supposed  value 
of  the  lands  in  Montgomery  county  embraced  by  the  resolution, 
and  with  Archibald  Henderson^  Esq'',  as  to  the  probability  of 
recoveries  if  suits  in  law  or  equity  should  be  instituted. — M'. 
Henderson  stated  that  he  was  then  employed  in  two  suits  by 
Cunningham  and  Sloan  ag*.  the  Trustees  in  which  his  clients 
relied  chiefly  on  State  grants  with  the  Statute  of  limitation, 
and  if  they  succeeded  which  w*^.  be  determined  at  Rowan  sup'', 
court  April  term  1814  he  could  see  but  little  inducement  for  the 
Trustees  to  contend  in  any  other  cases  where  the  persons  in 
possession  could  avail  themselves  of  the  same  defence. — M''. 
Beard  was  also  of  opinion  that  the  two  cases  mentioned  by  M"*. 
Henderson  as  pending  in  Rowan  sup'',  court  were  as  favourable 
to  the  Trustees  as  any  that  could  be  selected  in  Montgomery 
county  or  elsewhere.  One  of  these  cases  was  decided  ag^.  the 
Trustees  at  April  term  last,  and  there  appeared  but  little  doubt 
that  the  other  w^.  have  been  decided  in  the  same  manner  if  a 
postponement  had  not  been  obtained. — After  this  decision  in 
April,  I  took  an  immediate  oppt^.  of  consulting  A.  D.  Murphy^ 
and  A  Henderson  Esquires  on  the  question  whether  suits  could 
be  brought  by  the  Trustees  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  an 
adverse  possession  of  Seven  years  under  colour  of  title  from 
operating  conclusively  ag*.  them. — The  result  of  the  consulta- 
tion was  more  favourable  than  the  recent  decision  in  the  case 
of  Cunningham  induced  me  to  expect. — They  both  concurred 
as  I  understood,  though  I  did  not  obtain  their  opinion  in 
writing,  that  by  using  the  name  of  the  State  with  that  of  the 
corporation,  the  seven  years  possession  might  not  perhaps  be 
conclusive  in  favour  of  the  defendents. — Here  the  subject  has 
been  allowed  to  rest  until  the  further  instructions  of  the  Board 
shall  be  obtained,  and  as  M"^.  Henderson,  M''.  Murphy,   and 


^Lewis  Beard,  of  Salisbury,  claimant  to  parts  of  the  McCulloch 
lands.    Minutes  of  the  Trustees,  Dec.  17,  1813,  passim. 

^Supra,  Henderson  to  Steele,  Jan.  16,  1803. 

"Archibald  DeBow  Murphey,  1777-1832,  member  of  the  State 
Senate,  1812-1818;  internal  improvements  advocate  in  State  policy; 
judge  of  the  Superior  Courts,  1816-1820;  Trustee  of  the  University 
of  North  Carolina;  author.  Hoyt  in  Biographical  History  of  North 
Carolina,  Ashe,  ed.,  IV,  340-349.  Hoyt,  The  Papers  of  Archibald  D. 
Murphey,  two  volumes,  Publications  of  the  North  Carolina  His- 
torical Commission. 


The  Steele  Papers  733 

M^  M^Culloli^  are  all  in  Raleigli  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest 
tlie  expediency  of  appointing  a  committee  to  confer  with  those 
gentlemen  and  reduce  the  contract  or  contracts  with  them  to 
writing  without  further  reference  to  me. — I  do  not  propose 
this  course  from  any  unwilling  to  serve  the  Board  to  the  extent 
of  my  ability,  on  the  contrary  it  w*^.  afford  me  the  greatest 
pleasure,  but  it  being  a  matter  of  considerable  interest  to  the 
institution  it  w*^.  be  a  relief  to  my  mind  if  the  Board  w*^.  take 
up  the  subject  and  act  on  it  definitely  during  the  present  annual 
session. — As  the  Statute  of  limitation  seems  to  be  the  principal 
obstacle  to  recoveries  the  ultimate  determination  of  the  Board 
cannot  be  made  too  soon. — 
I  am  Sir 

very  respectfully 

your  most  ob*.  Serv*. 

J.  S. 
Robert  Williams  Esq'^ 

Sect^.  to  the  Board  of  Trustees. — 

As  the  foregoing  letter  is  written  from  memory,  Gen\  Wil- 
liams is  requested  to  have  the  goodness  to  hand  it  to  M"^. 
Murphy  and  M"^.  Henderson,  that  its  contents  may  [be  ?]  known 
and  approved  by  them  before  it  be  laid  before  the  Board  of 
Trustees. — 


Emanuel  Shoher  to  John  Steele 

Salem  June  20th  1815 
Dr  Sir 

You  are  so  very  able  to  solve  questions  relative  to  Banking 
affairs,  that  I  must  beg  you  to  impart  to  me  your  Ideas  by  next 
mail,  on  some  points  that  have  occurred  here,  several  of  my 
friends  who  wish  to  become  stockholders  in  BanJc  from  various 
causes  appear  to  prefer  the  Newhern  Bank,  principally  from  the 
Idea,  that  there  are  more  places  of  trade,  and  little  comercial 
towns  contiguous  to  the  I^ewbern  establishment,  from  which 
they  inferr,  that,  that  Bank  may  perchance  yield  more  profit; 

^George  McCulloch,  of  Rowan,  heir  of  Henry  E.  McCulloch  and 
principal  claimant  to  the  lands  in  question.  He  represented  Rowan 
County  in  the  Commons,  1813-1815. 
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and  because  it  is  believed  here  tbere  will  not  be  so  great  a 
redundancy  or  surplus  stock  in  tbat  Bank  as  in  the  Bank  o£ 
Cape  Fear.  An  opinion  exists,  that  tbe  Cape  Fear  Bank  will 
open  branches  in  tbe  Western  part  of  the  State,  and  the  Bank 
of  I^ewbern  in  the  Eastern  part,  under  this  apprehension  my 
friends  who  would  prefer  the  N^ewbern  B.  fear  that  it  would  be 
somewhat  difficult  to  draw  the  Dividends  if  they  would  have 
to  go  to  Newhern  or  even  their  nearest  Agency,  which  might  be 
one  or  two  hundred  miles  off ;  my  private  opinion  was  or  is  that 
as  the  Banks  appear  to  be  united  in  friendship  that  the  l^ew 
bern  Bank  may  negotiate  their  business  through  the  C.F. 
Bank  and  so  vice  versa,  and  that  admitting  the  Cape  Fear  B. 
opens  an  Agency  here,  that  the  I^ewbern  Bank  will  pay  their 
Dividends  through  this  C.  F.  Agency — but  I  may  not  think 
correctly,  which  induces  me  to  entreat  your  opinion,  on  this 
subject — and  upon  the  whole  whether  the  increasing  in  favour 
of  the  INTewbern  Bank  will  have  any  branches  in  practice  or  not. 

The  Subscriptions  to  the  Banks  here,  has  received  a  great 
check  since  it  is  known,  that  there  will  be  such  an  immense 
redundancy  of  Stock,  at  this  time  331  shares  have  been  taken  in 
the  C.F.  &  129  S  in  the  I^.B.  tho  we  expect  considerable  more — 

If  I  am  not  mistaken  you  mentioned  to  .me  some  time  since, 
probably  at  Apl.  Court,  when  I  had  the  pleasure  to  be  in  your 
company  that  you  conceived  the  Banks  would  prefer  an  Agent 
or  Superintendent,  who  was  not  a  Stockholder.  I  have  an  Idea 
at  times,  to  offer  my  services,  but  as  my  situation  is  such,  that 
I  cannot  tie  myself  down  or  devote  all  my  attention  to  it  I 
should  frequently  have  to  entrust  the  business  to  a  particular 
and  trusty  friend,  which  the  Bank  would  probably  not  accede 
to,  that  is  to  say,  they  would  not  authorize  their  agent  to 
appoint  a  Sub  agent. 

The  mail  has  just  arrived,  tho  nothing  momentous  has  not  as 
yet  transpired  on  the  great  theatre  of  operation  in  Europe,  yet 
it  appears  the  Allies  are  making  the  most  vigorous  preparations 
to  enforce  the  treaty  of  Paris,  a  report  circulates  this  moment, 
that  Wellington  has  been  entirely  beaten  by  Bounaparte 
whether  this  is  gleaned  from  some  of  the  papers  I  am  unable 
to  say — ^We  anticipate  much  news  from  the  mail  arrivals.  We 
have  nothing  local  that  could  interest  you — I  hope  e'er  this 
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time  Mrs.  Steele  and  yourself  had  tlie  satisfaction  to  welcome 
your  children  from  the  South.  While  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  mention  me  to  Mrs.  Steele  and  your  Children  in  the 
most  respectfull  way — you  will  believe  me 

Dr  Sir  that  I  am  with  highest 

Respect  yours  &c 

Emanuel  Shobek^ 
Genl.  J.  Steel— 

N.B.  My  father's  family  join  me  in  respects  to  yourself  and 
family. 

A.  L.  S.  Steele  Papers,  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Steele  to  Emanuel  Shoher 

Salisbury  June  24th.  1815. 
Dear  Sir. 

I  have  reed.  yr.  favr.  of  the  20th  inst.  and  regret  that  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  give  you  as  much  and  as  useful  information 
on  the  subjects  as  you  seem  to  expect.  In  regard  to  interest 
which  is  the  main  inducement  to  vest  money  in  the  Stock  of 
any  Bank  I  do  not  perceive  that  there  can  be  much  if  any 
difference.  The  small  amount  which  I  subscribed  here  was  in 
the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear,  principally  because  I  owned  a  few 
shares  in  that  Bank  before,  and  not  with  the  expectation  of 
receiving  a  better  dividend.  I  would  have  for  obvious  reasons 
preferred  the  State  Bank  to  either,  if  Books  had  been  opened 
as  was  expected.  With  respect  to  agencies,  I  presume  that  the 
Banks  of  'New  Bern  and  Cape  Fear  will  act  in  some  degree  of 
concert,  as  they  have  done  in  obtaining  the  extension  of  their 
charters  and  in  opening  their  books  for  subscription;  but 
further  than  this  which  is  merely  conjecture,  I  can  say  nothing 
of  their  views  or  plans  of  operation.  If  you  shd.  be  appointed 
Agent  of  either  of  those  Banks,  you  will  doubtless  have  to  give 
security  for  the  performance  of  your  official  duties — and  you 


^Emanuel  Shober,  of  an  old  Moravian  family  at  Salem.  He  later 
moved  to  Stokes  County  and  often  was  a  member  of  State  Senate 
from  Stokes  after  1819.  Wheeler's  Reminiscences  of  North  Caro- 
lina, 407-408. 


736        The  INToeth  Carolina  Histoeical  Commission 

will  of  course  have  to  be  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  any 
person  whom  you  may  find  it  necessary  or  convenient  at  times 
to  substitute.  Tbe  opinion  of  mine  to  wbicb  you  allude,  tbat 
a  cashier,  Agent  or  clerk  of  a  Bank  shd.  not  be  a  stockholder, 
was  a  general  observation,  and  not  applicable  to  those  Banks 
more  than  to  any  other.  The  ground  of  the  observation  was 
this — a  stockholder  cannot  be  a  witness  in  ordinary  cases  in 
fav.  of  his  Bank  being  interested,  and  of  course  it  shd.  be  an 
object  with  all  Banks  to  keep  their  officers  and  agents  in  a 
situation  to  be  competent  to  give  testimony  in  a  court  of  justice. 
Have  the  goodness  to  present  my  respects  to  yr.  father  and  his 
family  and  be  assured  that  I  am  Dear  Sir,  very  respectfully 
your  obedient  servant 

Jno  Steele. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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[Jan.  21,  1757] 

INDENTURE,    {James  Carter  to  Robert   Gillespie] 

THIS  IKDEJNTTUKE  made  the  Twenty-first  day  of  January 
in  the  year  of  Lord  One  thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Fifty 
Seven  BETWEEN"  James  Carter  of  the  County  of  Rowan  in 
the  province  of  l^orth  Carolina  of  the  One  part  and  Robert 
Gillispie  of  the  County  of  Rowan  of  the  other  part  WIT- 
ITESSETH  that  for  an  in  Consideration  of  the  sum  of  Twelve 
pounds  Proc.  Money  to  the  said  James  Carter  in  hand  paid  by 
the  said  Robert  Gillispie  at  and  Before  the  Ensealing  and 
Delivery  of  these  Presents  the  Recept  Whereof  he  Doth  hereby 
acknowledge  and  thereof  and  Every  part  and  parcel  thereof 
doth  Clearly  Accquit  and  Discharge  the  said  Robert  Gillispie 
his  Executors,  Administrators  and  Every  of  them  by  these 
presents  and  of  the  sum  of  five  Shillings  Lawfull  money  of 
Great  Britain  to  the  said  James  Carter  in  hand  paid  by  the 
said  Robert  Gillispie  the  Receipt  Whereof  the  Said  James 
Carter  Doth  also  hereby  acknowledge  the  said  James  Carter 
have  Granted  Aliened  Released  &  Confirmed  and  by  these 
presents  do  Grant  Alien  Release  &  Confirm  unto  the  said 
Robert  Gillispie  in  his  Actual  Possession  now  Being  by  Virtue 
of  a  Bargain  &  Sale  to  him  thereof  made  for  one  Whole  Year 
by  Indenture  Bearing  date  the  Day  Before  the  Date  hereof  and 
by  force  of  the  Statute  for  Transferring  Uses  into  Possession 
and  to  his  heirs  and  Assigns  all  that  Messuage  or  parcel  of 
Land  Situate  Lying  &  Being  in  the  County  of  Rowan  in  the 
province  afsd.  and  in  the  Town  of  Salisbury  Containing  One 
hundred  and  forty  and  four  Square  poles  and  known  by  No.  2 
in  the  South  Square,  it  being  part  of  a  larger  Tract  of  Land 
Belonging  to  said  James  Carter  And  all  the  Estate  Right  Title 
Interest  Reversion  Claim  and  Demand  Whatsoever  of  the  said 
James  Carter  of  in  and  to  the  premises  aforesaid  and  Every 
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part  and  parcol  thereof  thereof  and  the  reversion  and  Rever- 
sions Remainder  &  Remainders  Year  (torn)  (torn)  Rents  and 
Profits  of  the  premises  aforesaid  and  Every  part  and  parsol 
thereof  To  Have  &  to  Hold  the  afsd.  Messuages  or  Plantation 
of  Land,  (torn)  Situate  (torn)  (torn)  (torn)  (torn) 
To  be  hereby  Granted  with  the  appurtenancies  unto  the  said 
R(obert)  Gillispie  and  his  hiers  to  the  use  of  the  said  Robert 
Gillispie  and  of  his  heirs  (&)  Assigns  the  said  James  Carter 
I^ow  Standeth  Lawfully  and  Rightfully  seized  of  &  in  the  said 
Messuage  &  Premises  with  their  appurtenances  of  a  good  Sure 
&  Perfect  Absolute  &  Indefeasible  Estate  in  fee  and  'Now  He 
hath  good  Rightfull  Power  &  Lawfull  and  Absolute  Authority 
to  Grant  and  Convey  the  sd.  Messuage  &  Premises  unto  the  said 
Robert  Gillispie  &  his  heirs  According  to  the  purport  and  Trew 
Intent  &  Meaning  of  these  presents  and  that  it  shall  and  may 
be  Lawfull  to  and  for  the  said  Robert  Gillispie  heirs  and 
Assigns  from  Time  to  Time  at  all  Times  hereafter  Peaceably 
and  Quietly  to  have  hold  possess  and  [enjoy]  the  Said  Mes- 
suage and  all  and  singular  Other  the  Premises  herein  Before 
Mentioned  and  Intended  to  be  hereby  Granted  with  the  Appur- 
tenances without  any  Lawfull  Let  Suit  Trouble  or  Interruption 
of  him  the  said  James  Carter  heirs  or  Assigns  or  any  other 
person  Whatsoever  freed  and  Discharged  of  and  from  all  In- 
cumberances  Whatsoever  or  the  Rents  or  Services  hereafter  to 
Grow  Due  to  James  Carter  Only  Excepted  and  foreprised  and 
the  said  James  Carter  his  heirs  Executors  &  Admrs.  Doth 
Covenant  and  Grant  to  &  with  the  said  Robert  Gillispie  by 
these  presents  that  it  Shall  and  may  be  Lawfull  to  and  for  the 
Said  Robert  Gillispie  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  from  Time  to  Time 
&  at  all  Times  forever  hereafter  Peaceably  and  Quietly  to  have 
hold  possess  and  enjoy  the  said  Messuage  and  premises  with  their 
Appurtenances  without  the  Lawfull  Let  Suit  Trouble  or  Inter- 
ruption of  him  the  said  James  Carter  his  heirs  &  assigns  or 
any  of  them  Or  any  Other  person  or  persons  Lawfully  Claiming 
or  to  Claim  in  by  from  or  under  him  them  Or  any  of  them  & 
the  sd.  James  Carter  his  heirs  Execrs.  &  Admrs.  do  Covenant 
and  Grant  to  and  with  ye  sd.  Robert  Gillispie  heirs  &  Assigns 
by  these  presents  that  he  the  sd.  James  Carter  his  heirs  Shall 
&  will  at  any  Time  or  Times  Upon  the  Request  &  at  the  Proper 
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Cost  and  Charges  in  tlie  Law  of  the  sd.  Robert  Gillispie  his 
heirs  or  Assigns  do  make  and  Execute  or  Cause  procure  to  be 
made  Done  &  Executed  all  &  Every  Such  further  &  Other  Act 
and  Acts  Conveyances  &  Assurances  in  ye  Law  Whatsoever  for 
the  further  &  Better  Conveying  &  Assuring  the  said  Messuage 
&  premises  with  their  Appurtenances  Unto  the  said  Robert 
Gillispie  his  heirs  to  the  Use  of  the  said  Robert  Gillispie  and 
of  his  heirs  &  Assigns  forever  be  it  by  fine  or  fines  Recovery 
or  Recoveries  or  Otherwise  howsoever  as  by  the  sd  Robert 
Gillispie  his  heirs  or  assigns  or  his  or  their  Council  Learned  in 
the  Law  shall  be  Reasonably  Devised  Advised  or  Required 
(torn)  Such  further  Assurances  Contain  no  further  Covenant 
or  Warranty  than  in  these  presents  is  Contained  TN  WIT- 
IN^ESS  whereof  the  said  James  Carter  hath  hereunto  set  his 
hand  and  affixed  seal  the  day  and  Year  Above  Written. 

J  AS.  Carter  (Seal) 
Signed  Sealed  &  Delivered 
In  the  Presence  of 
Edwd  Hughes 
Wm  Shepperd 

The  Above  Release  was  (torn) 
in  Open  Court  this  by  sd.  Jas.  Carter 
this  20th  Day  of  April  1757. 

Thomas  Parker  Clk.  Cor. 

Let  it  be  Registtred. 

Endorsed : 

The  Within  Deed  of  Sale  is  Duly  Registred  in  the 
Registers  Office  of  Rowan  County  in  Libr.  C.  page 
534,  535  &c.  Certified  &  Exd. 

By  Frances  Beatey  Pub.  Regr. 
Carter  to  Gillispie 


J , '  ^       >      J  >  ,  .   )  , 
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[July  22,  1761] 
DEED.     [To  Elizabeth  Gillispie'] 

THIS  IISTDEISTTUEE  made  and  Concluded  the  22d  Day  of 
July  in  tlie  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty  one  Between  Jam^  Carter  of  Rowan  County  in  the 
province  of  'No.  Carolina  Esqr.  and  hugh  Forster  of  the  County 
&  province  afsd.  planter  Trustees  for  the  Township  of  Salisbury 
of  the  one  part  &  Elizabeth  gillispie  Freholder  of  Rowan 
County  and  of  the  other  part — 

Witnesseth  that  the  sd.  Jam^  Carter  and  hugh  Forster  in  part 
of  performance  of  the  severals  Trusts  Reposed  in  them  by  a 
Certain  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  sail  Between  Wm.  Churton 
and  Richard  Yigars  of  the  one  part  and  the  sd.  Jam^.  Carter 
hugh  Forster  of  the  other  part  B airing  Dait  the  Eleventh  Day 
of  february  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thosand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  five  and  for  and  in  Consideration  of  Twenty  Shillings 
proclamation  mony  in  hand  paid  by  the  sd.  Elizabeth  gillespie 
unto  the  sd.  Jam^.  Carter  hugh  Forster  trustees  for  the  town- 
ship of  Salisbury  the  Receipt  whereof  &  the  sd.  Jam®.  Carter 
and  hugh  forster  for  the  Consideration  of  sd.  and  in  Con- 
sideration of  anual  Rent  hereinafter  Reserved  &  Contained  have 
granted  Bargained  and  sold  alined  &  confirmed  and  Do  hereby 
Grant  Bairgain  and  sell  alin  &  Confirm  unto  the  sd.  Elizabeth 
Gillespie  her  heirs  and  assigns  for  Ever  all  the  to  Lott  of  Land 
in  the  township  of  Salisbury  Containing  one  hundured  and 
forty  four  Squars  &  poles  Entered  with  the  sd.  Jam^.  Carter 
&  hugh  Forster  Trustees  for  the  township  afsd.  Which  Lott 
is  known  and  Distinguished  in  the  sd.  township  by  JSTo.  11  in 
the  No.  square  of  sd.  township  and  all  trees  woods  watersways 
Commodities  advantages  hereditements  and  appurtenances  what 
so  Ever  to  the  sd.  Lott  Belonging  or  in  any  ways  appertaining 
and  also  the  Reversion  and  Reversions  and  Remainders  Rents 
assizes  and  profite  of  the  sd.  premises  and  Every  part  thereof 
and  all  the  Estate  Rights  Title  and  Interest  Claim  and  Demand 
whatso  Ever  of  them,  the  sd.  Jam^.  Carter  and  hugh  forster  on 
and  to  the  sd.  Lott  of  land  &  premises  and  Every  part  thereof 
To  have  and  to  hold  The  sd.  Lott  and  all  &  singular  the  premises 
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above  mentioned  with  the  appurtenances  unto  the  sd.  Elizabeth 
gillispie  her  heirs  and  assigns  for  Ever  YIELDII^G  and  pay- 
ing therefore  yearly  &  Every  Year  for  Ever  hereafter  To  the 
sd.  Jam^,  Carter  and  hugh  forster  there  heirs  and  assigns  the 
annuel  Rent  of  one  shilling  proclamation  money  in  and  upon 
on  the  25th  Day  of  march  in  Each  year  the  first  payment  to  Be 
made  on  the  25th  Day  of  march  which  will  Be  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Sixty  Two  and  the 
sad.  Jam^.  Carter  and  hugh  forster  for  them  and  their  heirs  Do 
Covenant  grant  &  agree  with  the  Sd.  Elizabeth  Gillespie  her 
heirs  and  assigns  that  the  Sd.  Jam^.  Carter  and  hugh  forster 
And  their  heirs  the  sd.  Lott  and  premisses  and  Every  part 
thereof  against  them  the  sd.  Jam^.  Carter  and  hugh  forster  and 
their  heirs  and  against  all  Every  parsol  Claiming  by  from  or 
under  them  or  any  of  them  To  the  sd.  Elizabeth  gillispie  her 
heirs  and  assigns  shall  and  will  warrant  and  for  Ever  Defend 
by  these  preasents  and  the  sd.  Elizabeth  gillespie  her  heirs 
Executors  adminsrs  and  assigns  Doth  Covenant  and  grant  to 
and  with  the  sd.  Jam^.  Carter  and  hugh  forster  and  their  heirs 
Executors  Adminrs.  and  assigns  by  these  presents  that  the  sd. 
Elizabeth  guillespie  her  heirs  Executors  adminrs  and  assigns 
shall  and  will  yearly  and  Every  year  for  Ever  hereafter  well 
and  truly  pay  to  the  sd.  Jam^.  Carter  and  hugh  forster  their  heirs 
and  assigns  this  amount  Rent  of  one  Shillings  in  and  upon  the 
Day  and  time  in  Each  year  above  mentioned  for  paymt  Of  the 
same  according  to  the  Reservation  thereof  as  afsd.  IN"  WIT- 
NESS WHEREOF  the  sd.  parties  to  these  preasents  have 
here  and  to  interchangably  sett  their  hands  and  seails  the  Day 
and  year  first  above  written. 

Seail  And  Delivered  J  as.  Cartek  (Seail) 

In  the  preasent  of  Hugh  Foster  (Seail) 

Jno  Oliphant 
William  Williams 
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Recorded  in  the  Clerks  office  of  Rowan 
County  According  to  Law  Certified  bi  me  this 
22  Day  of  July  1762. 

Let  it  be  Registered 

John  Frohock  C.  C.  t 

Rowan  County,  to  wit- 
The  within  Deed  of  Sale 
is  duly  Registered  in 
the  Register's  Office  of 
sd.  County,  In  Book  IN'o.  A. 
page  760  &c. 
Test 

Francis  Beatey 

Pub.  Regr. 

Endorsed : 
Deed  for  a  Lot 
I^or.  11  on  the 
north  Square 
Eliz  Gillespie 
Registered. 


[May  25,  1762] 
INDENTURE.     [William  Williams  to  Elizabeth  Gillespie] 

This  Indenture,  Made  the  25  day  of  May  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  Seven  Hundrd.  and  Sixty  two.  Between 
William  Williams  of  the  County  of  Rowan  in  the  Province  of 
ISTorth  Carolina,  of  the  one  part  and  Elizabeth  Gillispie  of  the 
County  of  Rowan  of  the  other  part  Witnesseth,  That  for  and 
in  Consideration  of  the  sum  of  Fifty  pounds  to  the  said  William 
Williams  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Elizabeth  Gillispie  at  and 
before  the  Ensealing  and  Delivery  of  these  Presents  the  receipt 
whereof  he  doth  Hereby  acknowledge,  and  thereof  and  Every 
part,  and  parcel  thereof,  doth  clearly  acquit  and  Discharge  the 
said  Elizabeth  Gillispie,  Her  Executors  and  Admrs.  and  every 
of  them,  by  these  presents,  &  of  the  sum  of  five  Shills.  LawfuU 
money  of  Great  Brittain  to  the  said  William  Williams  In  hand 
paid  by  the  said  Elizabeth  Gillispie  the  receipt  whereof  the  said 
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William  Williams  doth  also  hereby  acknowledge ;  the  said  Wil- 
liam Williams  Have  granted  alien'd  released  and  Confirmed, 
and  by  these  Presents,  do  Grant,  alien.  Release,  and  Confirm 
unto  the  said  Elizabeth  Gillispie  In  his  actual  possession,  now 
being  by  Virtue  of  a  bargain  and  Sale  to  her  thereof  made,  for 
one  whole  year.  By  Indenture  bareing  Date  the  Day  before  the 
Date  Hereof,  and  by  force  of  the  Statute,  for  Transfering  uses 
into  Possession,  and  to  his  Heirs  and  Assigns,  all  that  Messuage, 
Tenement,  Lot,  or  parcel  of  Land,  Situate,  Lying  and  being  in 
the  County  of  Rowan  In  the  province  of  ISTorth  Carolina  and 
in  the  Township  of  Salisbury  distinguished  in  the  plan  of  Sd, 
Township  by  INTumber  two  in  the  ]N^orth  Square,  it  being  part 
of  the  Sd.  Lot  fronting  Corban  Street  it  being  by  a  Deed  of 
Sale  formerly  conveyd.  from  John  Ryle  to  the  said  Williams 
Williams  dated  the  9th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1762  and  Lying  between  John  MitchelP.  and  Eliz^.  Gillispie 
Quantity  being  four  poles  front  and  twelve  back  Containing  by 
estimation  forty  Eight  Square  pole  be  the  same  more  or  Less, 
and  all  the  Estate,  right,  title,  Interest,  Reversion,  Claim  and 
Dimand  whatsoever  of  him  the  said  William  Williams  of  in 
and  unto  the  premises  aforsd,  and  every  part  &  parcel  thereof, 
and  the  reversion  and  reversions.  Remainder,  and  remainders. 
Yearly  and  other  rents  and  Profits  of  the  premises,  and  every 
part  and  parcel  thereof;  To  Have  And  to  Hold  the  said  Mes- 
suage or  Lot  of  Land,  and  all  and  Singular  other  Premises 
herein  before  Mentioned,  and  Intended  to  be  hereby  Granted, 
with  the  appurtenancies  unto  the  said  Elizabeth  Gillispie  and 
her  Heirs,  to  the  use  of  the  Said  Elizabeth  Gillispie  And  of  her 
Heirs  and  Assigns.  And  the  said  William  Williams  his  Heirs 
Executors  Administrators,  doth  Covenant  and  Grant  to  and 
with  the  said  Elizabeth  Gillispie  her  Heirs  and  Assigns  by 
these  Presence,  that  the  said  William  Williams  'Now  standeth 
Lawfully,  and  Rightfully  Seised  off,  and  in  the  said  Messuage 
and  Premises  with  there  Appurtenancies  of  a  Good  sure:  per- 
fect. Absolute  and  Indefeasible  Estate,  in  fee ;  and  now  he  hath 
good  rightfull  Power,  and  Absolute,  and  Lawfull  authority,  to 
grant  and  Convey  the  said  Messuage  and  Premises,  unto  the 
said  Elizabeth  Gillispie,  her  heirs  and.  According  to  the  purport 
and  true  Intent  and  Meaneing  of  these  presents;  And  that  it 
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may  be  Lawfull  to  and  for  tlie  said  Elizabetli  Gillispie  her 
Heirs  and  Assigns,  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter, 
Peceably  &  Quietly  to  have  hold,  Possess,  and  Enjoy  the  said 
Messuage  and  all  and  Singular  other  the  Premises,  herein- 
before mentioned  and  intended  to  be  hereby  Granted,  with 
there  Appurtenancies  without  any  Lawfull  Lett,  Suit,  trouble, 
or  Interruption  of  the  said  William  Williams  his  heirs  or 
assigns  or  any  other  person  whatsoever  freed  and  Discharged 
of,  and  from  all  Incumbrances  whatever  the  Rents  and  Services, 
hereafter  to  Grow  Due  to  James  Carter  only  Excepted  and 
foreprised  and  the  said  William  Williams  his  Heirs,  Execrs, 
and  Admrs.  doth  Covenant  and  Grant  to  and  with  the  said 
Eliza.  Gillispie  By  these  Presence,  that  it  shall  and  may  be 
Lawfull  to  and  for  the  Said  Eliza.  Gillispie  her  Heirs  and 
Assigns  from  time  to-  time  and  at  all  Times  for  ever  hereafter 
peaceably,  Quietly,  to  have  hold,  possess,  and  Enjoy  the  said 
Messuage  and  Premises,  with  there  Appurtenancies,  Without 
the  Lawfull  let,  Suit,  trouble,  or  Interruption  of  him  the  said 
William  Williams  his  Heirs  and  Assigns,  or  any  of  them,  or 
any  other  person  or  Persons  Lawfully  Claiming  or  to  Claim  in, 
by,  from,  or  under  them,  or  any  of  them.  And  the  Said  William 
Williams  his  Heirs,  executors,  and  Admrs.  do  Covenant  and 
Grant  to  and  with  the  said  Eliza.  Gillispie  her  Heirs  and 
Assigns,  by  these  presents  that  him  the  said,  William  Williams 
his  Heirs,  shall  and  will.  Any  time,  or  times  hereafter  upon  the 
Request,  and  at  the  proper  cost  and  Charges,  in  the  Law  of  the 
Said  Eliza.  Gillispie  her  Heirs  and  Assigns  do  make  and 
Execute,  Or  Cause  and  procure  to  be  Done  and  Executed,  all 
every  such  further  and  other  Act  &  Acts,  Conveyance,  and 
assurances,  in  the  Law  Whatsoever,  for  the  Further  Better  Con- 
veying and  Assuring  the  said  Messuage  aiid  premises,  with 
there  appurtenancies  unto  the  said  Eliza.  Gillispie  her  heirs, 
to  the  Use  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Gillispie  and  of  her  heirs  and 
assigns  forever.  Be  it  by  fine,  or  fines,  recovery,  or  recoveries, 
or  other  wise,  howsoever,  As  by  the  said  Elizabeth  Gillispie  her 
Heirs  or  Assigns  or  her  Councel  Learned  in  the  Law,  shall  be 
Reasonably  Devised  Advis'd  or  Required  so  as  such  further 
assurances  Contain,  no  further  Covenant  or  Warranty,  then  in 
these  presents  is  Contained.    11^  WITJSTESS  Whereof  the  said 
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"William  Williams   (has)   Hereunto  set  my  hand  &  affixt  my 
seal  the  Day  and  Year  Above  Written. 

Signed,  Sealed  &  Delivered  William  Williams  (Seal) 

In  Presents  of 

John  Dunn 

Jas.  Carter 

Rowan  County  Viz. 

The  within  Release  is  duly  Registered  in  Book  N'o.  5 

Page  308  &c 

Test 

John  Braly,  pub.  Reg. 


Cherokee  Indian  Treaty^ 

[May  20,  1777] 

Articles  of  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  on  and 
signed  at  Dewitt's  Corner  the  20th  day  of  May  1777  between  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  and  the  Cherokee  Indians 

Article  1.  The  Cherokee  ISTation  acknowledge  that  the 
Troops  during  the  last  summer  repeatedly  defeated  their  forces, 
victoriously  penetrated  through  their  lower  Towns,  middle  set- 
tlements, and  vallies  and  quietly  and  unopposed,  built,  held  and 
continue  to  occupy  the  fort  at  Seneca,  thereby  did  effect  and 
maintain  the  conquest  of  all  the  Cherokee  Lands  eastward  of 
the  Unacaye  Mountain;  and  to,  and  for  their  people  did 
acquire,  possess  and  yet  continue  to  hold  in  and  over  the  said 
lands  all  and  singular  the  rights  incedental  to  Conquest;  and 
the  Cherokee  N^ation  in  consequence  thereof,  do  cede  the  said 
lands  to  the  said  people,  the  people  of  South  Carolina. 


^Steele's  possession  of  this  treaty  copy  was  doubtless  for  pur- 
poses of  reference  during  his  services  as  Indian  Agent  and  Com- 
missioner for  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  1787-1789.  See  below. 
The  Treaty  of  Dewitt's  (Duet's)  Corner,  May  20,  1777,  was  made 
between  the  Cherokees  on  the  one  hand  and  the  states  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia  on  the  other.  The  Treaty  of  Long  Island  of 
Holston  was  made  within  the  same  year  between  the  Cherokees 
and  the  states  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia.  Both  were  results 
of  the  Cherokee  hostilities  of  1776  and  their  consequent  defeat  by 
expeditionary  forces  from  the  four  named  states.  Both  treaties 
ceded  territory  to  the  whites.  See  American  State  Papers,  Indian 
Affairs,  I,  431-433. 
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Article  2d.  Soutli  Carolina  will  immediately  send  a  supply 
of  Goods  into  tlie  Cherokee  K^ation  and  Settlements  for  sale, 
and  permit  tlie  Cherokees  during  their  good  behaviour,  to  in- 
habit the  middle  Settlements  and  Yallies  westward  of  the 
highest  Part  of  Ocannee  Mountain,  but  they  shall  not  beyond 
a  line  extended  southwest  and  northeast  across  the  highest  part 
of  the  Ocannee  Mountain,  proceed  or  advance  without  permis- 
sion from  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Rutledge,  to  apply 
for  which  one  runner  may  at  any  time  be  sent  by  the  Cherokees ; 
provided  nevertheless  that  during  this  present  year,  the  Chero- 
kees may  raise,  gather,  and  remove  the  corn  they  have  planted 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Ocannee  Mountain. 

Article  3d.  The  Government  of  South  Carolina  will  en- 
deavor that  the  Cherokees  be  furnished  with  supplies  of  Goods 
as  usual  and  that  the  trade  shall  be  put  under  the  best  Regu- 
lations. Every  person  who  without  a  proper  pass  or  license, 
shall  arrive  in  the  Cherokee  ISTation  or  Settlements,  the  Chero- 
kees shall  immediately  apprehend  and  deliver  to  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Tort  Rutledge  and  seize  to  their  own  use  all  the 
Cattle,  Horses,  Goods  and  Effects,  conducted  into  their  settle- 
ments by  every  such  person. 

Article  4th.  Every  white  Person  who  instigated  or  en- 
deavored to  instigate,  the  Cherokees  to  the  late  war  or  en- 
couraged or  aided  them,  or  endeavoured  to  do  in  the  prosecution 
of  it,  and  who  now  is  or  hereafter  may  be  in  their  power,  shall 
without  delay  by  the  Cherokees,  be  apprehended  and  delivered 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Rutledge;  and  the  Cherokees 
shall  take  to  their  own  use  all  the  Effects,  which  in  their  J^ation 
or  Settlements  they  may  find  in  the  possession  of  or  belonging 
to  every  such  white  Person  and  for  every  such  white  person  so 
delivered,  shall  be  paid  five  hundred  pounds  weight  of  dressed 
Leather  or  the  value  thereof. 

Article  5th.  Any  Indian  who,  in  the  Cherokee  l^ation  or  Set- 
tlements, shall  murder  a  white  Person  shall  be  immediately  ap- 
prehended and  conveyed  to  Fort  Rutledge  by  the  Cherokees  who 
in  presence  of  the  Commanding  Officer  at  that  Post  shall  put 
the  murderer  to  death,  and  if  any  white  or  other  person  be- 
longing to  South  Carolina  or  Georgia,  shall  in  the  Cherokee 
I^ation  or  any  white  or  other  person  shall  in  South  Carolina 
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or  Georgia,  murder  a  Cherokee  Indian,  duly  convicted  thereof 
shall  suffer  death  in  the  presence  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  if 
any  shall  attend  at  the  time  and  place  of  Execution:  and  that 
they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  attending  due  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  such  intended  Execution  shall  be  sent  to  the 
Cherokees. 

Article  6th.  All  white  and  Indians  Persons  shall  be  set  at 
liberty  as  soon  as  possible;  all  negroes  taken  during  the  late 
War  and  who  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Cherokees  shall  as  soon  as  possible  be  delivered  to  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Fort  Rutledge,  together  with  the  Horses  by  any  of 
their  people,  before  the  late  War,  stolen  from  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  ISTorth  Carolina  or  Virginia  and  which  now  are  or 
hereafter  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  Cherokees  to  the  end  that 
restitution  may  be  made  to  their  true  owners. 

Article  7th  For  every  runaway  N^egro  that  shall  be  appre- 
hended and  delivered  by  the  Cherokees  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Rutledge  shall  be  paid  one  hundred  pounds 
weight  of  Leather  or  the  value  thereof. 

Article  8th.  The  Hatchet  shall  be  forever  buried  and  there 
shall  be  an  universal  Peace  and  Friendship  reestablished  be- 
tween South  Carolina  including  the  Catawba  and  Georgia  on 
the  one  part  and  the  Cherokee  Nation  on  the  other,  and  there 
shall  be  a  general  Oblivion  of  Injuries. 

The  contracting  parties  shall  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to 
maintain  the  Peace  and  Friendship  now  reestablished,  and  the 
Cherokees  shall  at  all  times  apprehend  and  deliver  to  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  Rutledge  every  Person,  white  or  red 
who'  in  their  IN'ation  or  Settlements  shall  by  any  means  en- 
deavour to  instigate  a  War  by  the  Cherokee  ISTation  or  Hos- 
tility or  Robbery  by  any  of  their  People  against  or  upon  any 
of  the  American  States  or  Subjects  thereof. 

In  witness  of  all  and  everything  herein  determined  between 
South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  the  Cherokee  INTation,  we  their 
underwritten  Commissioners  and  Deputies  by  virtue  of  our  full 
Powers,  severally  and  not  one  for  the  other  have  signed  this 
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present  definitive  Treaty  in  their  respective  JsTames  and  have 
caused  our  Seals  to  he  hereunto  afiixed 
Done  at  Dewetts  Corner  this  20th 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1777 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Land  Deed  to  John  Steele 

[Dec.  16,  1782] 

State  of  l^orth-Carolina.  JSTo.  76. 

To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come.  Greeting; 

Know  Ye,  That  We,  for  an  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of 
Three  hundred  pounds  specie,  secured  to  he  paid  into  our  Treas- 
ury by  John  Steel  Have  given  and  granted,  and  hy  these  Pres- 
ents to  give  and  grant,  unto  the  said  John  Steel  a  tract  of  land, 
containing  Two  hundred  and  JSTinety  Nine  Acres,  lying  and 
being  in  our  county  of  Rowan  in  the  South  side  of  the  Yadkin 
river.  Beginning  At  a  small  red  Oak  Standing  on  the  North 
side  of  Hartmans  branches  in  sight  of  Hartmans  Old  field  and 
runing  thence  South  fifty  two  chains  and  fifty  links  to  a  small 
black  Oak  then  East  fifty  seven  chains  to  a  post  Oak  then 
N(orth  fif?)ty  two  Chains  and  fifty  Links  to  a  small  Black 
Oak  then  West  Crossin(g)    (torn)  Ina  Ryals  Branch.    To  the 

Beginning. which  said  tract  of  land 

was  sold  at  public  vendue,  pursuant  to  an  Act  of  our  General 
Assembly  (torn)  t  directing  the  sale  of  confiscated  property," 
as  the  estate  of  Henry  Eustace  McCullock^  the  said  Jo  (torn) 
for  the  aforesaid  sum  of  money,  together  with  all  mines,  min- 
erals, hereditaments  and  appurtenances  to  said  Land  (torn)  ing ; 
and  also  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest  and  property  which 
he  the  said  Henry  Eustace  McCullock  (torn)s,  and  every  part 


^Henry  Eustace  McCulloch,  a  Loyalist  in  the  Revolution,  formerly 
a  councilor  of  s.tate  and  representative  of  the  colony  in  England, 
had  lost  his  great  land  possessions  in  North  Carolina  by  confiscation 
on  the  part  of  the  State  in  1779.  Some  of  this  land  lay  in  Rowan 
County. 
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and  parcel  thereof,  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  (torn)  at  any  time 
since.  To  HOLD  unto  the  said  John  McCullock  his  heirs  and 
assigns  for  ever;  yielding  and  pa(torn)uch  sums  of  money 
yearly  or  otherwise,  as  our  General  Assembly  may  direct :  Pro- 
vided always,  that  the  said  John  Steel  shall  cause  this  grant  to 
be  void,  and  of  no  effect. 

IN  TESTIMOl^Y  whereof,  we  have  caused  these  our  letters 
to  be  made  patent,  and  our  great  seal  to  be  hereunto  affixws. 
Witness  our  Governor,  Captain-General,  and  Commander  in 
Chief  at  Salisbury  the  Sixteenth  Day  of  December  in  the 
Seventh  year  of  our  Independence,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty  two. 

By  His  Excellys  Comd.  Alex:  Martin. 

J.  Glasgow  Secretary 

Endorsed : 

State  of  ITorth  Carolina) 

Rowan  County  )  I  hereby  Certify  that  the  within 

Grant  is  Duely  Registered  in  the  registers  Office  of  Said  County 
in  Book  ISTo.  10  page  441. 

Test.  John  Braly  T.  R. 
August  17th  1786. 
John  Steel,  299  Acres 
Rowan  County 

Recorded  in  the  Secretary's  Office 

W  Williams  D.  Sr. 
Rdgd. 

(Attached  to  the  above) 

by  a  Scale  of  Forty)  No.  14. 

(  Survey*^  for 

Chains  to  an  Inch     )  John  Steel. 

(Drawing) 
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Tlie  State  of  ^N'ortli  Carolina) 
Kowan  County  ) 

This  plan  represents  a  Tract  of  (torn)  on  the  South  side 
of  the  Yadkin  River  Surveyd  for  the  Use  of  (torn)  part  of 
the  Land  Formerly  Belonging  to  Henry  Eustace  Mc(torn)  and 
confiscated  by  Virtue  of  an  Act  of  General  Assembly  (torn) 
State  aforesaid  and  Under  the  Imeaded  Direct  (torn  torn) 

ner's  of  Confiscated  property.  Beginning  at  as  (torn  torn) 
Standing  on  the  l^orth  side  of  Hartmans  Branche  (torn  torn) 
Hartmans  Old  Field  and  Runing  Hence  South  Fifty  Two 
Chaines  and  Fifty  Links  to  a  small  Black  Oak,  Then,  East 
Fifty  Seven  chaines  to  a  Post  Oak,  Then  ^orth  Fifty  Two 
Chains  and  fifty  Links  to  a  small  Black  Oak,  Then  West  Cross- 
ing Joshua  Ryals  Branch  to  the  Beginning,  and  Cont'g  in  the 
Whole,  TWO  HU:J^DRED  Al^D  NIISTTY  I^HsTE  ACRES 
within  the  same  more  or  less. 

Moore  or  Sep —  Surveyed  By  David  Woodson  DS 

Surveyd  I^ovemr.  24th  1782  for 

Griffith  Rutherford,  Sur. 

James  Rose  &)  S.  C.  C. 

Tho.  Anderson) 

Endorsed : 

1^0.  14 
299  acres 
John  Steel 

John  Steele  Papers.     Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Cherokee  Treaties 

Hopewell  Novem"".  28*^.  1785— Article  lyt^i— 

"The  boundary  allotted  to  the  Cherokees  for  their  hunting 
grounds  between  the  said  Indians  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  America  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  is, 


^The  full  treaty  made  with  the  Cherokees,  at  Hopewell,  on  the 
Keowee  on  the  28th  of  November,  1785,  and  signed  by  Benjamin 
Hawkins,   Andrew  Pickens,   Joseph   Martin,   Lochn.   Mcintosh,   and 


The  Steele  Papers  753 

and  shall  be  tlie  following  viz.  Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Dent  river  on  the  Tennessee,  thence  running  North  East  to  the 
ridge  dividing  the  waters  running  into  Cumberland  from  those 
running  into  Tennessee;  thence  Eastwardly  along  the  said  ridge 
to  a  North  East  line  to  he  run,  which  shall  strike  the  river  Cum- 
berland forty  miles  above  Nashville;  thence  along  the  said  line 
to  the  river,  thence  up  the  said  river  to  the  ford  where  the  Ken- 
tucky road  crosses  the  river;  thence  to  Cambells  line  near  Cum- 
berland gap ;  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Clauds  creek  on  Holstein ; 
thence  to  the  chimney  top  Mountain ;  thence  to  camp  creek  near 
the  mouth  of  Big  limestone  on  ^olichuckey ;  thence  a  southernly 
course  six  miles  to  a  Mountain,  thence  South  to  the  North  Caro- 
lina line;  thence  to  the  South  Carolina  Indian  boundary,  and 
along  the  same  South  West  over  the  top  of  the  Oconee  Moun- 
tain till  it  shall  strike  Tugaloo  river;  thence  a  direct  line  to  the 
top  of  the  Currohee  Mountain;  thence  to  the  head  of  the  South 
fort  of  Oconee  river" — Vol.  2  pa.  244. 

HoLSTON  2^.  July  1791— Article  lY^^^— 

"The  boundary  between  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  Cherokee  I^ation  is  and  shall  be  as  follows : — Beginning 
at  the  top  of  the  Cullohee  Mountain;  where  the  creek  line  passes 


by  37  head  men  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  appears  in  the  Journals 
of  Congress,  April  17, 1786,  (Vol.  IV,  pp.  627-28.)  The  Commissioners 
named  were  acting  on  the  part  of  Congress.  North  Carolina  and 
Georgia  had  agents  present,  William  Blount  representing  North 
Carolina.  The  3d  Article  acknowledged  on  the  part  of  the  Indians 
"the  protection  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  of  no  other 
sovereign  whatever."  Article  4,  as  above,  fixed  boundaries  for  the 
Cherokees  which,  within  the  limits  of  North  Carolina,  transgressed 
the  sovereign  rights  of  the  State  to  dispose  of  its  soil  as  it  would, 
and  on  this  ground  was  protested  by  Blount  as  agent  for  the 
State.  See  American  State  Papers,  Indian  Affairs,  Vol.  I,  p.  38, 
et  seq.,  for  the  whole  proceedings  at  Hopewell,  together  with  an 
interesting  map  of  the  Indian  country  in  North  Georgia,  upper 
South  Carolina,  and  West  North  Carolina  (now  Tennessee).  The 
map  is  a  copy  of  one  drawn  by  the  "Tassel  of  Chota"  head  chief  and 
statesman  of  the  Cherokees.  The  Hopewell  Treaty  was  ratified 
November  21,  1789.  Amer.  State  Papers,  Indians  Affairs,  Vol.  I,  624. 
^Boundary  Article  of  the  Holston  Treaty,  concluded  with  the 
Cherokee  nation  the  2d  July,  1791,  by  William  Blount,  "Governor 
in  and  over  the  territory  of  the  United  States  of  America,  south  of 
the  River  Ohio,  and  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  for  the 
Southern  district."  For  the  full  treaty  see  American  State  Papers, 
Indian  Affairs,  Vol.  I,  p.  124. 

Vol.  2—19 
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it;  thence  a  direct  line  to  Tugloo  river;  thence  North  East  to 
the  Ocunna  Mountain  and  over  the  same  along  the  South  Caro- 
lina Indian  boundary  to  the  N^orth  Carolina  boundary;  thence 
ISTorth  to  a  point  from  which  a  line  is  to  be  extended  to  the 
river  Clinch,  that  shall  pass  the  Holstein  at  the  ridge  which 
divides  the  waters  running  into  Little  river  from  those  running 
into  Tennessee;  thence  up  the  river  Clinch  to  Cambells  line 
and  along  the  same  to  the  top  of  the  Cumberland  Mountain; 
thence  a  direct  line  to  the  Cumberland  river  where  the  Ken- 
tuchey  road  crosses  it;  thence  down  the  Cumberland  river  to  a 
'point  from  which  a  South  west  line  will  strihe  the  ridge  which 
divides  the  waters  of  Cumberland  from  those  of  Duch  river 
Forty  miles  above  Nashville;  thence  down  the  said  ridge  to  a 
point  from  whence  a  South  west  line  will  strike  the  mouth  of 
Duck  river/'  Yol.  2^.  pa.  426. 

Philadelphia  June  26*^.  1794 — 


Article  2^.  stipulates  the  line  of  boundary  agreed  upon  at  Hol- 
ston  as  above  sh**.  be  run  by  com'*®.  &^.  whenever  the  Cherokees 
have  ^Ninety  days  notice  is  declared  binding,  permanent  &^. 
Vol.  2^.  page  432. 

Tellico  October  2^.  1798— Article  IV^^^. 

Tn  consideration  &c^.  the  cherokee  nation  relinguish  and  cede 
to  the  United  States  all  the  land  within  the  following  points 
and  lines  Yiz*.  From  a  point  on  the  Tennessee  river  below 
Tellico  block  house,  called  the  Wild  cat  rock  in  a  direct  line  to 
the  militia  spring,  near  the  Mavyville  road,  leading  from  Tel- 
lico; from  the  said  spring  to  the  Chill-howie  Mountain,  by 
a  line  so  to  be  run  as  will  leave  all  the  farms  on  Nine  mile 
creek  to  the  ISTorthward  and  Eastward  of  it ;  and  to  be  con- 
tinued along  Chill-howie  Mountain  until  it  strikes  Hawkins's 
line: — thence  along  the  said  line  to  the  great  Iron  Mountain; 
and  from  the  top  of  which  a  line  to  be  continued  in  a  South 
Eastwardly  course  to  where  the  most  Southwardly  branch  of 
Little  river  crosses  the  divisional  line  to  Tugaloo  river."    From 


^Boundary  article  of  a  treaty  signed  between  the  United  States 
(Thomas  Butler  and  George  Walton,  Commissioners)  and  the 
Cherokee  Indians,  signed  near  Tellico,  October  2,  1798.  The  full 
treaty  appears  in  ATnerican  State  Papers,  Indian  Affairs,  Vol.  I, 
p.  637. 
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the  place  of  beginning  the  Wild  cat  rock  down  the  l^orth  East 
margin  of  Tennessee  &c*.  (this  part  of  the  article  is  not  ma- 
terial)— 

Extract  from  the  act  of  Georgia  establishing  Walton  county : 
— and  declaring  its  bounds  &c^. 

And  whereas  the  Indian  claim  to  that  part  of  the  said  Terri- 
tory, lying  at  the  head  of  French  Broad  river,  and  within  the 
following  boundaries  towit,  Beginning  on  the  summit  of  the 
ridge  where  the  same  is  crossed  by  the  latitude  35  degrees 
North  of  the  Equator ;  thence  with  the  said  ridge  of  mountains 
to  the  temporary  boundary  line  run  by  Gen^  Pickens  between 
the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians  and  the  state  of  South  Carolina; 
along  the  said  boundary  line  l^o.  450  East  to  an  Ash  tree  at 
the  distance  of  forty  miles  on  the  said  line  from  the  Tugaloo 
river  nearest  the  mouth  of  Brass  town  creek;  thence  along  the 
boundary  line  run  by  CoP.  Meigs  (under  the  authority  of  con- 
gress) 'N^.  50  West  to  the  intersection  of  the  said  line  with  the 
parallel  of  latitude  35  degrees  North  of  the  Equator,  thence 
along  the  said  parallel  of  latitude  to  the  summit  of  the  Blue 
ridge  aforesaid  was  extinguished  by  treaty  held  at  Tellico  on 
the  2^  of  October  1798"  &c^ 

Extract  from  the  cession  act  of  'N^.  Carolina. 

"Thence  to  the  top  of  the  Bald  Mountain;  thence  along  the 
extreme  height  of  the  said  Mountain  to  the  painted  rock  on 
French  broad  river;  thence  along  the  highest  ridge  of  the  said 
Mountain  to  the  place  where  it  is  called  the  Great  Iron  or 
Smoaky  Mountain ;  thence  along  the  extreme  height  of  the  said 
Mountain  to  the  place  where  it  is  called  Unaka,  or  Unicoy, 
between  the  Indian  Towns  of  Cowee  &  old  Chota ;  thence  along 
the  main  ridge  of  the  said  Mountain  to  the  Southern  boundary 
of  this  State."— 

Laws  of  1789.  Cap.  3.  Martin  pa.  466 — Cherokee  Treaties^ 
&c*. 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 

^The  above  extracts  from  Indian  treaties  and  from  the  laws  of 
Georgia  and  North  Carolina  respectively  are  without  other  endorse- 
ment than  appears.  Doubtless  they  represent  a  portion  of  the  data 
which  Steele  had  procured  in  his  task  of  solving  the  boundary 
question  with  Georgia  in  1807. 
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An  Inventory  of  Goods  on  Hand  the  1st  J  any.  1789 

15  blankets  at  22/ £16.10.0 

16  Do        at  24/ 18.  4.0 

281/2  yd.  Dove  Cold,  cloth  N"o.  2261  at  30/..  40.15.0 

411/2  Do.  Coating  :N'o.  2662  at  24/  49.16.0 

31%  Do.  Drab  Coatg.  I^o.  2456  39.13.9 

45  p.  Wool  cards  at  12/6 28.  2.6 

2  Set  Knives  and  forks  at  32/ 3.  4.0 

2  Do.     Do.              Do.  at  24/ 2.  8... 

1  Do.     Do.              Do.  at  20/ 1.  0.0 

4  Do.     Do.              Do.  at  16/  3.  4.0 

6  lb.  Shot  at  2/6 15.0 

1  Salver  Japaned  12/ 12.0 

3  yd.  blue  coatg.  at  24/ 3.12.0 

36  Do.  negro  cotton  at  7/ 12.12.0 

31/2  Eeams  of  paper  at  100/ 17.10.0 

56  yd.  linen  at  12/6  35.  0.0 

50  Do.     Do.     at  10/ 25.  0.0 

50  Do.     Do.     at  9/ 22.10.0 

24  Do.  Yda  Fustian  at  10/ 12.  0.0 

9  pr.  coarse  Stockgs  at  9/ 4.  1.0 

50  yd.  Sheeting  at  7/  17.10.0 

5%  yds.  Striped  linen  at  4/  1.  2.0 

381/2  Yds  corduroy  at  20/  38.10.0 

4  buntg  at  30/  16.  0.0 

31/2  Yd.  Diaper  at  12/ 2.  2.0 

9   Do.  white  spotted  silk  at  20/ 9.  0.0 

1  hankf.  12/ 12.0 

38  hankfs.  JNTo.  2.  at  8/ 15.  4.0 

24  Chex  Do.  at  6/ 7.  4.0 

12  Do.     Do.  at  4/ 2.  8.0 

18  Yds.  callico  at  10/ 9.  0.0 

101/2  Do.  blue  durant  at  8/  4.  4.0 

30      Do.  yellow  Do.  at  8/ 12.  0.0 


£475.  5.3 
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2  Worsted  Jacket  patterns  at  25/ £2.10.0 

1     Do.         Do.         Do.  white  20/  1.  0.0 

1  Do.         Do.  cotton  30/ 1.10.0 

4  Yd.  Striped  Janes  at  15/ 3.  0.0 

17  Drest  deerskins  average  10/ 8.10.0 

1/2  Yd.  black  Silk  8/  8.0 

9  gause  H.k.fs.  at  16/ 7.  4.0 

2  Do.       Do.    at  16/ 1.12.0 

4  fine       Do.    at  20/  4.  0.0 

14?4  Yd.  at  10/  7.  7.6 

1  whole  piece  26  yd.  Do.  as  above 13.  0.0 

4  Yd.  stripe  Do.  at  10/  2.  0.0 

914  plain  gauze  at  10/ 4.12.6 

4:%  spotted  Do.  at  12/ 2.14.0 

9%  Do.  supple  Gause  at  10/ 4.17.6 

7%  Do.  Striped  Do.  marked) 

iSTo.  1  and  H.  Giles  left  by( 

Henry   Giles   to   be   sold   on) 4.  7.0 

commission  at  12/  pr  yd.       ( 

6  plaistering  trowels  at  6/ 1.16.0 

4  curry  combs  at  6/  1.  4.0 

2  coffee  mills  at  30/  3.  0.0 

8  files  at  1/6 12.0 

3  shoemaker  Eubbers  7/6 7.6 

3  ps.  tape  12/.2  oz  thread  6/ 18.0 

37  hanks  silk  at  6d 18.6 

5  Doz.  short  buttons  at  1/  Doz 5.0 

2  nutmeg  graters  at  1/ 2.0 

2  combs  2/— 1  Doz  aul  blades  4/  6.0 

5  Doz  thimbles  at  12/  3.  0.0 

I  paper  ink  powder  3/ 3.0 

30  yd.  Black  Kibbon  at  15/ 4.10.0 

4  Deck  cards  at  4/  16.0 

4  Doz.  pen  knives  at  4/  each 9.12.0 

4  pr.  snuffers  at  2/6  10.0 

II  sticks  of  mohair  at  1/ 11.0 

6  psalters  at  4/  1.  4.0 

1.  p.  Book  10/  10.0 

£98.17.6 


758         The  ISToeth  Carolina  Histoeical  Commission 

1  pr.  Gloves  12/ £        12.0 

1  Damagd.  Razor  case  10/ 10.0 

6  Silk  garters  12/6  pr  Stirrups  at  8/ 3.  0.0 

82  papers  of  pins  at  4/ 16.  8.0 

41/2  Yd.  Girting  web  at  4/ 18.0 

3  Doz.  large  black  buttons  18/ 18.0 

11/2  Do.  small  flesb  cold.  5/  5.0 

1  pr.  Spurs  16/ 16.0 

2  Doz.  and  10  Yellow  buttons  No.  1  at  6/  ..  17.0 

7  Doz.  Do.  at  6/  2.  2.0 

91/2  Doz.  Round  brass  buttons  IsTo.  3.  5/  ....  2.  7.6 

21/2  Doz.  1^0.  4  at  3/  pr.  Doz 1.  0.0 

8  Doz.  white  Do.  at  4/  No.  5  1.12.0 

3  Do.  Small  Gilt  No.  7  at  6/ 18.0 

4  Doz.  Small  wasted  No.  11.  at  6/ 1.  4.0 

2  Doz  1/2  ^o.  10  at  6/ > 15.0 

21  Small  buttons  at  8/  Doz 14.0 

4  Shades  at  18/ 3.12.0 

2  lathing  hammers  12/ 12.0 

76  lb.  tea  at  12/ 39.  4.0 

76  tin  cups  at  2/ 07.  2.0 

400  lb.  Sugr.  at  2/  40.  0.0 

200  lb.  coffee  at  4/ 40.  0.0 

%  lb.  Spanish  brown  paint  4.  4.0 


£169.10.6 

98.17.6 

471.  5.3 

Amot.  of  Goods  at  Selling  prices  ....  £739.13.3 

Cash  on  hand  this  day 56.12.6 


£796.  5.9 


Endorsed : 

Inventory  of  Goods  on 
hand  the  3d  Jany.  1789. 
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Obituary,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Steele 

[JSTov.  22,  1790] 

DIED,  on  Monday  the  22n(l  of  [N'ovember,  in  Salisbury,  of  a 
lingering  and  painful  illness,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Steele,^  relict  of 
Mr.  William  Steele, — mother  of  the  hon.  John  Steele,  and  Mar- 
garet MacCorkle,  wife  of  the  reverend  Samuel  MacCorkle. 

Her  name  and  character  are  well  known,  but  best  by  her  most 
intimate  f rinds.  She  was  a  devout  worshipper  of  God;  she 
was  distinguished  during  the  war  as  a  friend  to  her  country;^ 
twice  supported  with  dignity  the  charater  of  wife  and  widow — 
she  was  a  most  tender  and  affectionate  parent,  an  obliging 
neighbor,  frugal,  industrious,  and  charitable  to  the  poor. 

Her  character  will  be  better  understood  by  the  following 
letter,  found  among  her  choice  papers  since  her  death,  than 
by  any  thing  that  can  be  said  of  her.  The  letter  is  believed  and 
appears  to  be  her  own  diction,  and  is  published  exactly  as  it 
was  found.  It  may  be  a  useful  lesson  to  all  parents,  and  to 
all  children,  as  well  as  her  own.  It  bears  the  date  February  5, 
1783,  when  her  other  son  Robert  Gillespie,  was  living,  and 
begins  thus — 

My  dear  children. 

If  I  die  before  any  of  you,  I  wish  that  this  letter  may  fall 
into  your  hands  after  I  am  dead  and  gone,  that  you  may  see 
how  much  affection  I  have  for  you,  and,  that  I  have  often  said 
when  alive,  may  be  remembered  by  you  when  I  am  in  eternity. 

If  the  Almighty  would  suffer  me  to  return  to  talk  to  you, 
I  think  now  I  would  take  a  pleasure  to  do  it  every  day ;  if  this 
cannot  be  allowed  me,  I  think,  it  would  be  some  satisfaction 


^Elizabeth  Maxwell  Steele,  mother  of  John  Steele  by  her  second 
husband,  William  Steele.  Mrs.  Steele  had  first  married  Robert 
Gillespie  who  was  killed  by  Indians  in  1760.  By  him  she  had  two 
children,  Robert  Gillespie,  and  Margaret  Gillespie,  the  latter  be- 
coming the  wife  of  Dr.  Samuel  Eusebius  McCorkle.  Her  son,  Robert 
Gillespie,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  See  Henderson,  A., 
John  Steele,  the  North  Carolina  Booklet,  Vol.  XVIII,  Nos.  1  and  2; 
also  Rumple,  History  of  Rowan  County,  for  the  Steele  family 
connection. 

^Doubtless  the  reference  here  is  to  Mrs.  Steele's  gift  of  gold  to 
General  Nathaniel  Greene  on  his  retreat  before  Cornwallis,  1781. 
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to  see  you,  especially  when  you  are  reading  this  letter  whicli  I 
leave  you  as  a  legacy,  to  see  wliat  effect  it  will  liave  on  you, 
and  whether  it  will  make  you  think  of  what  I  have  often  told 
you. 

I  have  many  a  time  told  you  to  remember  your  Maker,  and 
ask  him  to  guide  you:  it  is  a  good  old  saying,  "they  are  well 
guided  whom  he  guides,  and  he  leaves  them  that  dont  ask  him, 
to  their  own  ways/'  I  want  you  to  keep  out  of  bad  company — 
it  has  ruined  many  young  people.  I  want  you  tO'  keep  company 
with  sober  good  people,  and  to  learn  their  ways, — ^to  keep  the 
sabbath — to  be  charitable  to  the  poor — to  be  industrous  and 
frugal — ^just  to  all  men,  and  above  all  to  love  one  another. 
Belive  me  my  children,  if  any  thing  could  disturb  me  in  the 
grave,  it  would  be  to  know  that  you  did  not  live  as  a  brother 
and  sister  ought  to  live :  nothing  could  be  worse  except  that 
you  would  not  all  follow  me  to  heaven.  Oh  my  dear  children 
I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  sorrow  in  raising  you! 
If  I  should  feel  after  death  as  I  do  now,  I  could  never  endure  to 
see  any  of  you  without  an  interest  in  Jesus  at  the  great  day, 
and  forced  away  never  more  to  meet  again.  Parting  here  with 
your  parents  you  know  had  almost  taken  my  life,  when  I  hope 
to  see  them  again ;  but  I  am  sure  I  could  not  live  to  see  any  of 
you  cursed  by  your  maker,  and  driven  away  to  dwell  forever 
with  the  Devil  and  his  Angels. 

While  I  lived,  you  know  that  it  was  my  great  desire  to  have 
you  all  around  me  and  near  me  here;  but  my  great  desire  has 
been  to  have  you  with  me  in  the  world  to  come.  Belive  me 
nothing  could  make  me  so  happy  as  to  have  my  three  dear 
children  there : — yes,  and  your  children  and  all  your  con- 
nections. I  would  wish  to  take  you  all  to  heaven.  Then  think 
of  the  vanity  of  this  world — think  of  Jesus,  the  saviour,  death, 
judgement  and  eternity,  and  don't  forget  the  living  and  dying 

advices  of  vour  most  affectionate  mother  till  death  and  after 

«/ 

death, 

Elizabeth  Steele. 

Folded  in  the  foregoing  letter,  was  also  found  in  her  hand 
writing,  the  following  prayer,  which  must  please  every  pious 
mind — 
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O  LORD,  my  God,  thou  great  three  One !  I  give  myself  to 
thee  this  day  to  be  thine,  to  be  guided  by  thee  and  not  by 
another;  and  I  desire  to  take  God  for  my  God,  Jesus  Christ  to 
be  my  Saviour,  the  Holy  Ghost  to  be  my  sanctifier  and  leader. 
Lord,  thou  has  promised  that  all  that  will  come  to  thee  thou 
wilt  in  no  wise  cast  out.  All  I  beg  in  the  name  and  for  sake 
of  Jesus  Christ  my  Lord. 

To  this  I  set  my  hand, 

Elizabeth  Steele. 

The  date  of  the  above  was  either  not  affixed  or  torn  away 
from  the  paper. 

It  cannot  be  disagreeable  to  the  serious  mind  to  add,  that 
she  was  remarkably  fond  of  the  following  Hymn,  and  left  it 
in  her  bible,  where  it  was  found  since  her  death,  in  the  hand- 
writing of  her  grand-daughter,  who  had  transcribed  it  for  her. 

THE  HYMN 

The  hour  of  my  departure's  come, 
I  hear  the  voice  that  calls  me  home, 

At  last  O  Lord!  let  trouble  cease. 
And  let  thy  servant  die  in  peace. 

The  race  appointed  I  have  run. 

The  combat  o'er,  the  prize  is  won, 

And  now  my  witness  is  on  high, 
And  now  my  record's  in  the  sky. 

l^ot  in  mine  innocence  I  trust, 

I  bow  before  thee  in  the  dust, 
And  thro'  my  Saviour's  blood  alone, 

I  look  for  mercy  at  thy  throne. 

I  leave  the  world  without  a  tear. 
Save  for  the  friends  I  hold  so  dear, 

To  heal  their  sorrows,  Lord  descend. 
And  to  the  friendless  prove  a  friend. 
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I  come,  I  come  at  tliy  command, 

I  give  my  spirit  to  thy  hand, 
Stretch  forth  thine  everlasting  arms, 

And  shield  me  in  the  last  alarms. 

It  would  be  a  severe  and  ill-natured  reflection  on  the  religious 
taste  of  the  present  age,  to  be  making  apologies  for  publishing 
the  above  memoirs,  and  therefore  no  apology  is  made.  It  is  a 
debt  due  to  an  amiable  character,  and  may  not  be  without  its 
use  to  the  public. 

(The  above  is  published  at  the  request  of  the  reverend  Mr. 
Samuel  MacCorkle.) 

The   North    Carolina    Chronicle;    or,   Fayetteville    Gazette, 
Jany.  3,  1791. 

Copy.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


John  Newnans  Receipt  to  John  Steele 

[Jan.  3,  1791] 
Certificate  'No  2739  for  £55.2  issued  to  Paul 
1  Ditto       No  2746  for    14.4.6     ) 

(         Cunningham 

issued  to  Ditto  

£69.6.6  —  with  Int 

from  3  Sept.  1783. 
Exclusive  of  the  above  certificates  Anth''.  sends  to  his 
son  Mr.  John  JSTewnan  in  Philadelphia  nineteen 
Eng.  Guineas,  and  one  French  Guinea — in  all 
twenty  Guineas. 
Philadelphia,  Jan^^  3*^.  1791 — Recv^.  from  John  Steele  Esqr. 
the  above  money  and  certificates  agreable  to  my  father's  letter 
Endorsed :  John  [N'ewnan. 

Specie  Certify  £69.6.6 
John  I^ewnans 
Rec*.  for 
Money  &c^.  Sent  to  him. 

John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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Advertis.ement  of  Horse 

[25  Apr.  1792] 
Foe  Sale 

Tlie  noted  running  horse  Statesburg — a  fine  blood  bay  about 
five  feet  high,  10  years  old.  He  was  got  by  old  Flimnap,  his 
dam  by  Godolphin,  his  grandam  by  old  Janus,  his  great 
grandam  by  Monkey,  out  of  the  runing  mare  Skip. who  was  a 
high  blooded  Spanker. 

Statesburg's  performances  have  equaled  on  the  Turf  if  not 
surpassed  those  of  any  horse  of  his  size  on  the  Continent,  which 
will  appear  by  the  following  certificate.    Viz. 

25th.  April  1792 

I  certify  that  Statesburg  a  bay  horse  well  known  in  So. 
Carolina  now  the  property  of  John  Steele  Esq  has  won  several 
considerable  sums  of  money  in  purses  and  in  private  matches. 
Among  others  he  won  a  purse  at  the  town  of  Statesburg  in 
1785,  another  at  the  same  place  in  1786  another  at  Columbia 
in  1786,  and  One  of  eighty  guineas  at  Charleston.  He  ran  a 
match  against  Col.  Washington's  Oronoco  for  £100  sterling  and 
a  match  against  Alston's  Cartouch  for  £200  sterling  both  of 
which  he  won  with  ease,  at  which  time  Col.  Fenwick  offered 
me  £500  sterling  for  him  in  good  bonds  upon  substantial  free- 
holders. 

A  copy  (signed)  Thomas  Sumpter^ 

]^ote.  If  Statesburg  is  not  sold  this  court  he  will  stand  in 
Salisbury  next  season  at  my  stable 

Jno.  Steele 


^General  Thomas  Sumter  of  South  Carolina,  the  famous  Revolu- 
tionary leader  whose  name  is  linked  with  Francis  Marion's  and 
Andrew  Pickens's  in  skillful  leadership  of  irregular  forces  against 
the  British  forces  in  the  South. 
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[Jan  25,  1794] 

Memorandum  of  an  agreement  between  John  Steele,  and  Archi- 
bald Casey  vizt.  entered  into  on  tbe  25tli  Jany.  1794. 
1st 

Arcbibald  Casey  is  to  hew  loggs,  sleepers,  Joices,  rafters, 
plates  and  sills  all  four  square,  sufficient  for  two  bouses  of  tbe 
tbe  dimensions  of  20,  by  28  feet  eacb,  on  tbe  said  Steeles 
plantation  on  tbe  Yadkin  river,  at  tbe  rate  of  JN^ine  sbillings  for 
every  bundred  feet  of  said  bewing  measuring  one  side  and  one 
edge  only.  And  tbe  said  Casey  is  to  find  bimself  in  boarding, 
lodging,  diet  &^.  witbout  requiring  any  furtber  satisfaction  tban 
tbe  said  ISTine  sbillings  for  every  bundred  feet  of  said  bewing, 
wbicb  is  bereby  understood  and  agreed  to  be  in  full. 

And  tbe  said  Casey  furtber  promises  and  agrees  tbat  tbe 
wbole  of  tbe  said  work  sball  be  compleated  and  finished  in  a 
masterly  and  workmanlike  manner  witbin  tbe  space  of  tbree 
months  from  the  date  hereof  under  tbe  forfeiture,  and  penalty 
of  fifty  pounds  lawfull  money  of  this  State;  at  which  time  the 
said  Steele  is  to  pay  tbe  price  mentioned  above. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and 
seals  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

his 
Aechibald  X  Casey  (Seal) 

mark 
Jno.  Steele  (Seal) 
Witness  present 

Thos.  Anderson. 
Endorsed : 

Archd.  Casey 

& 
John  Steele 
Agreement. 

25th  Jany  1794  paid  Archy  Casey 
on  this  agreement  pr.  note  £2.10.0 
11th  May  1794  paid  him  in  the  presence 
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of  Christian  Brown  on  tlie  same  accot. 

£2.0.0 

1st  June  paid  Christian  Brown  pr. 

order  20/  on  this  accot. 

2d.  Decemr.  1794 

To  1  red  cow  70/  £3.10.0 

(Enclosure:  1794,  May  10;  Account  due  by  Steele  to  Casey). 

D.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Statement  of  Account 

[xipril  5—1795] 
1793 

John  Steele  Esquire  Dr. 

To  Geo.  Miller. 

October  15         To  makg.  2  pair  breeches 1.  2 

l^OYT.      23         To  Ditto  1  pr.  Silk  ditto  12 

Silk  twist  thread  &  ?  linnen   ?  5 

To  Makg.  1  Suit  for  Yr.  boy 1.  2 

thread  for  the  Coat  &  twist  for 

the  whole 3 

1794                    To  makg  1  pair  breeches  10/  £3.  4 

May  2  0.10 
June  25              To  making  3  pare  of  breeches,  and  3 

veasts  3.  0.0 

Mols  trade  0.  5.0 

6.15.4 

Cr.  the  above  accot.  by  cash  reed  6th  April  £5.  0.0 
1795.  ballance  due  1.15.4 

Cash  in  full  of  this  accot. 
Endorsed : 

April  6th  1795  then  receuvd  payment  in  full  of  the 
within  accompt 

Geoege  Miller 
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£6.15.4 

John  Steele  Esqr. 

Acct  &  Receipt. 
Geo.  Miller 

£6.15.4 
5tli  Apl.  1795. 

Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Memorandum  of  Accounts 

[Marcli  5,  1793] 

Memorandum  of  accots.  of  J.  Steele  Commr.  Indian  affairs  in 
the  year  1789  &  1790,  settled  at  the  Treasury  5th  March  1793. 
Comptr.  charged  J.  Steele  with  the  following  items  vizt. 
paper  medium  of  So.  Carolina  $191.25 

Balance  final 206.75 

several  clerical  inaccuracies  ....  25. 


423  Dollrs. 
Cr.  to  J.  Steele 
By  an  error  of  30  days  having  charged  for 


81  days  from  1st  Apl.  to  20th  July  instead 
of  111  days  at  5  Dollrs  personal  sum 


By  15  days  in  I^ovemr.  1789  allowed 


under  the  resolve  of  the  Commrs. 


vide  extract  signed  H.  Osborne  & 

A.  Pickens,  this  sum  not  before  charged. 


$150 


75 
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By  depreciation  to  make  'No.  Carolina 

money  equal  to  specie  this  being  tlie 

difference  in  the  sum  rend,  towards  my 
personal  compensation. 


View  of  the  goods. 

Goods  delivered  to  the  board  of  Commrs.     ) 


£1048.17.3 

see  the  extract  from  Journals 


198 


423  Dollrs. 


(     No.  Currency 

) 


How  accounted  for  vizt. 

Govr.  Blount  £630.16.5 

Expended  at  treaty  ground 270.  4.0 

William  Davidson  42.  0.0 

Daniel  Smith    31.10.0 

William  Davidson  71.13.10 


£1046.0.3 
Endorsed : 

Memorandum  concerning  the  difference  in  the  ac- 
compts  of  John  Steele  Commrs.  Indian  Affairs  as  by  him 
rendered,  and  that  of  the  Treasury  Statement  as  finally  passed. 
(Vide  within). 

John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission, 


[June  30,  1797] 
Article  of  Agreement  Between  Seth  Willis  and  John  Steele 

This  Agreement  between  John  Steele  Esquire  of  the  one  part, 
and  Seth  Willis  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  of  the  other  part 
Witnesseth. — 

That  the  said  Willis  hereby  leases  to  the  said  Steele  a  Lott 
with  the  Houses  and  improvements  thereon  lately  occupied  by 
himself  in  fifth  Street  for  the  term  of  One  Year  to  commence 
from  the  first  of  July  ensuing;   and  stipulates  with  the  said 
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Steele  to  give  him  possession  of  tlie  said  Tenement  on  the  said 
first  of  July  and  that  he  and  his  Assigns  shall  remain  in  the  un- 
disturbed possession  thereof  for  and  during  the  full  term  afore- 
said. It  is  also  understood,  and  agreed  between  the  parties 
that  the  said  Willis  is  to  pay  all  the  taxes  which  are  or  may 
be  due  upon  the  said  tenement,  and  that  the  said  Steele  is  not ' 
to  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  any  demand  whatever  except 
the  rent  stipulated  herein;  In  consideration  whereof  the  said 
Steele  engages  to  take  all  reasonable  care  of  the  buildings  during 
the  term  of  his  Lease,  and  to  pay  to  the  said  Willis  or  his  order 
the  sum  of  Eight  Hundred  Dollars  in  the  following  proportions, 
that  is  to  say, — The  sum  of  two  hundred  Dollars  on  the  first 
of  January  next,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  on  the  first 
day  of  April  next,  and  the  remaining  sum  of  two  hundred  Dol- 
lars at  the  expiration  of  the  Lease. 

In  attestation  whereof  the  said  parties  have  interchangeably 
signed  these  presents  and  afiixed  thereto  their  respective  Seals 
at  Philadelphia  the  30th  of  June  in  the  year  1797. 

Done  in  the  presence  of 

David  Rawn  John  Steele  (Seal) 

Seth  Willis  (Seal) 

Philadelphia  January  12th  1798,  Received  of  John  Steele 
Esquire  the  sum  of  Eight  hundred  dollars  in  full  for  the  rent 
of  the  Lott  with  the  houses  and  improvements  thereon  to  the 
first  day  of  July  in  the  present  year,  according  to  the  within 
lease  of  the  same. 

Dollars  800. —  Seth  Willis. 


Philadelphia  May  23d.  1798. 

It  is  agreed  by  the  within  named  John  Steele  and  Seth 
Willis,  that  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  within  lease,  shall 
be  continued  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  July  ensuing  that  is — to  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  1799, 
inclusive  and  no  longer  excepting  that  the  rent  of  the  property 
so  leased,  shall  be  six  hundred  Dollars  for  the  last  mentioned 
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year,  instead  of  eight  hundred  Dollars  mentioned  in  the  within 

agreement. 

c^-        I  '      ^  c  John  Steele 

oiffned  m  the  presence  oi  ^  __^ 

"^  ^     .  1  -r^  deth   Willis. 
David  Kawn. 

March  12th  1799.  The  foregoing  lease  is  continued  for  one 
year  from  the  1st  July  1799  to  the  1st  July  1800  at  the  rent 
of  five  hundred  dollars  payable  quarterly  as  above. 

Charles  Wharton. 
Endorsed  : 

Article  of  Agreement  between  Seth  Willis 
&  Jas.  Stell.     (John  Steele) 
House  5th  St.  So. 
1^0.  Ill 

July  1st.  1797. 


[Oct.  24,  1797] 
Notes  Upon  the  Tax  Upon  Stills.     (John  Steele) 

Remarks  upon  a  case  stated  by  the  Cornmrs.  of  the  revenue 
to  the  Secty.  of  the  Treasury  for  his  opinion,  in  a  letter  dated 
the  20th  Octo.  1797. 

Case. 

What  tax  ought  a  distiller  to  pay  who  in  the  month  of  June 
makes  regular  entry  and  signifies  his  election  to  still  by  license 
for  the  term  of  two  weeks;  but  without  obtaining  such  license 
commences  the  business  of  distillation,  and  continues  it  through- 
out the  year? 

This  is  one  of  the  cases  contemplated  at  the  time  of  writing 
the  letter  of  the  30th  of  March,  and  that  letter  goes  as  far  in 
settling  the  construction  as  was  prudent  at  the  time,  and 
probably  as  far  as  is  yet  necessary.  It  stops  at  the  period  of 
six  months,  where  the  act  of  the  3d.  of  March  does ;  leaving  the 
application  of  the  tax  for  the  remaining  half  year  (in  the  few 
cases  which  might  occur)  to  the  good  sense  and  discretion  of 
the  officer  who  sometimes  ought  in  cases  not  also  free  from 

Vol.  2—20 
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doubt  to  be  permitted  to  act  iinder  tbe  influence  of  circum- 
stances. An  opinion  bas  always  been  maintained  in  tbe  Legis- 
lature tbat  country  stills  were  not  (in  general)  employed  by 
tbeir  proprietors  more  tban  six  montbs  in  tbe  year  and  tbat 
tbe  annual  rate  of  duty  was  to  be  fixed  witb  reference  to  tbe 
period  of  actual  employment,  and  not  to  tbe  number  of  montbs 
in  tbe  year.  Tbe  influence  of  tbis  opinion  is  illustrated  by  tbe 
proportions  establisbed  in  tbe  act  of  tbe  8tb  of  May  1792  be- 
tween tbe  montbly  and  yearly  rates  and  in  tbe  act  of  tbe  3d. 
fof  Marcb  last  tbe  same  intention  is  observable  in  fixing 
tbe  rate  of  a  license  for  six  montbs  at  42  wbile  tbe  duty  for  an 
entire  is  left  to  stand  as  formerly  at  54. 

On  tbis  wbicb  I  take  to  be  tbe  proper  ground  tbe  letter  of 
tbe  30tb.  of  Marcb  left  it,  and  tbis  construction  in  practice 
would  probably  bave  proved  botb  convenient  and  satisfactory, 
if  it  bad  not  been  disturbed  by  tbe  Commr.  of  tbe  Revenue's 
circular  communication  of  tbe  12tb  of  Apl. ;  in  tbe  4tb.  para- 
grapb  of  wbicb  be  bas  in  a  formal  and  distinctive  manner  in- 
structed tbe  ofiicers  bow  to  proceed  in  cases  analogous  to  tbe  one 
now  submitted  to  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  Sectry.  of  tbe  Treasry. 

Tbe  construction  given  in  4tb.  paragrapb  of  tbat  letter  wbicb 
tbe  Commr.  inculcates  as  "very  important"  is  in  my  judgment 
erroneous ;  it  is  at  any  rate  opposed  by  tbe  following  considera- 
tions of  tbe  weigbt  of  wbicb  tbe  Secty,  will  judge. 

In  tbe  first  place  it  is  necessary  to  distinguisb  accurately 
and  to  keep  in  view  tbat  distinction  between  tbe  obligation 
wbicb  all  tbe  laws  impose  upon  tbe  distiller  of  making  annual 
entry,  and  tbe  privilege  intended  by  tbe  act  of  tbe  8tb.  of  May 
1792  of  making  an  election.  Tbe  only  is  essential  to  tbe 
security  of  tbe  revenue  tbe  otber  modifies  tbe  operation  of  tbe 
law  to  tbe  convenience  and  accommodation  of  tbe  distiller. 
A  penalty  is  very  properly  imposed  for  omitting  to  make  due 
entry,  and  (baving  taken  license)  for  continuing  to  work  a 
still  after  it  ceased  to  be  of  validity;  tbe  reasoning  to  botb 
tbese  points  is  tbe  same;  but  tbere  is  no  penalty  for  omitting 
to  make  election  or  after  baving  signified  an  election  as  in 
case  stated  for  tbe  term  of  two  weeks,  for  omitting  to  take 
out  a  license  in  pursuance  tbereof. 
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When  a  distiller  makes  his  entry  without  electing  at  all  the 
annual  duty  of  54  is  clearly  demandable,  and  so  if  he  makes 
an  election  and  "shall  not  duly  comply  as  in  the  case  of  an 
omission  to  take  license  therewith"  he  shall  he  liable  to  pay  and 
shall  pay  the  said  yearly  rate." 

Prior  to  the  act  of  March  last  when  a  distiller  elected  to 
pay  upon  the  quanty.  distilled  and  did  not  duly  comply  with 
the  terms  of  that  election,  as  for  instance  when  he  omitted 
to  keep  a  book,  or  having  kept  one  refused  to  exhibit  it  or  to 
verify  it  oath,  the  officer  was  obliged  to  revert  to  the  capacity 
of  the  still,  and  make  his  collection  accordingly.  This  case  is 
not  precisely  analogous  to  the  one  now  under  consideration, 
but  there  is  in  it  a  degree  of  similitude  sufficient  to  shew  that 
under  the  former  practice  a  failure  to  comply  with  the  terms 
of  an  election  only  subjected  the  party  to  the  annual  rate  of 
duty. 

There  is  no  such  tax  as  84  cents  pr.  Gall  on  the  capacity  of  a 
still ;  penalties  may  be  incurred  by  not  performing  the  requisits 
of  the  laws,  but  a  tax  can  not  be  encreased  by  implication. 
If  it  could  a  liberal,  and  rational  construction  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  our  country  would  point  out  a  more  obvious 
and  desirable  course.  If  a  man  obtains  a  license  and  distills 
beyond  its  term  he  incurs  the  penalty  of  $200 — but  the  tax 
remains  the  same;  if  he  electa  without  proceeding  to  take  a 
license,  the  mere  act  of  electing  is  in  that  case  to  be  considered 
a  nullity,  and  if  so,  on  what  ground  can  a  duty  of  84  be 
exacted  ? 

I  do  not  pretend  to  be  confident  on  this  subject  and  have  only 
submitted  these  remarks  for  consideration.  The  opinion  con- 
tained in  the  2d  paragraph  of  the  8th.  article  of  the  circular 
of  the  12th.  of  Apl.  is  I  am  sure  untenable  and  as  it  may 
produce  confusion  it  ought  at  some  proper  and  convenient  time 
to  be  corrected.  s 

(Endorsed:) 

Kotes  upon  the  tax  upon  stills.     24th  Octo.  1797. 
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[1797] 

Hints  on  the  Subject  of  the  Tennessee  MemoriaV- 
(John  Steele) 

PKIYATE. 

Mr.  Steele  in  consequence  of  wliat  passed  in  conversation  tlie 
other  day  on  the  subject  of  the  Tennessee  memorial  respect- 
fully submits  to  the  Secy,  of  the  Treasy.  the  following  HIl^TS. 

A  public  discussion  in  Congress  would  probably  produce 
delay  and  irritation,  either  of  which  would  doubtless  be  un- 
fortunate. They  may  be  avoided  by  a  message  from  the  Presi- 
dent recommending  it  to  the  house  of  Reprs.  to  enable  him  by 
a  suitable  appropriation  to  hold  a  treaty  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  (if  possible)  the  causes  of  inquietude  on  the  Tennes- 
see frontier.  This  interposition  of  the  President  besides  being 
attended  with  good  effects  in  Congress,  It  would  frustrate  the 
views  of  the  wicked  in  that  quarter  of  the  Union,  and  encrease 
the  confidence  of  the  good  in  the  present  administration. 

If  a  treaty  should  be  the  consequence  of  this  message  the 
following  persons  may  with  safety  be  recommended  to  the 
President  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

General  Davie  of  l^o.  Ca. 

Genl.  Smith  of  Tennessee. 

Fisher  Ames  Esqr.  of  Massachusetts. 

If  Mr.  Ames  should  decline  his  place  might  be  supplied  by 
Mr.  Wadsworth  or  Mr.  Benson. 

There  are  qualifications  which  the  Commn.  should  possess, 
and  others  which  they  should  not  possess.. 


^A  memorial  by  John  Gray  Blount  and  others  to  Congress  relative 
to  lands  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  for  which  they  held  land 
warrants  and  grants  made  by  North  Carolina  prior  to  cession  of 
her  western  lands,  and  which  lands  had  since,  by  the  Treaty  of 
Holston,  been  yielded  to  the  Cherokees.  By  1797  the  Whites  had 
so  pressed  the  Indians  that  there  was  alarm  along  the  whole 
frontier  as  to  what  might  be  impending  from  a  counter  stroke  from 
the  Indians.  To  secure  the  ends  of  the  Whites  a  memorial  by  the 
land  claimants  was  sent  to  Congress  in  1797,  backed  by  a  favoring 
resolution  from  the  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  and  an  "address 
and  remonstrance"  from  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  See  Ameri- 
can State  Papers,  Indian  Affairs,  I,  623-628. 
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1st.  They  shd.  all  be  men  of  good  sense ;  and  great  personal 
dignity. 

2d.  They  should  have  accurate  ideas  of  political  justice  and 
expediencyj  and  be  fully  capable  of  appreciating 
circumsta7ices. 

3d.  They  should  not  be  concerned  in  Indian  trade,  or  land 
speculation. 

4th.  They  should  not  entertain  sublimated  notions  of  Indian 
Rights,  and  virtues,  nor  unreasonable  prepossessions 
agt.  the  claims  of  the  white  people,  Indian  and 
negro  rights  are  fine  things  to  talk  about  in  a  quaker 
meeting,  or  in  the  house  of  Reprs.  but  when  ac- 
curately analyzed  they  will  be  found  to  be  theoretic 
and  visionary.  Their  rights  have  no  other  founda- 
tion than  the  humanity  and  kindness  of  government 
and  these  are  sufficient  to  protect  them  agt.  fraud 
and  violence;  but  considerations  of  this  kind  lose 
much,  if  not  all  their  force  when  contrasted  with 
the  safety  of  the  Union.  The  humanity,  and  kind- 
ness of  government  form  the  proper  foundation  of 
such  rights,  and  these  will  generally  furnish  abun- 
dant security  agt.  fraud  and  unprovoked  aggression, 
but  rights  supported  by  considerations  of  humanity, 
lose  much,  if  not  all  their  weight  when  the  peace 
and  safety  of  the  Union  are  as  in  the  present  in- 
stance at  hazard. 

The  treaty  of  77.  was  conducted  on  the  part  of  J^orth  Caro- 
lina by  Alexr.  Martin,  Wm.  Sharpe  and  Jos.  Winnston,  and 
when  compared  with  the  Treaty  of  Virginia  about  the  same 
time  will  be  found  to  be  a  jumble  of  l^onsense;  but  if  its 
contents  had  meritted  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold,  it  was 
annulled  and  understood  to  be  of  no  avail  by  the  uninterupted 
adherence  of  the  Cherokees  as  a  tribe  to  British  views  during 
the  revolution  War.  After  the  treaty  of  77.  a  continued  state 
of  warfare  existed  until  the  general  peace  took  place  in  1783; 
and  in  this  state  of  things  ISTorth  Carolina  granted  their  lands 
for  the  express  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  war, 
reserving  to  themselves  the  right  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of 
giving  possession  to  the  grantees   by  purchase   or   by  force. 
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Those  wlio  understand  the  history  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell 
with  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  old  Congress,  will  not 
suppose  that  this  state  of  things  was  altered  until  the  yr.  1789 
when  ISTorth  Ca.  ceded  her  western  Country,  and  adopted  the 
Federal  constitution.  By  these  great  Acts  she  disarmed  herself 
of  the  power  of  making  war,  or  treaties,  and  transfered  the 
western  Country,  the  indians,  and  the  grantees  with  all  their 
claims  to  the  justice  and  liberality  of  the  Union.  Of  the 
Federal  proceedings  since  that  period  with  the  impression 
which  those  proceedings  have  from  time  to  time  made  upon  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  No.  Ca.  and  Tennessee,  it  would  be 
irrelevant  to  give  an  opinion.  It  will  suffice  to  say,  that  the 
government  has  never  been  properly  informed. 

The  report  of  Committee  will  not  be  agreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Eeprs.  because  nothing  short  of  a  treaty  under  a  liberal  ap- 
propriation will  by  men  of  sense  be  thought  to  go  to  the  root 
of  the  evil.  If  a  treaty  therefore  must  be  holden,  it  is  in  every 
point  of  view  more  fit,  that  it  should  originate  from  the 
President,  than  from  a  branch  of  the  Legislature.  Should  the 
Treaty  fail  in  parts,  which  a  variety  of  circumstances  render 
more  than  probable,  yet  a  great  point  will  be  attained.  It  will 
satisfactorily  appear  to  men  of  discernment  in  Tennessee, 
under  the  management  of  able  and  discreet  Commrs.  that  the 
failure  was  owing  to  causes  not  within  the  Controul  of  the 
Administration;  and  the  efforts  and  good  dispositions  of  the 
President  will  entitle  him  even  to  the  gratitude  of  the  suf- 
ferers. Impossibilities  may  be  attempted  in  such  a  way  as 
to  command  and  interest  the  affections  of  men  while  their 
minds  are  smarting  under  the  sting  of  disappointment.  Whether 
failure  or  success  be  the  final  issue  of  the  treaty,  men  of  dis- 
cernment and  address,  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  conduct 
it  so  as  to  promote  the  most  essential  interests  of  the  United 
States. 

I  omit  to  say  any  thing  of  the  causes  of  failure  in  Georgia; 
of  the  nature  and  aspect  of  the  claims  originating  from  the 
land  case  of  'No.  Ca. ;  of  the  true  and  practicable  means  of  satis- 
fying those  claims;  of  the  absurdity  of  supposing  any  compact 
binding  between  the  white  people  and  cherokees  prior  to  the 
Holstein  treaty;  of  the  instructions  detail  and  outline  to  be 
pursued  by  the  Commrs.     These  must  be  left  to  the  proper 
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department,  and  after  all  be  permitted  to  rest  in  a  great  degree 
in  the  discretion  and  patriotism  of  the  persons  to  be  employed. 
In  short  they  should  be  selected  with  great  care,  and  this 
being  done  their  powers  should  be  plenary.  In  the  present 
situation  and  prospects  of  our  country,  next  to  the  Mission  to 
Paris,!  J  ]^now  of  no  trust  SO  IMPORTAN^T.  A  successfull, 
or  even  a  favorable  termination  will  cut  the  root  of  faction 
in  the  western  country,  and  in  doing  this  the  hope  of  French 
and  Spanish  emissaries  will  expire  in  that  quarter. 

The  state  and  inclination  of  public  opinion  may  be  con- 
sidered less  favorable  in  K.  than  in  Tennessee,  and  the  differ- 
ence is  probably  ascribable  to  this,  that  in  the  one  the  contents 
originate  from  imaginary  causes  and  are  consequently  con- 
fined to  the  higher  circles  of  life;  but  in  the  other  real  griev- 
ances are  to  be  found,  and  the  inquietude  is  general.  If  these 
grievances  can  be  removed  the  people  of  T.  will  for  a  time  at 
least,  bs  well  attached  to  the  Union,  and  the  effects  of  intrigue 
from  abroad,  and  philosophical  dogmas  and  political  quackery 
among  ourselves  will  for  a  time  at  least  be  defeated. 


Memorandum  of  Accounts 

[May  19,  1797] 
John  Steal  to  Archer  Casey  to  hueing  logs  for  house         £6.0.0 

to  giting  of  14  hundred  shingles  at 2.  2.0 

3/  shillings  pr  hundred  42/  1.10.0 

to  hueing  jists  and  rafters  30/  9.12. 

Endorsed : 

Archy  Casays  accot.  settled  in 
two  notes  this  day  surrendered  to  John 
Lentz. 

May  19th  1797. 
(Enclosed  in:  1794,  Jan.  25;  Agreement  between  Steele  and 

Casey) 
John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 

^President  John  Adams's  first  commission  to  France,  after  a  breach 
of  diplomatic  relations.  This  mission,  composed  of  C.  C.  Pinkney, 
John  Marshall,  and  Elbridge  Gerry,  sent  off  in  1797  and  termi- 
nated in  the  *'X,  Y,  Z,  incident." 
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Deed  of  Land  to  John  Steele 

[June  6,  1799] 

STATE  OF  jSTORTH  CAROLIN'A,  N^o  2558 

To  All  To  Wliom  These  Presents  Shall  Come  Greeting ; 

Know  ye,  That  We,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of 
Fifty  Shillings  for  every  hundred  acres  hereby  granted,  paid 
into  our  treasury  by  John  Steele  have  given  and  granted,  and 
by  these  presents  do  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  John  Steele 
a  tract  of  land  containing  Sixty  I^ine  acres,  lying  and  being 
in  the  county  of  Rowan,  On  the  Drafts  of  buck  branch  of  flat 
swamp  creek  Beginning  at  a  pine  William  Dealeys  corner 
runing  thence  East  fifteen  chains  and  thirty  five  links  to  a  pine 
in  his  own  old  line  thence  with  his  old  line  l^orth  forty  five 
chains  to  a  post  oak  Leonard  Smiths  corner,  then  with  his  line 
West  fifteen  chains  and  thirty  five  links  to  a  stake  William 
Dealeys  corner  then  with  his  line  South  forty  five  chains  to  the 
Beginning.  Entered  the  2nd  of  January  1795. 
as  by  the  plat  hereunto  annexed,  doth  appear ;  together  with  all 
woods,  waters,  mines,  minerals,  hereditaments,  and  appurte- 
nances to  the  said  land  belonging  or  appertaining:  TO  HOLD 
to  the  said  John  Steele  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever:  Yielding 
and  paying  to  us  such  sums  of  money,  yearly  or  otherwise,  as 
our  General  Assembly  from  time  to  time  may  direct.  Provided 
always,  That  the  said  grantee  shall  cause  this  grant  to  be  reg- 
istered in  the  Register's  Ofiice  of  our  said  county  of  Rowan 
within  twelve  months  from  the  date  thereof,  otherwise  the  same 
shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect. 

In  testimony  whereof,  We  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be 
made  patent  and  our  great  seal  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

(Witnes)s,  WILLIAM  R.  DAVIE,  Esquire,  our  Governor, 
Captain-General,  and  Commander  in  Chief,  at  Raleigh,  the 
Sixth  day  of  June  (torn)  in  the  xxIII  year  of  our  indepen- 
dence, and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-nine. 

W.  R.  Davie. 

Will:  White  Secretary 
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Addressed : 

Jolm  Steele  69  Acres 
Rowan  County 

Recorded  in  the  Secretary's  Office 
Regd  pd.  4/  D.  Caswell  P.  Sec. 

Endorsed : 

State  of  I^orth  Carolina) 

Rowan  County  )     Deer.  IStli,  1800 

The  within  Grant  is  duly  registered  in  the 
Registers  Office  of  said  County  in  Book  'No.  17, 
page  282  &c. 

Test  Hu.  Braly,  P.R. 

State  of  ^orth  Carolina) 
Rowan  County  ) 

This    Plan    represents    a    tract    land 
surveyed  for  John  Steele  by  virtue  of  a 
(Sketch  warrant  JST^.  303  and  dated  the  fifth  day 

of  of   May   1797 — lying   on   the   drafts   of 

plot)  Buck  Branch  of  Flat  Swamp  Creek  be- 

ginning at  a  pine  William  Dealeys 
Corner  runing  thence  East  fifteen 
Chains  and  thirty-five  links  to  a  pine  in 
his  own  old  line — thence  with  his  old  line  North  forty  Five 
Chains  to  a  post  oak  leonard  Smiths  Corner  then  with  his  line 
west  fifteen  Chains  and  thirty  five  links  to  a  Stake  William 
Dealeys  Corner  then  with  his  line  South  forty  five  Chain  to  the 
beginning   Containing   Sixty   ^N^ine   acres. 

Surveyed  May  ye  8th  1797 
Edmond  Dealy)  By 

(     S.C.B.  Thos.  Carson,  D.S. 

Stevon  Cole      )  for 

Wm.  Moore,  C.S. 
Endorsed : 

John  Steel  69  Acres 

Rowan  County 
Entd.  2nd  Jany 
1795—50/ 

John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


778         The  I^oeth  Carolina  Histoeical  Commission 

[Sep.  29,  1799] 

A  Review  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Since  the  8th  of  May,  1792, 
by  John  Steele  as  Comptroller. 

1st.  The  interest  on  so  mucli  of  tlie  debt  of  the  United 
States  as  has  been,  or  shall  be  purchased  or  redeemed,  or  as 
shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  in  satisfaction  of  any  demand 
of  the  United  States.  This  is  the  style  of  the  Act  of  the  8th. 
of  May  1792,  and  is  supposed  to  have  had  reference  to  stock 
purchased  by  the  Commissioners  out  of  the  funds  provided  by 
the  Act  of  Augt.  1790 — to  instalments  of  the  Foreign  debt 
which  might  be  redeemed,  and  to  stock  or  debts  of  any  kind 
transfered  to  the  public  in  the  winding  up  of  old  transactions. 
Afterwards  by  the  8th  sec.  of  the  Act  of  the  3d.  March  1795 
other  appropriations  were  made  in  addition  to  the  foregoing 
which  include  ^'the  interest  upon  each  instalment  or  part  of 
principal  which  shall  be  reimbursed"  and  again  in  the  same 
section  as  if  with  intent  to  explain  the  word  interest  by  fixing 
its  relation,  the  following  style  is  used  ^Hhe  interest  on  each 
instalment  or  part  of  principal  which  shall  from  time  to  time 
be  reimbursed  or  paid  of  that  part  of  the  debt  or  stock  which  on 
the  first  day  of  Janury.  in  the  year  1801  shall  begin  to  have  an 
interest  of  6  pr.ct.pr.annum."  The  point  is  rendered  however 
still  less  susceptible  of  doubt  by  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  the 
28th  of  April  1796  and  the  letter  of  the  Sectry.  of  the  Treasry. 
of  the  26th  of  Januy.  proceeding  upon  which  that  act  was 
founded.  The  letter  states  "In  deciding  on  the  manner  of 
executing  the  law,  it  has  been  judged  inexpedient  to  renew  the 
certificates  in  consequence  of  the  Annual  reimbursements — the 
expense  to  the  public  and  the  trouble  which  would  be  produced 
to  the  creditors  were  deemed  insuperable  objections."  Had  the 
certificates  been  renewed  the  amount  of  each  annual  reimburse- 
ment must  of  necessity  with  its  interest  have  passed  to  the 
credit  of  the  Fund.  The  reason  assigned  for  prefering  a  dif- 
ferent form  was  not  the  want  of  right  in  the  Commissioners  to 
the  part  redeemed  but  the  expense  and  inconvenience  which 
would  attend  the  renewal.  The  difficulties  then  apprehended 
are  obviated  by  the  principles  of  the  Auditors  report,  and  the 
same  effects  are  produced.     The  act  abolishes  all  distinction 
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between  principal  and  interest  and  converts  the  description  of 
stock  to  which  it  relates  into  an  annuity  of  8  pr.  Ct.  for  a 
certain  term  of  years  the  4th  section  nevertheless  adheres  to 
the  former  style  and  appropriates  'Hhe  interest  upon  the  sums 
which  shall  he  annually  reimbursed/'  With  this  definition  the 
monies  comprized  under  the  General  head  of  interest  are  the 
following.    Vizt. 

1st.  Interest  on  the  debts  actually  purchased  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioners. 

2nd.  Interest  on  debts  transfered  to  the  United  States  in 
consequence  of  the  winding  up  of  old  transactions.  These 
stand  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  in  trust  for  the  IT.  States. 

3d.  Interest  on  the  Instalments  of  the  foreign  debt  as  they 
are  from  time  to  time  reimbursed. 

4th.  Interest  on  the  parts  of  the  Funded  six  pr.Ct.  annually 
reimbursed,  or  in  any  other  manner  redeemed. 

5th.  Interest  on  the  principal  of  the  Loan  office  and  final 
settlement  certificates  as  liquidated  and  discharged  under  the 
act  of  the  12th  June  1798. 

6th.  Interest  on  the  whole  amount  of  the  registered  or  Un- 
funded debt  which  existed  in  that  form  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember 1798. 

7th.  Interest  on  all  debts  which  originated  prior  to  the 
4th  of  March  1789  that  have  been  discharged  at  the  Treasury 
in  specie  since  that  time.  The  title  of  the  Commissioners  to 
this  credit  consists  in  the  circumstance  of  the  debt  being  due 
before  the  4th  of  March  1789  and  discharged  afterwards  with- 
out regard  to  its  nature  or  amount.  This  construction  is  sup- 
ported, if  not  confirmed  by  the  5th.  endowment  of  the  8th 
section  of  the  act  of  the  3d.  of  March  1795  "All  monies  which 
shall  be  received  into  the  Treasury  on  account  of  debts  due  to 
the  U.  States  by  reason  of  any  matters  prior  to  their  present 
constitution."  This  is  a  general  investiture  of  all  debts  due  to 
as  the  other  is  of  all  debts  paid  by  the  United  States  without 
distinguishing  between  such  as  are  subject  to  an  annuity  or 
otherwise.  It  is  true  that  doubts  existed  on  this  subject  before 
the  report  was  made;  but  they  were  of  a  different  nature  from 
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those  suggested  by  tlie  Sectry.  The  difficulty  consisted  not  in 
relation  to  the  right  of  the  Commissioners  to  an  annuity  upon 
such  debts  but  what  that  annuity  should  be.  It  was  upon  the 
whole,  after  due  deliberation  thought  best  to  ^x  it,  as  stated  in 
the  Auditors  report. 

2d.     General  head. 

The  dividends  which  shall  from  time  to  time  be  declared  on 
so  much  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as 
belongs  to  the  United  States;  deducting  thereout  as  much  as 
may  be  necessary  to  pay  interest  on  the  part  of  the  subscription 
loan  remaining  unpaid. 

3d.  The  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  belonging  or 
which  may  hereafter  belong  to  the  United  States  in  the  Wtn. 
Territory. 

4th.  All  monies  which  shall  be  received  into  the  Treasury 
after  the  3d.  of  March  of  March  1795  on  account  of  any  matter 
prior  to  their  present  constitution. 

5th.  All  surplusses  of  revenues  which  shall  remain  at  the 
end  of  any  calendar  year  beyond  the  amount  of  the  apprepria- 
tions  charged  upon  the  said  revenues  and  which  during  the 
session  of  Congress  next  thereafter  shall  not  be  other  wise 
specially  appropriated  or  reserved  by  law. 

6th.  So  much  of  the  duties  on  goods  imported,  on  the  Ton- 
nage of  Vessels,  or  spirits  destilled  in  the  United  States,  and 
on  still  together  with  the  foregoing  funds  as  will  be  sufficient 
to  enable  the  Commissioners  to  make  the  following  payments. 

Vizt. 

1st.  An  annuity  of  8  pr.Ct.  on  the  original  capital  of  the 
Six  pr.Ct.  funded  stock. 

2d.  Such  sums  as  according  to  the  conditions  of  the  sub- 
scription Loan  had  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
payable  towards  its  reimbursement. 

3d.  An  annuity  of  8  pr.Ct.  on  the  original  capital  of  the 
Defered  Stock  after  the  year  1800. 

4th.  Any  surplusses  of  the  Fund  after  satisfying  the  fore- 
going objects  are  to  be  applied  towards  the  further  redemption 
of  the  debts  of  the  United  States  which  existed  in  the  year 
1795   foreign   and   domestic,   funded   and   unfunded   including 
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Loans  for  the  reimbursement  thereof  by  payment  or  purchase 
until  the  whole  shall  be  completely  extinguished.  The  Commis- 
sioners cannot  rightfully  purchase  in  the  Market  until  they 
have  a  surpluss,  and  if  this  should  happen  to  be  the  case  before 
the  final  redemption  of  the  Foreign  Debt  it  is  to  be  presumed 
that  that  object  will  be  the  first  to  claim  their  attention  and 
preference.  This  is  a  matter  that  must  however  be  left  where 
the  law  has  placed  it,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioners. 
They  will  always  possess  the  best  information,  and  will  doubt- 
less be  disposed  to  make  use  of  their  means  in  the  way  most 
likely  to  operate  with  convenienc  to  the  Monied  interests  of 
the  Country,  and  at  the  same  time  produce  the  greatest  degree 
of  premanent  advantage  to  the  public.  The  foreign  Debt  being 
discharged  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  Commissioners  (if 
they  should  be  so  inclined)  to  stipulate  with  the  Government 
to  apply  their  surpluss  income  to  the  reduction  of  the  principal 
of  the  8  pr.Ct.  Loan.  This  they  will  have  every  inducement  to 
undertake  upon  being  assured  of  the  investiture  of  that  annuity 
upon  the  part  redeemed.  This  is  going  farther  into  the  subject 
than  may  perhaps  appear  necessary;  the  idea  is  suggested  by 
the  occasion,  and  serves  to  shew  that  nothing  need  be  appre- 
hended from  making  the  Fund  as  operative  as  possible. 

The  Secty.  addmits  that  in  the  event  of  the  reimbursements 
being  suspended  by  the  Legislature  the  appropriations  would 
be  diminished  to  an  annuity  of  6  pr.Ct.  upon  the  unredeemed 
capital  belonging  to  Individuals  and  of  6  pr.Ct.  on  the  part 
redeemed.  The  latter  would  of  course  then  begin  to  accrue  to 
the  Commissioners,  and  if  so  the  operation  of  such  a  law  would 
not  be  as  stated  to  prevent  the  future  increase  of  the  Sinking 
fund  without  divesting  it  of  a  title  to  credit  for  any  sums 
which  had  accrued  under  former  laws."  Under  this  construc- 
tion an  act  of  the  Legislature  suspending  the  reimbursement 
of  the  debt  would  be  attended  with  these  opposite  and  contra- 
dictory effects,  that  while  it  was  preventing  the  future  increase 
of  the  Fund  (which  would  be  the  fact  as  respects  credits  for 
principal)  it  would  at  the  same  time  be  the  means  of  aug- 
menting it  by  the  acquisition  of  interest  from  that  period  upon 
the  part  of  the  debt  then  redeemed ;  Whereas  if  no  such  sus- 
pension takes  place,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  not,  proceeding 
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on  tlie  ground  taken  by  the  Secty.  tlie  Fund  cannot  obtain  the 
benefit  of  tbe  interest  or  any  part  of  it  until  the  whole  debt 
bearing  an  annuity  of  8  pr.Ct. shall  be  redeemed,  and  then  only 
from  the  period  at  which  the  final  extinction  is  completed.  It 
is  a  clear  principle  that  the  acts  of  the  Treasury  cannot  and 
ought  not  to  be  influenced  by  the  anticipation  of  future  events. 
Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  e^dl  thereof.  Misfortunes  are 
incident  to  all  human  schemes  no  matter  how  wise,  or  virtuous, 
and  the  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt  is  not  perhaps 
in  the  nature  of  things  to  be  wholly  exempted  from  them. 
Trivial  and  ordinary  inconveniences  will  be  surmounted. 
Should  those  which  await  the  United  States,  be  of  a  kind  more 
afflictive  it  will  be  some  consolation  to  those  who  wish  the  debt 
redeemed  that  the  Treasury  shall  have  made  the  most  of  the 
opportunity  and  the  means  which  the  law  affords. 

Great  as  the  object  is,  it  ought  not  however  to  be  expedited 
by  giving  the  law  a  construction  which  would  infringe  the 
rights  of  the  creditors,  or  accomplish  more  in  a  given  period 
of  time  than  the  Legislature  intended.  It  is  impossible  that 
the  amount  of  the  annual  appropriations  can  at  all  be  affected 
by  the  principles  of  the  Auditors  report  unless  it  be  supposed 
that  the  Commissioners  would  by  a  vote  appropriate  their 
income  to  purchase  in  the  market  instead  of  applying  it  in  the 
first  place  to  the  payment  of  dividends  as  directed  by  law  upon 
the  stock  which  has  been  converted  into  an  8  pr.  Ct.  Annuity. 
When  the  Fund  is  more  than  equivalent  to  this  object  it  will 
be  their  business  to  think  of  purchases  and  not  before ;  but  even 
then  no  purchases  will  be  made  in  the  American  markets  for 
the  reasons  above  suggested  unless  the  whole  of  the  Foreign  debt 
should  be  extinguished  which  is  not  likely  to  happen  sooner 
than  the  time  heretofore  contemplated.  (After  the  year  1809) 
To  produce  the  effect  (as  apprehended  by  the  Secty.)  of  in- 
creasing the  appropriations  from  time  to  time,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  suppose  two  things  which  do  not  take  place  in  the 
Treasury  operations.  1st.  The  annual  appropriation  warrants 
upon  which  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  are  predicated 
must  comprize  an  interest  of  6  pr.Ct.  upon  the  instalments  of 
6  pr.Ct.  Stock,  placed  in  consequence  of  the  redemption  to  the 
credit  of  the  Commrs.  of  the  Sinking  fund.    2d.  The  Warrants 
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to  be  issued  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  interest  and  reimbursement 
of  an  entire  year  on  individual  credits  must  be  equal  to  an 
annuity  of  8  pr.Ct.  exclusive  of  the  sums  which  are  advanced 
on  like  warrants  to  the  Agent  of  the  Commissioners  arising 
from  interest  declared  in  their  favor.  Instead  of  this  the 
Appropriation  warrants  will  always  be  exclusive  of  the  amount 
of  interest  at  6  pr.Ct.  upon  the  installments  of  6  pr.Ct.  Stock 
standing  to  their  credit ;  and  the  amount  advanced  during  a 
year  to  their  Agent  upon  warrants  before  mentioned  must 
include  the  interest  at  6  pr.Ct.  upon  the  instalments  of  6  pr.Ct. 
Stock  from  time  to  time  reimbursed  in  place  of  being  exclusive 
of  an  amount  produced  by  the  Annuity  of  8.  pr.Ct.  upon  the 
original  capital.  It  must  be  so  for  this  obvious  reason.  The 
warrants  issued  for  the  payments  of  dividends  from  quarter  to 
quarter  in  favor  of  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  are  always  less 
than  the  Dividends  declared,  by  the  amount  advanced  at  the 
same  periods  to  the  Agent  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  interest 
on  all  their  credits.  This  amount  is  immediately  paid  over  by 
the  Agent  to  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  under  the  instructions  of 
the  Sectry.  of  the  Treasry.  and  with  the  sum  advanced  to  the 
Cashier  upon  warrant  makes  an  aggregate  equal  to  the  whole 
amount  of  the  quarterly  dividend. 

With  respect  to  the  second  question  whether  the  Fund  should 
be  allowed  a  credit  for  interest  on  $515,460  94/100  the  amount 
of  payments  in  specie  in  discharge  of  debts  which  originated 
prior  to  the  present  constitution,  it  will  be  sufficient  briefly 
to  add  to  what  is  stated  on  this  subject  above  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  those  debts  are  of  a  description  that  even  the  rule 
laid  down  by  the  Secty.  would  not  exclude;  and  if  that  rule 
be  insisted  on  it  will  operate  to  the  exclusion  of  all  debts  not 
already  creditted  which  have  been  or  shall  be  discharged  in 
specie  in  consequence  of  the  change  in  the  mode  of  payment 
introduced  by  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  the  12th  of  June 
1798  altho'  many  of  the  settlements  yet  to  be  compleated  are 
clearly  of  the  kind  which  prior  to  that  regulation  would  have 
produced  registered  debt  bearing  an  interest  of  6  pr.Ct.  If  the 
interest  be  struck  off  and  principal  allowed  in  specie  they  will 
in  no  material  degree  be  different  from  those  comprized  in  the 
list  to  which  these  remarks  are  applicable.     It  is  as  easy  to 
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find  an  equitable  rate  of  interest  in  the  one  case  as  in  tlie  other, 
and  as  proper  that  it  should  be  allowed  to  the  Commissioners. 

The  experiment  which  the  United  States  are  now  making 
will  ascertain  whether  a  I^ation  under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances, having  once  funded  a  Debt,  can  ever  hope  to  get 
clear  of  it  afterwards,  by  the  fair  principle  of  reimbursement? 
Or  putting  a  total  exoneration  from  Debt  out  of  the  question, 
whether  a  Government  will  ever  be  found  (supposing  the 
ISTation  possessed  of  great  resources  as  this  is)  capable  of  ad- 
hering to  a  system  of  Economy  inflexible  and  vigilant  enough 
even  to  prevent  an  accumulation  of  the  public  burthens  ?  These 
problems  will  have  their  solution  in  the  minds  of  reflecting  men, 
at  the  instant  of  time  when  the  progress  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
shall  be  interrupted,  or  suspended  by  law.  The  possibility  of 
such  an  event,  however  remote,  is  an  argument  in  support  of  the 
construction  most  favorable  to  the  Fund. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  the 
Sectys.  Most  obedient  &  humble  Servt. 

Jno.  Steele. 

Septemr.  29th.  1799. 

Endorsed : 

A  view  of  the  Sinking  Fund  since  the  8th  of  May 
1792  by  the  Comptr  of  the  Treasy. 

A  statement  is  in  the  course  of  preparation  which 
will  be  submitted  to  the  Secty  of  the  Treasy  in  a  few  days 
shewing  the  period  at  which  the  Fund  upon  the  principles  ad- 
vocated within  is  likely  to  have  a  surplys  after  satisfying  the 
8  pr.  Ct.  annuity  upon  the  present  &  defered  6  pr.  Ct.  Stocks. 
It  was  intended  to  accompany  this  sketch  but  could  not  be  pre- 
pared in  time.  J.  S. 

To  the  Secty  of 

the  Treasury. 

A.L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  N,  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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Cajpy  of  Agreement 

[March  13,  1800] 

This  memorandum  of  an  agreement  between  John  Steele 
Esq"",  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Langdon  of  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, house  Carpenter  of  the  other  witnesseth  viz*. 

1^*.  The  said  Langdon  having  heard  favorable  accounts  of 
Salisbury  in  the  State  of  IN'orth  Carolina  is  desirous  of  going 
thither  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  his  business  as  a 
Mechanic;  and  the  said  Steele  having  lately  erected  near  that 
Town  a  small  frame  house  is  willing  in  consideration  of  the 
good  character  which  he  has  heard  of  the  said  Langdon  to  let 
him  do  the  inside  work  according  to  such  directions  as  may  be 
given  to  him. 

2"^.  It  is  further  agreed,  and  explictly  understood  that  the 
said  Langdon  is  to  bear  his  traveling  expenses,  pay  for  his  own 
boarding,  and  that  of  any  Journeyman  he  may  think  fit  to 
employ,  and  on  account  of  the  job,  or  anything  connected  with 
it  is  to  have  no  demand  of  any  nature  or  kind  whatsoever 
against  the  said  Steele  except  the  usual  prices  of  the  work  which 
he  may  do  according  to  the  Philadelphia  rates  as  stated  in  the 
paper  signed  by  himself  and  deposited  herewith  in  the  hands  of 
M''.  Andrew  Caldcleugh  for  safe  keeping.  Any  work  in  that 
statement  which  may  not  be  done  is  to  be  taken  no'  account  of, 
and  any  work  not  included  in  it  which  may  be  done  is  to  be 
compensated  according  to  the  Philadelphia  book  of  rates.  Any 
alterations  in  the  work  already  done  to  the  house  which  Max- 
well Chambers^  Esq'',  shall  direct  to  be  made,  shall  also  be  paid 
for  at  reasonable  prices.  The  said  Steele  hereby  binds  himself, 
his  heirs  and  assigns  to  pay  for  the  whole  work  as  soon  as  it 
may  be  completed  in  a  workman  like  and  proper  manner. 

3^.  If  by  death,  or  loss  of  health,  or  other  causes  the  said 
Langdon  should  be  prevented  from  doing  the  work  the  said 
Langdon  hereby  sells,  assigns  and  sets  over  a  chest  of  car- 
penters tools  shipped  to  Petersburg  by  M^.  Andrew  Calcleugh 
a  list  whereof  is  also  deposited  with  him,  to  the  said  Steele  as 
a  security  for  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  he  may  be  in 


^See  Note  1  of  letter  from  Maxwell  Chambers  to  Steele,  March 
17,  1801. 
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advance  to  the  said  Langdon  with,  lawful  interest  from  the 
date  of  each  advance,  and  the  said  Langdon  hereby  obligates 
himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns  to  carry  this  part  of  the  agree- 
ment into  effect. 

4*^.  To  the  end  also  that  the  said  Steele  may  be  made  secure 
that  the  work  undertaken  by  the  said  Langdon  shall  be  per- 
formed, and  completed  within  a  reasonable  time  the  said 
Langdon  hereby  obligates  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns  in  the 
penal  sum  of  Four  hundred  dollars  to  proceed  with  it,  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  and  that  he  will  not  enter  upon  any 
other  work  without  the  consent  and  approbation  of  Maxwell 
Chambers  Esq"",  until  it  be  finished  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  agreement. 

In  witness  whereof  the  parties  have  hereunto  respectively 
affixed  their  names  at  Philadelphia  the  13*^.  day  of  March  1800 

John  Steele 
John  Langdon 

Agreed  to  and  signed 

in  the  presence  of 

And^.  Caldcleugh  Witness. 

D.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


A  Report  to  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  BanJc  of  Columbia?- 

Geoegetown  N^ovem"".  4*^^.  1801 
Gentlemen, 

We  are  happy  in  being  able  from  the  investigation  of  yester- 
day to  assure  you  of  our  confidence  in  the  Bank,  and  the  pru- 
dence with  which  its  affairs  have  in  general  been  conducted. 
The  later  attempts  to  shake  its  credit  will  only  serve  to  in- 
crease its  stability  in  proportion  as  they  may  have  contributed 
to  make  known  to  the  stockholders  and  to  the  public  the  extent 
of  its  resources. 


^As  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  Steele  had 
supervision  over  deposits  of  government  funds  in  private  banks,  or 
banks  designated  as  semi-public  agencies. 
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Some  of  the  debts  due  from  individuals  appear  to  us  to  be 
large  perhaps  more  so  than  will  be  proper  when  the  period 
arrives  at  which  the  Bank  must  cease  to  be  the  Agent  of  the 
Government  and  its  means  of  accommodation  shall  be  neces- 
sarily curtailed.  The  time  and  manner  of  reducing  these  large 
debts  we  submit  to  your  consideration,  not  doubting  that  the 
safety  and  interests  of  the  institution  may  be  combined  with  a 
due  regard  to  the  convenience  of  the  Borrowers.  Connected 
with  this  subject  we  recommend  also  that  immediate  measures 
be  taken  to  revise  all  the  securities  in  possession  of  the  Bank, 
and  if  any  of  them  sh**.  be  thought  imperfect  or  doubtful  from 
whatever  cause  let  such  be  required  as  will  leave  no  ground  for 
apprehension.  All  the  titles  to  real  estate  sh*^.  be  on  record, 
and  when  a  security  consists  in  houses,  it  sh*^.  invariably  be 
accompanied  with  a  policy  of  insurance.  It  will  be  well  also 
carefully  to  discriminate  between  debts  which  are  bottomed  on 
landed  property  of  a  fixed  and  certain  value,  and  property  of 
the  same  kind  having  only  a  nominal,  or  imaginary  value.  The 
former  sh^.  be  prefered  in  every  case  where  there  is  a  possi- 
bility of  obtaining  it.  Real  estate  at  best  is  too  slow  and  in- 
active to  meet  the  emergencies  of  a  Bank,  and  if  taken  as  a 
security  at  more  than  one  fourth  of  its  estimated  value,  when 
brought  to  a  forced  sale  will  often  prove  insufficient  and  illusory. 
This  observation  is  founded  on  an  opinion  that  such  estates 
everywhere  are  estimated  by  their  owners  at  sums  double  and 
sometimes  treble  their  true  value.  The  object  of  security  is 
not  attained  if  property  will  not  at  all  times  and  in  all  circum- 
stances command  the  sum  for  which  it  may  be  pledged. 

We  have  taken  the  liberty  to  submit  these  observations  in  the 
fullest  confidence  that  they  will  be  well  received : — They  proceed 
from  an  anxious  solicitude  for  the  safety  of  the  Bank  and  the 
reputation  of  those  who  have  so  long  conducted  its  operations. 
Before  we  conclude  this  letter  we  beg  leave  also  to  recommend 
that  the  stock  in  the  Funds  of  the  United  States  should  not  be 
disposed  of  but  with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the 
Sect^^.  of  the  Treasury.  While  this  is  reserved  we  have  reason 
to  hope  that  Government  may  be  induced  to  continue  its  present 
deposits  for  interest  and  unclaimed  dividends,  or  so  to  with- 
draw them  as  not  to  interfere  materially  with  the  arrangements 
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and  convenience  of  tlie  Bank.  In  this  way  we  presume  the 
essential  advantages  of  an  immediate  sale  may  be  obtained 
without  incurring  the  evils  that  might  be  expected  to  result 
from  it. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  &c^. 

J.  S 

a.  M 

W.  L 
W.  D 
D.  S 
The  President  &  Directors 
of  the  Bank  of  Columbia. 

Steele  Papers,  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Printed  Circular 

Bank  of  Columbia,  5th  I^ov.  1801. 

[Georgetown] 
John  Steele  Esqr. 
Sir. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  President  and  Directors  to  inform 
you,  that  in  consequence  of  the  malicious  reports  lately  circu- 
lated and  published  in  handbills,  and  in  some  of  the  newspapers, 
tending  to  injure  the  credit  of  this  Bank,  they  determined  to 
have  a  full  investigation  of  all  its  transactions  made  by  a  few 
intelligent  Stockholders,  of  well  known  established  character, 
residents  of  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  not  particularly 
connected  with  them,  in  order  that  such  report  thereof  might 
be  made  as  they  should  deem  necessary  for  the  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned. 

For  this  purpose  the  President  and  Directors  requested  the 
attendance  of  the  five  following  Gentlemen : — John  Steele,  Esq. 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  George  Mur- 
doch, Esq.  of  Eredicktown,  William  Lorman,  Esq.  of  Baltimore, 
William  Drummond,  Esq.  of  Fredericksburg,  and  David 
Steuart,  Esq.  of  Doden,  near  Annapolis;  who  met  here  accord- 
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ingly,  on  tlie  morning  of  the  3d.  instant.  By  desire  of  the 
Board  I  now  hand  you  annexed  copy  of  their  report  con- 
taining the  result  of  the  examination. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  Ohedient  Servant, 

WiLLM.  W.  Laun 

Bank  of  Columbia,  November  4, 

1801. 

THE  Subscribers,  Stockholders  in  the  Bank  of  Columbia, 
having  attended  at  the  request  of  the  President  and  Directors 
thereof,  and  having  taken  time  to  examine  minutely  into  its 
affairs  (which  were  fully  exposed  to  our  view)  do  without 
hesitation  declare  to  all  concerned,  that  the  examination  has 
perfectly  confirmed  our  confidence,  and  that  the  Specie  funds 
compared  with  the  amount  of  !N"otes  in  circulation  and  all 
claims  of  every  nature  on  the  Bank  completely  prove  the  safety 
and  stability  of  the  institution. 

John  Steele, 
George  Murdoch, 
William  Lorman, 
William  Drummond, 
David  Steuart. 
Addressed :   John  Steele  Esqr. 

L.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


July  29,  1802 

Form  of  Certificate  of  Admission  to  Auditors  Report 

(John  Steele) 

Admitted  &  certified.  It  is  proper  at  the  same  time  to  ob- 
serve that  the  payments  of  double  mileage  to  certain  senators 
in  this  accompt  do  not  correspond  with  the  construction  which 
I  would  have  given  to  the  Act  of  Congress  fixing  their  compen- 
sation, if  I  had  been  consulted  before  the  payments  were  made. 
My  opinion  of  the  meaning  of  that  law,  as  communicated  in  a 
letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Keprs.   of  the  22d.   of 
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Decemr.  1801  remains  unclianged.  Of  that  opinion  however 
T  am  far  from  being  tenacious.  The  cases  are  considered  by 
some,  not  exactly  alike,  the  payments  charged  by  Mr.  Otis^ 
being  for  Mileage  to  and  from  a  meeting  of  the  Senate  after 
the  Session  which  terminated  the  Sixth  Congress  had  closed. 
It  has  been  urged  too  by  Mr.  Otis  that  these  payments  were 
made  under  the  direction  of  the  Yice  President.  This  consid- 
eration is  entitled  to  attention.  There  is  certainly  a  wide 
difference  between  admitting  a  doubtful  claim  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  the  expediency  of  attempting  to  recover  it  after 
payment  (as  in  the  present  case)  by  competent  authority. 

EJSTDORSED: 

Form  of  certificate  of  admission  to  Auditors  report  in  favor 
of  Saml.  A.  Otis,  N;o.  13424.    July  29th.  1802. 

A.Df.  John  Steele. 


Resolution  of  Thanhs 

[Dec.  1802] 

Resolved,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  General  Assembly 

be  presented  to  the  Hon''^®.  John  Steele,  for  the 

services  by  him  rendered  to  the  Treasurer 

and  State  of  ^orth  Carolina,  in  purchasing 

a  part  of  the  funded  Debt  of  the  United 

States,  agreeably  to  a  Resolution  of  the 

last  Session  of  the  Legislature,  and  that 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  make  known 

to  M^.  Steele  the  high  sense  they  entertain 

of  the  services  by  him  so  rendered  in 

that  negociation.'' 

Dec'-.  1802 

Copy  as unanimously  by  the  Assembly. 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


^Samuel  Alleyne  Otis,  Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Senate.  He  was  a 
delegate  to  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  in  its  last  session; 
a  Massachusetts  Commissioner  in  the  settlement  arising  out  of 
Daniel  Shay's  Rebellion.  He  was  a  brother  of  James  Otis  who  so 
stoutly  resisted  the  "Writs  of  Assistance"  in  1761-1763;  and  father 
of  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  an  orator  and  political  leader  in  Massa- 
chusetts from  1805  to  1830. 
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Constitution  Salisbury  Jockey  Cluh^ 

[1804] 
Salisbury  Jockey  Club 

The  subscribers  taking  into  consideration  tbe  advantages 
experienced  in  otber  parts  of  the  country  from  a  good  breed  of 
borses  and  wishing  to  encourage  the  same,  d(5  hereby  form 
themselves  into  a  society  for  that  purpose  under  the  following 
rules  and  regulations  Yiz. 

1st.  This  society  shall  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Jockey  Club  of  Salisbury. 

2d.  There  shall  be  course  races  established  once  a  year  for 
the  term  of  years  to  commence  on  the  "Wednesday  of 

October,  1804,  and  on  the  same  day  annually  during  the  said 
period. 

3d.  Each  annual  race  shall  be  divided  into  four  days  viz. 
on  the  first  day,  Wednesday,  no  nag  shall  be  permitted  to  run 
but  untried  coalts  of  three  years  old  and  under,  foaled,  raised, 
and  owned  at  the  time  within  the  districts  of  Salisbury  or 
Morgan.  The  entry  money  for  each  coalt  shall  be  dollars, 

and  compose  a  purse  to  be  set  apart  for  this  days  races  which 
shall  be  one  mile  heats.  The  weights,  time  for  rubbing  between 
the  heats  and  every  other  particular  shall  be  settled  by  the 
rules  of  the  club. 

4th.  The  purses  of  the  other  three  days  of  each  annual  race 
Yiz.  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  shall  be  free  as  hereto- 
fore for  any  horse,  mare,  or  gelding  except  the  winning  nags 
of  each  day,  and  such  other  nags  as  may  be  adjudged  unworthy 
to  start  a  second  time  on  acco*.  of  foul  riding  or  other  conduct 
inconsistent  with  fair,  and  honorable  sporting.  The  race  of 
Thursday  shall  be  three  mile  heats,  of  Friday  two'  mile  heats, 
of  Saturday  one  heats.  The  purse  for  Thursday  shall  be  two 
thirds  of  the  amount  of  the  subscriptions  for  Friday  the  re- 
maining one  third,  and  for  Saturday  the  whole  of  the  entry 
money  of  the  two  preceding  days. 

^This  body  of  regulations,  penned  in  Steele's  hand,  shows  the 
great  interest  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  old  school  in  the  turf,  and 
at  the  same  time  indicates  the  great  vogue  that  racing  had  in  the 
early  South. 
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5tli.  In  all  races  of  one  mile  heats  tlie  time  allowed  to  rub 
between  tbe  beats  sball  be  fifteen  minutes.  The  distance  to 
losing  nags  sixty  yards.  In  all  races  of  two  mile  beats  tbirty 
minutes  and  one  bundred  and  twenty  yards.  In  all  races  of 
tbree  miles  beats,  Forty  five  minutes,  and  one  bundred  and 
eigbty  y^^.  Any  nag  taking  two  distinct  beats  fairly,  and  ac- 
cording to  tbe  rules  of  tbe  club  sball  be  deemed  tbe  winner; 
but  no  nag  can  be  allowed  to  run  for  a  fourtb  beat  wbicb  sball 
not  bave  taken  one  of  tbe  tbree  preceding. 

6tb.  Tbe  weigbts  sball  be  as  follows  Yiz*.  JSTags  under  S^""^. 
old  to  carry  a  ketcb. 

iN'ags  of  tbree  years  and  under  four  to  carry  80^'^^. 
l^ags  of  four  and  under  five  to  carry  92^^^^. 

I^ags  of  five  and  under  six  to  carry  100^^^. 

l^ags  of  six  and  under  seven  to  carry  120^^^ 

]^ags  of  seven  and  upward  to  carry  134^^® 

all  nags  not  carrying  tbeir  weigbts  and  losing  in  any  beat  more 
tban  is  allowed  by  tbe  foregoing  rule  sball  be  adjudged  dis- 
tanced, and  if  any  rider  be  detected  in  unfair  riding  to  be 
determined  by  tbe  Judges  tbe  nag  rode  by  bim  sball  not  only 
be  deemed  distanced  but  sball  not  be  allowed  to  start  again 
tbat  season,  nor  sball  tbe  rider  be  allowed  to  ride  again  for 
any  purses  during  tbe  existence  of  tbis  club. 

7tb.  Eacb  rider  sball  be  dressed  in  a  colored  Jacket  witb 
sleeves,  witb  a  Jockey  cap  or  colored  bank*  on  bis  bead  and  no 
two  riders  sball  wear  tbe  same  colors  on  tbe  bead.  Wben  tbe 
dresses  of  riders  are  nearly  alike  tbe  Judges  before  tbe  time  of 
starting  sball  prescribe  tbe  necessary  marks  of  distinction. 

8tb.  A  Treasurer  and  recorder  sball  be  appointed  at  tbe  first 
meeting  of  tbe  club  wbo  sball  be  considered  permanent  officers. 
All  otber  officers  sball  be  appointed  for  tbe  season  only,  and 
as  occasion  may  require.  It  sball  be  tbe  duty  of  tbe  Treas'". 
tO'  keep  all  monies  belonging  to  tbe  club,  to  advertise  tbe  races 
annually  and  upon  tbe  written  certificate  of  a  majority  of  tbe 
Judges  to  pay  tbe  purses  to  tbeir  respective  winners.  He  sball 
also  pay  necessary  expenses  upon  receipts  stating  tbe  amount 
and  tbe  purpose,  but  notbing  by  way  of  salary  sball  be  allowed 
to  any  officer  for  bis  services  or  trouble.     It  sball  be  tbe  duty 
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of  the  recorder  to  receive  entries  of  nags  intended  to  run  upon 
presentation  to  him  of  the  Treasurer's  receipts  for  the  entry 
money,  and  to  grant  to  the  person  entering  a  certificate  thereof 
to  record  the  entries  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  in 
which  shall  be  stated  at  large  the  performances  of  each  day, 
the  weights  carried  by  each  nag,  the  time  of  running  according 
to  the  best  information,  the  names  of  each  nag's  sire  and  to  send 
abstracts  therefrom  to  the  printers  for  publication. 

9th.  Each  nag  shall  be  entered  before  the  sunset  of  the  day 
preceding  that  on  which  he  is  to  run,  in  the  presence  of  as  many 
of  the  club  as  choose  to  attend,  and  for  this  purpose  the  Treas'^. 
and  recorder  shall  fix  by  public  notice  upon  a  tavern  where  they 
will  be,  during  the  afternoon  of  the  said  day.  ISTo  nag  shall 
be  entered  afterwards  but  on  payment  of  double  entrance 
money. 

10th.  ISTo  person  shall  enter  or  be  concerned  in  more  than 
one  nag  for  each  day,  and  all  partnerships  or  combinations 
whereby  two  or  more  ISTag's  are  intended  to  run  in  conjunction 
are  hereby  declared  no  fair,  and  inconsistent  with  the  rules 
of  honorable  sporting  and  upon  proof  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
judges  shall  forfeit  all  claim  to  any  of  the  purses  hereby  estab- 
lished. 

11th.  ISTo  certificate  of  a  ISTags  age  if  disputed  shall  be  rec^. 
by  the  recorder  unless  given  on  oath  of  the  breeder  or  some 
other  person  of  known  credibility,  and  every  nag  whose  age  is 
not  established  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  recorder  &  Treas'*. 
previous  to  the  time  of  starting  shall  carry  aged  weight. — ■ 
If  the  Treasurer  and  Recorder  sh^.  be  of  diff^  opinions  the 
determination  shall  be  referred  to  the  Judges  of  the  races. 

12^^.  There  shall  be  a  meeting  of  the  club  annually  on  the 
morning  of  the  first  days  race  for  the  purpose  of  superintending 
the  appointment  of  judges  for  the  season,  and  of  transacting 
any  other  necessary  business.  The  Judge  shall  be  lappointed 
in  the  following  manner  viz*.  The  Treas"".  and  recorder  shall 
put  into  a  box  in  the  presence  of  the  club  the  names  of  Twenty 
four  respectable  men  entirely  unconnected  by  kindred  interest 
or  otherwise  with  those  who  are  supposed  to  have  horses  in 
keeping,  and  after  being  well  mixed,  and  shaken  together  the 
first  six  drawn  shall  be  the  Judges  for  the  season;  It  is  the 
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duty  of  tlie  Judges  to  weigh  the  riders  in  and  out — to  fix  tlie 
hour  of  starting — to  keep  the  time  between  the  heats — to  give 
the  word — to  decide  all  disputes  concerning  foul  riding  and  to 
give  certificates  to  the  winners  on  which  the  Treas''.  shall  dis- 
tribute the  purses. 

13*^.  The  entry  money  of  the  coults  on  Wednesday,  and  of 
the  three  other  days  shall  be  the  same  viz*.  Twenty  dollars 
each,  and  if  any  person  shall  win  a  purse  (except  that  for  the 
coults)  who  is  not  an  original  subscriber  a  sum  shall  be  de- 
ducted from  the  purse  so  won  equal  to  the  amount  p*^.  for  that 
and  the  preceeding  years  by  the  highest  subscriber  on  the  list. 
To  this  end  every  person  entering  a  nag  shall  declare  upon 
oath  if  required  that  the  nag  so  entered  is  to  be  run  for  his 
own  establishment  or  in  a  partnership  with  others  to  be  when 
named  and  not  with  the  intention  of  defeating  this  regulation. 

14*'\  If  any  rider  shall  dismount  before  being  authorized  to 
do  so  by  one  of  the  Judges,  or  shall  drink  or  take  anything  into 
his  possession  whereby  his  weight  might  be  increased,  his  nag 
shall  be  deemed  distanced. 

15*^.  As  to  foul  riding,  it  is,  perhaps  impossible  to  define 
particularly  every  act  which  ought  to  be  considered  in  that 
light.  The  following  however  are  so  clearly  within  the  meaning 
of  the  terms  viz*.  It  is  unfair  for  one  rider  to  strike  or  threaten 
another — to  strike  an  adversarys  nag  whether  it  be  before  or 
not — to  ride  up  on  the  heels  of  another — to  make  a  noise,  or 
hiss  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  an  adversary's  nag  behind  or 
forcing  him  on — to  jostle  another  rider — to  touch  his  bridle — 
bear  him  out  of  the  course — to  pass  in  the  inside  unless  the  track 
be  clearly  unoccupied.  In  short  the  business  of  a  rider  being 
to  manage  his  own  nag  only  it  is  improper  for  him  to  speak 
at  all  or  to  meddle  with  an  adversary  or  his  nag  during  the 
race,  and  any  conduct  inconsistent  with  this  principle  whether 
voluntary  or  not  shall  be  adjudged  foul  riding. 

16*^.  The  foregoing  are  the  fundamental  principles  on  which 
the  club  is  founded  and  shall  not  be  altered  by  any  future 
meeting  except  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  the  club  con- 
vened by  public  notice  be  present  and  approve. 

Jockey  club 

A.D.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 
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[JSTov.  11,  1806] 
Causes  in  Equity  for  Morgan  District,  1806 

A  Correct  Statement  of  tlie  Causes  in  tlie  Court  o£  Equity 
for  tlie  District  of  Morgan  at  September  Term,  Anno,  Dom. 
1806  ISToting  the  places  of  residence  of  the  parties. 


John   Allison   and 
James   Twaddle 
1.  vs. 

Mark   Bird 


So. Carolina 

Bill 
Rutherfd 


Jones  Bedford 

10.  vs. 

Thomas   Gore 


Tennassee 

Injunction 

So. Carolina 


Phillip    Hoodenpyle 

2.  vs. 

William    Davidson 


Buncombe 

Bill 

Terrapin 
Tennassee 


James   Hart 

11.  vs. 

David   Tate 


Iredell 

Bill 
Burke 


Christian   L.   Benzien 
&  others 
3.  vs 

John  Loveless 


Salem 
Bill 


"William  Lenoir  &  others        Wilks. 


Rachel   Logan  Rutherford 

12.  vs  Bill 

John    Chisolm   &   others. 


John  McDowell  and  Burke 

Philip    Hoodenpyle  Buncombe 

4.                    vs.  Bill 

David   Dickey  Kentucky 


John  Armstrong  Burke 

13.  vs.  Bill 

William    Thompson  Burke 


Stuart    &   Hall 
5.  vs. 

William  Walton 


Virginia 
Bill 
Charlestone 


Samuel    Sloan 

14.  vs. 

Christian    Hunsucker 


Lincoln 
Bill 

Lincoln 


David   Thompson 
6.  vs 

Jean    England   and 
an   other 


Burke                John   McDowell  Burke 

Bill                  15.                   vs  Bill 

John    Carson    and  Burke 

William  Whitson  Buncombe 


James   Holland 
7.  vs. 

Isham   Revis 


Rutherford                William  Parker  Rutherford 

Bill                  16.                    vs.  Injunction 
Rutherford                 James   Kemp  and 

James    English  So. Carolina 


Executors   of  Jos. 
McDowell 
vs. 
John    Carson 


Burke 

Bill 
Burke 


James  English 
17.  vs. 

Marke  Bird 


Rutherford 

Bill 
Rutherford 


James   English 
9.  vs. 

Mark  Bird 


Rutherfd. 

Bill 
Rutherfd. 


Alexander  Works  Admrs.     Rowan 


18.  vs. 

William   Beaty 


Bill 
Lincoln 


796 


The  ISToETH  Carolina  Historical  Commission 


Alexander  Works  Admrs.     Rowan 
19.  vs.  Bill 

William  Beaty  Lincoln 


James  Greenlee  &  Burke 

Charles  McDowell 
31.  vs.  Bill 

The  Heirs  of  Genl.Jo  Burke 

McDowell 


Alexander  Worke's 

Rowan 

James   Greenlee 

Burke 

Admrs. 

Bill 

32 

vs. 

Bill 

20. 

vs. 
William   Beaty 

Lincoln 

Waightstill  Avery 

Burke. 

Davidson    &    Benson 

Tennessee 

Lewis    Smith 

Buncombe 

21. 

vs 

Bill 

33. 

vs. 

Bill 

William  Nelson 

Buncombe 

John  Wikle  and 
Adlai  Osborn 

Iredell 

The  Heirs  of  F.McCorkle    Lincoln 

Drusilla   Byers 

Rutherford 

22 

vs. 
Alexander  Work. 

Bill 
Iredell 

34. 

vs. 
Nathan  Byars 

Bill 
Rutherford 

David   Witherspoon 

Wilks 

William  Beatty 

Lincoln 

23. 

vs. 

Bill 

35. 

vs. 

Bill  Injun. 

Andrew  Bryant  and 

Alexander  Worke 

Iredell 

Thomas    Finly 

Wilkes 

Samuel  Robinett 

Ashe 

John   Camp 

So. Carolina 

24. 

vs. 

Bill 

36. 

vs. 

Bill 

Obadiah   Brumfield 

Ashe 

Thomas   Cole 

Ashe 

John  Cox 

Ashe 

Elihu   Chambers 

Buncombe 

25. 

vs. 

Bill 

37. 

vs. 

Bill 

James   Hathorn 

Ashe 

James  Robbett  and 

John  Beefle 

Buncombe 

William   Beaty  Lincoln 

26.  vs.  Bill 

John  &  Thomas  Beaty  Lincoln 


38. 


Joseph  Barton 
27.  vs. 

David  Tate 


Burke 
Bill 
Burke 


39. 


Waightstill    Avery 
28.  vs. 

James   Lapsey 


Burke 
Bill  of 
Review 
Kentucky. 


Andrew    Hazlett  Burke 

29.  vs.  Injunc 

John    Greenway  and 
Joseph  Madley  Tennessee 


Robert  Nail 
30.  vs. 

John  Burton 


Ashe 


Bill 


Ashe 
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Appearance  Cases  in  Equity,  Septemher  Term,  1806 


John  Dellenger 

Burke 

Charles  McDowell 

Burke 

1.                   vs 

Injunc 

5.                   vs. 

Bill 

Henry  Wood  and 

Thomas  Bouchell 

Burke 

James  Fletcher 

Buncombe 

Samuel  Chann 

Buncombe 

James  Miller 

Rutherford 

2.                   vs. 

Injunc- 
tion 

6.                   vs. 

Bill 

John  Wrenn 

Virginia 

Waightstill  Avery- 

Burke 

Henry  Webb  &  D.  Buncombe 

3.         Webb  Injunc- 

vs.  tion 

S.  Harris  &  J.Ruther- 
ford Buncombe 


Elihu    Chambers 
7.  vs. 


Bill 


Joseph  Dobson  &  others       Burke 


William  Baxter  Rutherford 

4.  vs.  Injunction 

Bennet   Smith  Burke 


State  of  JSTortli  Carolina  ( 

_      ■        ) 

Morgan  District  ( 

I  do  certify  tliat  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  state- 
ment of  the  causes  in  the  court  of  Equity  for  the  district 
aforesaid,  at  September  Term  1806,  of  which  Two 
original  Bills  were  tried  and  dismissed,  and  Five  in- 
junctions dissolved  at  the  said  Term  of  September  1806. 
Given  under  my  hand  at  office  in  Morganton  this 
11th  day  of  l^ovember  Anno  Dom  1806. 

Robert  Henry  C.M.C. 

By 

J :  Erwin  Depy. 
N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Report   of   J.    Meigs    and  Joseph    Caldwell 

[June  28,  1807] 

To  the  Commissioners  of  I^orth  Carolina  and  Georgia  for 
ascertaining  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  states,  the 
Artists  acting  for  them  report; 
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that  by  observation  wbicli  eacb  pronounces  to  be  exceed- 
ingly uncertain  on  account  of  cloudy  weather,  the  Artist  on  the 
part  of  Georgia  has  found  the  latitude  of  this  place  to  be  thirty 
^Ye  Degrees,  two  minutes,  fifty  seven  seconds  and  fifty  six 
thirds,  and  the  artist  on  the  part  of  ISTorth  Carolina  has  found 
the  latitude  to  be  thirty  ^ve  degrees,  four  minutes,  fifty-four 
seconds  &  four  thirds. 

Georgia    35—2—57—56 

ISr.  Carolina 35—4—54—  4 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted 

J.  Meigs 
Dowthet's  Gap  Jos.  Caldwell. 

June  28th  1807. 

Endorsed : 

Report  of  the  Artists 

Dated  Dowthards  Gap 

June  28th  1807. 

ISTo.  5. 

Copy  of  this  sent  to  the 

Governor — Abstract  of 

other  reports  within. 

John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Boundary  Articles 

[July  11,  1808] 
ARTICLES 

Of  a  conventional  agreement  between  the  States  of  South-Caro- 
lina and  North-Carolina 

The  undersigned  Joseph  Blyth  and  Thomas  Sumter,  jun.  on 
the  part  of  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  and  James  Wellborn, 
John  Moore  and  John  Steele,  on  the  part  of  the  state  of  JSTorth- 
Carolina,  having  been  duly  appointed  commissioners  by  their 
respective  states,  to  settle  and  adjust  all  and  singular  the  differ- 
ences, disputes,  controversies  and  claims  of  whatsoever  nature 
they  may  be  concerning  territory,  jurisdiction  and  limits,  and 
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to  fix  and  establish  permanently  a  line  of  boundary  between  tbe 
two  states.  And  tbe  said  undersigned  commissioners  having 
met  at  Columbia,  in  the  State  of  South-Carolina,  and  ex- 
changed testimonials  of  their  authority,  which,  upon  examina- 
tion, are  found  to  be  duly  authenticated ;  and  believing  that  the 
dignity  and  the  interest  of  both  states  will  be  promoted  by  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  their  disputes  upon  liberal  and  equi- 
table terms;  and  believing  also,  as  the  undersigned  commis- 
sioners do,  that  when  they  accepted  this  important  trust,  it 
imposed  upon  them  individually  an  obligation  to  lose  sight,  as 
far  as  possible,  of  local  views  and  parties,  and  to  enter  on  the 
business  assigned  to  them  as  citizens  of  the  same  national  com- 
monwealth— bearing  in  mind  this  truth,  that  to  preserve  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  the  two  states  is  a  duty  of  paramount 
and  indispensible  obligation.  And  actuated  moreover  by  those 
sentiments  of  liberality,  conciliation  and  good  will,  which  the 
people  and  governments  of  free  states  should  ever  manifest  and 
cherish  towards  each  other,  the  undersigned  commissioners,  for, 
and  in  the  name  of  their  respective  states,  have  agreed,  and  do 
hereby  agree  comformably  to  the  powers  confided  to  them  re- 
spectively, to  terminate  all  manner  of  disputes,  dissensions  and 
controversies  which  have  at  any  time  heretofore  happened  or 
existed,  on  the  following  terms  and  conditions,  viz. 

Art.  1st.  The  line  beginning  at  a  cedar  stake  on  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  and  running  thence  northwest  and  west  to  a  point  at 
the  Salisbury  road,  near  the  Catawba  lands,  as  described  in  the 
plans  of  survey  begun  in  1735  and  ended  in  1764,  shall  be,  and 
remain  the  same  in  its  whole  extent  as  heretofore  established. 

Art.  2d.  From  which  point  at  the  said  Salisbury  road,  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  article,  instead  of  following  the  road 
to  where  it  enters  the  Catawba  lands  as  at  present,  which  road 
is  liable  to  change  and  uncertainty,  a  line  shall  be  run  and 
marked  in  direct  course  to  the  southeast  corner  of  the  said 
Catawba  lands,  at  Twelve-Mile  creek,  which  line  is  hereby 
established  in  lieu  of  the  said  road;  thence  along  the  line  of 
the  said  Catawba  lands,  pursuing  its  different  courses  to  where 
the  Catawba  river  enteres  the  said  lands  on  the  northwardly, 
to  the  confluence  of  the  northern  and  southern  branches  thereof, 
and  from  then^^e  due  west  along  the  line  as  run  and  marked 
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by  commissioners  in  the  year  1772,  to  the  termination  of  said 
line. 

Art.  3d.  And  from  the  termination  of  the  said  line  of  1772, 
a  line  shall  be  extended  in  a  direct  course  to  that  point  on  the 
ridge  of  mountains  which  divide  the  eastern  from  the  western 
waters,  where  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude  shall  be 
found  to  strike  it  nearest  to  the  termination  of  the  said  line 
of  1772,  thence  along  the  top  of  said  ridge  to  western  extremity 
of  the  state  of  South-Carolina;  it  being  understood  that  the 
state  of  South-Carolina  does  not  mean  by  this  arrangement, 
to  interfere  with  claims  which  the  United  States  or  those 
holding  under  the  act  of  cession  to  the  U.  States  may  have  to 
lands  which  may  be,  if  any  there  be,  between  the  top  of  said 
ridge  and  the  said  35°  of  north  latitude. 

The  contracting  parties,  for  their  mutual  benefit  and  con- 
venience, agree  to  adopt  and  confirm  the  lines  of  boundary  as 
described  in  the  preceding  articles,  and  to  renounce  respectively 
to  each  other  every  right,  claim  and  pretention  which  may  be 
inconsistent  with  the  true  meaning  and  purpose  of  this  agree- 
ment, which  is  to  establish  between  the  states  of  South-Carolina 
and  JSTorth-Carolina,  a  permanent  and  unalterable  boundary. 
Provided  nevertheless,  that  in  case  at  any  time  this  agreement 
shall  be  contested  or  not  conformed  to,  after  the  ratification  of 
it  by  the  legislatures  of  said  states,  all  the  rights  claims  and 
pretentions  herein  intended  to  be  renounced  and  conveyed,  and 
all  other  rights  and  claims  in  relation  thereto,  shall  revive  and 
exist  in  the  same  force  and  effect  as  they  did  before  the  signing 
these  presents,  in  favour  of  the  of  the  state  which  shall  conform 
thereto. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereto  set  our  hands  and 
affixed  our  seals  as  commissioners  of  our  respective  states,  at 
Columbia,  in  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  the  11th  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  thirty-third. 
(Signed) 

John  Steele,  (L.S.) 

John  Mooke,  (L.S.) 

James  Wellborn,  (L.S.) 

Joseph  Blyth,  (L.S.) 

Thos.  Sumter,  jun.         (L.S.) 
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Signed,  sealed  and  interchangeably  delivered  by  tbe  commis- 
sioners of  tbe  two  states,  in  presence  of  us  who  bave  hereunto 
subscribed  as  witnesses. 

(Signed) 

Abraham  N'ott,  John  Taylor, 

Henry  Chambers,  R.W.  Yanderhorst, 

Geo.  Waring.  Robert  Hails, 


IN  the  HOUSE  of  REPRESEITTATIYES, 

[of  South  Carolina] 

December  14,  1808. 

The  joint  Committee  of  both  Houses,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Convention,  agreed  on  at  Columbia,  in  this  state,  on  the  11th 
day  of  July  of  the  -present  year,  between  the  Commissioners  of 
North  and  South-Carolina,  in  regard  to  the  territorial  boun- 
daries of  the  two  states, 

REPORT, 

THAT  they  have  had  the  convention  submitted  to  them  by 
their  respective  houses,  under  serious  consideration,  and  have 
investigated  and  examined  the  several  articles  and  provisions 
thereof,  with  all  that  industry  and  attention  to  which  they  are 
so  eminently  entitled.  The  committee  beg  leave  to  state 
further,  that  they  have  been  favored  with  personal  attendance 
of  the  two  gentlemen  who  acted  in  behalf  of  this  state,  and 
have  received  from  them  every  information  and  light  required, 
and  in  their  power  to  afford;  and  it  is  with  peculiar  gratifica- 
tion to  their  own  feelings,  that  the  committee  find  themselves 
authorized  to  express  an  unanimous  and  entire  approbation  of 
the  good  conduct  and  unwaried  zeal,  perseverance  and  industry, 
which  has  been  evinced  by  the  commissioners  of  this  state, 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  tedious,  troublesome  and  perplex- 
ing business.  They  moreover  perform  what  they  conceive  a 
duty  by  recommending  at  the  end  of  this  report,  a  resolution 
expressing  a  like  approbation  of  their  conduct,  as  one  proper 
to  be  adopted  on  the  part  of  the  respective  houses. 
Vol.  2—22 
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In  turning  the  attention  of  tlie  honorable  bodies  by  wbom 
they  have  been  appointed,  to  the  subject  more  immediately  sub- 
mitted to  their  consideration,  it  might  be  expected  that  the 
committee  should  enter  into  a  minute  investigation  of  it,  and 
present  a  full  view  of  the  various  rights,  claims  and  pretentions 
of  the  rival  interests  at  length,  as  it  is  hoped,  happily  adjusted 
by  the  convention.  Fortunately  however,  this  difficult  and  not 
very  pleasant  task,  is  deemed  unnecessary,  and  to  have  been 
rendered  in  a  great  degree  superfluous  by  the  luminous  and 
elaborate  report  of  the  commissioners  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  last  legislature,  by  whose  orders  it  was  printed 
and  published  together  with  the  acts  of  the  session  of  1807.  To 
this  report  they  beg  leave  tO'  refer,  and  to  invite  the  particular 
attention  of  their  respective  houses.  But  although  the  com- 
mittee conceive  themselves  thus  fortunately  relieved  from  the 
duty  of  entering  into  more  ample  details,  yet  they  deem  it 
incumbent  on  them  to  offer  some  general  observations  on,  and 
present  a  hasty  and  rapid  view  of  the  subject  submitted  to  their 
investigation. 

It  is  no  doubt  within  the  knowledge  of  every  member  of  the 
legislature,  that  the  disputes  in  regard  to  boundary  between 
the  neighboring  and  adjoining  states  of  ISTorth  and  South  Caro- 
lina, are  of  long  standing,  that  they  existed  previously  to  the 
revolution  which  established  our  independence,  and  from  the 
very  period  indeed,  at  which  the  respective  states  were  first 
seperated  and  formed  into  two  distinct  provinces.  Although 
it  was  from  time  to  time  attempted  under  the  royal  government 
partially,  and  in  1772-3,  finally  to  adjust  those  disputes;  yet 
the  revolution  found  the  two  provinces  still  at  variance,  and 
in  the  year  1776,  in  the  very  height  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
]Srorth-Carolina  undertook,  whilst  forming  a  new  constitution 
for  herself,  to  cut  the  Gordian  knot  by  establishing  in  that 
constitution,  and  consequently  forever,  the  boundaries  which 
were  to  divide  the  respective  states.  These  boundaries  the 
framers  of  her  constitution  in  their  declaration  of  rights  de- 
scribed in  the  following  words,  to  wit : 

"As  the  former  temporary  line  between  J^orth  and  South- 
Carolina  was  confirmed  and  extended  by  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  states,  agreeably  to 
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the  order  of  the  late  King  George  2d  in  council,  that  line  and 
that  only,  should  be  esteemed  the  Southern  boundary  of  this 
State,  that  is  to  say;  beginning  on  the  sea  side  at  a  cedar 
stake,  at  or  near  Little  river,  and  running  from  thence  a  I^orth- 
West  course  through  the  Boundary-House,  which  stands  in 
thirty-three  degrees  fifty-six  minutes,  to  thirty-five  degrees 
I^Torth  latitude,  and  from  thence  a  west  course  so  far  as  is 
mentioned  in  the  charter  of  King  Charles  2d  to  the  late  pro- 
prietors of  Carolina." 

The  above  extract  presents  at  one  view  the  pretensions  of  the 
sister  state;  but  against  such  an  usurpation  as  she  conceived  it, 
and  against  such  an  arbitrary  and  summary  mode  of  deciding 
between  the  rival  claims  of  the  two  states,  South-Carolina  has 
invariably  protested,  nor  has  she  ever  acquiesced  in  any  other 
lines  than  those  which  had  been  established  under  the  royal 
government  and  by  royal  authority  previously  to  the  American 
revolution.  The  following  hasty  sketch  will  give  a  general 
idea  of  those  lines  and  what  South-Carolina  has  always  believed 
she  was  justly  entitled  to  claim : 

In  the  year  1735&37,  commissioners  appointed  by  the  execu- 
tives and  councils  of  JSTorth  and  South-Carolina,  in  obedience 
to  instructions  issued  in  1732,  by  George  the  2d  in  council,  met 
and  run  the  division  line  between  the  two  provinces,  conform- 
ably to  certain  articles  of  agreement  entered  into  between  the 
respective  executives;  said  agreement  (as  expressly  stated 
therein)  "being  as  near  as  may  be,  agreeably  to  the  sense  of 
his  Majesty's  royal  instructions  for  setting  the  boundaries  be- 
tween the  two  provinces."  They  began  this  line  at  the  sea 
side  at  a  cedar  stake,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Little  river,  and 
taking  a  l^orth-west  course,  proceeded  until  they  reached  as 
they  supposed,  and  as  were  directed  to  do,  the  35^  of  I^orth 
latitude.  Tho'  the  I^orthern  point  or  extremity  of  this  line 
is  stated  to  have  been  by  later  and  more  accurate  observations, 
discovered  to  have  only  reached  34^  49  of  I^orth  latitude,  by 
which  mistake  and  the  commissioners,  who  afterwards  run  the 
West  line  from  thence  in  1764,  acting  probably  under  the  same 
erroneous  impression,  J^orth-Carolina  gained  a  territory  or 
tract  of  ground  sixty-one  miles  in  length  by  eleven  in  breadth. 
There   does   not   appear   to   have   been   any   other   or   further 
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boundary  designated  and  marked  out  between  tbe  two  provinces 
by  any  legal  authority,  until  tbe  year  1764,  wben  commissioners 
were  again  appointed  by  tbe  respective  executives  and  tbeir 
councils,  agreeably  to  instructions  of  King  George  tbe  3d,  of 
tbe  29tb  April,  1763,  wbo  baving  convened  at  tbe  time  and 
place  appointed,  extended  tbe  line  a  due  west  course,  61  miles 
from  tbe  point  wbere  tbe  former  line  running  a  ISTortbwest 
course  ended,  as  far  as  tbe  Salisbury  road  wbere  tbe  survey  of 
1764  ended,  form  togetber  wbat  is  termed  tbe  temporary  line, 
tbe  wbole  of  wbicb  lies  below  tbe  35^  of  nortb  latitude.  Tbis  is 
tbe  only  designated  and  establisbed  boundary  acknowledged  and 
insisted  upon  in  tbe  ISTortb-Carolina  declaration  of  rigbts,  under 
tbe  assumed  pretext  of  its  baving  been  confirmed  by  tbe  legis- 
latures of  tbe  two  provinces,  altbo'  no  record  exists  of  any  sucb 
confirmation  on  tbe  part  of  eitber,  and  tbe  strongest  evidence 
migbt  be  adduced  to  tbe  contrary. 

In  tbe  course  of  a  few  years  after  tbe  line  was  extended  to  tbe 
Salisbury  road,  and  as  tbe  population  of  tbe  adjacent  country 
increased,  violent  disputes  and  deadly  feuds  ensued  among  tbe 
inhabitants  in  regard  to  tbe  boundary  beyond  tbe  point  wbere 
tbe  survey  of  1764  ended,  wbicb  induced  tbe  King  on  tbe  lOtb 
June,  1771,  to  issue  out  "additional  instructions"  directing  tbe 
governors  of  tbe  two  provinces  to  appoint  commissioners  "to 
continue  (tbe  very  words  of  tbe  instructions  are  bere  quoted,) 
to  continue  tbe  boundary-line  from  tbe  Salisbury  road  wbere 
it  now  ends,  along  tbe  said  road  to  wbere  it  enters  tbe  Catawba 
lands  from  tbence  along  tbe  soutbem,  eastern  and  nortbern 
boundary  of  tbe  said  lands,  to  wbere  tbe  Catawba  river  enters 
tbe  said  lands,  on  tbe  nortb  from  tbence  to  follow  tbe  middle  of 
tbat  stream  northerly  to  tbe  confluence  of  tbe  nortbern  and 
southern  branches  thereof,  and  from  thence  due  west  until  it 
reaches  the  line  agreed  upon  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  as  a 
boundary  between  their  country  and  the  settlement  of  our  sub- 
jects." And  the  said  instructions  further  declare  the  lines  run 
by  the  preceding  surveys,  and  tbe  line  then  directed  to  be  run, 
shall  be  the  final  boundaries  between  the  provinces  of  N^ortb 
and  South-Carolina;  commissioners  being  accordingly  ap- 
pointed by  the  respective  governors,  they  met  in  1772,  and 
extended   the   line    as    directed   above,   until   they   struck    tbe 
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Cherokee  boundary  at  or  near  Montagu  Hill;  wliicli  line  thus 
extended  in  1772,  has  ever  since  been  regarded  and  acted  upon 
by  the  inhabitants  on  either  side  of  it,  as  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween the  two,  then  provinces,  now  states.  It  is  further  to  be 
observed,  that  as  the  Cherokee  country  was  by  the  instructions 
of  the  King  in  1732,  the  agreement  between  the  respective 
executives  of  1735,  in  conformity  thereto,  and  express  treaties 
between  the  Cherokee  nation  and  the  then  soverign  of  these 
states,  expressly  declared  to  be  retained  within  the  province 
of  South-Carolina,  the  boundary  between  the  Cherokee  nation 
and  J^orth-Carolina,  was  at  that  time  intended  by  the  sover- 
eign authority  to  be,  and  became  necessarily  and  of  right  also 
the  boundary  between  South  and  JSTorth-Carolina.  Our  neigh- 
bors, it  is  true,  do  not  acquiesce  in  the  lines  designated  or  estab- 
lished subsequent  to  that  of  1764,  ending  at  the  Salisbury 
road,  under  the  plea  that  the  legislature  of  their  province  never 
confirmed  them ;  but  as  they  were  -so  designated  and  established 
by  the  express  authority  of  the  sovereign  power,  which  was  at 
the  time  acknowledged  as  such  throughout  what  was  then  called 
British  America;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  the  confirmation 
or  concurrence  of  the  provincial  legislatures  was  required  or 
deemed  necessary  to  the  establishment  of  boundary  in  those 
days ;  they  could  not,  it  has  been  presumed,  maintain  the  ground 
they  take  on  this  point,  before  any  impartial  and  competent 
tribunal.  It  is  not  denied  however,  and  ought  rather  to  be 
candidly  acknowledged,  that  owing  to  the  neglect  of  this  state, 
in  not  having  regularly  and  constantly  asserted  her  right  to 
the  jurisdiction  over  the  Cherokee  country — to  the  usurpations 
and  encroachments  which  have  been  the  consequence  of  this 
neglect  of  self  denial  on  her  part — and  to  the  various  changes 
and  conflicting  pretentions  to  which  the  American  revolution 
and  subsequent  alteration  in  the  relative  situation  of  the 
different  portions  of  the  IT.  States,  consequent  upon  the  forma- 
tion of  new  states,  necessarily  give  rise;  owing  to  these  and 
other  similar  causes,  it  is  a  matter  not  altogether  free  from 
difficulty  to  decide  at  the  present  moment,  how  and  where  the 
state  of  South-Carolina  ought  in  strict  propriety  and  equity, 
to  contend  the  boundary  line  between  herself  and  neighbours, 
should  run  through  that  tract  of  country  which  extends  beyond 
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tte  point  at  or  near  Montagu  Hill,  where  tlie  survey  of  1772, 
intersected  the  Cherokee  boundary. 

Such  then  as  have  been  detailed  above,  appear  to  have  been 
the  situation  and  relative  pretentions  of  the  respective  states 
in  which  the  American  revolution  found,  and  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  1782-3  left  them.  Since  that  period  the  state  of  l^orth- 
Carolina  has  again  and  again  called  upon  this  state  to  meet  her 
and  ascertain  the  boundary  between  us.  To  these  requisition  on 
her  part,  the  almost  invariable  answer  on  ours,  was,  that  we 
were  perfectly  ready  and  willing  to  do  so  at  any  time,  by  a 
reference  of  our  differences  to  the  tribunal  pointed  out  by  the 
United  States  for  •  settling  disputed  boundaries  between  the 
several  states,  or  by  the  agency  of  commissioners  to  be  mutually 
appointed  on  both  sides  for  the  same  purpose,  which  commis- 
sioners should  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  state  with  full 
powers  to  settle  all  disputes  on  the  subject,  whenever  the 
articles  in  the  constitution  of  the  sister  state  which  undertook 
to  ascertain  and  fix  a  priori,  what  must  necessarily  be  the 
boundary  of  the  two  states,  was  repealed  on  her  part.  In  this 
state,  it  would  appear,  things  remained  until  the  year  1803, 
when  the  legislature  of  J^orth-Carolina  thought  proper  to  pass 
an  act  appointing  three  commissioners  with  full  powers, (except 
that  the  declaration  in  their  bill  of  rights  has  never  been 
repealed,)  to  settle  all  and  singular  the  differences  and  disputes 
on  the  subject  of  boundary.  The  above  proceeding  on  their  part 
having  been  in  due  course  communicated  to  the  legislature  of 
South-Carolina,  they  likewise  passed  an  act  in  1804,  authorizing 
the  governor  to  appoint  three  commissioners,  who,  (or  any  of 
them)  were  empowered  to  enter  into  a  compromise  with  those 
of  the  sister  state,  in  regard  to  the  respective  boundaries,  upon 
condition,  however,  that  such  compromise,  before  it  became 
final  and  irrevocable,  should  be  ratified  by  some  future  legis- 
lature, to  whom  when  concluded,  it  was  required  that  it  should 
be  submitted.  Under  those  two  acts  commissioners  were  duly 
appointed,  and  met  several  times  and  at  different  places  without 
being  able  to  come  to  an  understanding,  or  to  agree  to  anything 
like  a  compromise  of  the  existing  differences.  At  length,  having 
once  more  convened  together,  they  finally  agreed  to  and  signed, 
on  the  11th.  of  July  last,  at  this  place,  the  convention  for 
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settling  tlie  boundary  between  the  respective  states,  now  under 
consideration. 

On  referring  to  tbe  provisions  of  this  convention,  it  will  be 
found  that  tbe  commissioners  of  North-Carolina,  actuated,  as 
is  therein  stated,  by  a  sincere  and  laudable  desire  to  promote  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  all  points  in  dispute,  on  liberal, 
equitable  and  mutually  advantageous  terms,  have  agreed  to 
waive  all  the  claims  or  pretentions  of  their  state  to  any  terri- 
tory whatsoever,  situated  within  the  boundaries  run  out  under 
royal  authority  in  the  years  1735,  37,  64  &  72,  to  that  point  at 
Montagu  Hill  where  the  survey  ended,  and  moreover  to  relin- 
quish, (as  an  accommodation  to  this  state,  and  perhaps  by 
way  of  set  off  against  any  relinquishment  of  territory,  our  com- 
missioners might  be  supposed  to  have  made  elsewhere  in  their 
favor,)  to  relinquish  the  Salisbury  road,  heretofore  the  estab- 
lished boundary,  and  to  run  a  line  in  direct  course  from  the 
point  where  the  survey  of  1764  ended,  to  the  south  east  corner 
of  the  Catawba  lands ;  thereby  throwing  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  South-Carolina  a  certain  portion  of  territory,  a  number  of 
inhabitants  heretofore  understood  to  belong  to  the  J^orth- 
Carolina  side  of  the  boundary. 

Thus  far  then,  viz.  From  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  point  at 
or  near  Montagu  Hill,  (where  the  line  ended  in  72,)  supposed 
to  be  in  latitude  35^  8,  &  65  miles  in  a  due  west  course  from  the 
confluence  of  the  northern  and  southern  branches  of  the 
Catawba ;  the  lines,  except  as  to  the  additional  piece  of  territory 
thrown  into  this  state  by  straightening  the  line  between  the 
Salisbury  road  and  the  Catawba  lands,  conform  precisely  with 
those  always  contended  for  in  behalf  of  South-Carolina,  and 
must  of  necessity  therefore,  be  deemed  perfectly  satisfactory. 

With  respect  to  the  line  on  the  contrary,  which  is  to  be 
extended  from  the  point  where  the  line  of  72  ended  at  or  near 
Montagu  Hill,  it  cannot  be  concealed  or  denied,  but  that  it 
would  have  accorded  better  with  the  wishes  and  probably  the 
expectations  of  this  state,  had  it  continued  to  run  a  due  west 
course  until  it  struck  the  summit  or  top  of  the  ridge  of  moun- 
tains dividing  the  heads  of  the  eastern  and  western  waters,  to 
the  whole  territory  beyond  which  it  is  well  known  South- 
Carolina  has  long  since  ceded  to  the  U.  States  all  her  rights, 
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claims  and  title.  It  is  understood  tliat  our  commissioners  were 
well  aware  liow  peculiarly  desirable  and  acceptable  such  an 
extension  of  the  line  would  have  been  to  those  whom  they  more 
immediately  represented,  and  that  they  earnestly,  urgently  and 
warmly  insisted  on  and  contended  for  it  to  the  last  moment — 
it  could  not  be  done  without  risquing  all  chance  of  coming  to 
any  compromise  whatsoever.  The  commissioners  of  the  sister 
state  as  earnestly  and  decidedly  it  would  seem,  resisted  every 
such  proposition,  and  contended  that  as  they  had  thus  far 
acquiesced  in,  and  even  gone  beyond  our  claims  and  pretension, 
it  was  but  equitable  and  reasonable,  that  ours  should  on  their 
part  in  turn,  give  some  proof  of  their  disposition  to  yield  some- 
thing to  the  spirit  of  amity  and  mutual  accommodation,  by 
agreeing  to  strike  somewhere  the  35°  of  north  latitude,  which 
I^orth-Carolina  had  heretofore  contended,  ought  in  fact  to  form 
the  far  greater  portion  of  the  boundary  between  the  two  states. 
Sentiments  of  liberality,  conciliation  and  good  will,  and  the 
disposition  to  compromise  all  differences  with  as  much  ad- 
vantage to  both,  and  as  little  injury  as  possible  to  either  of  the 
contracting  parties,  ultimately  prevailed,  and  it  was  at  length 
agreed  as  is  specified  in  the  3d  article  of  the  convention,  that 
the  boundaries  of  the  two  states  should  be  completed  and  closed 
forever,  by  extending  a  line  from  the  termination  of  the  said 
survey  of  '72,  in  a  direct  course  to  that  point  in  the  ridge  of 
the  mountains  which  divide  the  eastern  from  the  western  waters, 
where  the  35°  of  north  latitude  shall  be  found  to  strike  it  nearest 
to  the  termination  of  the  said  line  of  1772. 

Actuated  by  motives  similar  to  those  above  described,  con- 
scious that  the  state  of  South-Carolina  desires  nothing  more 
ardently,  than  to  promote  the  most  friendly  understanding  be- 
tween herself  and  sister  state ;  duly  appreciating  the  advantages 
of  obtaining  by  any  reasonable  sacrifice  a  fixed  and  permanent 
boundary  between  neighbours,  so  vitally  interested  in  the 
mutual  welfare  of  each  other;  and  well  satisfied  that  the  good 
people  of  this  state  are  unambitious  of  extensive  territory,  and 
desirous  of  nothing  beyond  a  reasonable,  equitable  and 
mutually  beneficial  compromise  of  all  existing  differences  be- 
tween the  two  states,  the  joint  committee  do  not  hesitate  to 
recommend  to  their  respective  houses,  to  ratify  the  present  con- 
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vention;  they  deem  it  proper  to  add,  however,  that  as  the 
article  of  the  declaration  of  rights  of  the  constitution  of  North- 
Carolina,  which  undertook  to  define  the  boundary  between  the 
two  states,  has  never  been  repealed  by  the  proper  authority, 
they  would  not  have  recommended  the  ratification  of  the  present 
convention,  did  they  not  conceive,  that  the  proviso  contained  at 
the  end  of  it,  secures  to  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  a  revival 
of  every  claim,  right  or  pretention  she  now  possesses,  and  must 
continue  to  possess,  until  the  proposed  ratification,  in  the 
fullest  extent,  whatever,  (if  ever,)  the  state  of  !N'orth-Carolina 
should  raise  hereafter  any  difficulties  on  the  subject  of  boun- 
dary, in  consequence  of  the  article  contained  in  her  bill  of 
rights,  or  under  any  other  plea  whatever. 

There  is  another  consequence,  which  will  probably  result 
from  extending  the  line  as  proposed,  and  which  having  caused 
some  uneasiness  to,  and  doubts  in  the  committee,  they  deem  it 
their  duty,  to  suggest  and  submit  to  the  consideration  of  their 
respective  houses.  The  line  extended  agreeably  to  the  3d. 
article  of  the  convention,  may  probably  throw  within  the 
boundary  of  the  sister  state  some  of  those  lands  which  have  been 
regarded  by  our  citizens,  as  belonging  to  this  state,  but  have 
at  the  same  time  been  claimed  by  our  neighbors ;  hence  the 
same  lands  may  be  found  to  be  covered  by  the  grants  of  both 
states,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  considerable  anxiety  and  doubt, 
what  affect  such  a  result  might  have,  on  the  rights  and  titles 
of  such  of  our  citizens,  as  may  still  continue  within  the  boundary 
of  South-Carolina,  as  well  as  of  those  who  now  occupy  such 
lands  under  grants  of  this  state,  but  may  ultimately  find  them- 
selves on  the  running  of  the  line,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
state  of  I^orth-Carolina. 

The  commissioners,  to  whom  this  difficulty  was  suggested, 
gave  the  committee  to  understand,  that  there  was  an  express 
provision  in  the  act,  giving  powers  to  the  commissioners  of 
North-Carolina,  "that  the  extension  of  the  line,  shall  not  affect 
the  titles  of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  to  the  lands 
entered  in  either  of  the  states,'^  and  that  they,  tho'  pressed  to 
enter  into  some  stipulation  on  the  subject,  declined  doing  so, 
from  a  belief  that  the  act  under  which  they  were  appointed, 
gave  them  no  powers  or  authority  to  that  effect. 
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The  joint  committee  having  thus  presented  to  their  re- 
spective houses,  what  appeared  to  them  most  essential  and 
worthy  of  consideration,  beg  leave  further  to  recommend  to 
them,  to  adopt  the  following  resolutions; 

1st.  Resolved,  That  this  house  do  highly  approve  of  the 
conduct  of  the  commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
state,  to  settle  all  disputes  between  North-Carolina  and  this 
state,  in  regard  to  boundary,  and  that  a  certified  copy  of  this 
report  and  resolution,  be  forwarded  to  Joseph  Blyth  and 
Thomas  Sumter,  Esquires,  the  commissioners  aforesaid. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  this  house  do  approve  and  do  ratify  the 
convention  concluded  at  Columbia,  in  the  state  of  South- 
Carolina,  on  the  11th  of  July  last,  between  the  commissioners 
appointed  on  the  part  of  this  state,  and  the  state  of  IN'orth- 
Carolina,  to  settle  all  disputes,  in  regard  to  the  boundary 
between  the  respective  states. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  a  bill  be  forthwith  prepared,  and  pre- 
sented to  this  house,  for  the  purpose  of  ratifying  the  aforesaid 
convention,  and  that  the  said  bill  do  contain  a  proviso  or 
reservation,  providing  that  the  extension  of  the  lines  of  boun- 
dary between  the  respective  states  in  conformity  to  the  con- 
vention, therein  ratified,  shall  not  in  any  wise  affect  the  rights 
or  titles  of  any  person  or  persons  to  lands,  entered  or  located 
in  both,  or  either  of  the  said  states. 

Benj.  Huger,  Chairman  H.R. 
Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Memoranda 

[July  22,  1808] 
Pedigrees  of  two  Bay  Fillies. — The  one  which  Harry  rode 
from  South  Carolina,  with  a  large  star  in  her  forehead  and 
one  hind  foot  white  belongs  to  CoP.  Hampton.^     I  am  to  sell 
her  for  him  or  to  return  her. — 

July  22<i.  1808  Jn^  Steele 


^Wade  Hampton,  b.  in  South  Carolina,  1755;  took  an  active  part 
in  the  Revolution;  commanded  a  brigade  in  1812  on  the  northern 
frontier;  he  spent  the  larger  part  of  his  life  engaged  in  agricultural 
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August  24*^.  1808  sold  tlie  filly  belonging  to  Col^.  Hampton 
to  Maj^  Pearson^  at  the  price  of  £300  payable  Jan^^.  1st.  1810, 
and  enclosed  his  note  for  the  same  to  CoP.  Hampton  by  mail 
Aug*.  29*^^.  1808  J.  Steele 

My  Price  for  the  above  Filly  is  £300  but  for  the  cash,  these 
hard  times  £50  may  be  deducted — W.H. 

A.L.S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Rough  Draft  of  a  Report  to  the  Governor  of  No.  Carolina, 

Dated  Salisbury,  July  27th  1808 — 

John  Steele 

Salisbury  July  27*^.  1808 
Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  y''.  Excellency's  instructions  of  the  23^^.  of 
May  last  the  Commissioners  of  this  State  all  attended  at 
Columbia  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina  on  the  first  of  the 
present  month  where  we  met  on  the  same  day  D*".  Jos.  Blyth, 
and  after  waiting  until  the  5*^.  we  formed  a  board  by  the 
arrival  of  M"^.  Sumpter. — The  other  Commissioner  on  the  part 
of  South  Carolina  M''.  Alston  did  not  attend;  but  as  his  col- 
leagues conceived  themselves  authorized  it  was  concluded  to 
proceed  without  him. — 

The  pretensions  of  South  Carolina  were  nearly  the  same  as 
those  heretofore  maintained  by  the  same  gentlemen,  and  of 
which  are  fully  explained  in  our  report,  from  Lancester  C*. 
House,  and  Charlotte  in  ^ovem''.  1805  and  Jan'"''.  1806,  with 
the  difference  that  on  those  occasions  they  relied  chiefly  on  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown,  but  on  this  occasion  relying  on 
prerogative  as  before  they  brought  forward  in  addition  thereto 
certain  Indian  Treaties,  and  attempted  to  give  to  them  and 
to  a  paper  called  the  convention  of  1735  a  construction  which 
w^.  give  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina  not  only  the  territory, 


pursuits,  by  which  he  amassed  a  very  large  fortune,  having  been 
called  the  richest  planter  in  the  United  States.  He  died  at  Colum- 
bia, South  Carolina,  February  4,  1834. 

^Jesse  A.  Pearson,  son-in-law  of  John  Steele. 
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now  possessed  by  tliat  state;  but  to  a  vast  deal  more. — It  was 
easy  to  sbow  them  tbeir  claim  under  the  convention,  and  the 
prerogative  were  founded  on  opposite  principles,  and  that  they 
could  not  stand  together. — We  reminded  them  therefore,  as  we 
did  on  former  occasions  that  they  could  not  consistently  claim 
by  both,  and  as  to  the  Indian  treaties  we  could  not  after  the 
most  careful  examination  perceive  that  the  terms  of  any  one 
or  of  all  of  them  together  had  the  slightest  bearing  upon  the 
case;  but  admitting  for  the  sake  of  argument  that  the  terms 
of  those  treaties  could  be  construed  as  they  wished,  we  denied 
that  an  instance  could  be  adduced  in  the  whole  history  of 
American  colonization  where  a  dispute  concerning  jurisdiction 
had  been  decided  upon  authority  so  rude  and  so  liable  to  be 
affected  by  considerations,  and  attended  with  circumstances 
different  from  those  which  usually  influence  civilized  nations. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  detail  to  y*".  Excellency  all  the  argu- 
ments which  were  advanced  on  both  sides  during  discussions 
which  continued  near  a  week;  and  which  in  the  present  state 
of  things  w^.  serve  to  swell  our  report  to  an  unreasonable 
length  without  being  attended  with  any  public  advantage. — • 
Our  object  was  to  settle  the  controversy  if  possible,  on  terms 
which  w^.  comport  with  reason  and  Equity,  and  all  our  efforts 
were  consequently  directed  to  this  end. — How  far  we  have  suc- 
ceeded, will  be  for  your  Excellencies  and  the  Legislature  to 
judge  from  a  candid  consideration  of  the  circumstances  in 
which  we  were  placed  and  the  attentive  perusal  of  the  enclosed 
convention  which  as  its  terms  import  has  been  enterchangeably 
executed  and  delivered  by  all  the  Comm'*^.  who  were  present  on 
the  part  of  each  State. — A  brief  notice  of  the  different  articles 
of  this  instrument  will  serve  to  explain  the  object  which  the 
comm^^.  had  in  view  and  at  the  same  time  to  fix  what  we 
understand  to  be  its  construction. — 

The  preamble 

The  language  of  this  is  so  explicit  that  it  stands  in  need  of 
no  explanation. — 

Article  1^*.  This  article  retraces  the  line  from  the  cedar 
stake  at  the  Sea  side  JSTorth  West  and  West  to  the  road  leading 
from  Salisbury  to  Charleston  near  the  Cataba  lands,   as  de- 
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scribed  in  the  plans  of  survey  begun  in  1735,  and  ended  in 
1764  and  confirms  it  in  its  wbole  extent  as  heretofore  estab- 
lished.— The  surveys  here  referred  to  are  on  record  in  the 
Secf^.  of  State  office,  at  Raleigh  copies  of  which  were  fur- 
nished from  them  to  the  comm^^. — As  this  is  precisely  the  same 
line  without  any  alteration  which  at  present  and  for  many 
y^^.  past  has  served  as  a  boundary  to  separate  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  two  States  it  may  be  asked  why  introduce  an  article  into 
the  convention  to  confirm  it. — The  reason  is  that  South  Caro- 
lina has  never  been  satisfied  with  that  part  of  the  line  which 
runs  West  from  the  Lightwood  post  erected  1764,  to  the  Salis- 
bury road  a  distance  of  about  61  miles  along  part  of  Richmond, 
all  Anson,  and  part  of  Mecklenburg  counties. — That  State 
alleges  that  the  comm^^.  in  1764  committed  a  mistake  by 
changing  their  course  due  West  before  they  had  reached  the 
35°.  of  JSTorth  Latitude. — The  truth  of  this  allegation  was  never 
inquired  into  by  the  State  of  I^orth  Carolina  until  last  Autumn, 
when  D^.  Caldwell  of  the  University  was  employed  by  the  late 
Governor  Alexander  at  the  instance  of  one  of  the  comm^^.  to 
ascertain  the  true  latitude  of  that  line  and  also  of  the  West  line 
which  lying  at  the  mouth  of  the  South  F  of  Cataba,  which  he 
did  by  a  series  of  astronomical  observations  at  proper  places 
on  each  line  and  found  one  to  strike  the  Salisbury  road  in 
34^.  48.  15''56'^'.  the  other  to  set  from  the  mouth  of  south  fork*. 
It  w^.  consequently  seem  (supposing  these  observations  to  be 
correctly  made)  that  the  State  of  JSTorth  Carolina  had  acquired 
by  the  error  in  the  survey  of  1764  a  strip  of  territory  south  of 
the  35^.  of  Latitude,  equal  in  extent  if  not  of  greater  extent 
than  the  territory  of  which  we  were  afterwards  divested  by  the 
order  of  the  King  in  council  of  June  1771. — This  being  the  case 
it  was  afterwards  necessary  for  our  security  to  have  the  line  of 
1764  recited  and  confirmed  as  it  was  for  the  security  of  South 
Carolina  to  introduce  an  article  to  confirm  that  of  1772,  and 
we  consented  to  an  arrangement  which  confirmed  both  with  the 
greater  chearfulness,  as  without  disturbing  the  natural  state 
of  the  parties  neither  would  in  reality  be  allowed  in  any 
material  degree. — 

Art   2^.     This   article   confirms   and   establishes   the   line   of 
1772  run  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  King  in  council  of 
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June  1771,  except  a  small  variation  at  tlie  commencement  of  it, 
wMcli  was  dictated  by  a  sense  of  mutual  convenience,  and  a 
sincere  desire  tO'  prevent  tlie  recurence  of  disputes  and  collisions 
in  future. — This  alteration  consists  in  establisliing  a  line  in  a 
direct  course  from  tlie  termination  of  the  line  of  1764  at  the 
Salisbury  road  near  the  Cataba  lands  to  the  S**.  E^  corner  of 
the  said  Cataba  lands  on  twelve  mile  creek,  instead  of  the 
waggon  road  which  was  in  use  in  1771  when  the  order  of  the 
King  in  council  was  given.* — By  an  actual  survey  of  the  county 
of  Mechlenburg  made  some  y^^.  ago  by  John  M'^.ISTitt  Alexander 
which  was  before  it  appeared,  that  the  distance  from  one  point 
to  the  other  along  the  meanders  of  the  road  was  between  six  and 
seven  miles,  and  that  on  the  12  mile  creek  one  *of  Cataba  due 
west  in  35^  23^^  40^^'  of  the  boundaries  of  the  cataba  lands  the 
greatest  width  of  the  territory  to  be  relinquished  by  this 
arrangement  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina  is  One  mile  and 
three  q""^.  Erom  12  mile  creek  southerly  it  tapers  to  a  point  at 
about  half  the  distance  lengthwise,  from  whence  a  direct  line 
as  proved  by  this  article,  and  the  old  road  w*^.  be  nearly  the 
same  thing. 

Article  3*^.  This  article  takes  up  the  line  where  it  terminated 
in  the  y''.  1772,  near  to  CoP.  Earle's  and  a  little  East  of  the 
Hogbark  or  White  oak  mountain,  and  instead  of  proceeding 
from  thence  due  West  with  a  line  which  at  present  divides, 
though  run  without  authority  the  jurisdiction  of  the  two  States 
as  far  as  the  Blue  Kidge,  it  is  to  bear  off  South  westwardly  in 
a  direct  course  tO'  a  ''point  in  the  ridge  of  Mountains  which 
divides  the  Eastern  from  the  Western  waters,  where  the  35^. 
of  North  latitude  shall  he  found  to  strihe  it  nearest  to  the  termi- 
nation of  the  said  line  of  1112."  By  this  new  line  the  State  of 
]^J^orth  Carolina  will  acquire  inhabitants  and  territory.— We 
found  it  impossible  to  acquire  more  and  thought  it  better  for  the 
State  to  accept  of  this,  than  to  separate  as  we  had  done  on  two 
former  occasions  without  an  accommodation,  which  for  several 
days  seemed  unavoidable,  as  we  perceived  that  it  was  with  the 
utmost  limitation  and  reluctance  that  the  Commissioners  of  South 
Carolina  could  be  induced  to  consent  to  this  or  indeed  to  any 
arrangement  except  to  confirm  the  state  of  things  then  actually 
existing  between  the  parties. — This  we  were  determined  not  to 
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do,  tlie  convention  as  agreed  to  may  consequently  be  considered 
as  an  alternative  which,  consisted  in  accepting  of  it,  or  con- 
tinuing the  dispute. — It  has  been  shown  in  our  observation 
on  the  first  article  that  the  line  due  west  from  the  mouth  of 
the  South  Fork  of  the  Cataba  commenced  in  latitude  according 
to  M"".  Caldwells  observations  of  last  autumn  35°.  9'  23''  40'''.— 
By  the  observation  of  the  same  gentleman  made  at  CoP.  Earles 
near  the  termination  of  the  line,  on 

the  1«*.  July  1807  the  result  was  35°.  11'.  58".  39"^— 

on  the  2^ 35°.  17'.  18".  09'".— 

on  the  3d 35°.  16'.  17'^  51'".— 

The  average  of  these  several  observations  is  35°.  15'.  11". 
33'". — ^which  justifies  a  well  grounded  presumption  that  the 
line  was  not  accurately  run  due  West  as  the  plan  of  survey 
of  1772  purports. — Upon  this  suggestion  the  territory  acquired 
may  be  considered  as  somewhat  greater  in  extent  than  it  w^. 
have  been  had  no  error  happened;  Or  it  may  be  that  the  line 
of  1772  was  accurately  run,  and  that  the  difference  of  latitude 
at  its  commencement  and  termination  may  have  resulted  from 
the  different  seasons  of  the  y''.  in  which  the  observations  were 
made,  a  difference  however  which  is  rather  too  great  to  be 
accounted  for  satisfactorily  in  that  way. — After  the  Comm^^. 
of  South  Carolina  had  agreed  to  a  direct  course  as  expressed  in 
this  article  which  would  bring  the  line  to  the  35°.  of  latitude 
in  the  Ridge  of  Mountains  which  divides  the  Eastern  from 
the  Western  waters  a  satisfactory* 

How  many  families  of  Mecklenburg  county,  whether  any 
or  not  may  be  relinquished  to  South  Carolina  with  the  very 
small  portion  of  territory  we  do  not  pretend  to  know ;  but  what- 
ever the  number  may  be  their  convenience  will  be  promoted 
by  the  arrangement,  and  the  number  must  be  extremely  insig- 
nificant when  the  importance  of  settling  a  long  existing  terri- 
torial dispute  with  a  neighboring  State  is  considered. — 

*satisfactory  expression  of  the  substance  of  the  remaining 
part  of  the  article  was  attended  with  considerable  difficulty, 
occasioned  in  part  by  the  delay  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  ratify 
the  proceedings  of  her  comm^^.  of  June  1807,  and  in  part  by 
an  uncertainty  as  to  the  exact  spot  where  the  35°.  of  ]^orth 
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Latitude  miglit  be  found  to  intersect  tlie  Blue  ridge. — This 
uncertainty  was  felt  by  us  in  a  very  sensible  degree,  and  it 
manifestly  excited  distrust  and  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the 
Comm''^.  of  South  Carolina. — They  seemed  to  be  afraid  of 
making  an  arrangement  which  might  not  obtain  the  satisfaction 
of  their  Legislature,  and  we  were  equally  apprehensive  that 
if  the  35°.  of  latitude  sh^.  be  found  to  run  to  the  southward  of 
the  Blue  ridge  altogether  and  sh*^.  consequently  throw  some 
families  out  of  South  Carolina  and  oblige  them  to  cross  the  ridge 
to  attend  the  courts  and  transact  their  other  public  business  at 
Buncombe  C*.  house  a  clamor  might  be  excited  which  w'*. 
retard  the  settlement  of  the  dispute,  if  not  increase  and  em- 
bitter the  difficulties  which  already  exist  concerning  it. — 
We  were  sensible  also  that  a  narrow  strip  of  territory  even  if 
acquired  under  such  circumstances  w*^.  be  discontented  and 
troublesome  to  govern  and  ultimately  we  sh^.  find  it  for  our 
convenience  to  recede  that  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  to 
which  Government  all  the  settlements  South  of  the  35°.  and 
below  the  Blue  ridge  seem  natural  really  to  belong. — On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  Blue  ridge  sh^.  be  found  to  in  any  part  to 
bear  South  of  the  35°.  of  ]^".  latitude  below  the  head  of  that 
branch  of  Tugaloo  which  separates  the  States  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  the  strip  of  territory  thus  supposed  in  that 
case  to  lie  between  the  top  of  the  ridge  and  the  35°.  w^.  be  so 
insignificant  in  extent  and  in  value  that  it  w^.  not  to  the  State 
of  Georgia  be  worth  the  expense  of  Government  and  she  w*^. 
consequently  be  induced  from  consideration  of  good  neiborhood 
and  self  convenience  to  relinquish  it  to  us,  or  in  other  words 
to  ratify  the  convention  and  supplement  agreed  to  at  Buncombe 
C*.  house  and  Douthard  Gap  in  June  1807,  which  in  express 
terms  recognizes  such  a  relinquishment. — According  to  our  best 
information  while  at  Douthard  Gap  the  35°.  must  be  found 
between  that  place  and  the  head  of  Exitoe  or  it  will  not  be 
found  on  the  Blue  ridge  at  all  East  of  the  head  of  Tugaloo. 
Between  Douthard  gap  and  the  head  of  Exitoe  all  accounts 
agreed  in  stating  the  bend  of  the  ridge  to  be  further  South  than 
at  any  other  place  East  of  the  head  of  Tugaloo. — By  certificates 
in  the  Governors  office  which  accompanied  our  report  of  the 
2^.    July    1807    it    will    appear    that    by   the    observations    at 
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Douthard  Gap  June  28*^.  1807  D''.  Josiali  Meigs  made  the 
latitude  of  the  place  to  be  35°.  2'  57'\  56'^' 

D^  Caldwell  35°.  4'  54'^     4'^' 

D^  James  Hall       35°.  3'  55'^  W 

all  concurring  that  that  place  though  we  were  then  encamped 
on  a  branch  of  Saluda,  was  some  miles  ITorth  of  the  35°.  which 
is  the  ground  of  our  belief  that  from  thence  to  the  Western 
extremity  of  South  Carolina  the  assumption  of  the  top  of  the 
Blue  ridge  instead  of  the  35°.  latitude  may  be  for  the  advantage, 
and  cannot  operate  injuriously  to  the  interests  of  this  State. — 
We  considered  that  a  natural  boundary  is  at  all  times  to  be 
preferred  to  an  artificial  one,  and  any  loss  which  we  could 
possibly  sustain  by  this  substitution  w*^.  be  greatly  over- 
balanced by  the  considerations  in  favor  of  it. — But  sh*^.  a 
narrow  strip  of  territory  be  found  to  lie  between  the  35°.  and 
the  top  of  the  Blue  ridge  as  the  concluding  part  of  this  article 
supposes  possible  and  should  the  State  of  Georgia  ultimately 
refuse  to  ratify  the  convention  and  suppliment  of  June  1807  we 
shall  in  that  case  have  to  ascertain  the  35°.  on  the  summit  of 
the  B.R.  and  adopt  that  point  as  the  Western  extremity  of 
South  Carolina^'  in  the  sense  of  this  article  from  whence  the 
line  may  be  continued  due  West  with  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
where  the  territory  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  shall  be  found  to 
commence. — This  article  is  so  penned  as  to  admit  of  either  con- 
struction as  circumstances  may  require. — 

*The  State  of  Georgia  can  have  no  pretentions  to  any  terri- 
tory ISTorth  of  the  35°.  because  the  Commissioners  of  the 
United  States  who  ceded  the  territory  acquired  from  South 
Carolina  to  Georgia  in  a  report  to  Congress  made  by  them  to 
the  next  session  afterwards  expressly  state  that  the  territory  is 
bounded  on  the  I^orth  by  the  35°.  and  the  State  of  Georgia  in 
their  act  to  establish  Walton  County  limited  it  in  the  same 
manner. — Afterwards  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
petitioned  Congress  to  interpose  with  the  authority  of  the 
GenK  Gov*,  to  have  the  35°.  ascertained  as  the  boundary  be- 
tween that  State  of  the  State  of  I^orth  Carolina,  and  a  report 
on  that  petition  made  by  a  committee  of  Congress  of  which  a 
member  from  the  State  of  Georgia  was  chairman  concluded 
with  these  words,  the  committee  ''have  therefore  confined  their 
Vol.  2—23 
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attention  to  that  part  of  the  memorial  which  calls  upon  Con- 
gress to  define  and  marh  out  the  35°.  of  latitude  the  line  which 
North  Carolina  admits  to  hound  her  State  upon  the  South,  and 
North  of  which  Georgia  can  have  no  claim  of  territory/' 
Again  by  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia  the  25*^.  l^ovember  1806  concurred  in  by  both  houses 
and  approved  by  the  Governor  on  the  10*^.  Decem*".  1806  a 
certified  copy  of  which  is  in  the  Governors  office  of  this  State, 
at  Raleigh,  the  claims  of  that  State  are  expressly  limited  to 
the  35°.  and  their  Comm''^.  were  intrusted  thereby  to  proceed 
to  *This  State  will  always  be  satisfied  with  the  35°.  of  latitude 
and  w*^.  not  wish  to  change  it  except  for  the  obvious  advantage 
of  a  natural  boundary  and  the 

run  and  mark  the  line  conformably  thereto  whether  the  Comm''^ 
of  J^orth  Carolina  should  attend  and  cooperate  or  not. — *Thus 
it  w^.  seem  that  our  territorial  disputes  are  in  the  way  to  be 
terminated,  and  we  hope  satisfactorily  to  the  neighboring 
State,  as  well  as  to  ourselves. — 

Art.  4*^.  The  only  part  of  this  article  which  requires  ex- 
plantation  is  the  proviso,  concerning  which  the  Comm^^.  of 
South  Carolina  were  extremely  tenacious. — They  said  that  it 
was  the  only  security  which  they  could  devise  against  the  25*^. 
article  of  our  Bill  of  rights,  which  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  Legislature  to  bind  the  people  of  the  State,  and  that  while 
the  ratification  of  the  legislature  w*^.  be  completely  obligatory 
and  conclusive  a  ratification  by  our  legislature  w*^.  be  in  a 
constitutional  point  of  view  be  a  mere  nullity. — As  they  ap- 
peared to  be  serious  in  this  opinion  as  as  it  w*^.  save  our  Legisla- 
ture the  expense  and  trouble  of  referring  the  question  to  the  body 
of  the  people  for  their  acquiescence,  and  (which  appeared  to  us 
important)  as  it  w^.  simplify  the  form  of  ratification  and 
prevent  a 

*The  first  article  of  the  convention  with  Georgia  of  the  18***. 
June  1807,  was  in  exact  conformity  to  this  instruction  which 
the  Commissioners  of  that  State  had  with  them  as  their 
authority  to  declare  that  the  territories  of  the  two  States  as 
far  as  they  adjoin  each  other  are  and  of  right  separated  and 
bounded  by  the  35°.  of  Korth  latitude  &^ 
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very  great  delay,  we  concluded  that  the  arrangement  w^.  be 
mutually  convenient  and  therefore  gave  the  proviso  our  assent. 
It  will  be  perceived  that  there  is  no  article  which  expressly 
stipulates  that  the  States  shall  ratify  the  proceedings  of  their 
commissioners. — This  was  not  the  effect  of  oversight. — It 
occurred  to  us  in  due  time,  and  we  attended  to  it;  but  found 
difficulties  arising  from  the  Law  under  which  the  Comm''^.  of 
South  Carolina  acted,  which  induced  us  to  acquiesce  in  the 
omission. — A  stipulation  to  this  effect  is  customary,  but  by  no 
means  essential,  because  the  obligation  to  ratify  if  not  expressed 
is  always  implied,  and  a  refusal  except  for  special  cause 
assigned  to  the  other  party,  would  be  as  much  a  departure 
from  good  faith,  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other. — Though  the 
law  of  South  Carolina  is  materially  different  in  the  respect 
from  the  law  under  which  we  acted,  a  difference  particularly 
noticed  in  our  report  to  the  Governor  from  Lancester  C*^.  house 
in  T^ovem"".  1805,  yet  we  consider  the  Legislature  of  South 
Carolina  under  the  same  moral  obligation  to  ratify  the  con- 
vention that  our  Legislature  is. — This  was  expressly  stated  to 
the  Comm'"^.  of  South  Carolina,  and  they  so  far  assented  to  the 
truth  of  the  observation  as  to  say  that  they  hoped  and  believed 
their  Legislature  would  consider  it  in  that  light. — The  con- 
clusion of  the  preamble  states  that  the  contro  is  settled  "on 
the  terms  and  conditions"  contained  in  the  articles. — If  the 
whole  of  these  articles  be  not  assented  to  and  ratified  by  the 
Legislatures  of  the  two  States,  the  parties  resume  of  course  all 
their  rights  and  stand  with  respect  to  the  controversy  in  the 
same  relative  situation  as  before. — The  proviso  to  the  last 
article  contemplates  the  ratification  by  the  Legislatures  of 
both  States  as  essential  to  the  validity  of  the  instrument  and 
consequently  it  w*^.  seem  to  have  been  a  superfluous  repetition 
to  have  provided  in  terms  that  they  sh^.  do  what  by  the  common 
sense  of  mankind  and  the  usage  of  civilized  society  is  obviously 
essential. — ^We  have  introduced  our  ideas  upon  this  part  of  the 
subject  merely  to  serve  as  a  caution  to  the  Legislature  in  their 
wisdom  and  discretion  they  sh*^.  think  fit  to  ratify  what  we  have 
done  they  may  guard  against  delay  and  the  possibility  of 
refusal  on  the  part  of  South  Carolina,  by  providing  that  the 
convention  shall  in  the  act  of  ratification  become  obligatory  and 
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of  binding  force  on  the  part  of  this  State  as  soon  as  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  shall  have  caused  the  respective  rati- 
fications to  be  exchanged  in  due  form  and  the  same  publicity 
announced  by  proclamation,  and  not  before  — 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir 

with  great  respect  &*^ 
His  Excellency 

Benjamin  Williams  Esq"". 
Governor  of  I^orth  Carolina 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


On  Boundary  Commission 

An  extract  from  the  Journals  of  the  Senate  [of  South  Carolina] 

in  December  1809 
Dec^  14. 

Pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Governor's  several  Messages  relative  to  the  boun- 
dary line  between  this  State  and  the  State  of  N^orth  Carolina 
and  agreed  thereto  viz 

"That  they  have  taken  into  consideration  the  several  Docu- 
ments submitted  to  their  attention.  That  they  have  conferred 
with  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  this  State,  and  the 
Astronomer  appointed  to  ascertain  the  limits  of  this  State  ac- 
cording to  the  Convention  of  Columbia,  and  with  various  other 
persons  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  IsTorth- Western  borders 
of  our  territory — That  in  reviewing  the  progress  and  termina- 
tion of  the  Convention  between  this  State  and  I^orth  Carolina 
respecting  boundary,  your  committee  cannot  avoid  expressing 
their  entire  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  your  Commissioners, 
and  their  great  satisfaction  at  the  liberal  and  friendly  policy 
which  has  been  manifested  by  the  State  of  J^orth  Carolina,  and 
uniformly  expressed  by  her  Commissioners  in  the  course  of  this 
negociation. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  declare  their  approbation  of  the 
Convention  entered  into  at  Columbia,  on  the  11*^.  July  1808, 
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and  have  recommended  to  the  Legislature  the  immediate  rati- 
fication of  the  same,  if  it  had  not  been  represented  to  them  by 
-the  testimony  on  many  persons  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
local  situation  of  the  Country,  that  a  small  deviation  from  the 
line  established  by  the  third  article  of  the  said  Treaty,  would 
give  through  a  great  part  of  its  course  a  natural  boundary 
between  the  two  States,  a  circumstance  always  desirable  be- 
tween adjoining  territories,  and  would  give  relief  to  a  small 
number  of  our  Citizens,  who  consider  themselves  aggrieved,  and 
injured  by  the  line  established  in  that  Treaty. — 

That  from  the  information  presented  to  your  Committee,  it 
appears  that  a  line  commencing  on  the  ridge  dividing  the 
Eastern  from  the  Western  Waters  at  the  35°  of  JSTorth  Latitude 
as  determined  by  your  Astronomer,  and  running  direct  to  the 
Block  House,  where  the  line  of  1772  terminated,  will  run  nearly 
parallel  to  the  Saluda  Mountains  for  some  distance  intersecting 
the  Head  Waters  of  the  Saluda  Eiver  about  3  or  4  Miles  from 
their  sources. 

That  the  few  Inhabitants  who  live  on  the  Head  Waters  of  the 
Saluda,  !N'orth  of  the  above  line,  are  separated  from  the  Adja- 
cent Districts  of  JSTorth  Carolina,  by  the  Saluda  Mountains  at 
present  passable  only  at  one  Gap,  and  are  still  further  separ- 
ated from  the  Court  House  of  Buncombe  County,  to  which  they 
will  be  attached  if  annexed  to  l^orth  Carolina,  by  the  Blue 
Ridge. — 

It  is  therefore  represented  to  your  Committee  and  apparently 
with  great  truth  and  justice,  that  while  the  acquisition  of  this 
small  District  can  be  of  very  little  importance  to  J^orth  Caro- 
lina the  inhabitants  will  suffer  from  an  alteration  of  juris- 
diction, much  inconvenience  and  hardship  arising  altogether 
from  local  circumstances :  It  is  the  recommendation,  therefore, 
of  your  Committee  that  your  Commissioners  be  instructed  to 
renew  their  Conference  with  those  of  jSTorth  Carolina,  and  to 
endeavor  by  friendly  negociation  to  obtain  an  alteration  of  the 
line  established  by  the  third  Article  of  the  Convention  of 
Columbia;  but  that  at  the  same  time  they  should  be  authorized 
explicitly  to  declare,  that  this  delay  in  the  ratification  of  the 
said  Convention,  has  not  arisen  from  any  unwillingness  on  the 
part  of  this  Legislature  to  adopt  the  same,  even  in  its  present 
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form  nor  from  any  wisli  to  acquire  an  addition  of  Territory; 
for  the  quantity  of  land  and  tlie  number  of  inhabitants  that 
will  be  affected  by  this  proposed  variation  of  the  boundary, 
is  too  inconsiderable  to  merit  a  separate  negociation,  but  merely 
to  satisfy  and  relieve  a  few  families  scattered  among  the  Tallies 
of  the  Saluda  Mountains,  who,  from  their  local  situation  will 
suffer  great  inconvenience  and  hardship  by  a  junction  with 
North  Carolina — Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  to 
their  respective  Houses,  the  adoption  of  the  following  Reso- 
lutions : 

1^*.  Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  this 
State,  be  instructed  to  endeavor  by  friendly  negociation  with 
those  of  North  Carolina  to  obtain  an  alteration  of  the  line 
agreed  on,  in  the  third  Article  of  the  Convention  of  Columbia, 
and  that  instead  of  the  line  now  fixed  in  that  Article  as  the 
boundary  between  the  two  States  to  the  Westward  of  the  line 
run  in  1772,  a  line  should  be  established  to  commence  at  the 
Block  house  near  Montague  Hill,  where  the  line  of  1772  ends 
&^.  proceed  to  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  point  of  the 
Saluda  Mountains,  thence  along  the  ridge  of  the  said  Moun- 
tains, until  the  said  line  strikes  the  summit  of  the  ridge  which 
divides  the  Eastern  from  the  Western  Waters;  thence  along 
the  said  Ridge  to  that  point  where  the  35°.  of  North  Latitude 
shall  be  found  to  strike  it  nearest  to  the  termination  of  the  said 
line  of  1772.  But  should  the  Commissioners  be,  from  whatever 
cause,  prevented  from  establishing  the  above  desirable  line,  it 
is  in  such  case  recommended,  that  they  endeavor  to  obtain  as 
a  line  in  lieu  of  that  proposed  in  the  third  Article  of  the  Con- 
vention, some  other  natural  boundary,  corresponding  as  nearly 
with  the  above  described  line,  as  may  be  found  to  comport  with 
the  mutual  convenience  and  Interest  of  the  two  States. 

2^.  Resolved  that  if  this  alteration  of  the  boundary  should 
be  obtained,  that  your  Commissioners  be  instructed  immediately 
to  notify  to  the  Commissioners  of  North  Carolina,  that  they 
are  ready,  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient  to  both  parties,  to  meet 
them  at  the  Block  House  near  Montague  hill  with  an  Astrono- 
mer and  Surveyors,  prepared  to  ascertain,  define  and  mark  out 
the  line  proposed  to  be  established  as  the  permanent  boundary 
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in  tliat  quarter,  between  tlie  two  States,  and  that  this  State  will 
ratify  the  boundary  so  defined  and  marked  out. 

3<^.  Kesolved,  That  the  Astronomers  and  Surveyors  employed 
on  the  part  of  this  State  be  directed  to  return  an  accurate  plat 
of  the  line  thus  marked  and  established,  which  shall  be 
deposited  among  the  records,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

4*^.  Eesolved,  That  the  sum  of  3000  dollars  be  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  to  be  provided  for  in  the 
Tax  Bill. 

5*^.    Eesolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  pursue  the 
necessary  measures   for   carrying   the   above   Resolution   into 
effect- 
In  the  Senate  Dec^  14*^  1809. 

Resolved  that  this  House  do  agree  to  the  above  report. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  sent  to  House  of  Representatives  for 
their  concurrence. 

By  order  of  the  Senate 

B.  H.  Saxon  C.S. 

Dec^  15*^. 

The  House  of  Representatives  returned  to  this  House  by 
Mis""^.  B  Huger  and  Bennett  the  Report  &  Resolutions  on  the 
Governors  Messages  ^N"^.  1.  10.  15.  respecting  boundary  in  which 
they  have  concurred,  together  with  the  following  Message  Yi 

In  the  House  of  Rep^  Dec"*.  15.  1809 

M"".  President  &  Gentlemen 

This  House  propose  to  have  printed  500  Copies  of  the  Report 
of  the  joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  on  the  Governors 
Messages  IST*^.  10  &  15.  respecting  Boundary  sent  from  Senate, 
yesterday  and  now  returned,  concurred  in  by  this  House 

By  Order  of  the  House 

Joseph  Alston  S.H.R. 
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Office  of  Clerk  of  the  Senate  l^ov'*.  4<^^.  1812 

I  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct 
Extract  from  the  Journals  of  the  Senate  in  1809. 
Columbia  S.  Carolina  (attest) 


John  Murphy  C.S. 


Honorable 

General  Steele 

(Comm^.  on  Boundary) 
Salisbury 
IsT^.  Carolina. 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Copy  of  Warrant^ 

[25  May,  1810] 
State  of  N^orth  Carolina 
Rowan  county  &c. 

To  the  Sheriff  or  any  other  lawful  Officer  of  said  county  to 
execute  and,  return. 

Whereas  it  hath  been   represented  to  me  by  the   oaths   of 

Abram  Arnhart  and  Arnhart  his  wife,  that  a  certain 

Robert  Wood,  and  W™.  Moore  (son  of  Audlin)  came  to  their 
house  in  the  town  of  Salisbury,  in  the  night  of  the  26*^.of  May 
instant  1810  and  entered  the  same  in  riotous  and  illegal  manner, 
and  while  the  said  R.  Wood  and  W.  Moore  were  in  their  house 
at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  afores.  among  other  wrongs  and 

injuries  sustained  by  the  said  Ab.  and  Arnhart  they 

expressly  state  upon  their  oaths  that  a  web  of  cloth,  the 
property  of  John  Hampton  was  cut  across  and  much  damaged 
which  malicious  mischief  they  suspect  and  have  good  reason 
to  believe  was  committed  and  done  by  the  said  Rob.  Wood  and 
Wm.  Moore  to  the  great  injury  to  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the 
State. 

These  are  therefore  to  command  you  in  the  name  of  the 
State  to  take  the  bodies  of  the  R.  W.  and  W.  Moore  if  to  be 


^Unsigned,  in  Steele's  handwriting.     Steele  was  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  his  county. 
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found  in  your  county,  and  tliem  safely  keep  until  you  bring 
them,  or  whiclisoever  of  them  may  be  found  within  your  county, 
before  me  or  some  other  Justice  of  the  peace  for  County  and 
State  aforesaid  to  be  further  dealt  with  according  to  law. — 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  &^ 

N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Deposition  in  Turf  Suit 

[February  12,  1811] 
State  of  ^N'orth  Carolina     ( 
Rowan  County  ) 

This  day  came  Jno.  Fulton  before  me  Jno.  Steele  Esqr,  one 
of  the  Acting  Justices  of  the  Peace,  for  the  County  Aforesaid. 
And  maketh  Oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God, 
That  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  of  October  Eighteen 
hundred  and  nine  1809,  being  the  day  that  Genl.  Samuel 
Benton's^  Horse  Rubicon,  and  a  Horse  nam'd  Commerce, 
Started  by  Jno.  Thompson^  were  to  run  on  the  Salisbury  turf. 
Genl.  Benton  observ'd  if  Commerce  run  as  a  four  Years  Old, 
that  he  would  contest  the  race.  I  therefore  enquir'd  of  Henry 
Chambers,  I^inean  Steele,  and  others,  that  were  considered 
good  Judges  of  a  Horses  Age,  If  they  believed  the  Horse  Com- 
merce was  then  a  four  or  five  Years  Old,  they  all  agree'd  that 
it  was  difficult  to  tell,  that  they  believ'd  he  was  (or  might  be) 
a  fall  Colt,  and  would  not  be  five  for  some  time.  I  press'd  these 
Gentlemen  to  give  their  opinion  upon  Oath,  which  they  declin'd 
doing.  I  afterwards  apply'd  to  Jno.  Howard  for  his  Opinion 
of  the  Horses  Age.  which  he  gave  upon  oath,  that  he  did  not 
believe  him  to  be  five  at  that  time,  Genl.  Benton  continued 
dissatisfy'd  and  Observ'd  if  Samuel  Hill  would  Swear  to  the 
Horses  Age,  he  would  be  satisfy'd,  which  Samuel  Hill  declin'd 
doing,  by  Saying  that  he  would  not  Swear,  to  the  Horses  Age  or 
any  horses  Age,  or  words  to  that  effect. 


^Samuel  Benton,  a  native  of  Orange  County,  and  a  Representative 
in  the  Commons  1796,  1797,  1799,  and  1800. 

^John  Thompson,  of  Orange,  and  continuously  in  the  Commons 
from  1804  to  1811,  one  year  excepted. 
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Francis  Marshall,  and  myself,  being  desirous  to  give  every 
Satisfaction  in  our  power,  and  not  being  able  to  ascertain  to 
any  certainty  tbe  Age  of  tbe  liorse  We  therefore  agreed  to 
leave  tbe  Horses  Age  to  tbe  Jockey  Club  or  tbe  Judges  of  tlie 
Race.  Those  Gentlemen  met,  consider'd  the  case,  and  per- 
mitted Commerce  to  run  as  a  four  Years  Old,  which  race  he 
won,  carrying  weights  agreeable  to  that  Age. 

The  following  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  record  of  the  running  F.  ht  2. 

1809  Genl.  Samuel  Benton's  Bay  Gelding  Rubicon 

October  5th      7  years  old  by  Alderman 2  2. 

Jno.  Thompson's  Bay  Horse   Commerce  4 

yrs  old  by  Commerce 1  1 

close  handsome  running 
1  heat  5.50 
2 5.50 

The  following  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Eleventh  Article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  racing  on  Salisbury  turf,  October  5th  1809. 

"No  Certificate  of  a  l^ags  age  shall  be  received  by  the  Re- 
corder (if  the  same  be  disputed)  unless  given  on  Oath  by  the 
Breeder  or  some  other  person  of  known  credibility,  and  every 
IsTag  whose  Age  is  not  established,  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the 
Recorder,  and  Treasurer,  previous  to  the  time  of  Starting  shall 
carry  aged  weight. 

If  the  Recorder  and  Treasurer  be  of  different  opinions,  or 
if  they  entertain  doubts,  the  determination  shall  be  referd.  to 
the  Judges  of  the  Race. 

The  above  Deposition  to  be  read  in  Evidence  in  a  Suit  now 
pending  in  Orange  Superior  Court  of  Law  wherein  the  Execu- 
tors of  Samuel  Benton  are  Plaintiff  and  Francis  Marshall 
defendant. 

John  Steele  Fulton. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  at 

the  house  of  H.  B.  Pruitt  in  the  Town 

of  Salisbury  on  the  12th  day  of  October 

in  the  yr.  1811,  before 

John  Steele  J.P, 

D.S.  John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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Weights  on  the  Salisbury  Turf  are  as  follow  Viz 

Nags  under  three  years  old  to  carry  a  Feather 

of  Three  and  under  four 80  lb. 

of  Four  and  under  five 92  lb. 

of  Five  and  under  Six  108  lb. 

of  Six  and  under  Seven 120  lb 

of  Seven  and  upwards  130  lb. 

October  12th  1811.  John  Fulton  made  oath  before  me  one  of 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  Rowan  County  that  the  foregoing 
weights  are  the  only  ones  which  were  at  that  time  Used  (?)  by 
the  rule  of  the  Salisbury  Jocky  club. 

Question  by  Ed.  Jones  pltff  atty. 

Have  you  understood  by  conversation  passing  in  the  presence 
of  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Yourself — and  the  said  John  Thompson 
that  he  Mr.  Thompson  admitted  that  Saml.  Hill  was  Interested 
in  this  race. 

Answer  by  John  Fulton 

Yes,  I  heard  him  Mr.  Thompson  say  that  Mr.  Hill  was  to 
have  a  part  of  the  winnings,  in  the  event  of  the  horses  winning 
the  race  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Jno.  Fulton 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed 

at  the  house  of  Howard  B.  Pruit  in  the  Town  of 

Salisbury  on  the  12th  day  of  Octob  1811. 

J.  A.  Pearson,  J.P. 

Endorsed : 

Jno.  Fultons  Deposition  to  be 

read  in  Evidence  in  Orange  Superior  Court 

of  Law  Genl.  Saml.  Benton 

Executor  Vs.  Francis  Marshall. 

John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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Memorandum 

[Aug.  29,  1811] 
John  London  Esq'* 
Presid*.  B.  C.  Fear 
Aug*.  29*^.  1811— 
.  Accepts  my  resignation ; 
copy  of  answ^.  within 
Postage  due  17  cents. 


John  Steele,  Executor  of  the  estate  of  Elizabeth  Steele, 

deceased.  [Oct.  10,  1812] 

FiivrAL  settleme:ntt  of  estate 

Dr.  John  Steele  one  of  the  Executors  in  account  current  with 
the  Estate  of  Elizabeth  Steele  deceased  Cr. 

To  amount  of  debits  pr.  account  current  I^o.  1, 
returned  by  Maxwell  Chambers  and  Jacob  Fisher 
Esqrs.  the  Committee  who  settled  the  estate  to 
August  Sessions  1797  of  Eowan  Court  £440.  6.  0 

To  error  in  the  above  a/c  sale  'No:  1,  stated  at 
£75.12.10  instead  of  £77.2.0  difference  29/2  1.  9.  2 

To  the  following  debts  collected,  which  are  com- 
prized in  a  supplementary  account  No.  3 — re- 
turned also  to  Augt.  court  1797,  vizt 

From  Matthew  Troy's  Estate  £37. 

From  Jno.  l^esbit  for  William 

Pott's  note  2.  7.  6 

From  Colo.  Joseph  Habersham     15.  54.  7.  6 

To  amount  of  articles  purchased  by  Dr.  Samuel 
McCorkle  Executor  and  one  of  the  Legatees,  as 
pr.  separate  account  for  the  amount  of  which  he  is 
to  be  accountable  in  the  settlement  of  his  distribu- 
tive share  159.18 


The  Steele  Papeks  829 


To  balance  due  John  Steele  from  tlie  Estate, 
and  from  tlie  other  Executor  and  Legatees,  being 
so  much  paid  and  accounted  for  by  bim  over  and 
above  what  came  into  bis  bands  as  Executor  34.10.9^2 


£690.11.51/2 


By  amount  of  articles  purchased  by  Richard 
Holland  with  which  John  Steele  is  charged  in 
account  sales  ]^o.  1,  lost  by  insolvency — See 
Judgment  against  Holland  and  others  £  4.  3.  5 

By  error  in  the  addition  of  the  list  of  debts 
collected  and  charged  against  John  Steele  in  ac- 
count No.  1.  abstract  l^o.  2,  and  returned  to 
August  Court  1797,  through  mistake  at  £116.6.8 
instead  of  £96.6.8  for  explanation  of  which  see  the 
account  current  and  abstract — ^Difference  20. 

By  error  in  account  of  articles  purchased  by 
John  Steele,  the  same  having  been  charged  and  re- 
turned to  court  as  above  at  £171.12  instead  of 
£171.02— Difference  10/  .10. 

By  amount  of  vouchers  passed  to  the  credit  of 
John  Steele  in  account  current  ISTo.  1.  above  re- 
ferred to  123.13.  1 

By  error  in  the  addition  of  those  vouchers,  they 
having  been  in  the  settlement  of  1797  which  was 
returned  to  court  short  added  40/  2. 

By  an  additional  voucher  ^o.  33,  to  the  said 
account  current  l^o.  1  being  so  much  cash  paid  to 
Dr.  Samuel  McCorkle,  for  the  use  of  his  children 
who  are  Legatees  93.19 
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By  amount  of  articles  purcliased  by  Dr.  Mc- 
Corkle  of  the  Estate,  pr.  separate  account  re- 
turned to  court  159.18. 

By  cash  paid  Dr.  McCorkle  for  the  use  of  his 
children  who  are  Legatees,  pr  his  receipt  at  foot 
of  supplementary  accot.  'No.  3,  filed  with  the  other 
papers  at  August  court  1797       .  36.  5 

By  Ditto  paid  Dr.  McCorkle  for  the  use  of  his 
children  who  are  Legatees  pr.  his  receipt  dated 
Augt.  25th  1801  £  60. 

By  cash  pd.  clerks  fees  in  Rowan  Court  at 
Sundry  times  .16. 

By  commission  allowed  for  trouble  and  ex- 
penses on  £631.7.3  the  amount  of  the  debit  side  of 
this  account  after  deducting  the  amot.  of  R.  Hol- 
lands debt  lost  by  insolvency,  and  £20.10  the 
amount  of  the  two  first  errors  above  mentioned 
(at  5  pr.  cent)  31.11.  4l^ 

By  John  Steele's  own  distributive  share  of  One 
third  on  the  sum  of  £473.6.9%  which  is  the  nett 
sum  to  be  divided  on  this  account,  after  deducting 
the  amount  of  errors,  bad  debts,  commissions,  and 
other  disbursements  made  by  him  on  behalf  of  the 
Estate  157.15.  71/4 


£690.11.  51/2 


STATE  OF  :NrORTH  CAROLINxi  &C. 

We  the  subscribers  acting  under  a  Standing  rule  of  the 
Court  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  as  a  Committee  for  the 
Settlement  of  the  estate  of  deceased  persons  have  examined 
the  accounts  of  John  Steele  one  of  the  Executors  of  Elizabeth 
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Steele  deed,  and  thereon  report  tliat  lie  is  chargeable  with 
sundry  debits  included  in  a  former  settlement  pr.  acco.  current 
Wo.  1.  amounting  to  £440.6.0  errors  and  omissions  in  said  accot. 
29/2  amot.  sundry  debts  collected  and  included  in  the  former 
settlement  pr.  supplementary  accot.  l^o.  3. — £54.7.6 — amount  of 
articles  purchased  by  Dr.  Saml.  McCorkle  Executor  &  Legatee 
pr.  separate  accot  £159.18 — Amounting  in  the  whole  to  the 
Sum  of  £656.0.8  as  above  stated. — We  also  find  that  the  said 
Executor  is  entitled  to  the  following  Credits  Vizt.  Amount  lost 
by  the  insolvency  of  Richard  Holland  and  his  Securities  pr. 
Judgment  not  satisfied  £4.3.5 — Amount  of  two  errors  in  the 
former  settlement  explained  above  £20.10 — Amount  of  vouchers 
passed  to  his  credit  in  former  settlement  £123.13.1 — ^Amount 
of  an  error  in  the  addition  of  those  vouchers  £2. — Amount  of 
an  additional  voucher  ISTo.  33.  to  the  former  settlement  being 
so  much  paid  Dr.  Saml.  McCorkle  for  the  use  of  his  children 
who  are  legatees  £93.19. — Amount  of  articles  purchased  by 
Dr.  S.  McCorkle  for  his  own  use  pr.  separate  accot.  £159.18 — 
Amount  cash  pd  Dr.  McCorkle  for  the  use  of  his  children  pr. 
his  rect.  at  foot  of  supplementary  accot.  'No.  3  in  former 
settlement  £36.5 — Amount  paid  Dr.  McCorkle  for  the  same  use 
pr.  his  rect.  dated  Augt.  25th  1801,  £60. — Amount  cash  paid 
for  clerks  fees  in  Rowan  Court  at  sundry  times  16/ — Amount 
of  commission  allowed  for  his  expense  and  trouble  in  managing 
the  estate  £31.11.4^^ — and  for  his  own  distributive  share 
allowed  by  the  will  of  the  deceased  £157.15.7^  amountg.  in  the 
whole  as  above  stated  on  the  credit  side  of  this  account  to  the 
sum  of  £690.11.51/2 

and  that  after  deducting  the  amount  as  above  charged  656. — .8 

say  £656.0.8  

34.10.91/2 

it  appears  that  the  said  John  Steele  hath  fully  and  finally 
paid  over  and  accounted  for  the  whole  of  the  estate  of  the 
deceased  which  came  into  his  hands  as  an  Executor,  and  that 
there  remains  due  and  owing  to  him  from  the  other  Executor 
&  Legatees  the  sum  of  £34.10.9%  as  above  stated. 
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Endorsed : 

Jolin  Steele  Executor  of  the  Estate  of  Elizabeth 
Steele  deceased  in  account  current  with  the  said 
estate. 

Final  Settlement 
October  10th,  1812. 

A  copy  of  the  original  returned  to  I^ovember  Court 
1812. 


Boundary  Settlement  with  South  Carolina?- 

[Sept.  4^1813] 

A  provisional  Article  of  Agreement  entered  into  between  the 
Commissioners  of  the  State  of  J^orth  Carolina,  and  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  at  M^Kinneys  on 
Toxaway  River  on  the  fourth  day  of  September  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  One  thousand  Eight  hundred  and  thirteen.  - — 

Whereas  the  undersigned  John  Steele,  Montfort  Stokes,  and 
Robert  Burton  on  the  part  of  J^orth  Carolina;  and  Joseph 
Blythe,  Henry  Middleton  and  John  Blasingham  on  the  part  of 
South  Carolina;  duly  appointed  Commissioners  by  the  re- 
spective States  to  carry  into  effect  a  Conventional  agreement  on 
Boundary  signed  at  Columbia  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
on  the  11^^.  day  of  July  1808 ;  did  meet  on  the  20  day  of  July 
last  near  the  termination  of  the  line  of  1772  and  have  con- 
tinued their  meetings  by  several  adjournments  to  this  present 
date.  And  whereas  the  said  Conventional  Agreement  by  the  3*^. 
Article  thereof  provides,  that  from  the  termination  of  the  line 
of  1772,  a  line  "Shall  be  extended  in  a  direct  course  to  that 
point  on  the  ridge  of  "Mountains  which  divides  the  Eastern 
from  the  Western  waters,  where  the  "35*^.  degree  of  l^orth 
Latitude  shall  be  found  to  strike  it  nearest  to  "the  termination 
of  the  said  line  of  1772 ;  thence  along  of  the  top  of  "the  said 


^This  was  the  agreement  that  was  ratified  by  both  states  and 
thus  settled  the  boundary  issue  of  the  two  states.  For  a  resume 
of  the  negotiations,  and  the  act  of  ratification,  see  Laws  of  North 
Carolina,  1813,  p.  11. 
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ridge  to  the  Western  extremity  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina." 
The  Commissioners  aboved  named  after  ascertaining  from  the 
observations  and  reports  of  the  Astronomers  accompanying 
them,  the  35*^.  degrees  of  IN^orth  Latitude  at  several  points,  and 
lastly  on  the  Eastern  Bank  of  Chatooga  River;  and  after  con- 
ferring fully  on  the  matters  committed  to  them  perceiving  real 
difficulties  to  exist  in  the  execution,  and  having  on  each  part 
maintained  different  opinions,  as  to  the  practicability  of  fixing 
a  boundary  line  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  said  Article :  Considering  nevertheless  that  it  is  essential  to 
the  interest  and  convenience  of  both  States  that  a  line  of 
Seperation  and  limits  should  be  ascertained  and  established 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  the  said  Commissioners  have 
agreed  and  do  hereby  agree  to  recommend  to  the  Legislature 
of  their  States  respectively  the  following  Article,  as  a  substitute 
for  the  said  third  Article  of  the  Conventional  Agreement ;  which 
substitute,  when  ratified  by  the  Legislature  of  the  said  States, 
shall  be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  binding  and  conclusive,  and 
not  before;  viz*.  From  the  termination  of  the  line  of  1772,  a 
line  shall  be  extended  due  West  to  the  ridge  dividing  the  waters 
of  the  l!^orth  fork  of  Pacolet  River  from  the  waters  of  the 
ISTorth  fork  of  Saluda  River;  thence  along  the  said  ridge  to  the 
ridge  that  divides  the  Saluda  waters  from  those  of  Green  River ; 
thence  along  the  said  ridge  to  where  the  same  joins  the  main 
ridge  which  divides  the  Eastern  from  the  Western  waters;  and 
thence  along  the  said  ridge  to  that  part  of  it  which  is  inter- 
sected by  the  Cherokee  boundary  line  run  in  the  year  1797. — 
From  the  center  of  the  said  ridge  at  the  point  of  intersection, 
the  line  shall  extend  in  a  direct  course  to  the  Eastern  Bank 
of  Chatooga  River,  where  the  thirty  fifth  degree  of  IN'orth 
Latitude  has  been  found  to  strike  it  and  where  a  Rock  has  been 
marked  by  the  aforesaid  Commissioners  with  the  following 
Inscription,  vizt.  LAT.  35°.  1813.  It  being  understood  and 
agreed  that  the  said  lines  shall  be  so  run  as  to  leave  all  the 
waters  of  Saluda  River  within  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
but  shall  in  no  part  run  ISTorth  of  a  course  due  west  from  the 
termination  of  the  line  of  1772. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and 
affixed  our  seals  as  Commissioners  of  our  respective  States 
Vol.  2—24 
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at  M^^Kenneys  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina  the  4*^  day 
of  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  Eight 
hundred  and  Thirteen,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  Thirty  Eighth. 

John  Steele 
M.  Stokes 
Ro.  Burton 
Joseph  Blyth 
Henry  Middleton 
John  Blasingame 

Signed  Sealed  and  interchangeably  delivered  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  two  States  in  the  presence  of  us  who  have  here- 
unto subscribed  as  witnesses. 

Joseph  Caldwell  George  Blackburn 

M  R  Alexander  Rob*.  Macnamara 

Zachariah  Candler        James  M^Kinney 

Copy  of  a  provisional  Article  of  agreement,  as  a  substitute  for 
the  3^.  art.  of  the  Convention  of  July  11^^.  1808 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Memoranda  for  Congressional  Bills^ 

!N"ote.  If  West  point  is  within  the  County  of  Matthews, 
a  surveyor  for  this  District  need  not  be  provided 
for,  as  there  is  one  already  at  that  place. 

ITote.  If  there  be  no  Town  in  the  District,  the  blank 
shd.  be  filled  with  the  name  of  some  natural  object, 
Mob  jack,  or  Piankikank,  the  principal  bay  &  river. 

Be  it  enacted  &c^.  That  from  and  after  the  last  day  of  June 
next,  a  District  shall  be  formed  from  the  District  of  Yorktown 


^The  above  body  of  matter  consists  of  rough  and  unfinished 
memoranda  of  legislation  in  which  Steele  was  interested,  drawn  in 
his  own  hand,  and  relating  to  regulation  of  certain  customs  districts 
and  of  coastwise  and  foreign  trade.  It  bears  no  date;  but  must 
be  placed  somewhere  during  the  period  of  Steele's  congressional 
service,  April  19,  3790-March  2,  1793. 
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in  Virginia  to  be  called  the  District  of which  shall 

comprehend  the  waters,  shores,  harbors,  and  inlets  of  Mob  jack 
bay,  and  all  other  navigable  waters,  shores,  harbors,  and  inlets 
within  and  leading  into  the  County  of  Matthews  in  said  State: 

— And  the  town  of shall  be  the  sole  port  of  Entry  and 

delivery  for  the  said  District,  and  a  Collector  and  Surveyor 
of  the  Customs  shall  be  appointed  to  reside  and  keep  their 
offices  thereat  who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  in  addition  to 
the  fees  and  other  emoluments  established  by  law  for  their 
respective  services  the  sum  of dollars  each. 

Be  it  further  enacted  &c^.  that  from  and  after  the  last  day 
of  June  next  aforesaid,  Bennets  creek  within  the  District  of 
Edenton,  and  State  of  J^orth  Carolina  shall  cease  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery  as  heretofore  established  and  the  office,  authority, 
and  emoluments  of  the  Surveyor  of  said  port  shall  also  from 
thenceforth  terminate  and  be  discontinued;  and  a  port  of 
Delivery  in  lieu  thereof  shall  be  established  on  Salmon  Creek 
within  the  District  aforesaid  at  a  place  called  the  Tombstone, 
and  a  Surveyor  of  the  Customs  shall  be  appointed  to  reside  and 
keep  an  office  thereat,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  his 
services  in  addition  to  the  fees  established  by  law,  the  annual 
salary,  heretofore  allowed  to  the  Surveyor  of  Bennets  creek. 

Be  it  further  enacted  &c^.  that  from  and  after  the  last  day  of 
June  next  aforesaid  a  port  of  Delivery  shall  be  established  at 
the  mouth  of  Slades  creek  within  the  District  of  Washington 
and  State  of  E  orth  Carolina  on  a  certain  tract  of  land  intended, 
and  designated  for  a  Town  by  William  Parmale  and  a  Sur- 
veyor of  the  Customs  shall  be  appointed  to  reside,  and  keep 
an  office  thereat  who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  his  services 
in  addition  to  the  fees  established  by  law  an  annual  salary  of 
dollars. 

Be  it  further  enacted  &c^.  that  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act  no  duty  shall  be  demanded  on  Merch^^.  of  the  growth, 
produce  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  foreign 
country  transported  coastwise  between  the  Atlantic  ports  of 
the  United  States  and  the  districts  of  the  United  States  on  the 
river  Mississippi  or  any  of  its  branches  although  landed  at  the 
Port  of  New  Orleans  on  its  passage  thither,  provided  the  same 
would  not  be  subject  (torn)  to  duty  or  liable  to  seizure  if  trans- 
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ported  from  one  (torn)  trict  of  the  United  States  on  the  sea- 
coast  to  another;  and  [for  the  purposes  of  the  coasting  trade 
generally  the  said  port  of  ISTeworleans  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a 
port  of  the  United  States]  to  the  end  that  frauds  on  (torn)  the 
revenue  may  be  prevented  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasry.  with 
the  approbation  of  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to  pre- 
scribe and  establish  such  forms,  and  regulations  [and  the  same 
from  time  to  time  with  the  like  approbation  to  alter  and 
amend]  for  the  government  of  the  Officers  of  the  Customs  in 
this  respect  as  he  may  think  proper  and  necessary,  on  the  ob- 
servance of  which,  Merch^^.  thus  transported  shall  be  exempted 
from  duty  and  not  otherwise,  and  if  transported  in  a  coasting 
vessel,  no  far 

And  whereas  it  is  provided  by  the  104th  section  of  the  col- 
lection law  that  Merchandize  belonging  to  British  subjects  may 
be  brought  [without  regard  to  the  (torn)  character  of  the  vessel 
importing  the  same]  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  on  the 
I^orthern  and  ISTorth western  frontiers  subject  to  no  higher,  or 
other  duties  than  are  or  shall  be  payable  by  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  on  the  importation  of  the  same  in  American 
vessels  into  the  Atlantic  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  it 
being  just  and  reasonable  that  the  same  privileges  should  be 
extended  to  vessels  and  Merchandize  belonging  to  Foreigners 
residing  at  ]^^eworleans,  and  other  ports  of  Louisiana  and 
Florida  on  the  Mississippi  or  any  of  its  branches : — Be  it 
therefore  enacted  &c^.  that  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act  all  goods  and  merchandize  the  importation  of  which  into 
the  United  States  shall  not  be  wholly  prohibited  shall  and  may 
freely  for  the  purposes  of  commerce  be  brought  into  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  on  the  Mississippi  or  any  of  its  branches 
in  vessels  belonging  to  ISTew  Orleans,  or  any  port  of  Louisiana, 
or  Florida  on  the  river  Mississippi,  and  such  goods  or  Mer- 
chandize shall  be  subject  to  (torn)  no  higher  or  other  duties 
than  are  or  shall  be  payable  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
on  the  importation  of  the  same  in  American  vessels  into  the 
Atlantic  ports  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  further  enacted  ^c*^.  that  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act  no  duty  on  the  Tonnage  of  any  ship  or  vessel  shall 
be  demanded  or  collected  on  the  entry  of  such  ship  or  vessel  in 
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any  district  which  is  or  may  be  established  on  the  river  Miss- 
issippi, or  any  of  its  branches  or  on  the  ]^orthern,  and  JSTorth- 
western  boundaries  of  the  United  States : — Provided  neverthe- 
less that  neither  this  exemption,  nor  that  contained  in  the  pre- 
ceding section  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  ship  or  vessel 
which  shall  arrive  in  any  such  district  having  on  board  goods, 
or  merch^^  brought  immediately  from  any  foreign  port  or  place 
other  than  'New  Orleans,  or  the  ports  of  Louisiana  &  Florida 
on  the  Mississippi  or  any  of  its  branches,  and  from  ports  or 
places  in  the  British  provinces  of  Upper  and  lower  Canada. 

Be  it  further  enacted  &c^.  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  establish  at  his  discretion  in 
addition  to  the  Port  of  Entry  &  delivery  already  established 
on  the  Mississippi  South  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  one  other 
port  of  Entry  and  delivery,  and  to  appoint  a  Collector  to  reside 
thereat,  [and  surveyor  to  reside  at  the  Town  of  JSTatchez  which 
shall  thenceforth  be  considered  a  port  of  (de) livery  for  the 
District  within  the  limits  of  which  it  may  be  comprized]  and 
one,  or  more  surveyors  to  reside  at  such  place,  or  places  as  he 
may  think  proper  to  designate  as  ports  of  delivery,  and  the 
surveyor  or  surveyors  thus  appointed  shall  be  subject  to  the 
control  and  direction  of  the  collector  within  whose  district  he 
or  they  shall  reside. 

Be  it  further  enacted  &c^.  that  in  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  North  west  of  the  river  Ohio  there  shall  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act  be  established  a  new  District  to  be 
called  the  District  of  Marietta,  which  shall  include  all  the 
waters,  shores,  and  Inlets  of  the  River  Ohio  on  the  E^orthern 
side,  and  the  rivers,  shores  and  waters  connected  therewith,  to 
the  eastward  of  and  including  the  river  Scioto,  from  the  mouth 
thereof  upwards  as  far  as  the  same  may  be  navigable;  and  a 
collector  shall  be  appointed  to  reside  and  keep  an  office  at  the 
Town  of  Marietta  which  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  and 
delivery  for  the  said  District,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
coasting  vessels  of  the  United  to  participate  in  the  said  trade, 
and  not  otherwise. 

JjC  ^  •!*  ^C  ^  ^fi  5j»  5jC 

Be  it  further  enacted  &c^.  that  from  and  after  the  last  of 
June  next  no  duty  on  the  Tonnage  of  any  vessel,  boat,  raft  or 
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carriage  of  less  tlian tons  burthen  shall  be  demanded, 

or  collected  on  the  arrival  or  entry  of  such  vessel,  boat,  raft, 
or  carriage  in  any  district  which  is,  or  may  be  established  on 
the  J^orthern  and  Northwestern  boundaries  of  the  United  States 
and  on  the  River  Mississippi  or  any  of  its  branches: — Provided 
nevertheless  that  this  exemption  shall  not  be  construed  to 
extend  to  any  vessel  which  shall  not  be  wholly  en(gag)ed  in 
carrying  on  inland  trade  between  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Mississippi  and  any  of  its  branches,  and  the  ports  of 
Louisiana  and  Florida  on  the  same  including  l!^eworleans,  and 
between  the  ports  on  the  I^orthern  and  ^Northwestern  boun- 
daries of  the  United  States,  and  the  British  Provinces  of  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada. 

[Draft  in  handwriting  of  John  Steele] 
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Remarks  of  the  Comptroller  on  the  Contracts  to 
Supply  the  Army  With  Bations 

The  Comptr.  of  the  Treasy.  in  the  absence  of  the  Secty. 
thinks  it  is  his  duty  in  transmitting  this  abstract  of  the 
proposals  to  the  Secty.  for  the  Dept.  of  war  to  remark.^ 

1st.  That  it  is  in  his  judgment  important  to  the  public  that 
neither  Eli  Williams,  nor  James  Ohara  should  receive  the 
contract.  Independent  of  the  terms  which  they  have  respect- 
ively proposed  there  exist  objections  agt.  them  both  of  the 
solid  and  conclusive  nature.  The  official  situation  of  the 
Comptr.  enables  him  to  pronounce  this  with  certainty. 

2d.  If  the  contract  should  go  into  other  hands,  as  it  un- 
doubtedly ought  it  should  be  speedily  determined,  in  order, 
among  other  considerations,  to  afford  the  person  preferred  time 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  before  the  1st.  of  October. 


^Apparently  submitted  by  Comptroller  Steele  for  the  Treasury 
Department  at  the  request  of  Secretary  James  McHenry,  of  the  War 
Department,  in  preparation  for  the  latter's  report  to  Congress  upon 
the  question  of  army  reorganization.  This  report  was  communi- 
cated to  Congress,  December  31,  1798,  and  was  a  reflex  of  the  antici- 
pation of  war  with  France.  For  the  Report,  see  American  State 
Papers,  Military  Affairs,  I,  124-127. 
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3d.  It  appears  in  the  opinion  of  tlie  Comptr.  to  be  an 
arrangement  safe  to  the  persons  undertaking  and  advantageous 
to  the  public,  to  divide  the  contract. 

If  not  disagreeable  to  the  persons  who  incline  to  embark 
in  this  business  it  appears  to  the  Comptr.  that  the  Contract 
might  be  divided  with  safety  to  them,  and  advantage  to  the 
public.  Upon  this  plan,  the  United  States  are  susceptible  of 
being  apportioned  into  two,  or  perhaps  three  geographical 
sections  to  each  of  which  a  contractor  may  be  assigned.  That 
is  to  say.  The  rations  required  at  all  posts  and  places  l^orth 
and  East  of  the  River  Delaware,  and  on  the  lakes,  and  waters 
which  empty  into  the  lakes  shall  be  included  in  one  contract. 

The  rations  issued  at  all  posts  and  places  on  the  Ohio  & 
Mississippi,  and  waters  which  empty  into  them  shall  be  in- 
cluded in  another. 

The  rations  required  at  any  post  or  place  in  the  United 
States,  and  not  comprized  in  either  of  the  preceeding  sections 
shall  form  a  third  contract. 

This  distribution  of  the  contracts  is  supported  by  the  follow- 
ing arguments. 

1st.  Suppose  a  state  of  war  to  exist,  the  encreased  scale  of 
expenditure,  and  demand  for  supplies,  attendant  thereon  would 
exceed  the  means  of  any  one  man;  but  were  the  means  of  a 
contractor  adequate  to  the  undertaking  the  extent  of  the 
Country  alone  is  a  sufficient  objection. 

2d.  By  dividing  the  business  into  not  less  than  two,  nor 
more  than  three  the  public  acquires  the  additional  respon- 
sibility of  two  or  three  good  men  instead  of  one,  and  what  is 
not  less  important  the  pecuniary  responsibility  of  two,  or  three 
distinct  setts  of  sureties.  For  each  contract  should  be  separ- 
ately executed,  and  its  performance  separately  secured;  the 
object  desired  being  a  real  and  not  a  nominal  division  of  the 
business. 

3d.  Upon  this  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Government  in 
settling  the  accots.  of  these  contractors  by  comparing  the 
accuracy,  fairness,  and  punctuallity  with  which  they  are 
rendered  to  determine  questions  upon  which  opinions  can  only 
be  relatively  formed. 
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These  remarks  being  in  some  degree  extra  official  it  is 
expected  that  the  Sectj.  for  the  Dept.  of  war  will  not  submit 
them  to  the  perusal  of  any  subordinate  agent. 


Captured  Vessels  Applying  for  New  Registers  (John  Steele) 

Memorandum. 

1st.  It  appears  to  be  necessary  for  the  sake  of  uniformity  to 
communicate  to  the  collectors  the  Treasy.  construction  of  an 
act  past  last  session  concerning  the  registering  and  recording  of 
captured  vessels. 

2nd.  In  reflecting  on  this  subject  the  comptr.  frankly  owns 
that  he  is  unable  to  devise  any  form  of  expression  satisfactory 
to  his  own  mind,  and  at  the  same  time  sufficiently  instructive 
to  the  Collectors.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  object  and 
policy  of  the  Act,  but  the  word  ^^hereafter"  at  the  beginning 
of  the  4th  enacting  line  renders  the  whole  equivocal.  A  con- 
struction materially  different  from  that  which  the  interests  of 
the  United  States  suggests  is  now  maintained  and  will  be  con- 
tended for  by  those  who  have  acquired  from  the  captors,  or 
otherwise  title  to  vessels  thus  circumstanced. 

3d.  The  value  of  the  propty,  the  intelligence  and  activity 
of  some  of  the  present  owners  render  it  probable  that  (in  cases 
of  capture  prior  to  the  27th.  June  last)  when  they  shall  have 
complied  with  the  forms  required  by  the  14th  Section  of  the 
registering  act,  and  the  circular  instruction  from  the  Comptrs. 
office  of  the  14th  Augt.  1794  ISTew  registers  will  be  demanded 
from  the  Collectors  as  matter  of  right.  If  suit  agt.  the  Collector 
should  be  the  consequence  of  a  refusal  it  is  questionable  what 
might  be  the  judicial  construction,  and  this  doubt  serves  to 
encrease  the  difficulties  which  are  other  wise  opposed  to  com- 
municating the  Treasy.  opinions  in  so  formal  a  manner  as  by 
circular  letter. 
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Notes  Prepared  for  Mr.  Harper  by  John  Steele 

J^otes  for  Mr.  Harper^ 

1st.  To  understand  the  principles  and  practice  of  the 
Treasury  Department  as  at  present  established,  it  may  be  useful 
to  recur  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  26.  of  September 
1788.  vol.  4  pa.  562  to  567.  Salaries  fixed  for  the  officers  of 
the  Treasury,  see  same  vol.  pa.  626.  In  the  foregoing  the 
principle  is  expressly  declared,  that  when  an  account  is  settled 
there  shall  be  no  appeal  except  to  Congress,  and  the  form  K  is  a 
warrant  of  distress  to  be  issued  against  a  delinquent  debtor, 
as  far  as  that  form  of  Government  had  power  to  make  it  so. 
The  jurisdiction  of  the  Treasury  was  declared  to  extend  "to 
all  accompts  for  money  lent,  expended,  or  advanced;  goods 
sold  or  purchased,  services  performed  or  work  done  with  the 
vouchers"  &ca. 

2d.  The  functions  of  the  officers  appointed,  under  the  fore- 
going resolutions  were  declared  to  cease  by  "An  ordinance  for 
regulating  the  Treasury  and  adjusting  the  public  accompts" 
passed  September  11.  1781  see  Vol.  7.  pa.  185  to  '87.  This 
ordinance  defines  the  powers  of  the  Comptroller  very  nearly 
as  they  are  at  present  understood,  and  exercised.  "A  general 
authority  to  inspect  and  superintend  the  settlement  of  public 
accompts,  and  all  subordinate  Agents  concerned  therein."  To 
prescribe  forms  &ca.  To  see  that  balances  are  punctually  paid 
into  the  Treasury.  "When  an  accompt  is  Audited,  it  shall  be 
reported  to  the  Comptroller,  and  any  person  who  shall  think 
himself  aggrieved  by  the  judgment  of  the  Auditor  shall  have 
the  privilege  of  appealing  to  the  Comptroller."  ''In  all  such 
appeals  the  Comptroller  shall  openly  and  puhlicJcly  hear  the 
parties  and  his  decision  shall  he  conclusive/'  The  powers  and 
duties  of  the  Treasurer,  Auditor,  Register,  and  Clerks  are  also 
defined  very  nearly  as  they  are  understood  under  the  present 
system. 


^Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Representative  in  Congress  from  South 
Carolina,  1794-1801;  Chairman  Ways  and  Means  Committeee  during 
the  5th  Congress,  1797-1799;  Senator  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
1815-1816. 
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3d.  An  act  of  tlie  present  Government  passed  on  the  2d 
September  1789  entitled  "An  act  to  establish,  the  Treasury- 
Department"  This  defines  in  general  terms  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  several  Officers,  and  it  is  considered  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Department.  The  3d  section  among  other  things 
directs  that  'Hhe  Comptroller  shall  moreover  'provide  for  the 
regular  and  punctual  payment  of  all  monies  which  may  he 
collected,  and  shall  direct  prosecutions  for  all  delinquencies  of 
ojficers  of  the  revenue,  and  for  debts  that  are  or  shall  he  due 
to  the  United  States./'  Here  the  powers  of  the  office  are  in- 
complete; they  should  be  such  as  would  give  efficiency  to  the 
system. 

4th.  The  next  act  of  the  present  Government  on  this  subject 
which  deserves  attention  was  passed  on  the  3d,  of  March  1795, 

entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  effectual  recovery  of debts 

due  from  individuals  to  the  United  States."  Thus  far  it  has 
been  a  dead  letter.  Its  delays  added  to  those  afterwards  to  be 
expected  in  the  Courts  of  Law  have  discouraged  the  present 
Comptroller  hitherto  from,  making  any  use  of  the  remedies  its 
provisions  were  intended  to  afford.  The  last  section  contains 
the  important  principle,  'Hhat  in  all  cases  where  the  final 
decision  of  the  Comptroller  shall  he  against  the  claimant,  such 
determination  shall  he  final  and  conclusive  to  all  concerned/' 
There  would  be  something  more  in  this  than  mere  words,  if  he 
possessed  also  the  power  of  enforcing  his  decrees  by  warrants  of 
distress  &ca.    in  the  nature  of  executions. 

5.  The  defects  of  former  laws  were  attempted  to  be  removed 
by  "An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  receivers  of  public 
money,"  passed  on  the  3d.  of  March  1797.  This  law  has  not 
produced  the  good  effects  expected  at  the  time  of  passing  it : — 
owing  to  the  delays  incident  to  judicial  proceedings — the  great 

extent   of  the   country — the   appraisement   laws   of   the 

States,  and  other  local  regulations  which  retard  the  satis- 
faction of  Executions  sometimes  as  long  after  judgment,  as 
before.  There  are  other  causes  which  contribute  to  the  in- 
efficacy  of  this  law  which  need  not  be  explained.  It  is  suf- 
(The  remainder  of  this  document  is  not  in  the  collection.) 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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Chancellor  of  the  Treasury^ 

A  new  office  to  be  created,  and  attached  to  tlie  seat  of  Govern- 
ment. Whether  called  in  the  law,  an  office  of  the  Treasy. 
Department,  or  a  Court,  is  immaterial  if  its  powers  be  essen- 
tially those  of  a  Court  of  record,  and  extend  to  the  law  and 
equity  of  all  cases  within  its  jurisdiction. 

The  person  appointed  to  be  styled  as  above: — Salary  $4000 
pr.an :  or  not  less  than  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasy. 

Like  other  offices  of  the  Treasy.  it  should  be  always  open  for 
the  dispatch  of  business,  l^ecessary  clerks  to  be  employed  at 
public  expense,  and  no  fees  received  in  any  case  from  Defend- 
ants or  other  individuals.  Where  judgment  is  given  in  favor 
of  the  United  States  an  interest  of  One  pr.  ct.  pr.  mo.  (in  lieu 
of  costs  usually  taxed)  may  be  added  to  the  principal  sum  for 
the  benefit  of  the  United  States  to  be  computed  from  the  time 
the  money  ought  to  have  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  until  it 
be  actually  paid. 

All  process  for  the  recovery  of  money  due  on  the  books  of 
the  Treasury,  War  and  ^NTavy  Departments  shall  issue  from  this 
office,  and  all  matters  and  things  belonging  thereto  shall  be 
exclusively  cognizable  before  the  Chancellor,  and  his  decree 
thereon  shall  be  final,  except  as  to  points  of  law  which  (in  case 
of  difference  between  the  Attorney  General,  and  the  Chancellor) 
may  be  examined  and  settled  in  the  supreme  court.  Facts 
established  at  the  Treasury  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Chancellor 
(for  all  judicial  purposes)  shall  be  taken  as  stated,  and  shall 
not  be  reversed  or  further  inquired  into  in  any  other  place. 

At  any  time  after  process  issues  for  the  recovery  of  money 
due  on  the  books  of  the  War,  or  JN^avy  Departments  if  the 
Delinquent  claim  credit  for  sums  not  before  allowed,  the 
Chancellor  may  refer  the  examination  of  such  claims  to  the 
proper  Accountant  whose  report  thereon  shall  be  made  through 
the  offices  of  the  Auditor  &  Comptroller  according  to  the  forms 
now  in  use.  If  the  debt  be  on  the  books  of  the  Treasy.  the 
reference  shall  be  to  the  Auditor  to  be  reported  on  &c.  as  before. 

^This  seems  to  have  been  an  idea  of  Steele's  for  suggesting  a  new 
oflficial  in  the  Treasury  Department,  probably  prepared  for  sub- 
mission to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Oliver  Walcott. 
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Upon  receiving  reports  in  either  case  the  Chancellor  may  pro- 
ceed to  judgment,  and  if  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  issue 
execution  accordingly.  Or  if  doubts  exist  he  may  issue  com- 
missions to  take  testimony,  or  make  other  order  in  his  dis- 
cretion, so  that  complete  right  be  done. 

Suits  may  be  instituted  by  notice  in  writing  or  other  process 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Chancellor  to  be  served  on  the  Debtor 
or  left  at  his  usual  place  of  abode  by  the  Marshal  to  whom 
directed,  and  there  shall  be  no  abatement  in  any  stage  of  the 
proceedings  for  want  of  forms.  The  answers  and  allegations  of 
Defendts.  shall  be  receivd.  in  writing  only,  and  on  oath  if 
required. 

Executions  and  all  other  writs  to  run  throughout  the  United 
States. 

When  an  accot.  is  finally  settled  at  the  Treasy,  War,  or  l^avy 
Dep.  JSTotices  to  issue  from  the  Chancellors  office  to  the  Debtor 
as  matter  of  course,  unless  the  Comptr.  for  special  reasons  shd. 
other  wise  direct.  To  this  end  the  Treasy.  is  competent  to 
prescribe  the  necessary  rules.  ISTote.  The  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasy.  is  already  possessed  of  all  the  powers  herein  proposed 
to  be  vested  in  the  Chancellor,  except  the  important  one  of 
enforcing  his  own  decrees.  The  want  of  this  renders  all  others 
nerveless,  and  nugatory.  The  great  extent  of  the  country — the 
increasing  cupidity  of  public  agents,  and  withal  our  present 
pecuniary  difficulties  call  loudly  for  other  remedies  than  those 
which  are  to  be  found  in  the  ordinary  courts  of  justice. 
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Rules  Governing  Collectors  of  the  Revenue 

YEEMOI^T. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  State  is  invested  with  the  power  of 
issuing  warrants  to  the  Sheriffs  in  the  nature  of  Executions 
agt.  Delinquent  collectors  of  the  revenue.  If  the  Sheriff 
neglects  to  perform  his  duty  an  Execution  issues  agt.  him  &,g^. 

The  same  in  Massachusetts  with  the  addition  that  the  Treasr. 
may  by  warrant  not  only  sell  the  estate  of  a  Delinquent  Col- 


The  Steele  Papees  845 

lector  but  commit  his  person  to  prison  for  the  balance  if  any 
remain.  If  the  sheriff  neglect,  he  becomes  liable  in  the  same 
manner.  These  executions  may  be  levied  on  lands  or  other 
propty.  and  the  officer  executing  is  competent  to  make  valid 
titles  &c^. 

The  same  mode  of  preceeding  formerly  existed  in  Rhode 
Island. 

The  mode  now  in  use  is  for  the  Treasurer  to  issue  his 
Warrant  of  distress  agt.  the  Treasurer  of  the  delinquent  Town, 
he  again  issues  his  Warrant  agt.  the  Collector  &c.  so  on.  This 
is  more  circuitous,  and  of  course  is  an  alteration  without  im- 
provement. The  proceedings  are  however  summary  and  the 
principle  is  preserved. 

COIsTJ^ECTICUT 

When  a  Collector  is  delinquent  for  more  than  four  months 
after  the  time  limited  for  a  settlement  with  the  Treasurer 
a  Warrant  of  distress  is  issued  agt.  his  person,  and  estate 
returnable  in  sixty  days.  If  the  Collector  or  sufficient  estate  are 
not  to  be  found,  or  if  he  be  committed  to  prison  and  the  tax 
remain  unpaid,  a  second  Treasury  warrant  of  distress  is  issued 
agt.  the  estates  of  the  selectmen;  if  these  are  insufficient  and 
a  return  be  accordingly  made,  a  third  warrant  is  issued  agt. 
the  goods  &  chatties  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  delinquent  Town 
indiscriminately. 

I^EW  YORK. 

When  a  Collector  is  delinquent,  the  County  Treasurer  issues 
his  warrant  returnable  in  thirty  days;  directed  to  the  Sheriff 
of  the  proper  County,  commanding  him  to  levy  the  sum  in 
arrear  of  the  goods  &  chatties,  lands,  and  tenements  of  the 
Collector  and  for  want  thereof  to  confine  his  person  in  prison. 
In  case  of  a  County  Treasurer's  delinquency  the  Treasurer  of 
the  State  is  entitled  to  the  like  remedy  agt.  him. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Treasurer  upon  application  to  a  Judge  of  the  supreme 
court  obtains  a  warrant  of  distress  &c.  agt.  delinquent  Col- 
lectors. 
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When  Collectors  are  Delinquent  their  goods  and  protty.  may 
be  distrained  &  sold  by  the  County  Treasurers,  This  state  has 
been  for  some  yrs.  past  exempted  from  state  taxes.  Its  county 
revenues  are  however  considerable. 

DELAWARE. 

With  the  bonds  of  Collectors,  powers  of  Atto.  for  Obtaining 
judgment  without  the  usual  delays  attending  court  business  are 
required.  In  a  contracted  sphere  this  no  doubt  is  found  to 
answer  a  good  purpose,  and  altho  impracticable  in  and  of 
course  inapplicable  to  a  Country  of  the  extent,  and  with  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  U.S.,  it  nevertheless  serves  to  shew  that 
a  summary  mode  is  indispensable. 

^Nothing  material  in  Maryland  and  Virginia.  In  Kentucky 
judgment  is  obtained  upon  motion  with  an  addition  of  20  pr.ct. 
to  the  sum  in  arrears. 

l^ORTH  CAROLIJSTA. 

When  Sheriffs  are  delinquent  the  Treasurer  is  required  to 
obtain  the  certificate  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  sums  due  includ- 
ing an  extra  charge  of  £100  and  thereupon  to  apply  for 
judgment  and  executions.  These  are  granted  of  course  on 
motions  by  the  Treasurer,  without  notice  to  the  sheriffs,  or  any 
evidence  other  than  the  Comptrollers  certificate.  Hard  cases 
are  referred  to  the  justice  and  liberality  of  the  Legislature;  the 
courts  will  not  look  into  them.  The  record  of  the  Treasury  is 
deemed  for  all  judicial  purposes  conclusive,  and  claims  not 
admitted  in  the  usual  course  of  settlement  can  only  be  allowed 
to  the  Delinquent  by  the  Legislature  in  the  form  of  a  grant  of 
money.  This  principle  is  strictly  correct,  and  would  be  gen- 
erally conceded  but  for  the  visionary  opinions  that  have  sprung 
up  in  the  United  States  within  a  few  years  past  as  to  the 
supremacy  of  the  judicial  power. 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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Same  pa.208 


Extracts  Fronn  Ld.  B's  C orrespondence.^     (John  Steele) 

Yol.  1st.  pa.l77.  "Tlie  influence  of  these  factious  efforts  is,  I 
hope,  over: — we  gain  strength  daily  and  I 
hope  to  see  the  administration  settled  on  the 
basis  of  that  broad  and  generous  principle 
which  only  can  and  only  ought  to  last." 
Speaking  of  Bay  trees,  guardening  &ca.  "I 
cannot  plunge  myself  so  far  into  the  thoughts 
of  public  business  as  to  forget  the  quiet  of  a 
country  retreat  whither  I  will  go  some  time 
or  other,  and  I  am  always  ready  to  go  at  an 
hours  warning." 

Same  pa.220.  "Speaking  of  jealousies  in  rival  states  "The 

honest  men  of  both  nations  whose  souls  are 
above  the  little  schemes  of  over  reaching  one 
another  must  lend  their  attention  in  time  to 
prevent  the  mischief."  About  this  time  May 
1711  a  rupture  took  place  between  Harley 
and  Ld.  B.  which  proved  fatal  to  both. 

Same  pa.244.  Speaking  of  Mr.  Harleys  promotion  to  the 

peerage  of  Oxford  "this  great  advantage  is 
what  the  labor  he  has  gone  thro :  the  danger 
he  has  run,  and  the  services  he  has  per- 
formed seem  to  deserve.  But  he  stands  on 
slippery  ground,  and  envy  is  always  near  the 
great  to  fling  up  their  heels  upon  the  least 
trip  which  they  make."  Read  the  whole  of 
this  letter  again. 

Same  pa.247.  Moderation  the  reason  why  Ld.  Oxfords  ad- 

ministration was  not  better  supported.  See 
this  letter  again. 

Same  pa.293.  "When  factions  influence  rewards  and  pun- 

ishments, merit  is  not  sure  to  meet  with  en- 
couragement or  demerit  with  censure." 


^Letters  and  Correspondence  of  Henry  St.  John,  Viscount  Boling- 
broke,  ed.  by  Gilbert  Parke,  and  published,  1798,  London.  Boling- 
broke  was  a  notable  statesman  of  Queen  Anne's  reign,  1701-1714, 
and  a  strong  opponent  of  the  Hanoverian  succession. 
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Same  pa.  412 


Yol.  2d.  pa.  Ito 
Same  pa.l08. 


Same  pa.l29. 


Same  pa. 145 


Same  pa.l77. 
Same  pa.  210. 

Same  pa.256. 


Tlie  first  express  change  of  Ld.  B.  in  regard 
to  tlie  Duke  of  Marlboro. — preliminris. 
signed  8t]i  of  Oct.  without  tlie  privity  of  this 
Great  Genl.  and  on  the  17th  prepares  the 
way  for  his  dismission.  What  duplicity! 
What  black  ingratitude !  to  the  greatest  Genl. 
in  the  world  who  but  a  few  days  before  had 
gained  a  victory  (Bouchain)  which  forced 
the  French  to  a  distressful  peace. 
72.  Some  interesting  letters,  particularly  at  page 
72.  Also  Oxfds.  letter  in  a  note.  The  tone 
of  the  Adm.  changed  after  Duke  Ms.  return. 
"]!^o  remedy  for  the  distemper  more  effectual 
than  circular  letters  and  pathetical  exhorta- 
tions, which  by  the  fatal  experience  of  many 
years  we  have  found  too  weak  to  work  on 
German  constitions."  The  conclusion  of 
same  letter  page  115  is  elegant. 
Letter  of  Jany.  1st.  1711  contains  an  accot. 
of  the  dismission  of  Duke  of  Marlboro,  from 
all  his  places ;  and  the  creation  of  twelve  new 
peers. 

This  letter  and  notes  under  it  show  the  dread- 
ful   effects    of    amhition    and    party    spirit 
united.     Read  these  again.  pa.l65   &  paper 
reported  to  the  H.  of  C.  to  ruin  the  D.  of  M. 
— another  paragraph  pa.  167. 
A  letter  to  Mr.  Watkins  concerning  the  Spies 
which  he  sent  over  to  Utrecht. 
Read  the  whole  of  his  letter.     The  Elector 
of  Hanover  afterds.  Geo.  1st.  sets  himself  at 
the  head  of  the  Whig  party. 
Shows    Bolingbrokes    private    fortune    very 
small,    pa.258   Letter   to    Cadogan   not    con- 
tinued in  command  because  he  did  pay  his 
respects  to  D.  of  Ormand,  the  Successor  of 
Marlboro. 
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Same  pa.302. 


Same  pa.320. 
Same  pa. 333. 
Same  pa. 350. 


Same  pa. 385- 
391. 


Same  481. 


Vol.  3d.pa.l82. 


"It  wd.  be  a  great  mortification  to  me  if  I 
imagined  you  had  entertained  the  least  doubt 
of  that  friendship  which  I  profess  for  you. 
My  habits  at  Court  have  neither  taught  me 
to  show  what  I  do  not  feel,  nor  to  hide  what 
I  do !  and  my  love  and  my  hate  are  so  far 
from  not  appearing  in  my  words  and  actions 
that  they  generally  sit  in  my  very  face.'^ 
Read  the  whole  of  this  letter  again.  No  man 
loves  you  better,  or  honors  you  more  than 
I  do." 

This  letter  contains  matter  which  formed  the 
principal  charge  agt.  Bolingbroke  on  his  im- 
peachment. 

Dr.  Liv.  Adi.  May  health  of  body — peace 
of  mind,  and  every  other  sort  of  happiness 
be  yr.  perpetual  lot. 

"The  bill  being  lost  I  am  afraid  from  the 
spirit  I  see  raised,  that  it  will  hang  like  the 
sword  of  Damocles  in  the  air,  and  perhaps 
sooner  or  later  fall  and  do  execution.'^ 
Two  letters  from  De  Tory  concerning  the 
status  of  France — Evils  of — last  called  in 
1614. — ^generally  terminate  in  confusion — 
sometimes  in  civil  wars.'' 
Letter  to  Duke  of  Ormond  in  ansr.  to  his 
compliment  on  St. Johns  elevation  to  the 
peerage.  ''I  am  like  a  man  on  a  chess  hoard 
&ca.  read  it  again.  The  next  letter  to 
Strafford  page  482  is  also  very  interesting. 
It  contains  his  private  reflections  on  the 
promotion — Licentiousness  of  the  press  &ca. 
An  accot.  of  the  tragical  end  of  Ld.  Mohun 
and  Duke  of  Hamilton  by  a  duel.  The  next 
letter  to  the  Queen  pa. 183  shows  the  grati- 
tude of  the  ^ewly  Naturalized  French  prot- 
estants — plot  to  poison  the  Queen  &ca 


Vol.  2—25 
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Vol.4th.pa.l69.  "There  is  nothing  so  near  my  heart  as  the 
good  of  the  service,  and  whenever  I  meet  with 
zeal  to  carry  that  on,  independently  of  our 
party  disputes  at  home,  my  applause  shall 
follow  that  character." 

page  209.  "This  can  only  be  brought  by  their  laying 

aside  that  air  of  superiority,  and  that  spirit 
of  over  reaching  us  which  they  have  been  too 
long  suffered  to  assume  and  to  exert." 

pa.261.  Letter  to  Earl  Stafford — 

Read  this  again. 

pa.2T6.  You   will   see   the   fawning,   tell   tale   rascal 

caressed — must  therefore  a  good  man  not 
come  to  court  nor  step  forward  in  the  service 
of  his  country?  Must  he  throw  himself  into 
retreat  or  opposition? 

Yol.  4th  pa.323. — Prior  to  Ld.  B.  A  humorous  private  letter, 
read  it  again. 

pa.339.  "It  belongs  only  to  those  of  your  standard, 

not  to  let  slip  the  minutest  affairs  while  they 
roll  in  their  minds  the  fate  of  Kingdoms  and 
the  Govt,  of  the  world." 

pa.420.  A  letter  concerning  Dean  Swift  "He  is  fitter 

to  write  the  History  of  Engd.  than  any  man 
in  the  Queens  dominions."  See  the  note  to 
this  letter. 

pa.470.  Letter  to  Strafford.     "To  debate  every  point, 

constantly  and  warmly,  that  day  by  day  the 
Whigs  interpose  in,  is  the  true  way  of  sup- 
porting as  it  is  of  creating  a  majority,  and 
for  this  purpose  we  shd.  hang  more  closely 
together  than  we  did  last  year. 

pa.494.  Want  of  concert  complained  of.    "The  Whigs 

pursue  their  plan  with  good  order  and  in 
concert — the  Tories  stand  at  a  gaze,  expect 
the  court  shd.  regulate  their  conduct  and  lead 
them  on,  and  the  court  seems  in  a  lethargy." 
Read  this  and  the  next  letter  again.  Another 
to  Prior  pa  508.  Another  to  Strafford  page 
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563 — Another  to  tlie  Ld.  primate  of  Ireland 
page  569.    And  from  Prior  pa.  578. 

"My  maxim  never  to  abandon  my  friends 
— to  do  justice  to  all  the  world — and  to  fear 
1^0  Man." 


Steele  Papers,  N.  C.  Historical  Commission, 


Letter  From  a  Federalist  [John  Steele^ 
JOIvTATHAI^  EOBIiq^Si 

It  is  of  little  moment  wlietlier  his  name  was  Robins,  or  ]^asli ; 
whether  he  v/as  a  Citizen,  or  an  Alien ;  it  is  enough  that  he  was 
a  man  who  sought  asylum  in  an  IN'DEPEITDENT  COUN- 
TRY, whose  peace  he  had  not  disturbed.  If  the  Treaty  required 
that  he  should  be  surrendered,  the  transaction  was  perhaps  a 
PROPER  ON'E;  if  it  did  not,  those  who  ''advised  and  re- 
quested" the  measure  will  find  difficulty  in  vindicating  it.  The 
words  of  the  Treaty  are,  "All  persons  who  being  charged  with 
murder,  or  forgery  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either 
shall  seek  an  asylum  within  the  countries  of  the  other/'  shall 
upon  demand  &ca.  be  delivered  &ca.  As  the  manner  of  making 
the  demand  is  not  before  the  public  it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss 
the  meaning  of  the  words  ''charged"  in  the  foregoing  quotation, 
every  one  knows  that  it  refers  to  the  inquest,  and  other  judicial 
proceedings  of  the  country  within  which  the  offence  is  stated 
to  have  been  committed,  and  not  to  the  representation  of  a 
IN'aval  or  military  Officer,  or  of  a  resident  Consul  or  Minister. 


Jonathan  Robbins,  alias  Thomas  Nash,  a  British  seaman  charged 
with  murder  upon  the  British  ship  Hermione,  and  demanded  by  the 
British  Government  under  the  Treaty  of  1794  (Jay's  Treaty). 
Robbins,  or  Nash,  had  taken  refuge  at  Charleston,  S,  C,  and,  upon 
the  "advice  and  request"  of  President  Adams,  to  the  District  Judge 
of  South  Carolina,  Thomas  Bee,  was  rendered  up  to  the  British  au- 
thorities taken  to  Jamacia  and  executed,  September,  1, 1799,  The  redi- 
tion  of  Robbinsi  brought  forth  certain  severe  criticism  in  Congress 
upon  Adams's  course,  in  consequence  of  which  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, February  4,  1800,  called  for  all  papers  relating  to  the 
case.  These  appear  in  American  State  Papers,  Foreign  Affairs. 
Vol.  II,  284-285. 
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Tlie  intercourse  establislied  between  tlie  State  Grovernnient  in 
relation  to  persons  wlio  flee  from  justice  is  so  obviously  appli- 
cable to  the  present  case,  and  the  forms  of  proceeding  so 
explicity  defined  in  tbe  2d.  Section  of  the  4tli  article  of  the 
Constitution,  and  the  1st  section  of  tbe  Act  passed  in  pur- 
suance thereof  on  the  12tli.  of  Feby.  1793  intituled  "An  Act 
respecting  fugitives  from  justice"  &ca.  that  it  is  scarcely  to  be 
presumed  the  manner  of  substantiating  the  charge  has  been 
overlooked.  The  same  formality  should  be  observed  in  de- 
livering a  man  into  the  hands  of  a  Foreign  Government,  as  is 
required  by  the  Executive  authority  of  one  State,  in  surrender- 
ing a  culprit  to  be  tried  in  another.  Passing  from  the  manner 
of  making  the  demand  and  substantiating  the  charge,  it  will 
be  seen  by  recurring  to  the  27th  Article  of  the  Treaty  that 
Murder,  and  Forgery  are  the  only  offences  mentioned  in  it. 
They  are  offences  respecting  the  definition  of  which  there  is  no 
room  for  controversy ;  the  law  books  of  both  nations  having  long 
since  fixed  their  meaning  with  technical  precision.  The  evidence 
that  would  be  sufficient  to  convict  a  man  upon  a  charge  of 
mutiny  or  piracy,  would  not  in  the  Courts  of  either  Country 
convict  him  of  Murder,  and  the  forms  of  trial  are  moreover 
essentially  different.  Murder  if  committed  within  a  country 
subject  to  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  England  is  a  case  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Treaty;  but  it  is  silent  as  to  mutiny  and 
Piracy,  one  of  which  the  public  papers  announce  the  person 
surrendered  has  since  expiated  by  his  Death.  The  question  then 
recurs  with  increased  solemnity,  did  the  Treaty  leave  the 
Executive  no  alternative  but  to  choose  between  the  sacrifice  of 
a  Man,  and  the  violation  of  our  engagements  with  a  Foreign 
Elation.  The  form  of  the  trial  is  the  only  explication  to  which 
the  public  can  at  present  resort.  It  gives  too  much  cause  for 
an  opinion  which  is  generally  received,  that  he  was  not  tried 
for,  and  convicted  of  murder.  The  proceedings  appear  to  have 
been  summary,  and  before  a  tribunal  where  the  accused  was 
not  allowed  the  assistance  of  Counsel,  and  the  humane  indul- 
gence of  an  appeal  to  the  consciences  of  an  impartial,  and 
upright  jury. 
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There  is  another  view  in  which  the  transaction  has  afforded 
anxiety  to  the  better  kind  of  Federalists.^     It  is  apprehended 
by  some,  and  believed  by  others  that  the  offence  if  called  in  the 
demand  of  the  British  Minister  by  the  name  of  Murder,  was 
never-the  less  not  a  Murder  within  the  contemplation  of  the 
Treaty,  it  having  been  committed  on  the  High  Seas,  and  con- 
sequently as  much  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
as  of  Great  Britain.     The  words  of  our  constitution  are  "Con- 
gress shall  have  power"  &ca.  "To  define  and  punish  Piracies 
and  Felonies  committed  on   the  High  seas,   and  offences   agt. 
the  law  of  J^ations."     The  provisions  made  by  the  Legislature 
in  pursuance  of  this  constitutional  power  is  to  be  found  in  the 
8th.9th.l0th.llth.&  12th.  Sections  of  "an  act  for  the  punishment 
of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,"  passed  the  30th. 
of  April  1790.    If  the  offence  was  not  committed  clearly  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  Great   Britain  the   surrender   might   have 
been  refused  without  violating  the  public  faith,  or  shewing  a 
disposition  to  screen  a  man  (whether  Citizen  or  Alien)  alledged 
to   be  guilty,   from   the   punishment   which  his   crimes   might 
justly  be  thought  to  merit.     The  answer  would  have  been  a 
sufficient   one,   that   the   case   is   not  within  the   Treaty;    Our 
courts  have  cognizance  of  the  Offence,  the  person  demanded  is 
in  custody,  and  shall  forthwith  be  proceeded  against  according 
to  law.     Here  it  is  true  (and  may  the  inestimable  importance 
of  its  truth  be  never  erased  from  our  minds)  he  would  have 
had  the  privilege  of  a  trial  by  jury — of  being  reputed  innocent 
until  the  contrary  appeared — of  being  aided  by  Counsel — of 
shewing  his  citizenship  (if  such  was  the  fact)  and  that  he  was 
forced    into    the    British    Service    by   violence,    and    detained 
against    his    consent — and    withal    the    independence    of    the 
Country,   and  the  constitutional   barrier  which   separates   the 
Executive  from  the  judicial  authority  would  have  remained 
unimpaired. 

The  rational  and  sound  part  of  the  community  deeply  lament 
that  a  different  course  has  been  preferred,  and  that  in  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States  there  was  found  a  Judge  so  in- 
sensible of  the  dignity  of  his  station,  and  so  regardless  of  the 


^John  Steele,  as  a  Federalist,  was  concerned  as  to  the  influence 
the  case  would  have  upon  Federalist  party  fortunes. 
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duties  incident  to  tliat  sacred  trust,  as  to  participate  in  the 
in  human  and  unprecedented  act  with  no  other  apology  than 
that  it  was  ^'advised  and  requested''  by  another  Department. 
The  name  of  such  a  Judge  is  a  stain  upon  the  justice  of  the 
United  States.  When  remembered  by  posterity,  it  will  be  in 
connection  with  this  disgraceful  prostration  of  the  High 
authority  wherewith  his  country  in  an  evil  hour  had  entrusted 
him. 

From  the  class  of  men  susceptible  of  feelings,  and  sentiments 
like  these  are  excluded  violent  Federalists  who  in  the  rage  of 
party  spirit  admit  nothing  to  be  wrong  when  sanctioned  by  the 
Administration,  and  another  set  of  men  opposed  to  these  but 
equally  intemperate,  and  unreasonable  who  affect  to  see  nothing 
right  in  the  exercise  of  Executive  power,  although  always 
secretly  gratified  when  great  mistakes  are  committed.  This 
mistake  unfortunately  cannot  now  be  recalled;  the  seal  of 
Death  as  'it  respects  the  victim  has  forever  closed  the  trans- 
action!  All  that  can  be  expected  from  discussion  therefore 

is,  to  avoid  the  like  in  future.  To  this  end,  let  the  President 
be  superior  to  the  suggestions  of  Party  spirit,  and  the  presump- 
tuous demands  of  Foreign  Agents.  Let  him  hearken  only  to 
the  counsels  of  wisdom  and  truth.  Let  his  decision  be  founded 
on  the  maxims  of  justice,  and  National  independence,  and  his 
administration  will  deserve,  and  thenceforth  receive  the  grate- 
ful support  of  a  free,  virtuous,  and  enlightened  people. 

A  Federalist. 
Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Priestmanfs  Case 

Fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  are  prosecuted  in  the  name 
of  the  United  States;  they  are  intended  as  punishments  for 
oifences  against  the  public,  and  of  course  come  within  the 
general  power  of  the  President  to  pardon.  This  power  is  com- 
petent to  remit  the  whole,  or  a  part,  upon  payment  of  costs,  or 
without  &ca.  The  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
the  cases  referred  to  him  by  law  is  analogous  to  that  vested  in 
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the  President,  except  perhaps  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of 
exercising  it.  The  President  may  pardon  and  remit  at  any 
time,  before  or  after  trial;  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  can  interpose  except  according  to  the  particu- 
lar forms  prescribed  by  law.  The  extent  of  the  power  to  be 
exercised  is  the  same.  That  is  to  say,  each  has  the  power  'Ho 
mitigate  or  remit  such  fine,  forfeiture,  penalty  or  disability, 
or  any  part  thereof,  and  to  direct  the  prosecution  if  any  shall 
have  been  commenced,  to  cease  or  be  discontinued  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  he  may  deem  reasonable  and  just/' 
If  it  is  intended  that  a  petitioner  should  pay  the  costs,  and  any 
part  of  the  penalty,  it  will  be  proper  to  state  it  specially  in  the 
act  of  pardon  or  remission  whether  by  the  President  or  Secre- 
tary. The  Comptroller  is  not  well  enough  acquainted  with  the 
particular  merits  of  Priestman's  case  or  of  the  claim  of  Gideon 
to  give  an  opinion. 

respectfully  submitted^ — 

(signed)  J.  Steele. 

Copy  A.D.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Memorandum  (John  Steele) 

1st.     Comfort  Sands  &  Co.   2  points  vizt.  validity  of  the  award, 

and  interest,  propose  to 
refer  it  to  Congress. 

2d.       Mr.  Kandolph's  letter. 

3d.      Mr.  Felch's  vacancy : — A.  M.  P. 

4th.     Mr.  l^ourse's  Claim. 

5.  Mr.  Ross  for  extra  service. 

6.  Mr.  Meredith's  accots.  last  of  Wovemr. 

7th.     Bank  Columbia.     The  list  has  been  examined,  and  found 

to  agree  with  the  Books  except  cert. 
1^0.  11948  Depd.  $8000  in  the  name  of 
John  M.  President  &ca.  This  Stock 
belongs  no  doubt  to  the  Bank:  but  it 


^Probably  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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is  at  present  creditted  in  an  accot 
separate  from  the  others.  The  direc- 
tions have  been  given  to  the  transfer 
clerk: — for  greater  security  however  it 
would  be  well  to  require  the  Presi- 
dent to  deposit  all  the  original  cer- 
tificates in  the  office  of  the  Sectry. 
of  the  Treasry. 

N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


John  Steele  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^ 

Private  reflections  on  the  Sectys.  note  of  Octor.  1st. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  an  official  controversy — 
I  will  not  do  it.  The  reports  are  made  on  principles  which  I 
stated  to  the  Auditor — ^I  have  since  advocated  them  respectfully, 
and  shall  decline  going  deeper  into  the  subject,  as  I  must  do 
if  the  discussion  is  to  be  official. 

The  Board  can  have  no  jurisdiction.  If  the  credits  are 
legally  passed  the  Commissioners  cannot  refuse  them.  The 
officers  appointed  by  law  to  judge  in  the  case  have  given  their 
judgment ;  a  right  has  therefore  vested  which  they  as  Trustees 
cannot  relinquish.  Whether  that  judgment  is  to  be  carried  into 
effect  or  not  depends  on  the  Sectry.  of  the  Treasury.  I  thought 
it  had  been  a  settled  principle  that  Warrants  issued  hy  the 
Sectry.  of  the  Treasry.  authorized  hy  law  were  to  he  counter- 
signed hy  the  Comptr.  and  credits  certified  hy  the  Comptr. 
authorized  hy  law  were  to  have  their  effect,  each  judging  in  his 
proper  sphere.    In  this  perhaps  I  have  been  mistaken. 

It  is  not  a  question  that  can  affect  the  appropriations  to  the 
value  of  a  single  cent  until  after  the  time  that  it  shall  be  in- 
convenient to  pay  an  annuity  of  8  pr.Ct.,  on  the  present  and 
defer ed  6  pr.Ct.  stock.  Looking  to  that  event  it  becomes  a 
question  of  Economy  and  policy.  It  will  then  (as  it  is  now) 
still  continue  to  be  a  question  for  the  Sectry.  to  determine.    He 


^Probably   to    Secretary    of    the    Treasury    Albert    Gallatin,    who 
assumed  the  office  upon  Jefferson's  appointment  in  April,  1801. 
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must  chuse  between  exorbitant  appropriations  for  frivolous,  and 
unnecessary  expenses,  and  tbe  just,  perhaps  even  the  undisputed 
claims  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  The  only  effect  of  the  construction 
none  thought  new,  is  to  secure,  and  not  increase  the  appro- 
priations. The  character  of  the  Government,  and  especially 
of  the  Treasury  is  deeply  concerned  in  this. 

If  a  reference  of  the  question  is  proper  at  all  it  should 
be  to  the  Attorney  General.  It  is  his  office  to  give  law  opinions. 
If  the  principles  assumed  in  the  report  should  be  declared  by 
him  erroneous,  the  errors  may  be  corrected  by  after  state- 
ments. The  Secty.  will  consider  whether  it  would  be  regular, 
or  consistent  to  re-examine  the  accounts  (in  the  present  stage 
of  the  business)  and  issue  warrants  for  a  part,  and  reserve  them 
on  a  part.  This  would  be  calling  upon  the  Comptr.  to  do  what 
he  refuses  himself  to  do  in  similar  circumstances;  that  is  to 
sign  a  warrant  in  favor  of  individuals  for  more,  and  in  favor 
of  the  Fund  for  less  than  in  his  judgment  the  law  authorizes. 
If  the  warrants  are  issued,  they  shall  however  be  countersigned. 
The  form  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  me. 

While  the  revenues  are  equal  to  all  demands,  it  is  less  material 
which  construction  obtains,  when  they  shall  happen  not  to  be 
so  mine  will  ensure  certainty  and  effect  to  the  Fund,  and  of 
course  appears  to  me  for  that  reason  more  conformable  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Institution  than  the  other.  This  is  the  naked  point 
of  difference  to  which  discussion  shd.  be  confined.  I  can  dis- 
cover no  rational  principles  of  calculation  by  which  the  appro- 
priations are  at  all  liable  to  be  affected  until  after  the  period 
when  the  stock  bearing  a  present  interest  of  6  pr.Ct.  shall  be  re- 
deemed, which  cannot  well  be  (supposing  the  instalments  of 
the  Foreign  debt  to  be  regularly  paid  as  they  fall  due)  sooner 
than  the  year  1818.  Then  it  is  certain  there  will  be  a  surplus, 
if  the  Fund  receives  interest  upon  the  part  redeemed,  which 
may  be  disposed  of  in  purchases,  and  not  before  according  to 
my  view  of  the  subject.  This  supposes  the  sales  of  land  not 
to  be  considerable. 

The  subject  is  regularly  before  the  Secty.  and  he  will  no 
doubt  do  what  is  right  and  in  the  way  he  thinks  most  proper. 
He  will  I  trust  do  me  the  justice  to  suppose  that  if  I  am  in  an 
error  it  is  one  of  the  most  pardonable  kind,  and  in  which  I  can 
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have  no  motive  to  persevere  after  being  convinced.  Tlie  ob- 
servations wbicb  I  bave  taken  the  freedom  to  make  will  I  am 
sure  be  considered  with  the  same  spirit  of  candor  and  confidence 
which  dictated  them. 

Respectfully  submitted 

Jno.  Steele. 
The  Sectry.  of  the  Treasury. 

A.D.S.  Steele  Papers,  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Expenses  Incident  to  the  Removal  of  the 
Seat  of  Government^ 

45441  appropriated  by  the  act  of  March  19.1798,  for  the  ex- 
pense incident  to  the  removal  of  the  books  and  records 
of  the  Treasury  Department  and  for  the  rent  of  a 
House  for  several  of  the  Offices  near  Gray's  ferry  on 
the  Schuylkill  in  the  year  1797.* 

250."  appropriated  by  the  act  of  May  22,  1798.  for  indemni- 
fying Joseph  N^ourse  Register  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
extra  expense  incurred  by  him  in  removing  his  family 
from  Philadelphia  in  the  years  1793  &  1797  and  for 
the  extra  expense  incurred  by  him  in  attending  to  the 
business  of  his  office  during  the  same  periods. 

**Mr.  Simmons  thinks  the  rent  of  the  House  occu- 
pied by  the  War  Department  in  1797  near  the  Falls  of 
Schuykill  was  four  hundred  dollars. 

441.35  appropriated  by  an  act  of  March  2.  1799,  for  the  ex- 
penses of  removing  the  Department  of  State  in  the 

year  1798  from  Philada.  to  Trenton. 
»** 

4.400.  "  appropriated  by  the  last  mentioned  act  for  a  similar 
object  in  relation  to  the  Treasury  Department  in  the 
same  year. 


^These  accounts  in  the  nands  of  Steele,  as  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  relate  to  expenditures  incident  to  the  removal  of  the 
government  offices  from  Philadelphia  during  the  yellow  fever 
scourge  which  visited  that  city  during  the  years   1793   and   1797. 

See  Schouler,  J.,  History  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  1,  253-255,  for 
account. 
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3.222.43  appropriated  by  tlie  last  mentioned  act  for  a  similar 
object  in  relation  to  the  War  Department  in  the  same 
year. 
427.48  appropriated  by  tbe  last  mentioned  act  for  a  similar 
object  in  relation  to  the  Navy  Department  in  the  same 
year. 
178.70  appropriated  by  the  last  mentioned  act  for  a  similar 
object  in  relation  to  the  Loan  Office  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  same  year. 
508.60  appropriated  by  an  act  of  May  7.1800,  for  the  ex- 
penses of  removing  the  Department  of  State,  in  the 
year  1799  from  Philada.  to  Trenton. — 
*  (pencil  note)       250 —     Simmons  pd.  in  1799 
Suppd.  400—  ]^o  11001  & 

1104:41  Kent  for  his  office 
on  the  ridge  road 
See  report  No.  10931 

**]^ote  on  attached  slip. 
***Pencil  JSTote:      5175.13 

4400 


775.13    pd    out    ordinary    contingent 

fund. 
775.13  pd  out  ordinary  contingent  fund. 
6,000.00  appropriated  by  the  last  mentioned  act  for  a  similar 
object  in  relation  to  the  Treasury  Department  in  the 
same  year. 
4,426.56  appropriated  by  the  last  mentioned  act  for  a  similar 
object  in  relation  to  the  War  Department  in  the  same 
year. 
1,254.59  appropriated  by  the  last  mentioned  act  for  a  similar 
object  in  relation  to  the  Navy  Department  in  the  same 
year. 
674.52  appropriated  by  the  last  mentioned  act  for  a  similar 
object  in  relation  to  the  General  Post   Office  in  the 
same  year. 
306."     appropriated  by  the  last  mentioned  act  for  a  similar 
object  in  relation  to  the  Loan  Office  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  same  year. 
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1,756.97  appropriated  by  the  last  mentioned  act,  for  the  ex- 
penses of  tlie  Post  Master  at  Philada.  in  removing  his 
Office  to  a  more  healthy  part  of  the  City,  and  for  the 
increased  expenses  in  attending  to  the  duties  of  his 
Office,  in  the  years  1793,  1797,  1798  and  1799.— 
*Marginal  note  embracing  the  last  seven  items : 

Appropriation  for  1799  including  expenses  of  the 
Postmaster  at  Philada.  in  1793,  1797,  1798  &  1799. 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


List 


Apply  these  to  my  last — ^I'll  fill  the  blanks  occasionally 


1  Antonius 

2  Aurelius 

3  Cassius 

4  Brutus 

5  Scipio 

6  Spado 

7  Ludovicus 

8  Justian 

9  Commodus 

10  Cateline 

11  Decemvir 

12  Columbus 

13  Benedict 


Davie 
Grove 
T.  Blount 
J.  G.  B. 

Spaighte 
J.  L.  Taylor 
D.  Carthy 

Alfred  Moore 
Colo'.  Bead. 
Alex  Martin 
Haywood 
Treasr. 


I  may  fill  the  blanks  &  may  add  moore. 
N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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Legal  Notes  (By  John  Steele)   [Marhury  vs.  Madison^^ 

IN^otes  on  tlie  rule  to  shew  cause  why  commissions  (shall) 
not  issue  to  certain  persons  appointed  Justices  of  the  peace 
(by)  the  late  President. 

1st.  By  the  constitution  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and 
Superior  courts  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour. 
The  law  under  which  these  men  were  appointed  limitted  their 
terms  of  service  to  five  years  (and)  they  are  of  course  not 
Judges  within  the  meaning  of  (the)  constitution,  or  the  law  in 
this  respect  is  unconstitutional. 

2d.  The  persons  contemplated  by  the  constitution  to  hold 
their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  are  Judges  of  courts  only. 
These  Justices  are  conservators  of  the  peace  and  not  Judges 
of  any  court : — They  exercise  a  certain  portion  of  judicial 
power  out  of  court,  so  do  tax  collectors  when  it  is  necessary  to 
destrain,  so  do  Militia  officers  in  relation  to  fines,  and  the 
Auditor  &  Comptr.  in  cases  between  the  United  States  and 
Individuals.  These  are  only  cited  to  shew  that  all  persons  who 
exercise  powers  in  their  nature  judicial  are  not  Judges  in  the 
sense  of  the  constitution  to  make  them  independent  of  the 
Executive. 

3d.  The  act  of  the  27th.  of  Febry.  1801  gives  the  circuit 
(court)  cognizance  of  all  causes  which  can  arise  within  the 
Dist.  of  Columbia.  Criminal  cases — Cases  in  law  &  Equity. 
Cases  of  a  civil  nature  at  com.  law  or  in  Equity  in  which  the 
United  States  are  plaintiffs  or  complainants.  Maritime  cases. 
The  Judges  of  this  court  have  also  a  certain  compensation  fixed 
for  their  services  which  cannot  be  diminished  during  their  con- 
tinuance in  office.  On  this  point  the  constitution  is  as  impera- 
tive as  in  relation  to  the  tenure  of  office. 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


^Though  this  famous  case  arose  in  1801  just  as  Jefferson's  admin- 
istration began,  it  did  not  reach  a  decision  before  1803.  In  the 
meantime  political  interest  in  the  issue  involved  was  becoming 
intense.  For  the  case  in  full  see  Cranch,  William,  U.  8.  Supreme 
Court  Reports,  Vol.  I.  Also  see  Beveridge,  A.  J.,  Life  of  John 
Marshall,  Vol.  Ill,  chap.  3,  for  a  critical  analysis  of  the  case. 
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Fragment 
D',  Sir, 

The  only  return  in  my  power  to  make  at  present  for  tlie 
noble  favor  of  your  letter  of  tlie  — *^.  ult^.  is  to  offer  you  my 
thanks  and  to  hope  that  you  will  have  an  agreeable  session. 
The  longer  you  reflect  the  more  I  am  sure  you  will  be  confirmed 
in  the  opinion  that  it  is  best  to  guard  ag*.  innovation  of  all 
kinds  and  especially  in  the  administration  of  justice.  One 
obvious  advantage  of  this  plan  is,  that  if  we  do  not  advance 
we  shall  at  least  not  go  backward  and  w^hen  the  times  become 
more  temperate  the  way  will  be  open  to  introduce  permanent 
and  solid  improvements.  Changes  in  the  leading  measures  of 
a  Gov*,  such  for  instance  as  those  you  mention  to  me  before 
the  Legislature,  a  new  organization  of  its  courts  &  its  revenues 
sh^.  at  all  times  be  made  with  caution  because  the  injuries  to 
be  apprehended  from  any  mistake  in  the  departments  are  dif- 
ficult to  be  redressed  in  proportion  to  their  extensive  and  inti- 
mate connection  with  all  the  rights  and  interests  of  society. 
Reason  and  experience  are  our  safest,  indeed  our  only  safe 
guides.  Whenver  these  concur,  and  happen  to  have  influences 
to  lead  the  way,  we  cannot  go  far  astray ;  I  w^.  be  understood  to 
mean  the  reason  of  wise  men,  for  even  in  this  age  of  reason  it 
will  not  be  thought,  I  hope,  a  solecism  to  say  that  it  is  a  scarce 
ingredient  in  the  presumptions  of  our  political  Enemies.  With 
respect  to  the  change  in  the  land  tax  it  is  a  suff*.  objection  to 
say  that  perfect  equality  in  impracticable.  As  well  almost 
might  the 

(Fragment,  no  address,  date,  or  signature)  Steele's  hand- 
writing. 

Steele  Papers.     N.  C.  Historical  Society. 
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Statement  of  Transaction,^  (John  Steele  and  Joseph  Chambers) 

Whereas  the  said  Jos.  Chambers  did  on  or  about  the  7th  of 
the  present  month  October — purchase  of  a  certain  James  Cun- 
ningham as  Agent  of  Lady  Skipworth^  of  the  State  of  Virginia 
thirty  seven  negroes  of  difft.  ages  and  sexes  as  described  in  a 
schedule  signed  and  delivered  by  the  said  Cunningham  for 
which  negroes  the  sd.  Jos.  Chambers  on  the  day  above  men- 
tioned, contracted  to  pay  the  sum  of  $9050  and  did  pay  the 
said  Cunningham  a  part  of  the  consideration  in  money  and 
gave  his  bond  payable  on  the  1st  day  of  Jany.  and  for  the 
balance  that  is  to  say,  for  the  sum  of  [out]  or  thereabouts,  with 
John  Steele  and  Edwd.  Chambers^  his  securities  therein : — ^And 
whereas  the  said  Jos.  Chambers  hath  since  the  time  of  be- 
coming possessed  of  the  said  negroes  by  the  purchase  above 
mentioned,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  sold 
and  delivered  l^ineteen  of  the  said  N^egroes,  of  difft.  ages  and 
sexes  as  described  in  a  schedule  signed  and  delivered  by  him 
to  the  said  John  Steele  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  said 
negroes  and  witnessed  by  Lewis  Beard  Esqr.  for  the  sum  of 
$4515 : — N^ow  the  condition  of  the  foregoing  obligation  is  such 
that  if  the  above  bounden  John  Steele,  his  heirs,  Exrs.  and 
Admrs.  shall  well  and  truly  pay  to  the  said  Jos.  Chambers  the 
said  sum  of  $4515  at  and  upon  the  receipt  of  a  good  and 
sufficient  bill  of  sale  for  the  said  nineteen  negroes  described  in 
the  schedule  above  mentioned,  containing  a  genl.  warranty  or 
warranties  that  they  are  clear  of  all  incumbrances  of  every 
nature  and  kind  whatsoever,  and  that  they  are  slaves  for  life — 
And  upon  the  further  condition  that  the  said  sum  of  $4515  be 


^The  date  of  the  above  document  is  very  uncertain.  Joseph 
Chambers  was  Government  Factor  to  the  Choctaw  Indians,  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  between  1802  and  1808,  though  he  seems  to  have 
made  business  journeys  to  the  North  during  these  years.  On  such 
journeys  he  probably  bought  slaves  in  the  upper  Southern  states 
for  trade  purposes  in  the  lower  South.  After  1808  he  was  a  resident 
again  of  Rowan,  and,  in  1810,  represented  Salisbury  in  the 
Commons.  The  endorsements  on  the  back  of  the  manuscript  show 
that  Steele,  in  1805,  used  it  for  memoranda. 

^Probably  the  widow  of  Sir  William  Skipwith,  Baronet,  of  "Prest- 
wood,"  Mecklenburg  County,  Virginia.  See  Virginia  Historical 
Collections,  X,  380. 

^Brother  to  Joseph  Chambers  and  a  farmer  in  Rowan  County. 
Rumple,  316. 
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applied  towards  the  discliarge  of  the  bond  given  to  James  Cun- 
ningham as  above  mentioned  so  as  to  exonerate  the  said  John 
Steele  from  his  securityship  therein  then  this  obligation  to  be 
void  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Endorsed : 

Warrant  in  favor  of  Alexr.  McCorkle  241114  acres  on 
Mounting  Creek — Waters  of  Duck  river. 

Samuel  McCorkle  AVarrant  2731 — for  1000  acres  on  Eains's 
creek — Waters  of  Tennessee. 

Samuel  McCorkle  Warrant  2132 — for  1500  acres  on  same 
creek — both  transferred,  one  to  Alexander  McCorkle — the  other 
to  John  McCorkle. 

The  bearer  Jos.  Brown  being  afflicted  with  the  palsy  and 
destitute  of  any  means  of  subsistence  except  by  the  exhibition 
of  a  most  extraordinary  and  curious  animal  called  the  Bison, 
never  seen  in  this  part  of  the  country  before,  begs  leave  to 
solicit  the  benevolent  and  charitable  inhabitants  of  Salisbury 
for  their  humane  patronage,  not  doubting  but  they  will  afford 
him  that  help  in  his  distress  which  in  similar  circumstances  of 
adversity  they  would  hope  and  expect  for  themselves. 

Ellis's  Crops 

3803— Willis  Ellis— 10  acres  high  land— sold  L.  B.  11000  W 

1804 — Crop  indifferent  owing  to  the  season. 

1805— About  24  acres —sold  in  all  abt.  24000W  This  yr.  Ander- 
son sold  9000  Wcotton— &  2000  WTobo.  and  cribbed  40 
waggon  Loads  of  corn  in  shucks  with  the  following 
hands — A.  Ellis — J.  Tab — one  negroe  fellow — and  one 
negro  girl  who  helped  to  cook,  milk  &ca. 
Bill  of  scantling  for  a  cotton  Machine 
6  pieces  8  feet  long — 17  inches  by  4. 

John  Steele  Papers.  Collections  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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Notes  by  John  Steele  [On  Court  System^'] 

I  am  fully  and  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the 
subject  which  is  now  before  the  house,  and  for  that  reason  shall 
not  advance  any  opinion  which  I  do  not  believe  to  be  correct. 
I  shall  also  endeavor  to  make  my  observations  as  concise  as 
possible.  Those  who  think  they  have  power  to  do  what  they 
will,  are  very  apt  to  be  tempted  to  do  what  they  OUGHT  N^OT  : 
— the  freer  we  are  therefore  from  exterior  control,  the  more 
cautious  and  vigilant  in  guarding  against  those  selfish  passions 
which  are  apt  to  tempt  us  to  abuse  that  power. 

The  Administration  of  Justice  is  a  subject  which  affects  the 
interests  and  order  of  society  more  deeply  and  more  perma- 
nently than  any  other  that  can  come  before  the  Legislature. 
Upon  its  impartiality,  or  in  other  words  upon  the  sense  which 
men  in  a  state  of  society  have  of  their  own  security  depends 
the  liberty  of  every  individual.  In  order  therefore  to  make 
every  individual  feel  himself  perfectly  secure  in  the  possession 
of  his  rights  it  is  indispensable  that  the  Courts  of  superior 
jurisdiction  should  be  held  not  only  by  proper  characters;  but 
that  they  should  be  rendered  as  much  as  possible  free  from 
influence,  as  well  Legislative  and  Executive  as  popular  and 
personal.  It  is  because  large  districts  afford  much  greater 
security  against  every  improper  bias,  than  single  counties,  that 
we  are  in  favor  of  our  present  system  and  deprecate  the  in- 
tended change  (torn)  in  the  degree  of  security  which  every 
man  would  feel  may  be  realized  by  supposing  a  state  of  civil 
commotion  to  exist  in  our  country,  and  who'  can  say  that  this 
will  not  be  the  case,  perhaps  we  are  doomed  to  experience  it 
before  very  long.  In  such  a  state  of  things  our  principal 
security,  indeed  our  only  security  for  every  thing  that  we  hold 


^Steele  was  a  member  of  the  State  Commons  in  1806  when  the 
State's  court  system,  created  in  1777,  was  amended.  The  old  law 
divided  the  State  for  judicial  purposes  into  six  districts,  a  town 
being  selected  in  each  at  which  a  court  was  to  be  held  twice  a  year. 
The  law  of  1806  ordered  a  session  of  the  Superior  Court  for  each 
county  twice  a  year,  thus  for  the  first  time  bringing  justice  to  the 
doors  of  the  people.  Steele  opposed  the  change,  his  arguments  for 
the  old  system  appearing  in  the  above  notes.  The  new  court 
system  makes  up  the  first  chapter  of  the  laws  of  1806. 

Vol.  2—26 
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estimable  in  society  would  consist  in  tlie  virtue  and  impartiality 
of  our  juries — tlie  firmness  and  patriotism  of  our  courts. 

Tlie  weakness  and  fluctuating  nature  of  tlie  other  two  de- 
partments of  our  Government  renders  it  tlie  more  necessary  that 
our  Judiciary  should  be  equal  in  its  operations  to  every  emer- 
gency— In  times  of  commotion  emergencies  might  occur  which 
the  County  Court  system  would  be  totally  incompetent  to  meet. 
"No  case  can  be  supposed  in  which  the  present  system  would  be 
so.  Its  preservation  therefore  is  necessary  with  reference  to 
the  purposes  of  social  order,  and  its  value  should  be  enhanced 
in  the  estimation  of  all  who  are  friendly  to  the  form  of  our 
State  Government,  inasmuch  as  it  renders  the  constitution  com- 
petent and  changes  unnecessary.  The  constitution  is  perhaps 
liable  to  objections  in  the  opinion  of  some — Yet  while  other 
States  are  making  and  unmaking  we  have  adhered  to  it  from 
a  kind  of  reverence  which  we  feel  for  the  times  in  which  it  was 
adopted — for  the  characters  of  the  illustrious  men  who  adopted 
it. — Considerations  entitled  to  peculiar  regard  and  which  apply 
with  equal  force  to  the  present  Court  system.  JSTeither  of  them 
may  perhaps  be  perfect : — but  both  I  pronounce  to  be  among 
the  most  perfect  in  existence,  and  infinitely  more  safe  than  the 
one  on  your  table. 

Innovation. 

The  grand  bulwark  of  this  and  every  other  free  country  is 
opinion — The  opinion  which  the  people  entertain  of  their  own 
Virtue — their  own  security — their  own  power — and  above  all 
the  veneration  which  they  feel  for  their  civil  institutions. 
Undermine  or  in  any  manner  unsettle  this  opinion  by  innova- 
tion and  the  destruction  of  liberty  is  more  than  half  accom- 
plished. Innovations  should  always  be  viewed  therefore  with 
distrust  and  never  admitted  in  so  important  a  part  of  our 
system  but  upon  the  most  indisputable  proofs  of  necessity. 
The  evils  to  be  remedied  should  be  manifest  and  extreme,  the 
remedy  proposed  should  be  such  as  would  leave  nothing  at 
hazard.  If  these  maxims  are  correct,  the  first  safety  of  a 
•State  consists  in  avoiding  the  councils  (torn)  signs  of  inno- 
vation in  antient  and  established  forms  and  laws,  concerning 
the  administration  of  justice  and  thereby  leaving  its  course 
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clear  and  undisturbed.  Alterations  which  are  not  positively- 
bad  but  indifferent  should  also  be  discouraged,  for  every  altera- 
tion in  the  permanent  institutions  of  a  country  which  is  not  an 
improvement  is  an  injury.  I  shall  therefore  be  excused  for 
pronouncing  this  a  plan  calculated  to  unsettle  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  and  increased  litigation,  rather  than  to  afford 
any  solid  advantage  to  the  mass  of  the  people. 

Trial  by  Jury. 
Extracts. 

"The  privilege  of  trial  by  jury  is  the  most  considerable  a 
nation  can  enjoy: — it  protects  the  inferior  people  from  the 
violence  of  the  great  and  from  the  oppression  and  caprice  of 
those  who  are  armed  with  power." 

Instead  therefore  of  the  County  court  system  being  favorable 
to  the  poor  it  is  essential  to  their  interest  and  safety  that  it  shd. 
not  take  place.  The  distance  which  the  poorest  man  in  the 
community  may  possibly  have  to  travel  on  the  present  plan  is 
much  more  than  balanced  by  the  security  which  he  enjoys  of 
having  a  fair  trial — a  trial  in  which  he  is  equally  secure  agt. 
the  wiles  of  interest,  and  what  occurs  much  more  frequently  and 
is  therefore  more  to  be  apprehended  the  prejudices  of  passion — 
Abolish  this  system  and  you  leave  the  poor  without  protection 
to  the  rapacity  of  every  assailant  who  might  feel  a  motive  for 
trampling  their  rights  under  foot. 

Jury  Continued. 
Extract. 

"The  office  and  power  of  a  jury  are  judicial,  they  only  are 
the  Judges  from  whose  sentence  the  indicted  are  to  expect  life 
or  death.  Upon  their  integrity  and  understanding  the  lives  of  all 
that  are  brought  into  judgment  do  ultimately  depend.  By 
finding  guilty  or  not  guilty  they  do  compleatly  resolve  both  the 
law  and  the  fact."  Jurors  should  therefore  be  free  from  all 
manner  of  obligations,  affections,  relations  and  prejudices." 

Eulogy  upon  trial  by  jury — Eng.  revo.  Am.  revo. 

And  because  the  new  system  does  not  afford  the  same  security 
for  having  Juries  of  the  above  description,  that  it  is  exception- 
able, and  greatly  exceptionable. — 
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^ew  System. 

Comment  upon  it — its  dress  delusive — 

Six  Judges  cannot  do  the  business — The  affected  limitation 
unworthy  of  serious  refutation— Expose  this  attempt,  Judges — 
Solicitors — Clerks — 

Each  Judge  must  attend — Courts  in  a  year — they  cannot 
do  it — of  consequence  next  session  will  have  to  appoint  as 
many  more — 

To  say  that  this  is  delusive  is  too  mild  a  term — it  holds  the 
bill  out  to  the  people  in  false  colors  and  is  deceptive. — 

But  is  the  Change  JSTecessary. 

Refer  to  the  official  statements  to  show  that  it  is  not. — 

Morgan  district.  Salisbury  district.  Ase  [Ashe?] — ^Lin- 
coln— Surry — Cabarrus — Iredell — Montgomery — Mecklenburgh 
— Speak  of  all  the  statements — they  demonstrated  that  the  com- 
plaints are  groundless  and  imaginary. — And  therefore  that  they 
most  originate  from  other  motives  than  those  avowed — 

The  people  have  no  complaints — but  a  few  who  have  assumed 
their  name  and  speak  for  them  have  many — The  people  how- 
ever as  in  all  such  cases  will  be  made  to  pay — 

Demonstrate  this  in  the  article  of  Jurors — 

And  what  is  this  bill  to  repeal  ? 

One  of  the  most  antient  and  fundamental  laws  of  our  country 
— In  existence  long  before  the  revolution — reenacted  after — 
And  left  to  us  with  the  constitution — left  to  us  sealed  with  the 
blood  of  those  heroes  and  statesmen  who  established  our  liberty 
— that  Liberty  we  now  enjoy. — 1776. 

Antient  laws. 
Historical  fact. 

"When  a  famous  city  in  the  East  had  submitted  to  the  all- 
conquering  sword  &c. 

An  example  which  shd.  inculcate  moderation,  and  not  un- 
worthy of  imitation  by  men  who  feel  the  influence  of  their 
power. — 

In  common  usage  the  word  "crimes"  is  made  to  denote  such 
offences  as  are  of  a  deeper  and  more  attrocious  dye;  while 
smaller  faults  and  omissions  of  less  consequence  are  comprized 
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under  tlie  gentler  names  of  '^misdemeanors/'  on\j — B.  Yol.  4. 
pa.  5.  Crime  and  Criminal  are  the  terms  applicable  to  tlie  first, 
— Offence  and  Offender  to  the  second.  Our  own  laws  keep  up 
this  distinction — See  Chap.  4.  1795.  See  9th  sec.  for  Crimes — 
13  sec.  for  Offences. — 

I^otes  from  Davis  continued 

These  two  acts  pages  372  &  388  were  passed  for  five  years 
vizt.  from  1768  to  1773  when  they  were  both  re-enacted — see  yr. 
1773  pages  511 — 548 — ^the  4th  section  of  the  latter  contains  very 
nearly  the  apportionment  of  Jurors  for  the  supr.  Cts.  as  at  this 
day,  making  allowance  for  divisions  of  Counties. — 

The  Court  law  here  noted  is  nearly  the  same  as  our  court 
law  of  1777  and  is  evidently  the  system  alluded  to  by  the  word 
''heretofore''  Refer  to  these  two  laws  more  particularly  at 
Raleigh. — 

County  Courts  the  same  jurisdiction  in  offences  agt.  the 
province  by  60th.  section  page  524,  nearly  as  by  the  Court  law 
of  1777 — after  reciting  petit  larcenies,  Breaches  of  peace  &ca. 
''And  other  misdemeanors,  of  what  hind  soever  of  an  inferior 
nature/'  Same  words  used  in  61st  section  of  court  law  of 
1777 — and  the  word  "criminal"  applied  to  higher  offences  the 
phraseology  of  both  almost  exactly  the  same,  and  in  coincidence 
with  the  definition  of  Blackstone  quoted  above. — "Perjury 
felony  and  such  Criminal  causes  where  the  judgement  upon 
conviction'  &ca.  And  "petit  larcenies,  assaults.,  Batteries  and 
other  misdemeanors  of  an  inferior  nature"  &ca. 

In  the  yr.  1774  there  were  two  session  of  Assembly: — ^the 
2d  session  chap.  1  to  establish  county  courts  &ca. 

chap  3  to  establish  courts  of  Oyer  and  genl.  Goal  delivery,  to 
authorize  county  courts  to  appoint  Jurymen  &ca.  refer  to  these 
acts  in  the  Sectys  office — The  laws  bring  the  old  government  to 
its  conclusion. 

Juries. 

Qualifications — Office — Power. 

Kew  trials — Civil  for  legal  appearing  to  the  Court — or 
proved — 
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In  criminal  cases  verdict  of  acquital  cannot  be  set  aside. 

Judges  restrained  hj  Act  1796  cap  4t]i. — 

This  law  renders  it  necessary  that  they  shd.  be  cautious  in 
giving  opinions,  or  granting  new  trials. — 

Admitted  that  changes  are  attended  with  some  degree  of  in- 
convenience— to  whom? 

To  the  State — Judges — Additional  Jurors — 

Clients. — Old  clerhs. 

Hazard  too 

Unconstitutionality. — Limitation — 
good  behaviour — adequate  salaries — 


Legal  Notes  hy  John  Steele 

Constitution  of  Courts. 

Insures  justice  speedily,  with  as  little  injury  as  possible  to 
the  master. 

Masters  interest  &  convenience  promoted. 

Loss  of  labour — costs — &c. 

Delays  injurious  to  Master. 

Misdemeanor. 

Jury  must  decide  in  both  courts.  Master  as  safe  in  one  as 
in  the  other. 

Effect  of  delays  in  cases  of  insurrection.     Guards. 

County  Courts  must  be  humble  indeed. 

Courts  martial. 


Notes  hy  John  Steele 

'Notes. 

Those  who  have  power  to  do  what  they  will,  are  very  apt  to 
do  what  they  ought  not.  The  freer  we  are  therefore  from  con- 
trol the  more  cautious  we  shd.  be  not  to  abuse  our  powers. 

Prejudice  agt.  Towns — examine  the  origin  of  this,  and  show 
its  unreasonableness  from  history. 
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Large  districts  less  liable  to  be  agitated  by  improper  passions 
than  small  ones.  Foreign  influence  more  likely  to  have  effect 
too  in  small  than  large  districts.  Witness  the  fatal  effects  of 
the  largesses  and  bribes  of  the  persians  in  Athens  and  Sparta — 
If  foreign  [wiles  ?]  shd.  ever  be  practised  upon  us — and  who  can 
[say]  they  will  not — the  freedom  of  opinion — ^of  speech — of  the 
press — will  leave  virtuous  but  obnoxious  public  characters  no 
security  but  in  the  virtue  of  juries — the  firmness  and  patriotism 
of  our  courts. — 

Constitution  of  liable  to  objections  in  the  opinion  some — ^Yet 
while  other  states  are  making  and  unmaking  we  have  adhered 
to  it  from  a  kind  of  reverence  which  we  feel  for  the  times  in 
which  it  was  adopted— for  the  characters  of  the  men  who  pre- 
pared it. 

Considerations  entitled  to  peculiar  regard,  and  which  apply 
with  equal  force  to  the  Court  system.  IsTeither  of  them  may 
be  perhaps  perfect,  but  both  are  among  the  most  perfect  in 
existence. 

It  is  a  subject  which  affects  the  interests  and  order  of 
society  more  deeply  and  more  permanently  than  any  other  that 
could  come  before  the  Legislature.  It  is  an  alteration  without 
an  improvement — and  every  alteration  in  permanent  institu- 
tions of  a  country  which  is  not  an  improvement  is  an  injury — 
I  shall  therefore  be  excused  for  pronouncing  it,  a  plan  to 
unsettle,  and  not  to  advance  the  admiration  of  justice. 

The  real  and  lasting  greatness  of  a  state  does  not  consist  in 
augmenting  its  dominions,  or  extending  its  power,  often  the 
effect  of  Violence  and  injustice — but  in  the  wise  govt,  of  the 
people,  in  rendering  them  secure  in  personal  rights  and  pos- 
sessions. 

The  weakness  of  our  form  of  Govt,  is  a  strong  argument  in 
favor  of  a  stable  judiciary. — One  less  so  than  the  present  wd. 
not  be  competent  to  the  great  purposes  of  social  order — Its 
preservation  therefore  is  essential  inasmuch  as  it  renders  our 
constitution  competent  and  changes  unnecessary. 

An  argument  is  drawn  from  the  example  of  the  other  States ! 
Do  we  repent  our  not  having  copied  them  in  many  other  re- 
spects?— Instance  these — And  when  it  is  evident  that  we  would 
immitate  them  in  these  examples,  why  cite  their  alterations  in 
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the  Courts.  Their  defects  in  one  line  shd.  put  us  on  our  guard 
agt.  their  supposed  virtues — and  induce  to  stand  aloof  from 
both  where  the  inducements  are  not  manifest  and  the  necessity 
urgent. 

Eollin  Yol.  5th.  pa.l67— Life  of  Alexander— The  City  of 
Jerusalem  having  submitted  to  the  all  conquering  sword  of 
Alexander  and  conducted  in  other  respects  to  please  that 
Monarch — he  assembled  the  people  before  he  left  the  City,  and 
bid  them  ask  any  favor  of  him  whatsoever.  They  immediately 
answered  that  their  request  was  ''to  he  allowed  to  enjoy  in  tran- 
quility the  laws,  of  their  Ancestors/'  which  he  immediately 
granted. 

Innovations  shd.  always  be  viewed  with  distrust  and  never 
admitted  but  upon  the  most  indisputable  proofs  of  necessity. 
The  evils  to  be  remedied  shd.  be  manifest  and  extreme — the 
remedy  proposed  shd.  be  such  as  wd.  leave  nothing  at  hazard. 

The  first  safety  of  a  State  consists  in  avoiding  the  Councils 
and  designs  of  innovation  in  antient  and  established  forms  & 
laws  concerning  the  administration  of  justice,  and  thereby 
leaving  its  course  clear  and  undisturbed. 

Political  liberty  is  a  certain  tranquility  of  mind  which  every 
member  of  a  commonwealth  possesses  of  his  own  security. 

We  may  here  with  Rapin  observe  that  this  privilege  of  trial 
by  jury  is  the  most  considerable  a  nation  can  enjoy:  It  protects 
the  inferior  people  from  the  violence  of  the  great  and  from  the 
passion  and  caprice  of  the  sovereign  himself." 

Instead  therefore  of  the  'New  system  being  favourable  to  the 
poor,  it  is  essential  to  their  safety  that  it  shd.  not  take  place. 
The  distance  which  a  poor  man  is  obliged  to  travel  on  the 
present  plan,  is  much  more  than  balanced  by  the  security  that 
he  gains  of  an  impartial  trial. 

The  office  and  power  of  a  jury  is  Judicial,  they  only  are  the 
judges  from  whose  sentence  the  indicted  are  to  expect  life  or 
death,  upon  their  integrity  and  understanding  the  lives  of  all 
that  are  brought  into  judgment  do  ultimately  depend.  By 
finding  guilty  or  not  guilty  they  do  compleatly  resolve  both  the 
law  &  fact. 

^ow  let  every  man  of  sense  consider  whether  this  method  is 
not  more  proper  for  sifting  out  and  discovering  the  truth,  for 
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finding  out  the  guilty  and  preserving  tlie  innocent,  than  if  the 
whole  decision  were  left  to  the  examination  of  a  Judge,  or  two, 
or  three  whose  interest,  passion,  haste  or  multiplicity  of  busi- 
ness may  easily  lead  them  into  error.  Deservedly  therefore  is 
this  privilege  of  trial  by  juries  ranked  amongst  the  choicest  of 
our  fundamental  laws  which  whosoever  shall  attempt  openly  to 
suppress,  or  craftily  to  undermine  and  render  only  a  formality 
does  ipso  facto  attack  the  government,  he  brings  in  an  arbitrary 
power  and  is  an  enemy  &c. 

Jurors  must  be  free  from  all  manner  of  bondage  obligations, 
affections,  relations,  and  prejudices. 

Examine  Coke's  Institutes. 

Grovt.  &  Liberty  of  the  Colonies — See  Smith's  "Wealth  of 
l^ations,  Yol.  2d.  page  322  and  forwd. 

Upon  the  impartial  administration  of  justice,  or  in  other 
words  the  sense  which  men  in  a  state  of  society  have  of  their 
own  security  depends  the  liberty  of  every  individual.  In  order 
therefore  to  make  every  individual  feel  himself  perfectly  secure 
in  the  possession  of  every  right  which  belongs  to  him,  it  is  not 
only  necessary  that  the  judicial  power  shd.  be  placed  in  proper 
hands,  but  that  it  shd.  be  rendered  as  much  as  possible  free 
from  influence  as  well  Legislative  &  Executive  as  popular  and 
personal. 

!N"otes  from  Davis's  Edition  of  the  laws. 

1st.  Institution  of  courts  consisted  of  One  General  court  of 
law^s  with  a  Chief  Justice  and  associates. 

A  court  of  Chancery  held  by  the  President  or  Governor  & 
Lord  proprietors  deputies — say  President  and  council — see  de- 
cree page  23-24. 

And  Precinct  or  County  Courts. 

This  system  continued  until  about  the  yr.  1738  chap.YI.  when 
circuit  courts  were  established — See  title  of  the  act  page  48. 
These  circuit  continued  with  but  little  variation  as  to  the 
general  outline  until  the  revolution — see  titles  of  Acts  chapters 
1.2.3.  page  167— yr.  1754. 

But  the  province  divided  into  five  several  Supr.  Ct.  districts 
in  1762 — See  title  of  the  act  page  276 — Act  to  amend  and  con- 
tinue this  act  in  1764 — page  327 — And  repealed  by  an  act  to 
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divide  the  province  into  six  Supr.  Ct.  districts.  See  this  act 
at  full  length  page  372 — chap.  1 — ^yr.  1768  and  page  388  same 
jT.  An  act  directing  the  mode  of  appointing  jurymen  &ca.  at 
full  length. — preamble  of  this  act  to  the  purpose. — ''a  just 
decision  great  depends  on  the  integrity  and  capacity  of  Jury- 
men/' Section  4  contains  the  apportionment  of  Jurors  which 
is  material — see  also  notes  at  foot  of  subsequent  alterations. 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Draft  of  Bill  to  Raise  a  Revenue 

An  act  for  raising  a  public  rev.  for  the  supt.  of  Govt,  and  to 
repeal  &c. 

Whereas  settled  rev.  is  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Gov:  Judges  of  the  Supr.  Cts.  and  other  officers  and  persons. 
Be  it  enacted  &c.  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Jany.  next, 
the  followg.  duties,  impositions,  and  taxes  be  collected  and  ac- 
counted for  in  manner  hereafter  pointed  out  and  directed  Yizt. 
For  every  writ  or  leading  process  returnable  in  the  Supr. 
Court  10%  (On  every  m.  license  10%)  On  every  writ  or  leading 
process  in  any  County  court  5%.  On  every  Ordinary  license 
annually  4%— On  every  deed  recorded  in  any  court  5%.  On 
every  grant  which  shall  issue  on  any  entry  hereafter  made  when 
registered  5%.  to  be  reed,  by  the  Register  which  he  shall  accot. 
for  in  the  same  manner  as  clerks  of  courts  accot.  for  the  tax 
on  deeds — On  every  pack  of  playing  cards  imported  or  brought 
into  this  State  8/.  On  every  box  and  dice  kept  in  a  tavern  or 
for  any  person  for  the  purpose  of  gaming  annually  10/.;  for 
every  Billiard  table  £10  annually ;  for  a  genl.  license  to  an  atto. 
£10. — for  a  license  to  practice  in  the  County  courts,  £5.  On 
every  wheel  carriage  kept  for  pleasure,  annually  pr.  wheel  10/. 
for  every  steed  horse  the  sum  demanded  by  the  Owner  for  the 
season  of  one  mare — ^And  that  all  goods  imported  by  land  shall 
pay  the  same  duties  as  if  imported  by  water  &c. 

Sect.  3d.  That  the  Clerks  of  the  sevrl.  courts  of  record  and 
the  registers  be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  demand,  take 
and  receive  the  sd.  taxes — ^And  the  tax  on  marriage  and  Ordinary 
licenses  shall  be  paid  down  before  any  such  are  issued  or  made 
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out  to  the  party  praying  the  same,  and  the  tax  on  deeds  shall 
be  paid  before  any  such  deeds  are  admitted  to  probate,  and  the 
tax  on  writs  and  other  leading  process  shall  be  taxed  in  the  bill 
of  costs,  and  levied  on  the  goods  and  chattels,  lands  and  tenemts. 
of  the  person  or  persons  agt.  whom  judgt.  shall  or  may  be  given, 
or  agt.  plaintiffs  or  persons  discontinuing  his  or  their  suits  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  cots  are  levied  and  recovered — Provided 
that  no  tax  shall  be  collected  from  the  reprs.  of  any  deed, 
plaintiff  by  whose  death  any  action  may  be  abated  and  in  case 
the  defendt.  or  defendts.  are  insufft.  to  pay  said  tax,  tho  judgt. 
is  given  for  the  plaintiff,  yet  he  shall  pay  the  above  tax,  and 
execution  shall  and  may  issue  for  the  same. 

4th.     Clerks  &  Registers  to  give  bond 

5th.  Traders  to  declare  on  oath  the  amot.  of  their  in- 
voices &c. 

6th.     Clerks  to  return  annual  lists  to  the  Treasury. 

7th.     Annual  registry  of  deeds  to  be  returned  &c. 

8th.     Clerks  and  registers,  how  to  accot  commissions. 

9th.     Penalty  for  neglect. 

10th.  Taxes  how  appropriated. 

11th.  Pedlars  not  to  trade  without  permit  from  some  C. 
Court  under  pain  of  forfeit  of  goods. 

12th.  Permit  for  one  yr.  £50.  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
Clerk  &G. 

13th.  Be  it  further  enacted  &c.  that  an  act  entitled  act  to 
suppress  excessive  gam.g.  passed  in  Apl.  1780  be  repealed. 

Passed  in  the  yr.  1784 — See  Iredells  revisal. 

D.S.  Steele's  Handwriting,    N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 
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Charter  for  Gold  Mine 

A  BILLi 

to  incorporate  the  I^ortli  Carolina  Gold  Mine  Company. 

WHEREAS  tlie  Population,  tlie  Agriculture,  the  Commerce 
and  general  Advancement  of  the  State  of  !N"orth  Carolina  may- 
be promoted  by  the  Establishment  of  a  Company,  whose  objects 
are  to  search  for  the  precious  Metals,  in  Grounds  appertaining, 
or  that  may  belong,  to  them,  or  where  they  may  possess  the 
right  of  such  search; 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  !N'orth  Carolina, 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Authority  of  the  same,  that  a 
Company  formed  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  subject  to 
the  following  Provisions,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  incor- 
porated, and  constituted  a  Body  Corporate  and  politic,  by  the 
name  of  The  ISTorth  Carolina  Gold  Mine  Company,  and  by  the 
same  name  shall  have  succession,  till  three  fourths  of  the  Yotes 
of  the  Stock-holders  shall  determine  by  resolution  to  dissolve 
the  said  Company,  and  divide,  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the 
Lands  &  Effects  of  the  said  Company:  And  the  said  Company 
are  hereby  made  capable  in  Law,  and  are  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  purchase;  hold,  use,  and  enjoy  to  them  and  their 
Successors  Lands  Tenements,  Heriditaments,  and  also  all  Goods 
Chattels,  &  Effects  of  whatever  nature,  kind  or  quality  soever 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  Operations  of  the  said  Company  in 
exploring  and  searching  for  Gold  or  other  precious  Metals,  and 
in  the  cultivation  of  said  Land,  and  the  same  at  pleasure  to  sell 
grant  and  dispose  of;  and  by  the  name  aforesaid  may  sue  and 
be  sued,  answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  be  defended  in 
any  Court  of  Law  or  Equity  in  this  State  or  elsewhere;  and 
they  shall  have  a  common  Seal,  &  shall  be  empowered  by  two 
thirds  of  the  Directors  to  make  such  Bye-laws  for  the  future 
Regulation  of  the  Company  as  shall  not  be  inconsistent  with  the 

^This  bill  was  evidently  drawn  by  William  Thornton  and  sent 
to  Steele  in  1806  for  introduction  in  the  Assembly.  A  careful  search 
of  the  Laws  of  1806  and  1807  discloses  the  fact  that  such  a  charter 
was  not  granted,  yet,  from  the  context  of  certain  of  the  letters  of 
Thornton,  it  is  apparent  that  Thornton,  either  as  an  individual, 
or  for  a  company,  had  secured  considerable  lands  in  the  County 
of  Montgomery. 
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Laws  and  constitution  of  this  State  and  tlie  Provisions  of  this 
act;  and  may  do  every  other  matter  or  thing  by  the  name 
aforesaid  that  they  are  authorized  to  do  in  virtue  hereof. 

II.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  Stock  of  the  said  Company 
shall  consist  of  and  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  &  ten  thousand 
Dollars,  in  transferable  Shares  of  one  hundred  Dollars  each, 
to  be  vested  in  lands  or  other  estate  at  the  discretion  of  the 
said  Company.  So  that  the  object  of  searching  for  the  precious 
metals  be  always  kept  in  view. 

III.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  every  Share  shall  entitle  the 
holder,  either  in  Person  or  by  proxy,  to  a  Yote  for  the  Directors, 
and  in  all  the  Concerns  of  the  Company  not  delegated  to  the 
Directors. 

lY.  And  be  it  enacted  that  Seven  Directors  shall  be  chosen 
by  and  out  of  the  Stock-holders,  by  Ballot,  on  the  first  Monday 
in  May,  annually,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  Directors  shall  be 

Daniel  Carroll  (of  Duddington)  Esquire — 

John  Francis  Mercer — Esquire — 

Thomas  Tudor  Tucker — Esquire — 

Philip  Barton  Key —  Esquire — 

John  P  :  Van  ISFess — Esquire — 

Littleton  Dennis  Teackle  Esquire — 

William  Thornton —  M.D.  of  whom  the  first  mentioned 
shall  be  President,  and  the  said  directors  of  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  and  may  annually  or  oftener  if  occasion  require  after  the 
said  first  day  of  May  next  elect  a  President  out  of  their  I^um- 
ber,  who  shall  receive  and  transmit  all  Communications,  and 
give  a  Casting  Vote  in  their  Decisions,  when  equally  divided; 
and  in  Case  of  the  Sickness  or  absence  of  the  President  the 
Senior  Director  shall,  pro  tempore,  exercise  and  use  the  Power 
and  Duties  of  President.  The  President  and  Directors,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  shall  have  the  superintendence  and  manage- 
ment of  the  business  of  the  Company  in  engaging,  paying  and 
supporting  such  Persons  as  they  may  deem  necessary  in  ex- 
ploring and  working  for  Gold  and  other  metals;  and  also  in 
cultivating  the  said  lands ;  and  the  President  may  from  time 
to  time,  call  a  meeting  of  the  Directors  when  judged  expedient, 
a  majority  of  whom  when  attending  shall  be  competent  to 
transact  the  Business  of  the  Company. 
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Y.  And  be  it  enacted,  tliat  the  President  and  Directors  shall 
not  receive  any  Compensation  for  their  Services,  till  such 
Profits  be  made  as  shall  induce  the  Stockholders,  by  a  Vote  of 
two-thirds,  to  grant  a  Compensation.  Their  Office  shall  be  held 
at  such  place  as  a  majority  of  the  directors  may  appoint  at 
which  place  their  Books  shall  always  be  open  to  the  inspection 
of  the  Stockholders,  and  for  the  inspection  of  any  person  or 
persons  who  may  at  any  time  be  appointed  by  the  Legislature 
of  JSTo.  Ca.  for  that  purpose. 

VI.  (erased) 

VII.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  there  shall  be  a  dividend  of  the 
Profits  arising  to  the  said  Company,  on  the  first  Monday  in 
May,  and  the  first  Monday  in  I^ovember,  annually  which  shall 
be  paid  at  the  Company's  Office  to  the  Stockholders,  their 
Attorneys  or  Written  Orders. 

VIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  all  transfers  of  Shares  shall  be 
made  on  the  Books  of  the  Company  by  the  Owners  of  such 
Shares  in  person,  or  by  power  of  Attorney,  according  to  the 
Forms  used  in  transferring  Stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Shares  or  Stock  of  said  Company  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  personal,  not  real.  Estate. 

IX.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  amount  of  the  shares  shall 
be  paid  by  the  Stockholders,  on  demand,  to  the  President  & 
Directors  of  the  IsTorth  Carolina  Gold  Mine  Company,  or  Order, 
in  such  proportions  on  cash  and  every  share  and  at  such  times 
as  the  majority  of  said  directors  may  direct  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  said  company,  and  the  Funds 
and  Stock  of  said  Company,  real  &  personal,  are  hereby  made 
liable  to  all  persons,  creditors  of  said  Company,  for  all  Debts 
contracted  by  said  Company,  but  the  Stock  holders  in  their 
private  Individual  Capacities  shall  not  be  liable  for  any  Debts 
or  Contracts  made,  created,  or  entered  into  by  the  said  Com- 
pany, in  their  corporate  Capacity.  And  in  Case  of  the  refusal 
to  accept,  death,  resignation  or  removal  of  any  Person  duly 
elected  President,  or  a  Director  of  said  Company,  the  Directors 
accepting,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may  meet  and  elect  from 
their  own  Body,  or  from  the  Stock-holders,  any  Person  or 
Persons  to  fill  the  Vacancy  or  Vacancies  so  happening,  until 
the  next  annual  Election,  so  that  the  Body  corporate  may  be 
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always  full,  and  have  existence,  until  dissolved  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  tbis  Act. 

X.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  con- 
strued or  extend  to  affect  the  Interest  or  Estate  in  the  Lands 
herein  before  mentioned  of  any  person  whatever  other  than  the 
Stockholders  claiming  the  Lands  as  a  Company  hereby  estab- 
lished 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


An  Address  to  the  Freemen  of  Randolph,  Cabarrus 
and  Rowan  Counties^ 

To  the  Freemen  of  Randolph,  Cabarrus  and  Rowan  Counties. 

I  have  been  induced  upon  the  application  of  a  number  of 
persons  whose  opinions  I  respect  to  become  a  candidate  for  the 
appointment  of  Elector  for  the  District  composed  of  Randolph, 
Cabarrus  and  Rowan  Counties. — If  elected  it  is  my  intention 

to  vote  for of  the  State  of for  the  Office 

of  President,  and of  the  State  of for  the 

Office  of  Vice  President. — In  chusing  between  the  two  gentle- 
men first  named  I  shall  be  governed  by  the  probability  which 
may  exist,  that  the  One  or  the  other  of  them  will  unite  the 
greater  number  of  Electoral  votes,  and  by  information  which 
I  may  also  receive  as  to  their  respective  opinions  of  certain 
public  measures  which  have  deeply  affected  the  commercial  and 
agricultural  prosperity  of  our  Country,  and  which  if  persevered 
in  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear  may  terminate  fatally  to  its 
safety  and  independence. 

It  will  not  be  expected  that  I  can  present  to  your  view  in 
an  address  of  this  kind  all  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to 


^It  seems  likely  to  the  editor  that  this  address  was  prepared  by 
John  Steele  for  his  friend  Lewis  Beard,  who  was  the  Federalist 
candidate  for  presidential  elector  in  1808  in  the  district  composed 
of  the  above  three  counties.  Francis  Locke,  Republican,  was  Beard's 
opponent  and  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  287  votes.  The  Federal- 
ists won  three  electors  out  of  the  fourteen  to  which  the  State  was 
then  entitled.  These  were  the  New  Bern,  Fayetteville,  and  Moore 
Districts.     See  Raleigh  Minerva,  Nov.  24,  1808. 
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prefer  either  of  those  Gentlemen^  to  Mr.  Madison  for  the  office 
of  President. — It  will  answer  the  same  purpose  I  presume  to 
state  a  few,  of  the  many  objections  which  are  opposed  to  his 
election.  In  doing  this  I  shall  be  as  concise,  and  as  respectful 
as  a  due  regard  to  public  considerations  will  admit. 

Mr.  Madison  has  been  Secty.  of  State,  charged  with  the  man- 
agement of  our  Foreign  relations  nearly  eight  years,  in  which 
time  our  difficulties  have  increased  with  all  the  great  powers  of 
Europe. — Our  old  disputes  have  been  kept  alive,  while  new  ones 
have  been  suffered  to  multiply  with  circumstances  of  aggravated 
bitterness  and  irritation  until  at  length  the  best  informed  men 
among  us  are  unable  to  form  a  satisfactory  opinion  of  the  results 
intended  to  be  produced.  The  people  are  told  that  peace  is  the 
object,  yet  we  are  called  upon  to  make  War  Sacrifices  in  our 
business  and  property  with  the  humiliating  and  (dis)cour aging 
reflection  that  these  sacrifices  operates  (only)  (a)g(ain)st  our- 
selves without  producing  a  corresponding  (effect)  upon  the 
ISTations  intended  to  coersced. 

In  the  course  of  Mr.  Madison's  agency  in  public  affairs,  indi- 
cations have  appeared  of  a  deliberate  and  deep  rooted  hostility 
to  commerce.  Among  the  evidences  of  this  may  be  considered 
the  rejection  of  the  Treaty-  lately  made  by  Colo.  Monroe  and 
Mr.  Pinckney  with  Great  Britain.  Though  made  by  two  Min- 
isters whose  integrity  and  abilities  remain  unimpeached,  it  was 
rejected  as  I  understand  without  having  been  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  not  for  what  the  Treaty  contained 
but  for  what  it  did  not  contain.     When  this  treaty  arrived  a 


^James  Madison  was  the  regular,  or  "caucus,"  candidate  of  the  Re- 
publican party  in  1808,  though  the  Vice-President,  George  Clinton, 
of  New  York,  disregarding  the  voice  of  the  "Caucus,"  invited  Republi- 
can votes.  The  Federalist  opponent  was  Charles,  C.  Pinckney,  of  South 
Carolina.  Madison  had,  in  the  election,  122  votes,  Pinckney  47,  and 
Clinton  only  6. 

^James  Monroe  and  William  Pinckney  treated  in  the  fall  of  1806 
with  England  for  a  new  commercial  treaty  to  supercede  the  Jay 
Treaty  of  1794  and  which  had  now  expired.  The  new  treaty  was  in 
many  respects  a  replica  of  the  Jay  Treaty,  but  in  some  respects 
better  for  the  United  States  and  in  others  worse.  It  did  not  deal 
with  the  matter  of  impressment  at  all,  nor  did  it  open  the  West 
Indian  trade.  Jefferson  did  not  submit  the  treaty  to  the  Senate 
and  thus  the  negotiation  failed.  iSee  Schouler,  History  of  the 
United  States,  II,  153-162.  Madison  was  Secretary  of  State  and 
heartily  approved  Jefferson's  course  concerning  the  Treaty. 
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very  plain  course  lay  open  for  tlie  Department  of  State  to 
pursue.  To  take  it  as  good  so  far  as  it  went,  and  to  commence 
a  new  negotiation  for  any  objects  wliich  were  not  satisfactorily 
provided  for  in  it.  The  interesting  subject  of  impressment  of 
our  seamen  was  substantially  provided  against;  but  not  in  the 
form  desired.  Its  unqualified  and  total  rejection  appears  to  me 
to  have  been  an  act  of  prejudice  and  passion  for  the  conse- 
quences of  which  Mr.  Madison  as  the  Head  of  that  Department 
must  be  considered  in  the  first  instance  and  chiefly  responsible. 
The  treaty  was  rejected  in  the  Spring  of  1807 — The  British 
order  in  Council  and  our  Embargo  with  all  its  vexations  and 
injuries  were  consequences  which  resulted  in  the  Autumn  and 
winter  following,  as  naturally  as  one  passionate  and  offensive 
Act  will  produce  others  of  the  same  character.  Whether  the 
Embargo  be  taken  off  soon  or  not  its  disastrous  effects,  and  the 
mistaken  policy  in  which  it  originated  will  be  long  remembered. 
Besides  the  immense  losses  arising  from  a  suspension  of  business 
and  sacrificed  of  property  in  our  interior  transactions,  it  has 
operated  already  as  a  tax  upon  the  agriculture  of  the  com- 
munity equal  at  least  to  one  third  of  the  ordinary  exportable 
value  of  a  whole  years  produce.  But  this  wd.  be  nothing.  It 
wd.  be  as  dust  in  the  balance  of  every  American's  mind,  if  there 
was  evidence  that  it  had  produced  a  favorable  effect  on  our 
foreign  affairs  in  any  degree  proportioned  to  such  a  sacrifice. 
Among  the  speculative  projects  to  reconcile  the  people  (of 
the)  Eastern  States  and  of  the  large  Cities  to  the  Embargo, 
(the  meas)ures  dictated  by  the  same  Anti-Commercial  spirit 
(torn)  seen  an  attempt  to  which  the  weight  of  Mr.  M(adison 
torn)  has  been  attached  to  establish  American  Manufactures 
upon  the  ruins  of  other  pursuits.  Every  man  (torn)  cal  ob- 
servation, must  admit  that  in  the  United  (States)  we  have 
neither  money,  nor  people  to  be  employed  in  this  way  without 
injury  to  more  profitable  (torn)  of  business.  Of  consequence 
Manufa(ctures  can)  only  be  established  upon  an  extensive  scale 
(torn)  forced  means.  Such  as  high  protecting  duties,  (torn) 
will  operate  as  a  tax  and  to  the  injury  of  eve(ry  kind  and) 
description  of  consumers,  the  few  only  (torn)  who  may  be  con- 
cerned in  the  profits  of  these  (torn)  (Manu)  facturing  establish 
ments.  Thus  the  gr(torn)  of  our  people  who  are  engaged  in 
Vol.  2—27 
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agricu(lture)  and  commerce  and  to  whom  as  consumers  it  is 
not  of  sucli  importance  where  an  article  is  manufactured,  as 
the  goodness  of  its  quality,  and  the  price  at  which  it  can  be 
bought,  will  be  (ta)xed  to  promote  a  plan  which  in  all  probility 
can  not  succeed;  but  if  successful  by  the  aid  of  oppressive  com- 
mercial restrictions  its  certain  effect  will  be  to  undermine  the 
foundations  of  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  Union  in  gen- 
eral and  especially  of  the  Southern  States.  To  expect  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  an  agricultural  country  by  such 
expedients  is  as  inconsistent  as  the  conduct  of  a  Physician  who 
wd.  promote  the  health  of  the  human  body  by  obstructing  the 
free  and  natural  circulation  of  the  blood. 

The  foregoing  objections  to  the  election  of  Mr.  Madison  have 
been  stated  to  prepare  the  way  for  one  of  general  and  as  I  con- 
ceive of  unanswerable  weight  against  his  pretensions.  It  is  the 
principle  of  Rotation  in  Office.  Every  man  who  respects  the 
civil  institutions  of  our  country  and  who  wishes  for  their  per- 
petuation will  admit  the  force  of  this  objection. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  it  is  true  has  not  pro- 
vided giving  to  this  salutary  principle;  but  the  omission  is  a 
reason  why  the  people  shd.  be  strict  in  their  adherence  to  it. 
The  chief  value  of  the  rotation  principle  consists  in  bringing 
at  stated  periods  (a  new)  set  of  men  fresh  from  the  body  of  the 
people  (blurred)  all  the  energies  and  feelings  to  adminis(ter) 
(torn  and  blurred)  Government.  Such  men  can  dis (interested) 
ly  revise  the  proceedings  of  their  pre(decessors)  retain  the  good, 
reject  the  bad,  and  without  prejudice  to  the  public  interests 
(give)  full  effect  to  the  public  will.  However  (virtu) ous  and 
patriotic  men  in  high  offices  may  be  in  adherence  to  certain 
points  and  to  a  certain  course  of  measures  may  at  length  be- 
come a  (pas)sion  with  them,  and  their  sober  judgment  (th)ough 
excellent  in  ordinary  cases  may  for  a  time  (lose  the)  ascendency. 
In  all  such  cases  the  principle  (of  ro)tation  if  acted  upon  by 
the  people  furnish  (es  an)  easy  and  safe  remedy.  But  it  may 
(per) haps  be  said  that  this  principle  will  be  preserved  by  the 
election  of  Mr.  Madison  to  succeed  Mr.  Jefferson.  Everyone 
must  see  that  such  a  rotation  wd.  be  merely  nominal,  a  form 
without  any  substantial  effect,  and  that  the  force  of  the  objec- 
tion applies  more  strongly. 
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There  is  one  other  objection,  and  only  one  which  I  think  is 
material  at  present  to  suggest.  All  the  other  gentlemen  in 
nomination  are  military  characters,  heroes  of  the  revolution 
who  conducted  our  armies  in  the  field  during  scenes  not  unlike 
those  which  are  at  this  moment  acting  in  Spain,  and  which  it 
may  be  our  lot  before  the  expiration  of  the  next  Presidential 
term  to  be  engaged  in.  But  a  few  years  past  some  of  the 
most  powerful  nations  of  Europe  felt  secure  (as  we  do  now) 
in  their  Independence,  and  in  the  consequent  enjoyment  of 
their  commerce — their  laws — their  religion — their  country;  but 
by  a  shortsighted,  pusilanimous  policy  those  unhappy  people 
are  now  at  the  feet  of  a  Conqueror  in  whose  sight  private 
rights,  and  civil  and  religious  Institutions  are  equally  dis- 
regarded when  they  happen  to  stand  in  the  way  of  his  gigantic 
ambition.  I  suggest  this  merely  as  an  incidental  reason,  to  show 
that  however  indifferent  it  might  be  in  ordinary  times  to 
respect  military  qualifications,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world 
we  shd.  not  forget  that  by  the  2d.  section,  of  the  2d.  article  of 
the  constitution,  the  President  is  declared  to  be  the  Commander 
in  chief  of  the  Army  and  'Nayj  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
militia  when  called  into  actual  service.  This  provision  of  the 
constitution  is  certainly  a  wise  one,  and  holds  out  to  people  an 
admonition  which  shd.  not  be  disregarded  in  times  of  great 
public  alarm  and  danger. 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Certificate  hy  William  Thornton  in  re  Survey  of  Lands^ 

Mr.  Elias  Home  certified  in  my  presence  that  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge  &  recollection  Mr  Robert  Keigle  (Son-in-law  to 
Mr.  Howell)  said  he  heard  that  Mr.  John  K.  Carson  declared 
that  the  Survey  as  laid  down  was  useless,  and  would  have  to  be 
surveyed  again :  also  Mr.  James  Howell  stated  that  they  did  not 

^Evidently  these  notes  concern  the  survey  of  lands  for  William 
Thornton  in  Montgomery  County  and  in  which  he  solicited  Steele's 
advice  and  counsel  from  time  to  time.  See  John  Steele  to  William 
Thornton,  July  22,  1810. 
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survey  according  to  orders,  &  that  lie  accordingly  quit  tlieni  in 
a  few  Days — ^Mr.  E.  Home  said  lie  thought  they  drank  too 
much;  that  they  ran  the  line  zigzag,  or  across  the  lines  in  his 
Land  that  were  laid  out  by  old  Mr.  Carson  (deceased)  &  that 
they  never  informed  him  they  were  going  to  run  the  lines :  also 
that  James  Gurley  one  of  the  Chain-carriers  told  him  they  were 

^^*  «^^^^-  William  Thornton. 

I^.  B.  The  several  Facts  herein  stated  should  be  sworn  to, 
by  the  Individuals  mentioned  therein,  if  possible;  and  any 
other  Information  obtained  under  oath,  before  a  magistrate,  of 
which  there  are  divers  on  the  Lands  or  near  them,  if  such  In- 
formation should  tend  to  shew  the  improper  manner  in  which 
the  Lands  were  surveyed,  or  tendg.  to  shew  the  quantity  is  not 
so  much  as  represented.    J :  Brooks  Esqr.  is  a  Magistrate. 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


Legal  Notes,  John  Steele 

Suspension  law.^ 

Is  it  authorized  constitution  Sec.  X.  Art.  1st. 

Prohibitions  apply  as  well  to  cases  in  which  State  Courts 
have  jurisdiction  as  Fedl.  courts. — Instance  Tendre  laws. — 
N'obility. — 

Congress  proper  place  for  redress  of  such  grievances. — 
Federal  Courts. — Inequality. — ^Why  distinguish  between  differ- 
ent classes  of  Debtors. — Partial,  p.nd  odious. — 

Our  enemy. — First  yr.  of  the  War.  How  long  to  continue? 
During  War?  Great  Britain  20  yrs.  at  War — has  never  yet 
shut  up  the  Courts  of  Westminster. — 

Remedy  delusive. — Injury  to  Debtors. — Neither  satisfactory 
to  creditors,  nor  to  Debtors. — Receive  all,  pay  all  at  once. — 


^The  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  apparently  due  to  war  panic, 
on  December  16,  1812  enacted  a  "stay  law"  for  debtors,  entitled 
"An  act  to  suspend  Executions  for  a  time."  This  was  to  operate 
until  February  1st,  1814,  unless  suspended  or  further  extended. 
Steele  opposed  the  act.  See  Laws  of  North  Carolina,  1812;  also 
Raleigh  Star,  Dec.  18,  1812. 
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If  unconstitutional  why  did  not  the  courts  refuse  to  give 
effect  to  the  law  of  1808?— 

Is  it  authorized  by  the  Constitution? — 

The  prohibitions  of  the  Xth.  section  1st.  Art.  page  16  apply 
as  well  to  cases  in  which  State  courts  have  jurisdiction  as 
Federal  courts? 

Title  of  nobility.— 

Congress  the  proper  place  to  apply  for  redress  of  such 
grievances. — 

Federal  Courts. — Inequality. — Why  distinguish  between  difft. 
classes  of  Debtors  ? — 

Our  enemy. — First  yr.  of  the  War. — How  long  is  it  to  con- 
tinue.— During  the  war  Great  Britain  20  yrs.  at  War. — Has 
never  yet  shut  up  Courts  of  Westminster. — 

Remedy  delusive  &  partial. — Increased  sums  at  the  end  of  the 
yr. — Injury  to  Debtors.  Premuim  for  money  will  be  enhanced 
4  to  6  fold  by  the  increased  Amount  required  to  pay  off  Exe- 
cutions.— 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


Legal  Notes  by  John  Steele 

Electoral  law.^ 

Contrary  to  first  principles. — 

Disposition  of  Legislative  bodies  to  extend  their  powers. — 
Cases  in  other  states,  and  this  state. — 

Cite  first  principles. 

Theory  of  Legislative  power. — Balance  of  the  constitution. — 
Different  degrees  removed  from  the  people. — Judges  their  re- 

^These  "Legal  Notes"  of  Steele  are  all  undated  and  have  no 
special  order  in  arrangement.  Nevertheless  examination  of  their 
content  discloses  that  most,  or  all,  of  them  were  notes  prepared  by 
him  for  use  in  the  State  Assembly  sessions  of  1811,  1812,  1813,  the 
last  three  years  of  his  public  service.  They  are  all  on  questions 
dealt  with  by  the  Assembly  during  these  three  years,  two  of  them 
war  years,  the  struggle  with  Great  Britain  having  begun  in  1812. 
The  Electoral  Law  issue,  which  covers  so  large  a  part  of  the  notes, 
arose  in  1811,  with  the  legislative  repeal  of  the  "District  System" 
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sponsibility  compared. — Principle  of  representation  may  be  re- 
fined to  a  phantom. — 

Federal  constitution. — Art.  2nd.  Sec.  2. — 

Each  state  sliall  appoint,  in  sucli  manner  as  tlie  Legislature 
thereof  sliall  direct  &ca. — 

State. 

See  ]^.C.  preamble. — page  173. — 

Massachusetts  part  2.  pa.  40. — 

N^ew  Hampshire. — 2  part,  page  12. — 

Again  same  page  Legislative  power  within  this  State. 

Tennessee. — preamble  same. — page  225. — 

Legislative  power  of  this  State. — 

True  meaning  of  the  Word  State. — 

Appoint. — synonimous  with — elect  Choose.  Indifferently 
used. — 

l^.C.  constitution 

Sec.     13.     appoint  Judges. — 

15.  elect  Governour. — 

16.  elect  council  of  state. — 
22.  appoint  a  Treasurer. — 
24.     appoint  Secty.  of  State. — 

37.     Choose  delegates.    ]^o  person  shall  be  elected 
more  than  three  yrs. — 
Yirginia  constitution  pages  166.169. — the  word  used  in  same 
manner. 


Legal  Notes  hy  John  Steele 

Electoral  law. 
Georgia  constitution.    Art.  2.  Sec.  2.pa.201. — 
Secty.  of  State  sec.  12. — Elected  and  appointed  used  in  the 
same  section. — 

Shall  direct. 

A  power  not  expressly  given,  cannot  be  assumed  by  impli- 
cation.— 


of  choosing  presidential  electors  and  the  provision  of  the  system  of 
legislative  appointment  in  its  stead.  In  1812  the  Federalist  and 
"anti-electoral"  Republicans  made  a  grand  assault  upon  the  act 
of  1811  and  succeeded  in  repealing  it. 
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To  direct  the  manner  is  a  great  power. — 

Cite  cases  to  show  difference. — 

Eederalist  2.  pa.  141.  142.— 

Definition  of  the  word  State,  at  bottom  of  142  143. — 

Virginia  debates. 

Mr.  Madison  pa.  248-346.351. 

Mr.  Geo.  Mcbolas— pa.  256.354.355.357. 

Gov.  Randolph. — pa.  345. — 

Priestly.— 104.  107.  111.  112.— 

How  are  all  these  answered? — 


Legal  Notes,  hy  John  Steele. 

l!^otes  taken  from  the  volume  of  Constitutions. 

Rhode  Island  charter  pages  67  certain  persons  created  a 
Body  politic  with  perpetual  succession,  capable  of  taking  and 
holding  lands  and  disposing  of  them  as  other  corporations 
within  the  realm  of  Engd.  may  lawfully  do. 

page  68.  Powers  of  government  extend  to  the  "disposing  and 
ordering  of  the  genl.  business  and  affairs  of  and  concerning  the 
lands  &ca.  granted,  and  the  plantation  thereof,  and  the  govt, 
of  the  people  there.'' 

page  69.  powers  of  the  Genl.  Assembly  to  make  and  repeal 
all  laws,  statutes,  orders,  &ca.  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  govt, 
of  the  lands  and  people,  &ca. 

'New  Jersey. — page  97. 

The  preamble  much  to  the  purpose. 

Maryland. — page  141. 

The  preamble — and  Sections  1.2.3.  contain  the  very  principles 
contended  for  on  the  part  of  No.  Ca. 

Virginia. — page  169  from  about  the  middle  of  the  page  down- 
ward contains  a  clear  answ.  to  an  argument  used  at  Lancaster. 

North  Carolina — page  172. 

Sec.  25th.  of  the  bill  of  rights. 

Ordinance  of  Congress  for  the  govt,  of  the  territory  No.  Wt. 
of  the  Ohio,  page  265 — Could  any  power  in  the  U.  S.  alter — 
abridge — or  take  it  away  without  the  consent  of  the  people  ? 
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Legal  Notes  hy  John  Steele 
[1812] 

N'otes  on  tlie  election  of  President. 

Debates  of  Virginia  convention. 

Govr.  Randolph  page  345.  ^^The  electors  must  be  elected  by 
the  people  at  large." 

Mr.  Madison  page  346.  "The  consideration  which  recom- 
mends it  to  me  (the  Vice  Presidency)  is  that  he  will  be  the 
choice  of  the  people  at  large."  "There  is  much  more  propriety 
in  giving  this  Office  to  a  person  chosen  by  the  people  at  large 
than  to  one  of  the  Senate  who  is  only  the  choice  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  one  State." 

Mr.  Monroe,  page  347.  Seems  to  object  to  the  mode  of 
appt.  by  Electors.  Does  not  deny  that  the  people  are  to  elect 
them ;  but  the  choice  by  the  people  in  the  first  instance  will  fail, 
and  then  the  power  will  devolve  on  the  House  of  Reprs.  by 
States.  "He  ought  to  depend  on  the  people  of  America  for  his 
appointment  and  continuance  in  office."  His  responsibility 
ought  to  be  direct  and  immediate."  "How  far  is  he  dependent 
on  the  people  ?  He  is  elected  by  Electors  in  a  manner  perfectly 
satisfactory  to  me."  "The  President  might  be  elected  by  the 
people,  as  this  is  not  the  case  I  must  disapprove  of  this  clause 
in  its  present  form." 

Mr.  Mason,  page  350.  Does  not  deny  that  the  people  are 
choose  electors;  but  contends  that  this  mode  of  election  will 
fail.  That  it  will  not  be  once  in  fifty  times  that  he  will  be 
chosen  by  them  in  the  first  instance." 

Mr.  Madison  page  351.  in  reply  to  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr. 
Grayson.  "It  will  be  found  impracticable  to  elect  by  the  imme- 
diate suffrages  of  the  people.  Instead  of  this  the  people  choose 
the  electors." 

Mr.  Mason  page  352.  "Insisted  that  it  wd.  rarely  happen 
that  any  one  wd.  have  such  a  majority,  and  that  as  he  was  then 
to  be  chosen  from  the  five  highest  on  the  list,  his  election  was 
entirely  taken  from  the  people." 

Mr.  JNTicholas.  page  354.  "The  approbation  of  the  President, 
who  had  no  local  views,  being  elected  by  no  particular  State, 
but  the  people  at  large,  was  an  additional  security."     Again 
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page  355.  "asked  if  it  was  presumable  tliat  the  President  who 
depended  on  the  people  for  his  political  existence  wd.  sacrifice 
the  interest  of  the  eight  largest  states,  to  accommodate  the  five 
smallest."  Again  page  357.  "If  so  every  free  holder  having  a 
right  to  vote  for  the  President  by  the  interposition  of  the 
electors,  he  will  attend  to  their  interests." 

Mr.  Pendleton,  page  40. 

"The  Senate  derives  its  existence  immediately  from  the  State 
Legislatures  and  the  Reprs.  and  President  are  elected  under 
their  direction  and  control." 

Mr.  Madison,  on  the  structure  of  the  Govt,  page  76.  Mr. 
Corbin  page  85.  at  the  bottom. 

Mr.  Madison  page  73.  Concerning  the  militia.  The  cases  in 
which  alone  Congress  can  require  their  services. 

Universal  principles  that  all  power  not  expressly  given  by 
the  people  is  retained.    Mr.  l^icholas  page  179. 

Mr.  Madison,  page  248.  on  the  Mississippi  question.  "The 
people  at  large  choose  those  who  elect  the  President."  "The 
President  must  be  influenced  by  the  sense  and  interest  of  his 
Electors."    Mr.  I^icholas  page  256. 

How  is  the  President  elected?  Where  will  the  majority  of 
the  people  be?  Their  numbers  will  weigh  in  choosing  the 
President,  as  he  is  elected  by  electors  chosen  by  the  people  in 
proportion  to  their  numbers." 

[Rotes  on  the  Election  of  President. 

Another.    Mr.  Madison  page  365. 

The  exercise  of  all  power  must  be  consistent  with  the  object 
of  the  delegation." 

Dr.  Priestly's  Lecture  page  104. 

Same  style  used,  page  107.  concerning  the  Representatives, 

Again  concerning  electors,  see  bottom  of  page  111  &  112. 

The  word  (State)  well  defined  by  N'ew  Hampshire  constitu- 
tion (part  2d)  page  12. 

Constitution  of  Virginia. 

The  words  (appoint)  and  choose  used  in  the  same  sense — 
page  166.  A  governour  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  joint  ballot ; 
and  the  appointments  entered  &c. 

A  Treasurer  shall  be  appointed  annually  by  joint  ballot  &ca. 
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North.  Carolina. 

Tlie  word  (State). — Preamble  page  173.  "It  becomes  neces- 
sary tbat  a  govt,  be  establisbed  in  tbis  (State).  Therefore  we  the 
people  do  declare  that  a  govt,  be  establisbed  for  "tbis  State." 
Always  keeping  up  a  clear  distinction  between  the  people  or 
State,  and  tbe  Legislature  or  Govt. 

The  appoint,  choose,  elect,  used  synonimously  throughout. 

Sec.  13.  The  genl.  assembly  shall  by  joint  ballot  appoint 
Judges  &c. 

Sect.  14.     Appoint  Generals  &ca. 

Sect.  15.     By  joint  hallot  annually  elect  a  governor. 

Sect.  16.     By  joint  hallot  elect  a  council  of  State. 

Sect.  22.     By  joint  hallot  appoint  a  Treasurer. 

Sect.  24.     By  joint  hallot  appoint  a  Secty.  of  State. 

Sect.  37.  Delegates  to  Congress  shall  be  chosen  annually  hy 
joint  hallot  &ca.  and^  no  person  shall  be  elected  more  tban 
three  yrs. 

Georgia  constitution. 

Sec.  12.  page  202.  There  shall  be  a  Secty.  of  State  &ca. 
Appointed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Governour,  and  shall  have 
competent  salaries,  during  the  period  for  which  they  shall  have 
been  elected. 

Tennessee. 

Preamble  to  the  same  effect  as  the  preamble  of  New  Hamp- 
shire above. 

Sec.  1.  Art.  1.  (in  point). 

Kentucky. 

Sec.  25.  ''Appointed  or  elected''  except  such  such  Officers  or 
appointments  as  may  be  made  or  filled  by  elections  of  the 
people." 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 
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Legal  Notes  hy  John  Steele 

Electoral  law. 

Contrary  to  first  principles. — 

Theory  of  the  Legislative  power.  Model  of  the  Eng.  con- 
stitution. Balance.  Different  degrees  removed  from  the  people, 
by  different  modes  of  election.  Judges  their  degrees  of  respon- 
sibility.    Compared. 

Section  2d.  Art.  2d.  Federal  constitution.  Each  state  shall 
appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  thereof  shall  direct 
&ca.    The  meaning  of  those  words  in  their  Order. 

Each  State. 

Defined  in  the  preamble  of  our  constitution,  l^otice  our 
enacting  style.     The  general  Assembly  of  the  State. 

Well  defined  l^ew-Hampshire  constitution  part  2d.  page  12. 

Again,  "The  supreme  Legislative  power,  within  this  State'' 
&ca.  Preamble  of  the  constitution  of  Tennessee  exactly  to  the 
same  effect. 

The  true  meaning  of  the  word,  A  Society  of  Freemen  asso^ 
ciated  for  the  purposes  of  government  &ca.  with  defined  boun- 
daries. 

Shall  appoint. 

Appoint — Choose — Elect — are  used  synonimously — See  N.  C. 
constitution.    Sec.  13.    By  joint  ballot  appoint  Judges  &ca. 

15.  By  joint   ballot   annually   elect   a   Gov- 

ernor. 

16.  By  joint  ballot  annually  elect  a  council 

of  State. 
22.  By  joint  ballot  an.  appoint  a  Treasr. 
24.  By  joint  ballot  Tri.  appoint  Secty.  of 
State. 
Sec.  37.  Delegates  to  Congress  chosen  annually 
by  joint  ballot,  and  no  person  shall  be 
elected  for  more  than  three  successive 
years. 
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The  words  used  in  same  manner  Yirginia  constitution  page 
166.  A  Governor  chosen  annually  by  joint  ballot,  and  the  ap- 
pointments entered  &ca.  and  not  elegihle  &ca.  Page  169.  A 
Treasurer  appointed  annually  by  joint  ballot. 

Georgia  constitution.     Same. 

Art.  2.  Sec.  1.2.Governor  chosen — elected  by  the  General 
Assembly,  page  200.201.  Treasurer,  Secty.  of  State  &ca.  ap- 
pointed in  same  manner  as  the  Governor  Sect.  12,  pa.  202. 
Appointed — elected. 

^^Shall  direct.'' 

A  power  not  not  expressly  given  cannot  be  assumed  by  impli- 
cation. A  power  to  direct  the  manner  only  is  given,  and  not  a 
power  to  do  the  thing  directed. 

Cite  certain  cases. 

Virginia  debates. 

Mr.  Madison,  page  248. — On  the  Mississippi 

"The  people  at  large  choose  those  who  elect  the  president." 
He  must  be  influenced  by  the  sense  and  interest  of  his  electors." 

346. — Vice  Presidents  election. — 

Mr.  Madison — "He  will  be  the  choice  of  the  people  at 
large."  &ca.  , 

Mr.  Madison. — pa.  351. 

"The  choice  of  the  people  ought  to  be  attended  to.  The 
people  choose  the  electors." 

Mr.  ^N'icholas.    page  256. 

"How  is  the  President  elected"  &ca.  354.  "The  approbation 
of  the  President  &ca. 

355.  "Is  it  presumable  that  the  President  &ca. 

357.  "But  say  they  the  President  has  no  check"  &ca. 

Gov.  Randolph. 

345.  "The  electors  must  be  elected  by  the  people  at  large."  &ca. 

Federalist. 

141.  "It  was  desirable  that  the  sense  of  the  people  &ca. 

142.  "They  have  not  made  the  appointment  of  the  President 
to  depend  on  preexisting  bodies  of  men."  &ca.  But  they  have 
referred  it  in  the  first  instance  to  an  immediate  act  of  the  people 
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&ca.  to  be  exerted  for  tlie  temporary  and  sole  purpose  of  making 
the  appointment. 

Priestleys  Lectures. 

104.  "The  President  must  be  thirty  five  years  old".  &ca.  "He 
is  chosen  by  the  people  at  large." 

107.  Same  style  used  as  to  Representatives. 

Ill  &  112.  At  bottom.  The  mode  of  choosing  by  electors 
leaves  the  ultimate  choice  &ca. 

Appointment  of  President. 

Federalist  Vol.  1.  page  264.  "One  branch  of  the  new  govern- 
ment is  to  be  appointed  by  the  State  Legislatures."  Implica- 
tion, all  the  others  to  be  appointed  by  the  people. 

Vol.  1.  pa. 306'  (inconsistency) 

Without  the  intervention  of  the  state  legislatures  the  Presi- 
dent cannot  be  elected  at  all.  They  must  in  all  cases  have  a 
great  share  in  his  appointment,  and  will  perhaps  in  most  cases 
of  themselves,  determine  it."  (meaning  no  doubt,  by  their  in- 
fluence, not  by  their  actual  appointment) 

Explained  by  Mr.  Madison  Vo.  2d.  letter  48.  page  11.12. 

"But  in  a  representative  republic"  &ca.  Again  page  168, 
"Another  answ.  perhaps  more  obvious  &;c.  the  influence  of  the 
Legislative  body  over  the  people" — page  167  "The  tendency  of 
the  Legislative  power  to  absorb  every  other  &c. 
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Legal  Notes  hy  John  Steele 

Electoral  law. 

By  the  XXI.  Sec.  of  our  bill  of  rights  it  is  declared,  "that  a 
frequent  recurrence  to  fundamental  principles  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  preserve  the  blessings  of  liberty."  Any  one  who 
will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  state  constitution  will  per- 
cive,  and  at  once  admit,  that  this  article  was  intended  to  refer 
to  cases  in  which  the  Legislature  might  be  tempted  to  transcend 
its  powers,  and  to  trespess  on  forbidden  ground :  and  that  the 
friends  of  public  liberty  are  authorized  to  use  it  when  occasion 
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may  require  to  bring  the  Legislature  back  to  first  principles. 
The  other  departments  of  the  State  Government  are  so  strictly 
limitted,  so  entirely  dependent  on  the  Legislature,  that  if  at 
any  time  they  should  possess  the  disposition,  they  have  not  the 
means  in  their  hands  to  become  formidable  to  the  rights  of  the 
people,  or  in  the  language  of  the  bill  of  rights,  to  render  a 
frequent  recurrence  to  fundamental  principles  absolutely  nec- 
essary. The  Legislature  a  numerous  body  coming  from  the 
people,  and  presuming  upon  the  strength  which  their  confidence 
inspires  are  apt  to  identify  themselves  with  the  people,  to 
imagine  that  they  are  the  people,  and  under  the  influence  of 
this  unfounded  pretension  to  assume  powers  never  intended  to 
be  delegated  to  them,  and  which  in  any  other  department  wd. 
not  be  for  a  moment  tolerated.  In  support  of  this  opinion  we 
have  the  authority  of  a  statesman  who  now  occupies  the  most 
exalted  station  in  the  gift  of  his  country ;  I  mean  Mr.  Madison, 
the  present  President  of  the  United  States.  This  gentleman 
in  a  paper  written  by  him  in  the  year  1788  recommending  the 
Federal  constitution  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  for  their 
adoption  declared  that  "the  legislative  department  is  every 
where  extending  the  sphere  of  its  activity;  and  drawing  all 
power  into  its  impetuous  VORTEX" — and  that  "it  is  against 
the  enterprizing  ambition  of  this  department,  that  the  people 
ought  to  indulge  all  their  jealousy,  and  exhaust  all  their  pre- 
cautions." 2  Vol.  Fed.  letter  48.  page  11.12. — ascribed  to  Mr. 
Madison.     Am.  Review  No  3.  page  32. 

1.  It  will  not  I  presume  be  disputed,  by  any  member  of  this 
house  or  by  any  friend  to  republican  government,  that  all  poli- 
tical power  is  vested  in,  and  derived  from  the  people  only,  to 
be  exercised  for  their  use  and  happiness,  and  according  to  the 
forms  prescribed  in  their  written  constitutions. 

2.  That  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  a  grant  of 
powers  made  by  the  people  in  their  sovereign,  and  unlimitted 
capacity,  and  in  no  respect  dependent  on,  or  requiring  the 
sanction  of  the  State  legislatures  to  give  it  validity. 

3.  That  the  State  legislatures  were  placed  by  the  adoption  of 
this  constitution,  in  a  secondary  if  not  a  subordinate  station 
in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  the  general  Government ;  with  duties 
to  perform,  and  with  powers  limitted  and  controuled  in  some 
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instances  expressly  prohibitted,  and  in  all  others  strictly  con- 
fined to  the  terms  of  the  grant,  and  consequently  that  all  powers 
which  are  not  expressly  given  to  the  State  Legislatures  by  the 
constitution,  are  confided  to  some  other  department  or  retained 
by  the  people. 

4.  That  it  is  of  the  genius  of  a  free  State,  the  very  essence 
of  a  republican  government,  that  the  people  shd.  be  allowed  to 
vote,  and  to  exercise  a  direct  influence  over  the  proceedings  of 
their  public  Functionaries,  in  all  practicable  cases. 

5.  That  all  grants  of  power  intended  for  the  preservation  of 
public  liberty,  like  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  are 
to  be  construed  in  such  manner  as  to  be  consistent  with  the  de- 
sign of  the  people  in  making  the  grant ;  that  is  to  say,  liberally 
in  favour  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  strictly  against  the 
Trustees,  or  Depositaries  of  their  authority. 

Militia. 

Mr.  IN'icholas.  page  278.  "These  three  powers  only  amount  to 
this — ^that  they  can  only  call  them  forth  in  the  three  cases 
mentioned."  pa.  279.  "There  is  a  great  difference  between 
having  the  power  in  three  cases  and  in  all  cases.  They  can  not 
call  them  forth  for  any  other  purpose." 

"Mr.  Randolph,  page  284.  "They  are  only  to  be  called  out 
in  three  cases." 

Comment  on  the  connection  of  these  cases  with  those  in  which 
the  writ  of  Habeas  corpus  may  be  suspended.  ''When  in  cas.es 
of  rebellion  and  invasion  the  public  safety  may  require  it/' — 
Precisely  the  cases  in  which  the  militia  can  be  required  by  a 
law  of  Congress.  The  other  case  "to  execute  the  laws  refers 
only  to  the  use  of  the  poss.e  comet. 

Mr.  Madison,  page  73. 

The  cases  in  which  alone  Congress  can  require  the  services  of 
the  militia. 

Federalist  vol.  1.  page  186. 

"The  particular  states  are  to  have  the  sole  and  exclusive 
appointment  of  the  ofiicers"? 

page.  188.  "In  times  of  insurrection  or  invasion  it  wd.  be 
natural  and  proper  that  the  Militia  of  a  neighbouring  state 
shd.  be  marched  into  another."    &;ca. 
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Walsh's  review 

1^0.  2.  April  1811.  pa.  225.— The  writers  of  the  Federalist 
may  be  considered  as  speaking  the  sense  of  the  Convention. 

'No.  3.  July  1811 — page  71. — "The  president  is  elected  by 
persons  immediately  chosen  by  the  people  for  the  purpose.'' 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 

Legal  Notes  hy  John  Steele 

Impeachments. 

Hume  continued  by  Smollet,  Vol.  7. 

Clarendon. — page  425  to  428.  and  note  (M)  at  the  end  of  the 
volume  containing  the  charges. 

The  charge  consisted  of  seventeen  articles.  "The  house  with- 
out examining  particulars,  farther  than  hearing  general  affirma- 
tions that  all  wd.  be  proved  immediately  voted  his  impeach- 
ment." ISTotice  here  the  dispute  between  the  two  houses  re- 
specting his  commitment.  426.  He  was  banished  and  rendered 
incapable  by  act  of  P.  page  427. 

Buckingham  and  Arlington. — p.  513. 

nothing  very  material  in  this  case,  except  that  it  appears  a 
motion  was  made  to  impeach,  and  articles  drawn  up,  which  were 
never  prosecuted,  an  address  was  passed  to  dismiss  &;ca. 

Danby's  case  pa.  86.7.  vol  8. — 

Accused  &  impeached  as  Treasurer  for  an  act  authorized  by 
the  Kings  sign  manual. 

Lords  refuse  to  commit  Danby. 

Afterwards  yield  and  commit  him  to  the  Tower. 

pages  97.8 — Attainted,  and  surrenders. 

Commons  refuse  to  admit  the  King's  pardon.  The  origin  of 
our  constitutional  principle. 

page  108.  Commons  refuse  to  submit  the  question  of  pardon 
in  cases  of  impeachment  to  be  discussed  before  the  Lords.  JSTot- 
withstanding  the  dissolution  of  Parliament  the  proceedings  were 
taken  up  where  they  had  been  left,  page  98. — 

Chief  Justice  of  Engd.  impeached  Yol.  8.  pa.127.8. — for  dis- 
missing a  grand  jury  of  Middlesex  when  engaged  in  preparing 
a  presentment  against  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwds.  James  2d. 

The  offence  was  committed  by  Ch.  Justice  I^orth  in  June. — 
Impeachment  agt.  him  sent  up  to  the  Lords  in  Decemr.  follow- 
ing.— page  145. — 


The  Steele  Papers  897 

Junius  letters  65.66.  concerning  Eyre's  case  for  which  in  his 
opinion  Lord  Mansfield  ought  to  be  impeached. — Letter  68. — 
contains  the  argument,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  to  the 
point. — This  case  however  is  important  merely  as  it  serves  to 
show  the  opinion  of  Junius  that  a  Judge  is  impeachable  for 
acting  agt.  law  in  his  official  capacity. 

As  to  bail  for  felony  68th.  letter  pages  228.9. 

Habeas  corpus  act  passed  1679.  in  the  reign  of  Charles  2d. 
"Every  prisoner  must  be  indicted  the  first  term  after  his  com- 
mitment" vol.  8.  page  107. — 

Comments  of  Junius  on  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  Letter  68. 
pages  228.229. 

Privilege. 

Skinners  case.    Hist  of  Engd.  vol.  7.  page  454. 

In  this  case  the  house  of  Lords  made  an  attempt  to  extend 
their  jurisdiction.  The  Commons  denied  that  the  Lords  had 
original  jurisdiction,  and  voted  the  attempt  in  this  case  to 
assume  it  a  breach  of  privilege. 

Read  the  wold  of  this  page. 

An  attempt  in  the  house  of  Lords  to  amend  a  money  bill. 
Vol.  7.  pa.468. — Resented  by  the  commons  as  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege.— The  dispute  was  carried  to  such  extent  that  the  King 
though  in  great  need  of  supplies,  prorogued  the  parliament.  — 
The  Lords  never  made  a  similar  attempt  afterwards. — Ever 
since  the  privilege  of  the  commons  has  passed  for  uncontro- 
verted. 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


[John'  Steele  on  the  Electoral  Law  Issue^ 

If  ever  a  law  was  passed  which  ought  to  attract  the  serious 
attention  of  the  people,  &  call  forth  their  determined  disap- 
probation, it  is  the  law  taking  away  from  them  the  right  of 
choosing  electors  of  Pres*  &  Y  :Pres*,  and  vesting  it  in  the  Gen^ 
assembly.  In  my  mind  it  goes  to  the  very  root  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  which  we  all  profess  to  reverence,  as  the  most 
Vol.  2—28 
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perfect  plan  of  republican  gov*®,  ever  given  to  the  world.  I  ask 
leave  therefore,  through  your  paper/  to  examine  the  subject. 
I  have  no  concern  with  party.  To  party  I  do  not  address  my- 
self, because  it  is  vain  to  attempt  to  convince  men  against  their 
party  views.  I  appeal  to  the  sober  &  reflecting  men  of  whatever 
political  creed — ^^to  the  true  friends  of  the  Constitution  &  of 
Liberty — and  to  them  I  pledge  myself  to  demonstrate — in  the 
true  sense  of  the  term — ^that  the  law  in  question  not  only 
violates  the  Constitution,  but  changes  its  whole  character  and 
destroys  the  pervading  genius  &  principle  of  republicanism  on 
which  it  is  founded.  If  this  be  so,  it  assumes  an  aspect  of  the 
deepest  interest  not  only  to  'N^.  C^.  &  to  this  generation,  but 
to  the  U.  States  &  to  posterity.  This  language  is  solemn,  but 
not  more  solemn  than  just. 

It  is  much  to  be  deplored  that  a  headlong  spirit  of  ]3arty 
should  sometimes  induce  its  honest  as  well  as  designing  votaries 
to  forget  the  sacred  interests  of  freedom,  &  to  resort  to  measures 
which  every  wise  &  dispassionate  lover  of  his  Country  must 
condemn.  Yet  deplorable  as  it  is,  the  history  of  every  free  gov*, 
furnishes  but  too  many  &  too  melancholy  examples  of  it. 
Witness  the  attempts  in  1795  on  the  part  of  the  H :  rep.*^^®®  to 
defeat  Jay's  Treaty — the  Sedition  law  of  1798 — &  the  abolition 
of  the  IT.  States  Bank  in  1810. — This  wild  &  heady  spirit  is  an 
inseparable  evil  of  republican  gov*®,  and  were  there  no  antidote 
— no  remedy,  it  would  very  seriously  impair  the  beauty  &  ex- 
cellence of  our  free  institutions.  But  it  is  a  matter  of  grateful 
reflexion  that  though  we  have  no  complete  antedote — no  perfect 
remedy — ^there  is  in  our  representative  system,  a  corrective 
adequate  in  a  great  degree  to  the  evil.  The  people  of  this 
Country  possess  a  fund  of  sound,  practical  sense,  and  a 
spirit  of  enlightened  jealously  which,  though  sometimes  de- 
ceived for  a  while,  will  ultimately  prevail,  &;  assign  to  every 
politician  &  every  political  measure  their  just  level.  They 
cherish  their  institution,  because  they  are  the  institutions  of 
liberty  they  examine  the  laws,  because  they  are  the  rules  of 
their  conduct — they  watch  their  lawgivers,  because  they  know 


^The  editor  is  unable  to  discover  in  any  of  the  newspaper  files 
of  1812  available  that  this  paper  was  published.  It  seems  likely  that 
after  its  preparation  Steele  gave  over  the  idea  of  sending  it  to  the 
press. 
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the  fallibility  and  treachery  of  man.  If  the  laws  be  wise  and 
accord  with  the  genius  of  their  free  Constitutions,  their  sub- 
mission is  not  only  cheerful,  but  rises  into  an  affection  and 
reverence  for  the  persons  of  those  who  made  them.  If  on  the 
contrary  the  laws  be  unwise — if  they  go  to  sap  the  principles 
which  form  the  heart  and  life-blood  of  their  republican  institu- 
tions— they  feel  a  horror  proportioned  to  the  danger  to  which 
they  have  been  exposed,  and  an  indignation,  corresponding  to 
the  treachery,  which  gives  us  an  enemy,  when  we  expected  a 
friend.  It  is  true  &  "pity  'tis — 'tis  true"  that  their  rulers  have 
sometimes  deceived  them,  and  they — "good  easy  souls"  have, 
in  the  ardor  of  their  devotion,  not  unfrequently  taken  to  their 
bosom  "a  Serpent"  when  they  looked  for  "si  fish."  Like  mon- 
archs,  they  have  their  flatterers  &  deceivers. — But  the  reign  of 
delusion  is  with  them  of  short  duration. — They  possess  a  spirit 
of  enquiry,  they  think  boldly,  and  speak  freely — careful  investi- 
gation, and  an  unrestrained  interchange  of  sentiment  at  length 
reach  the  facts  which  they  seek,  and  a  correct  decision  is  sure 
to  follow.  Hence  the  downfall  of  M"^.  Adam's  adm°.  which 
with  many  virtues,  had  many  defects :  hence  I  look  for  the 
downfall  of  that  which  at  present  so  pre-eminently  unlike  the 
policy  of  Washington,  &  so  precisely  like  that  of  George  1^*. 
looks  to  the  salvation  of  a  party  instead  of  the  welfare  of  the 
whole  people — restrains  our  commerce — depresses  our  agricul- 
ture— renders  us  weak  at  home  &  contemptible  abroad;  hence 
too  I  anticipate  with  confidence  a  repeal  of  the  law  under  con- 
sideration.— But  to  the  point. 

It  is  a  well  known,  established  rule  in  the  construction  of 
acts  of  assembly,  as  well  as  acts  of  Parliament,  that  an  act 
designed  for  the  public  good  shall  be  liberally  &  beneficially 
expounded,  and  that  where  the  latter,  and  manifest  spirit  & 
meaning  of  the  act  come  in  collision,  the  former  is  disregarded 
and  the  latter  fulfilled. — If  the  sober  wisdom  of  our  Courts  has 
adopted  this  rule  with  regard  to  ordinary  acts  of  assembly,  it 
is  pre-eminently  entitled  to  our  respect  with  regard  to  the  Great 
Charters  of  our  Liberties. — Human  language,  like  every  thing 
else  that  is  human,  is  imperfect,  and  it  often  happens  that  "qui 
haeret  in  litera,  haeret  in  cortice". — 'No  composition  in  the 
language,  perhaps,  exceeds  the  Federal  Constitution  for  pre- 
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cision  &  accuracy  of  expression.  Yet  we  all  know  tlie  various 
questions  whicli  have  been  agitated  and  debated  with  respect 
to  the  meaning  of  its  different  provisions.  In  this  dilemma, 
which  unhappily  we  are  so  often  compelled  to  experience,  what 
is  the  part  of  true  wisdom  &  patriotism?  What  the  rule  by 
which  the  profound  &  honest  statesman  should  enlighten  his 
judgement,  and  fulfill  the  intention  of  our  Magna  Charta? 
Is  it  to  catch  at  a  little  unguarded  expression,  though  in  mani- 
fest contradiction  to  the  whole  scope  and  design  of  the  instru- 
ment? Adopt  this  rule,  and  you  may  make  the  Holy  bible 
itself  preach  lessons  of  immorality  and  atheism. — "The  fool 
hath  said  in  his  heart,  there  is  no  God'\ — Divide  the  sentence, 
&  it  is  solemnly  proclaimed  "there  is  no  God." — ^Again — "Be  all 
things  unto  all  men"; — Give  it  a  literal  construction,  and  the 
inspired  orator  is  made  to  teach  us  vile  hypocrisy.  Let  us  then 
look  for  a  more  manly,  rational  rule,  which  setting  aside  form 
will  come  at  the  substance,  and  breaking  the  shell,  will  penetrate 
the  kernel. 

Without  wasting  time,  therefore,  in  examining  what  exposi- 
tion a  pedantic  grammarian  would  give  of  the  mere  terms  used 
in  the  clause  under  consideration,  (which  is  certainly  at  best 
ambiguous)  I  will  proceed  to  show  its  manifest  intention.  We 
all  admit  the  superior  merit  and  wisdom  of  those,  who  framed 
the  Constitution,  as  well  as  the  unrivalled  excellence  of  the 
scheme  of  Gov*,  which  it  contains.  If  then  we  can  fairly  & 
clearly  ascertain  the  views  of  the  framers  on  this  point,  there 
is,  I  presume,  with  all  candid  men,  an  end  of  the  question. 

In  the  pieces  of  "Publius" — a  masterly  work  written  by  Ham- 
ilton, Madison  &  Jay  to  explain  and  recommend  the  Constitu- 
tion, we  have  a  full  display  of  the  intention  of  its  framers,  with 
the  cogent  reasons  which  influenced  them.  It  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered that  M"*.  Hamilton  &  M^.  Madison  were  active  &  dis- 
tinguished members  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Con- 
stitution, and  wrote  these  pieces  when  the  subject  was  fresh  in 
their  mind  &  that  of  the  public.  2  Fed.  141.  "It  was  desirable 
that  the  sense  of  the  people  should  operate  &c" — who  can  read 
this  number,  &  deliberately  weigh  the  irresistible  reasons  which 
governed  the  Convention  without  being  thoroughly  convinced 
that  they  intended  to  vest  the  right  of  choosing  the  Electors,  in 
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the  people  themselves,  in  preference  to  any  pre-established  body 
of  men? — "Publius"  pronounces  this  part  of  the  Constitution 
"if  not  perfect,  to  be  at  least  excellent"  and  the  whole  drift  of 
his  argument  is  to  shew  that  its  superior  excellence  is  derived 
from  the  Electors  heing  chosen,  not  be  any  pre-established  body 
possessing  other  business  or  views  &  liable  to  be  "tampered  with 
before  hand  to  prostitute  their  votes"  but  by  the  people — for 
the  temporary  &  sole  purpose  of  making  the  appointment." — 
If  any  farther  evidence  of  the  intention  of  the  Convention  need 
be  adduced,  we  may  find  it  in  the  Virginia  Debates — p.  343  to 
352. — Gov^.  Randolph  &  M"".  Madison  give  the  same  construc- 
tion which  we  find  in  Publius.  It  is,  also,  remarkable  that  M''. 
Geo.  Mason,  &  M''.  Grayson — the  former  a  member  of  the 
Federal  Convention,  and  both  distinguished  opponents  to  the 
Constitution, — take  it  for  granted  that  the  people  choose  the 
electors  in  the  first  instance,  and  though  full  of  jealous  regard 
for  the  rights  of  the  people,  their  sole  apprehension  seems  to- 
have  been  lest  in  case  more  than  one  candidate  should  obtain 
a  majority,  or  in  case  no  candidate  should  obtain  one,  the  choice 
of  Pres^.  would  ultimately  devolve  on  the  States  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  They  never  dreamed  that  the  State  Legis- 
latures could  assume  the  appoin*.  of  the  Electors. 

I  think  therefore  the  real  intention  of  the  Convention  is  very 
clear — But   we  may  make  it   still  more   so. 

Machiavel  has  told  us — and  most  of  our  State  Constitutions 
have  adopted  his  maxim — that  it  is  necessary  for  free  gov^^  to 
recur  frequently  to  their  fundamental  principles.  If  this  be 
wise,  as  it  unquestionably  is,  we  ought  in  ascertaining  the 
nature  and  rights  of  the  different  depart*^  of  gov^  consult  the 
genius  &  principles  of  the  gov*,  itself. — What  then  is  the  per- 
vading genius  &  spirit  of  the  Constitution?  Is  it  of  a  republi- 
can or  of  an  aristocratic  cast?  Is  the  principal  influence  and 
control  to  be  given  to  the  many  or  to  the  few  ?  Are  the  people 
in  their  immediate,  national  capacity,  to  have  the  ascendency, 
or  are  the  State  Legislatures  in  their  federal  capacity  to  ap- 
point both  Pres*.  &  Senate,  &  thus  to  acquire  an  over-ruling 
sway  in  the  gen^  gov*.? 

These  are  the  simple,  yet  solemn  questions  which  the  law 
before  us  involves. — See  the  preamble  of  the  Cons°.     If  the 
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Pres*.  be  chosen  by  tbe  State  Legislatures  as  well  as  tbe  Senate, 
tbey  will  cease  to  be  checks  on  eacb  otber.  Chosen  by  the  same 
power,  they  will  probably  possess  the  same  sentiments  &  heartily 
co-operate  to  oppose,  embarrass  and  controul  the  H.  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Fewer  in  number,  and  possessing  a  longer  tenure 
of  office,  the  Pres*.  and  Senate  will  have  more  concert  and 
system.  When  besides  these,  we  consider  their  great  consti- 
tutional power,  and  the  extensive  patronage  derived  from  being 
the  organ  of  appointments,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
H.  of  Rep*^^^^  will  become  an  inferior,  secondary — perhaps 
mercenary  branch  of  the  gov*. — The  Gen^  Gov*,  will  degenerate 
into  a  mere  Amphyctionic  Council,  or  a  Congress  of  European 
Ambassadors.  The  Gen^.  gov*,  will  be  forgotten  or  disregarded 
in  the  conflict  of  separate  interests.  America  will  soon  have  her 
Athens  &  Sparta.  Foreign  nations  will  probably  interfere  in 
our  elections,  as  they  did  in  Poland — corruption  &  bribery  will 
become  fashionable — Southern  &  Northern  States  will  be  mar- 
shalled against  each  other — and  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  will 
follow  as  certainly  as  cause  &  effect.  On  this  point  I  will  not 
enlarge.    Gen^.  S.  has  already  explained  it. 

Another  circumstance  shews  the  intention  of  the  Constitu- 
tion.— If  more  than,  one  Candidate  has  a  majority — or  if  none 
obtain  one — ^the  House  of  Rep*^'^^^.  alone  are  to  choose — the 
Senate  has  nothing  to  do  in  it,  except  the  House  can  not  agree. 
Why?  Because  the  House  represents  the  people,  &  are  pre- 
sumed to  know  &  consult  their  wishes. 

Again — This  law  comes  with  very  little  grace  from  republi- 
cans— because  it  is  a  fundamental  principle  that  what  the 
people  can  do  by  themselves,  they  ought  not  to  delegate  to 
others.  Delegation  of  power  is  a  matter,  not  of  choice,  but  of 
necessity  to  avoid  greater  evils.  But  when  the  people  can 
exercise  any  branch  of  the  elective  franchise  with  sufficient  con- 
venience, and  greater  safety  to  their  liberties,  no  republican, 
certainly,  can  recommend  the  delegation  of  it  to  agents. 

Octo.  1812. 
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Notes  on  Priestley.   (John  Steele) 

Priestleys  lectures^    Vol.  2d., 

page  64.  Legislative  power  supreme — The  whole  of  this 

chapter  interesting,  as  it  relates  to  the  division  of 
political  power.  He  calls  the  Presidency  of  the 
U.S.  a  Monarchy 

pa.  6 8 :9  The  hereditary  Monarchy  necessary  in  countries 

of  great  extent — and  to  prevent  civil  wars,  and 
bloody  revolutionsm  pa.73.  the  capital  advantage 
of  a  fixed  law  of  succession  pa. 74.  The  only  dan- 
ger, balanced  by  the  power  of  appropriating 
money. — pa. 80.  "The  love  of  power  more  danger- 
ous in  Republics  than  in  monarchies."  pa  84 
"Exhorbitant  power  more  dangerous  to  the  State 
in  a  Republic,  than  in  a  monarchy.''  pa.  88  "Few 
people  think  of  public  business — the  necessity 
therefore  is  apparent  that  a  few  shd.  prepare 
measures  for  them.''  pa.  100 — Monarchies  more 
independent  of  public  spirit  and  a  sense  of 
virtue  &c. — 

pa.103.  The  fundamental  article  of  every  Govt,  is  the  Leg- 

islative &c.  p.117 — a  doubt  is  suggested  whether 
any  salaries  ought  to  be  given,  and  it  is  enough 
for  men  of  talents  who  are  poor  that  by  the 
structure  of  the  govt,  they  will  be  protected  &c. 
Then  follow  arguments  in  favor  of  property  and 
education  which  do  not  altogether  correspond  with 
the  vulgar  notions  of  republican  equality. 

pa.  119  Hint  of  importance  as  a  Maxim  of  Govt,  appli- 

cable to  the  carrying  trade — Manufactures  of  a 
domestic  kind  &c.  read  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 
pa.213. 

In  the  margin:  pa.83.  Speech  of  Charmidas  from 
Xenophon's  banquet.    Read  it. 


^Joseph  Priestley's  "Lectures  on  History  and  General  Policy,  with 
an  Essay  on  a  Course  of  Liberal  Education  for  Civil  and  Active 
Life,"  2  Vols.,  London,  1793. 
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pa.207.  Classes  of  society — four  Vizt. 

pa.317  to  323.  Some  excellent  observations  in  favor  of  religious 
toleration,  applicable  also  to  politics — Exclusive 
pretensions  in  both  are  inconsistent  witb.  enlarged 
views. 

pa.  337.  In  Europe  one  balf  of  tbe  people  live  in  large 

Towns — and  1/3  of  those  in  the  country  are  arti- 
sans— 4/ 6th. 

Vol.2'^.pa.367.  Arguments  for  and  agt.  standing  armies  and 
Militia. 

pa.389.  And  some  pages  forward  give  an  excellent  view  of 

the  origin  and  nature  of  parties.  Parties  often 
continue  long  after  the  motives  of  their  combi- 
nation have  ceased.  Observations  on  duelling  at 
the  end  of  this  chap.  pa.  399. 

pa.462.  Persecution,   religious   or   political   inflames   the 

zeal  of  the  persecuted  party,  and  this  spreads  as  it 
were  by  infection. 

pa.470.  Large  empires  extend  the  genius  of  mankind,  by 

suggesting  great  projects — in  giving  greater  scope 
to  the  mental  faculties,  and  in  supplying  great 
objects  to  their  imagination. 

VOLTAIKES  Univ.  history. 

pa.93.  Speaking  of  the  ISTorman  irruptions  towards  the 

IXth  century  "It  is  difft.  to  determine  which 
country  in  Europe  was  the  worst  governed  and 
most  unhappy.  All  were  divided — and  all  were 
weah.  This  confusion  opened  a  passage  to  the 
people  of  Scandinavia  &ca. 

Same  page  Yoltaries  U.  Histy.  pa.93.  An  accot 
of  the  deposition  of  Charles  the  Fat  by  an 
Assemby.  of  E.  &  German  Lords  convened  by 
himself  is  concluded  in  these  words  "There  was 
at  that  time  neither  the  right  of  birth,  nor  the 
acknowledged  right  of  election: — Europe  was  a 
chaos  in  which  the  strongest  rose  upon  the  ruins 
of  the  weakest,  in  order  to  be  at  length  thrown 
down  by  others." 
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pa.99.  Of  Rollo.    "True  conquerors  are  those  who  know 

how  to  make  laws:  their  power  ie  stable — the 
others  are  torrents  that  pass  away."  Rollo  be- 
came peaceable  &oa. 

pa.  101.  Speaking  of  the  devastations  committed  in  France 

&  Engd.  by  the  plunderers  of  the  l^orth.  "It 
seems  as  if  there  were  particular  periods  in  which 
the  whole  earth  is  destined  by  the  constitution  of 
human  nature  to  be  a  scene  of  slaughter,  and 
these  periods  are  but  too  frequent";  but  it  is  an 
agreeable  respite  when  amidst  such  horrors  we 
see  a  man  like  Alfred  arise  who  rescues  his 
country  from  slavery  and  governs  it  like  a  good 
king." 

pa.  13  6.  See  the  story  of  Pope  Formosus — An  instance  of 

the  wonderful  effect  of  popular  versatility — A  re- 
markable account  of  the  deposition  of  another 
Pope  by  Otho  the  great,  page  143  &  144. 

pa.  339.  The  story  of  the  origin  of  Swiss  liberty. 

pa.367.  The  interesting  stories  of  John  Huss  and  Jerome 

of  Prague — This  may  be  considered  the  dawn  of 
the  reformation — Both  burnt  by  sentence  of  the 
Council  of  Constance  which  sat  from  N^ovr.  1413 
to  May  1418. 
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Boundary  Memoranda 

"And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  Commissioners  on  the  part 
and  behalf  of  this  State  should  be  appointed  to  meet  any  Com- 
missioners which  may  hereafter  be  appointed  by  the  State  of 
N^orth  Carolina  for  the  purpose  of  making  more  plainly  the 
line  in  every  part,  designating  the  County  of  Walton — 

Section  1®*.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  house 
of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Georgia  in  Greneral  Assembly 
met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  his  Excellency  the 
Governor   be,   and   he   is   hereby   authorized   and   required   to 
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appoint  two  or  more  fit  and  proper  persons  as  Commissioners 
on  tlie  part  &  behalf  of  this  State,  with  full  and  competent 
power  to  meet  any  two  or  more  Commissioners  that  may  be 
appointed  by  the  State  of  l^orth  Carolina  for  the  purpose  of 
designating  more  plain  &  clearly  the  lines  of  the  aforesaid 
County  of  Walton." — Extract  from  a  law  of  Georgia. 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


To  begin  at  the  termination  of  the  line  of  1772  and  run  a 
direct  course  from  thence  to  the  35°  'N.  L.  on  the  ridge  which 
divides  the  Eastern  from  the  Western  waters,  and  thence  to  be 
continued  along  the  top  of  the  said  ridge  of  mountains  until 
it  intersects  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  west  from  the  head  of 
Tugaloo  river  as  expressed  in  the  act  of  cession  from  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  to  the  United  States;  but  if  the  35°.  of  E".  L. 
cannot  not  be  found  on  any  part  of  the  1^.  ridge  of  mountains 
between  the  line  of  which  S^.  C.  now  expresses  jurisdiction  and 
the  head  of  the  Tugaloo  river,  in  that  case  the  line  shall  run 
from  the  termination  of  the  line  of  1772  to  a  point  on  the  said 
ridge  within  the  bounds  afore^.  which  shall  be  found  to  be 
nearest  to  the  35°.  and  from  thence  along  the  top  of  the  said 
ridge  as  above  described  in  the  cession  act  of  South  Carolina. 

Rough  Sketch  of  a  line,  not  proposed. 
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Fragment  of  Letter 
Sir; 

The  committee  of  the  congregation  appointed  to  confer  with 
you  when  here  have  since  carried  round  a  subscription  paper 
(a  copy  of  which  is  subjoined),  and  we  are  happy  to  inform  you 
that  the  amount  subscribed  is  equal  to  the  sum  which  you  in- 
formed us  you  w*^.  be  willing  to  accept  for  one  half  of  your 
services  as  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel. — ^A  like  sum  for  the  other 
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half  of  y^.  services  we  liave  reason  to  believe  lias  been  sub- 
scribed in  the  adjoining  congregation  of  Tbyatira^  wbicb  we 
flatter  ourselves  you  will  consider  a  sufficient  inducement  to 
visit  us  again  in  tbe  course  of  the  summer,  or  as  early  in 
autumn  as  will  comport  with  your  engagements. — 

(Copy,  unsigned,  in  Steele's  band)  ^ 

Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Society. 


List  of  Slaves^ 

Old  Jim.  Lucy.  Jackson.  Jenny.  Frank.  Annica. 
Abram.  Pbebe.  Tom.  Sarab.  Lucy.  Silvia.  12  . .  12 

Betsy.  Frank.  Antony.  Abram.  Hannab.  Tom.  name 

Lydia  &  Maria  6  . .    2 

Sal.  Bill.  Sam.  Sandy.  Dan.  Sawney.  Molly.   Cotty. 

Mike.  9  . .    8 

Sam.  L.  Sarab.  Joe.  Annica.  Richmond.  Hampton.  Lill. 

Dol.  Agar.  Isom.  Jubelo.  11 . .    9 

Powers.  Edy.  Guy.  Bristol.  Annie.  Milly.  Zack.  Enoch     8 .  .   7 
Tom  Tit.  Sappho.  Rosetto.  Sylvia.  Cresy.  George. 

Harry  7  .  .    7 


53  . .  45 
"  Suckey.   Sarah.   Tyurk.   Cicity.  Matilda.  Hannah 

Stativa.  IsTany.  Jim.  Alice  11  . .  11 

London.  Mary.  Charlotte.  Phillis.  Amy.  Harriet 6  .  .    3 


70  . .  59 


^Por  the  ministers  of  Thyatira  Church  after  1777  see  Rumple, 
Rowan  County,  367-370.  Also  Foote's  Sketches  of  North  Carolina, 
337-349. 

2This  list  of  slaves,  in  Steele's  handwriting,  is  without  date,  or 
any  indication  of  its  purpose.  It  doubtless  represents  a  list  made 
up  for  tax  purposes,  with  the  sum  opposite  each  group  made  in 
pounds,  North  Carolina  not  having  changed  to  the  Federal  currency 
system  until  1810. 
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Lucys  house 
old  Jims  family 
Phebe 

Sal.Bil.Sam. 
Jubelo.Gil.Dol 
Harry 

Eicbm*^.  Hampton 
Sandy.  Geo.  Dan 
Han.  IsTance  Lyd. 
Antb^.  Maria. 
Aga.  Isom. 


9 
1 
3 

3 
1.  17 


2. 
3. 
3. 

2. 

2. 


29.  21 


Edys  bouse 
Powers.  Edy.  Guy  3. 

Bristol.  Anna.  Jenny.  3. 
Sawney.  Molly.  Annica.  3. 
Tom  Tit.Sappbo.Eosetta.3. 


Sylvia.  Cressy. 
Milly.  Zack.  Enock. 
Coty.  Mike.  Bitsy. 


Joe's  House 
Sam.  L  Sarab 
Joe  Annca 


Old  Lucys  bouse 
Edys  bouse 


2.14 
3.  1 
3.  1. 

20.16 


4.  4 

29.  21 
20.  16 

53.     41 


M.  Troy  to  John  Steele 
Dear  Sir, 

Tbere  is  no  prayer  book  bere.  We  will  tbank  you  to  be  so 
good  as  to  bring  yours  or  send  it,  and  read  tbe  necessary  parts 
on  tbis  melancboly  occasion. 

Yours 

M.  Troy.i 
Spring  Hill 

Monday  afternoon. 

A.L..S.  Steele  Papers.  N.  C.  Historical  Commission. 


■^Mathew  Troy,   of  Rowan.     See  Rumple,   J.,   History  of  Rowan 
County,  315,  for  Troy  family  and  relationships. 
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A. 

Aaron,  brigantine,  158. 

Act  of  Escheats,  repealed,  195  n. 

Adams,  James,   73. 

Adams,  John,  Davila,  108  n.;  electoral 
vote  in  N.  C,  147;  vote  in  N.  C, 
148;  electoral  vote  in  N.  C,  192, 
200,  201. 

Adams,  John,  of  Fayetteville,  student 
at  Salisbury  Academy,  563,  564, 
575,  576,   578,   579,  594,  715. 

Adams,  Robert,  563. 

Address  to  the  Freemen,  etc.,  879. 

Alexander  I,  offers  mediation,  704. 

Alexander,  Evan,  elected  State  As- 
sembly, 160  n.,  393  n.,  his  serv- 
ices, 484  n.;  reports  on  gold  pros- 
pects,  506. 

Alexander,  Nathaniel,  elected  gover- 
nor, 460,  508,  514. 

Alexander,  Wallace,  solicits  patronage, 
59;  declines  commission,  161  n.; 
candidate   for  judgeship,   195. 

Alexander,  William,  152. 

Alexander,  William  L.,  candidate  for 
State  Assembly,  160. 

Alliance,  with  France,  3  n. 

Alliance,  Franco-Spanish,  1779,  6  n. 

Allen,  Mr.,  his  mare,  180. 

Alston,  Willis,  his  course  in  Congress, 
403  n.,  404;  represents  the  "Hali- 
fax District,"  405  n.;  on  turf 
matters,  423. 

Alston,  William,  colonel,  breeds 
horses,  626. 

Alves,  Walter,  sketch,  147  n.;    666. 

Amendments  to  Federal  Constitution, 
proposed  by  N.  C,  61. 

Anderson,   David,   merchant,   149,   497, 
498,  541,  561,  572,   659. 
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Anderson,  H.,  167. 

Anderson,  John,  167. 

Andrews,  Mr.,  601;  to  survey  Thorn- 
ton's lands  in  N.  C,  634. 

Anthony,  horse,   151. 

Anti-Commercial  Bill,  650. 

Arnhart,  Abram,   824. 

Arnold,  Benedict,  350  n. 

Armstrong,  John,  in  "Glasgow 
frauds,"  693  n. 

Armstrong,  John,  United  States  min- 
ister to  France,   612,   645. 

Armstrong,  Martin,  Brigadier-General, 
117  n. ;  implicated  in  "Glasgow 
frauds,"  693;  seeks  alibi,  694, 
695,   696. 

Armstrong,  Thomas  T.,  694. 

Ashe,  John  Baptista,  63,  226;  gover- 
nor, 313;  elected  governor,  dies, 
330  n. 

Ashe,  Samuel,  judge,  121. 

Assumption  of  State  debts,  71  n.; 
additional  proposals,  81. 

Auditors,  certificates  of  State  debt, 
57,  58. 

Avery,  Waightstill,  on  Indian  com- 
mission, 41. 

Ayer,  Elijah,  251  n. 


B. 


Bagge,  Charles  F.,  707. 

Baker,  Blake,  attorney-general,  416. 

Baldwin,  Abraham,   122,   131   n. 

Balfour,  Eliza,  467. 

Ballew,  Bennet,  among  Cherokees,  51 
n.;  applies  for  service  as  inter- 
preter, 52  n.;  advises  Indians, 
53,   54. 
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Bank  of  Cape  Fear,   497,  536  n.,   540, 

546,    555,    562,    564,    609,    654,    664, 

734,  735. 
Bank   of    Columbia,    230    n.,    335,    422, 

426. 
Bank  of  New  Bern,  536,  734,  735. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  263. 
Banks      of      North      Carolina,      their 

utility,  537. 
Bankrupt  Law,  1800,  357. 
Bannerman,  R.,  deed  to,  137. 
Barnet,   William,   colonel,   of   Georgia, 

on  boundary  commission,  494,  520. 
Barnet,  Mr.,  Consul  at  Antwerp,  293. 
Barrett,     William,     recommended     by 

Davie,  308  n. 
Bates,  Mr.,  15. 

Beall,  Mr.  of  Georgetown,  421,  434. 
Beall,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  427. 
Beall,  Miss,  354. 
Beard,   Lewis,  3,   10,   89,   93,   328,   331, 

541,    544,    546,    568,    569,    586,    601, 

731   n.,   732,   863,   879   n. 
Beard,  Mrs.  Lewis,  3. 
Beatey,  Francis,  741. 
Beaumarchais's  claims,  236  n. 
Beaver  Pond,  races,  176,  177,  180. 
Beckman,   Colonel,   9. 
Bell,  Mr.,  156. 
Bell,   Andrew,   collector,    New   Jersey, 

189. 
Bell,  Joseph,  147. 
Belden,  Mrs.,  715. 
Benge,  Obediah  W.,  73. 
Benton,  Samuel,  party  to  a  turf  suit, 

825. 
Berlin,   decree,  655. 
Bethel,  "William,  73. 
Betts,   Mr.,   460. 
Bishop,   Risdon,   269. 
Binford,  John  M.,  in  State  Senate,  62; 

desires  federal  oflBce,   63. 
Blackburn,  George,  711. 
Blackledge,      William,      Congressman, 

431. 
Blackledge,  Richard,  84  n. 


Blair,  James,  209,  249,  424. 

Blassingham,  John,  on  boundary  com- 
mission for  S.  C,  638,  711. 

Blockade,  enemy,  1813,  704. 

Bloodworth,  Timothy,  21  n.,  22,  70,  501. 

Blount,  John  Gray,  85  n.,  860. 

Blount,  Thomas,  84,   96,   105,  441,  860. 

Blount,  William,  Indian  Agent  for 
N.  C,  21  n.,  27  sketch,  29  n.,  41, 
42  n.,  51  n.,  57,  67,  67  n.,  70,  85, 
130,  767. 

Blount,   Willie,   86,   666. 

Blum,  Jacob,  of  Salem,  84  n. 

Blyth,  Joseph,  doctor,  590,  591;  on 
boundary  issue,  638,  647,  711; 
kills  negro,  500,  501. 

Bodenhamer,  William,  601,  699. 

Bolingbroke,  Viscount,  (Henry  St. 
John),  847. 

Bollman,  Justus  Erich,  Dr.,  in  Burr's 
conspiracy,  492. 

Bonaparte,      Napoleon,      victor      over 
second     coalition,     218      n.;      his 
American    designs,    354    n.,    367 
dictates    peace    to    Austria,    463 
peace   to    Prussia,    463,    595,    596 
rumors  of  his  death,  700. 

Boude,  Thomas,  352. 

Boudinot,  Elias,  sketch,  688. 

Boundary  Commission,  appointed,  455. 

Boundary  issue  with  Georgia,  sketch, 
516,  520,  527  n. 

Boundary  issues  with  South  Carolina, 
471,  552,  566,  574,  591,  690,  712, 
832. 

Bourn,  Benjamin,  107  n. 

Boykin,  Mr.,  585. 

Boylan,  William,  330  n.,  440-441,  475, 
476,  508,  516,  707. 

Bradford,  Mr.,  711. 

Bradford,  William,  attorney-general 
102  n. 

Bradley,  Richard,   652,   657. 

Braley,  Walter,  73. 

Brandon,  Mathew,  439,  482. 
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Breckenridge,  John,  of  Kentucky,  366. 

Brimmer,  George,  610,  611,  618. 

Brown,  Mr.,  722. 

Brown,  A.,  299. 

Brown,  Christopher,  765. 

Brown,    Rev.    John,    opens    Salisbury 
Academy,  495  n.,  563,  584. 

Brown,  John,  senator  from  Kentucky, 
105  n. 

Brown,  Joseph,  864. 

Brown,  Thomas,  Major-General,  115  n. 

Buck  Springs,  Nathaniel  Macon's 
plantation,  402. 

Bnffon,  George  Louis  Leclerk,  French 
naturalist,  392. 

Burgoyne,  John,  General,  3  n. 

Burke,  Thomas,  12,  78  n. 

Burnside,  John,  deed  to,  137. 

Burnside,  Thomas,  deed  to,  137. 

Burr,  Aaron,  electoral  vote  in  N.  C, 
148,  192;  possible  as  president, 
198,  270;  quarrel  with  N.  Y.  Re- 
publicans, 289;  repudiated  by  his 
party,  357;  kills  Hamilton,  438; 
his  conspiracy,  490,  494;  his  plans, 
492;  his  trial,  510,  511;  his  object, 
512. 

Burton,  Hutchins  G.,  534  n. 

Burton,  Robert,  638  n.,  710. 

C. 

Cabarrus,  Stephen,  191,  330  n.,  384. 

Csesar's  Head,  523. 

Caldcleugh,  Andrew,  435,  785,  786. 

Caldwell,  David,  Colonel,  of  Iredell, 
89,  93,  444. 

Caldwell,  Joseph,  Doctor,  travels  to 
Buncombe,  518,  523;  sketch,  526 
n.;  report  to  Ga.  boundary  com- 
mission, 797,  590,  591;  artist  to 
boundary  commission,  500,  5^02  n., 
514,  516,   517. 

Camden  Races,  282. 

Cameron,  Duncan,  sketch,  701,  703; 
declines  commission,  708,  729,  688. 


Campbell,  Hugh,  727. 

Campbell,  John,   695. 

Campbell,  William,  155. 

Carey,    James,    serves    as    interpreter, 

51  n. 
Carey,  Mathew,  sketch,  619. 
Carnes,  Thomas  P.,  of  Georgia,  108  n.; 

on  boundary  commission,  494,  520. 
Carney,  Stephen  W.,  191;   his  interest 

in  turf  matters,  423. 
Carrington,  Edward,  154,  642. 
Carroll,    Daniel,    74    n.;    president    of 

mining  company,  481,  877. 
Carroll,  Richard,  deed  to,  136. 
Carson,  Mr.,  627. 
Carson,  Hugh  H.,   671. 
Carson,  John  K.,  633,  634,  883,  884. 
Carter,      James,      his      indenture      to 

Robert  Gillespie,  739. 
earthy,  D.,  860. 
Cartouch,       race-horse       of       Willace 

Alston. 
Carver,    Robert,    deed    to,    136;    deeds 

land,  138. 
Casey,  Archibald,  764,  775. 
Catawba     navigation     company,     139, 

144,  145. 
Chambers,  Edward,  151  n.,  184,  208  n., 

513,  863. 
Chambers,    Henry,    receives    appoint- 
ment, 185  n.,  325,  586. 
Chambers,  Joseph,  182  n.,  184,  185  n., 

196,  210  n.;  recommended  by  John 

Steele,     247;     factor    to    Choctaw 

Nation,  303   n.,  325,   678,  692,   721, 

722,  725;   his  activities,  863. 
Chambers,    Maxwell,    sketch,    149,    208 

n.;    his    family,    210    n.,    250,    785, 

78^6. 
Chambers,  Newnan,   160. 
Chapman,  William,  97. 
Charles,  a  slave,  151. 
Charleston,  blockade  of,  7;   races,  282. 
Chase,   Samuel,  judge,   257   n.;    career 

on  the  bench,  403;   his  charge  to 

jury,  409. 
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Cheraw,  American  army  near,  8; 
races,  282. 

Cherokee  Indians,  negotiations  with, 
19;  treaty  with,  21  n.,  36;  lands 
claimed,  41;  negotiations  with,  47; 
to  be  negotiated  with,  36;  "Talk" 
to  by  Andrew  Pickens,  John 
Steele,  and  Henry  Osborne,  50; 
deserve  chastisement,  85;  threaten 
union  with  Creeks,  129;  estimates 
for  treaty,  37;  treaty  to  be  made, 
38;   treaty,  524. 

Chesnut,  John,  sketch,  435. 

Chicamauga   Indians,  36,  12,8. 

Chickasaw  Indians,  their  land 
claims,  41. 

Christie,  Gabriel,  of  Maryland,  336. 

Christian,  William,  as  Indian  treaty 
commissioner,  41. 

Claiborne,  William  C.  C,  governor  of 
Mississippi  territory,  311;  in 
Louisiana,  356;  governor  of  Or- 
leans territory,  430. 

Clark,  Abram,  his  motion  in  congress, 
122;  his  motion,  126;  his  motion, 
131. 

Clark,  Elijah,  48  n. 

Clark,  Robert,  his  charges,  477;  in 
danger  of  mob,  478. 

Clinton,  Dewitt,  anti-war  candidate, 
670  n.;  his  political  support  in 
North  Carolina,  679,  681;  politi- 
cal prospects  of,  682,  655. 

Clinton,   George,  vice-president,   651. 

Clinton,  Sir  Henry,  3,  4  n.;  captures 
Charleston,   7. 

Coates,  Captain,  3. 

Cobbett,  William,  172  n. 

Cochran,  Mrs.  Anne  (Mrs.  James 
Turner),  412. 

Cochran,  Delia,  715. 

Cochran,  Richard,  133  n.,  135. 

Cochran,  Robert,  31,  32,  14;  sketch, 
117  n.,  133  n.,  134;  deed  to,  136; 
deeds  land,  138. 

Cochran,  Mrs.  Robert,  Sr.,  133  n. 


Cochran,  Robert,  Jr.,  133  n.;  shares 
in  estate,  135,  169,  209  n.,  637; 
his  family,  715,  722,  723,  727. 

Coit,  Joshua,  107  n. 

Collector,  horse,  178,  180. 

Collins,  Abraham,  tried  for  counter- 
feiting, 453;   on  trial,  477. 

Congress,  in  Philadelphia,  72  n. 

Congressional  Investigation  of  Treas- 
ury,  1801-1803,   288   n. 

Congressmen,  from  North  Carolina, 
First  Congress,  64  n. 

Continental  post  roads,  65  n. 

Continental  Securities,  held  in  Hol- 
land, 65. 

Conventional  Agreement,  on  boundary 
issue,   709,   1808,   798. 

Cook,  Samuel,  interest  in  horses,  432. 

Coppedge,  Charles,  628. 

Cornwallis,  Charles,  Marquis,  at  Char- 
lotte, 9;  in  Salisbury,  10;  moves 
to  Wilmington,  11,  7  n.,  208. 

Cotton  Crop,  1805,  killed  by  frost,  455. 

Cotton,  price  of,  1802,  341;  1803,  348; 
1809,  599. 

Cotton,  James,  73. 

Coupee,  Francis,  568,  600. 

Court  of  Conference,  origin  of  N.  C. 
Supreme  Court,  451. 

Court  Legislation,   615. 

Court  System  of  N.  C,  under  change  88. 

Cowan's  Ford,  Battle  of,  5. 

Coxe,  Tenche,  sketch,  101  n.,  102,  124, 
293,    301. 

Cranch,  William,  judge,  627;  sketch, 
630. 

Craver,  Mr.,  398. 

Crawford,  Greer  S.,  deed  to,  137. 

Creek  Indians,  treaty  with,  19,  36,  37; 
Blount  intends  war  on,  85. 

Criminal  Code  of  N.  C,  respecting 
slaves,  483. 

Cross  Creek,  14. 

Crump,  John,  72,  73. 

Cunningham,  James,  863. 
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Cunningham   and    Sloan    vs.    Trustees 

of   University,    732. 
Custis,  Eleanor,  110  n. 
Custis,  John  Parke,  110  n. 

D. 

Davidson,  John,  487. 

Davidson,  William,  major,  5,  5  n.;  to 
store  supplies,  46;  justice  of  the 
peace  at  Swannanoa,  54,  767. 

Davie,  Allen  Jones,  sketch,  585;  in- 
terest in  turf,  648. 

Davie,  Hyder  Ali,  sketch,  611. 

Davie,  William  Richardson,  publishes 
Debates  of  the  Hillsborough  Con- 
vention, 33,  181  n.,  224,  293;  letters 
from,  308,  398;  defeated  for  Con- 
gress, 404;  called  "King"  of  the 
Federalists  in  the  South,  405;  his 
resentment  at  N.  C.'s  subordina- 
tion to  Virginia  in  politics,  414- 
415;  on  turf  matters,  422-424;  his 
lands  in  Tenn,,  423;  resigns  as 
boundary  commissioner,  456;  pre- 
pares to  move  to  S.  C,  456;  his 
relation  to  boundary  commission, 
457;  his  services,  470  n.,  494,  585 
n.,  649,  860. 

Davis,  John,  resigns  comptrollership 
of  Treasury,  140  n.,  141. 

Davis,  Thomas,  General,  722,  723,  727. 

Dawson,  William  Johnston,  370. 

Dayton,  Jonathan,  132  n. 

Deane,  Silas,  236  n. 

Dearborn,  Henry,  107,  217,  218  n.,  705. 

Debates,  on  Federal  Constitution,  33; 
in  Congress  on  repeal  of  Judi- 
ciary Act,  of  1801,  257  n. 

Decatur,   Commodore   Stephen,   595   n. 

Dent,  William,  Esquire,  72,  73. 

Derby,  Earl  of,  626. 

Desdemona,  race  horse,  626. 

d'Estaing,  Count,  3  n.,  6  n. 

DeSaussure,    Henry   W.,    193. 

Dewitt's  Corner,  Indian  Treaty,  38; 
effect  of,  40,  747. 


Dexter,  Samuel,  sketch,  107  n.;  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  U.  S.  Treas- 
ury, 194,  206,  217,  353. 

Dickinson,   John,   269. 

Dickinson,  Joseph,  elected  to  Con- 
gress, 162  n. 

Directory  of  French  Republic,  atti- 
tude  toward   America,    155. 

District  of  Mero,  in  Tennessee,  40. 

Divorce,  a  bill  before  N.  C.  legisla- 
ture,  416. 

Dobbs,  Author,  governor,  507. 

Dominion  Gentry,  105  n. 

Donaldson,  Robert,  buys  property,  135; 
receives  acct.,   139. 

Dorchester,  Lord  (iSir  Guy  Carleton), 
111  n. 

Douthard's  Gap,  523,  524. 

Drayton,  Jonathan,  Secretary  to  Con- 
gress, 20. 

Drayton,  John,  Governor  of  S.  C,  456. 

Dromgoole,  Alexander,  bears  letters 
to  Cherokees,  53,  54  n. 

Drought,  in  N.  C,  170. 

Dry  Docks,  in  Jefferson's  naval  nolicy. 
367. 

Duane,  William,  259  n.,  289;  receives 
Federal   patronage,    362,    559    n. 

Duffy,  William,  481,  485. 

Dunnbarton,  Earl  of,  434. 

Dusenbury,   Samuel,   160   n. 

Duval,  Gabriel,  succeeds  Steele  as 
Comptroller,  337  n.;  confirmed  as 
Comptroller,  339. 

E. 

Earle,  Mrs.,  her  tavern,  499,  590,  591. 

Early,  Mr.,  576. 

Early,  John,  583. 

Eccles,  Mr.,  563,  594. 

Edgar,   Patrick   Nisbet,   ed.,  American 

Race-Turf  Register,  171  n. 
Electoral  College,  190. 
Electoral  Law,  1811,  in  N.  C,  680,  688; 

attempt  to  repeal,  1812,  688. 
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Election  of  1800,  361  n. 

Electoral  Vote  in  N.  C,  148  n.,  190  n.; 
in  1800,  192. 

Electors,  N.  C,  presidential,  meet,  192. 

Ellery,  Christopher,  361. 

Ellis,  Willis,  424,  864. 

Ellsworth,  Oliver,  229  n. 

Embargo,  influence  on  trade,  535  n., 
537,  539,  540,  546;  effects  com- 
plained of,  551;  effects  of,  544, 
559;   unpopularity,  596,  645,  881. 

Emmet,  John,  deed  to,  137. 

Eppes,  John  Wayles,  sketch,  419,  534, 
650. 

Equity  Causes,  in  Morgan  District, 
795. 

Erwin,  William,  691. 

Escheats  Act,  repealed,  201. 

Eustis,  William,  Doctor,  369;  sketch, 
672. 

Excise  Bill,  under  consideration,  65  n. 

Excise  Law,  82  n. 

Executive  OflBces,  removed  from  Phila- 
delphia, 275  n.,  307. 


P. 

Fairfax  Lands,  suit  to  recover,  452. 

Fairfax,  Thomas,  240  n. 

Falkner,  William,  denounced  hy  Mont- 
fort  Stokes,  95. 

Fanning,  David,  raids  Hillsboro,  12  n. 

Fayetteville  Gazette,  76. 

Fearnaught,  horse,  55. 

Federal  Judiciary  Act,  1801,  254  n.; 
1801,  repealed,  260  n. 

Findlay  and  Smith,  printers,  577. 

Pinley,  Mr.,  656. 

Fisher,  Charles,  223  n.;  sketch,  719. 

Fisher,  George,  160  n. 

Fisher,  John,  269. 

Fisher,  Jacob,  183,  224,  225;  elected 
State  senator,  439;  influence  in 
Rowan  politics,  439. 


Florida,  American  designs  on,  345; 
Steele  desires  its  acquisition,  409; 
United  States  plans  for  acquisi- 
tion, 462;  American  interest  in, 
559;    "Florida  Proclamation,"  645. 

Flournoy,  Colonel,  of  Georgia,  on 
boundary   commission,   494,   520. 

Foreign  Affairs,  state  of,  1809,  612, 
620;  Joseph  Pearson  on,  650. 

Foreign  Relations,  655. 

Forman,  Anthony,  Indian  interpreter, 
52  n. 

Forney,  Daniel  M.,  sketch,  469  n.,  472; 
in  war  of  1812,  671. 

Forney,  Peter,  defeats  John  Phifer, 
708. 

Fort  Caswell,  715. 

Fort,  Ocracoke  Inlet,  216  n. 

Fort  Johnston,  715. 

Fourt  Moultrie,  in  blockade  of 
Charleston,   7. 

Frances's  Tavern,  105. 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  236  n. 

Franklin,  Jesse,  political  services  of, 
339  n.,  347;  sketch,  393  n.;  retired 
from  U.  S.  senate,  441;  his  defeat 
for  U.  S.  senate,  446;  in  State 
senate,  459;  withdraws  as  candi- 
date for  governor,  460. 

Franklin,  state  of,  30  n. 

Freehling,  Doctor,  interest  in  hybrids, 
390-393. 

Freeling,  Major,  671. 

Freneau,  Philip,  91  n. 

French  Feet,   7. 

Fulton,  John,  827. 

G. 

Gaither,  Basil,  89,  93;  his  address  to 
Rowan  citizens,  327,  348. 

Gale,  George,  74  n. 

Gales,  Joseph,  187  n.,  191  n.,  195;   re- 
ceives   State's    printing,    330    n.; 
State's  printing,   440-441,  475,  536, 
.    543  n.,  656. 
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Gallatin,  Albert,  686;  loses  seat  in 
U.  S.  senate,  109  n.;  becomes  Sec- 
retary of  U.  S.  Treasury,  204,  223, 
325,  326;  views  on  government, 
228;  views  on  fitness  for  office, 
228;  his  report  on  Treasury,  229 
n.;  ideas  on  banking,  231-232,  340; 
instructs  Comptroller  Steele,  262, 
284,  286;  sketch,  301  n.,  313,  335; 
defends  Steele's  record  as  Comp- 
troller, 336,  626. 

Gansevoort,  Peter,  General,  62'4  n. 

Gaston,  William,  Judge,  31  8n.,  602 
n.;  as  anti-war  Federalist,  698. 

Gates,  Horatio,  11;  defeated  at  Cam- 
den, 9. 

Gelston,  David,  262,  298,  299. 

Georgia,  her  boundary  issue  with 
N.  C.  in  Congress,  467. 

Gerry,  Elbridge,  124  n. 

Gholson,  Thomas,  670  n. 

Gibson,  James,  707. 

Gibson  and  Jefferson,  purchases  Ran- 
dolph negroes,  642. 

Gilbert,  Alex  M.,  recommended  for 
commissioner,  163. 

Gilbert,  Ezekiel,  107  n. 

Giles,  William  Branch,  sketch,  369; 
his  resolution  in  Congress,  616, 
620,  621. 

Gillaham,  Major,  150. 

Gillespie,  Elizabeth  (Elizabeth  Max- 
well Steele),  742;   deed  to,  744. 

Gillespie,  James,  104  n. 

Gillespie,  Robert,  1  n.,  2  n.,  3  n.,  4  n., 
5,  6;   death  of,  14,  759. 

Gillespie,  Robert,  Sr.,  buys  lands,  739. 

Glasgow  Frauds,  693  n. 

Glasgow,  James,  373  n.,  451  n. 

Glass,  Josiah,  charges  John  Moore, 
477. 

Goddard,   Calvin,   353. 

Gold,  in  Cabarrus  County,  505. 

Gold  Mine,  a  charter  for  company  in 
N.  C,  876. 

Goldsborough,  H.,  167. 


Gracie,  Anderson  &  Co.,  of  Petersburg, 
606. 

Graham,  General  Joseph,  548  n. 

Grand  Jury,  address  to  John  Steele, 
72. 

Gray,  Alexander,  opposes  Joseph 
Pearson,   708   n. 

Great  Britain,  relation  to  the  Miranda 
Expedition,  463. 

Green,   Sophia,   715. 

Greene,  Nathaniel,  General,  super- 
cedes Gates,  9;  in  flight  before 
Cornwallis,  10;  moves  to  Camden, 
11. 

Grenville  Lands,  453. 

Grenville,  Lord  William,  111  n. 

Grenville,  Earl  John,  suit  for  recov- 
ery of  lands,  452,  458. 

Griffin,  Samuel,  Colonel,  122,  131  n. 

Grimke,  John  F.,  140  n. 

Grove,  William  Barry,  member  of  the 
Commons,  18,  44;  letter  to,  74; 
assists  Steele,  75;  sketch,  104  n., 
117,  119,  126,  132,  133;  register  of 
lands,  137,  163,  164  n. ;  names  can- 
didates for  Loan  Commission,  165, 
195  n.,  274,  373,  374;  his  political 
fortunes,  386  n.,  464,  860. 

Grove,   Mrs.  William  Barry,   388,   727. 

Guilford   District,  707. 

Guilford  Courthouse,  battle  of,  11  n. 

Guion,  John  Williams,  514;  secretary 
to  governors,  517. 

Gun-Boat  Navy,  596. 

Gurley,  James,  884. 

H. 

Habeas  Corpus,  bill  to  suspend   (U.  S. 

Senate),  495. 
Habersham,   Joseph,   172;    sketch,   304 

n. ;   Postmaster-General,  433. 
Habersham,  Mrs.  Joseph,  305. 
Hadens,  Mr.,  428. 
Hall,  Rev.  James,  sketch,  468  n.,  471. 
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Hall,    John,     elected    judge     Superior 

Court,  195  n.,  201. 
Hall,  Joseph,  609. 
Halifax  Military,   certificates  of   State 

debt,  57. 
Halifax,  a  turf  center,  585. 
Hamilton,    Alexander,    funds    debt    of 

U.   S.,   64  n.;    report  to  Congress, 

83  n.,  93  n.,  101,  106,  109,  110  n., 

114,    123;    his    pamphlet,    188    n.; 

Nourse's    account    of    duel    with 

Burr,  438. 
Hamilton,  John,  candidate  for  district 

attorney,     56     n.;     candidacy    for 

office,  58. 
Hamilton;      John,      Colonel,      imports 

horse,    171    n.;     interest    in    turf 

matters,  423,  516. 
Hampstead  Plains,  race  course,  180. 
Hampton-Sidney   College,  607. 
Hampton,   Wade,    Colonel,   interest   in 

horses,    178    n. ;    his    horses,    180; 

sells  mare,  557;  his  race  interests, 

558;    services,  624,  810,  811. 
Harlem  races,  178,   179,   180. 
Harper,  Robert  Goodloe,  156  n.,  842. 
Harrington,  Mrs.  Rosanna,  724. 
Harris,  Charles,  90  n. 
Harris,  D.,  299. 
Harris,   Edward,   a   candidate   for  the 

bench,  416,  485. 
Harrison,   Carter  B.,   108   n. 
Harrison,  Richard,  299;   U.  S.  auditor, 

297  n.,  305,  427,  434,  549. 
Harrison,  Mrs.  Richard,  305  n. 
Hart,  Bernard,  298. 
Hart,  James,  interest  in  turf,  426, 
Hart's  "Old  Medley"  horse,  171  n. 
Hauser,  George,  62,  67  n. 
Hawkins,     Benjamin,     Indian     Treaty 

Commission,  21. 
Hawkins,  Benjamin,  69,  114  n. 
Hawkins,  Philemon,  Jr.,  480  n. 


Hawkins,  William,  Governor,  667,  680; 
supports  war  1812,  681;  as  war 
governor,  699  n.;  declines  U.  S. 
Senatorship,  730. 

Hawks,  Francis,  Secretary  to  Gover- 
nor Spaight,  103. 

Hay,  John,  candidate  for  Congress, 
386. 

Hayden,  Joseph,  73. 

Haywood,  Eliza  Eagles,  319  n.,  481. 

Haywood,  John,  194  n.,  197;  ill,  202; 
interest  in  Steele's  appointment, 
211,  213;  hope  for  the  Union,  258, 
312;  his  family,  319  n.;  regrets 
Steele's  resignation,  329;  un- 
successful as  turfman,  476,  514, 
527;  his  party  bias,  529  n.,  602, 
860. 

Haywood,  Mrs.  John,  319  n. 

Haywood,  John  Steele,  319,  331  n.,  730. 

Haywood,  Sherwood,  clerk  State  Sen- 
ate, 22;  loan  commission,  182  n., 
186  n.,  203,  224,  244  n.,  273,  373, 
383;  sketch,  418  n.,  471,  476,  518, 
604,   608. 

Haywood,  Washington,  319. 

Haywood,  William  H,,  bank  agent  at 
Raleigh,  556,  597,  608. 

Hazen,  Moses,  General,  287  n. 

Heap,  Mr.,  9,  10. 

Heard,  John,  horse-trainer  for  Steele, 
171  n. 

Heath,  Robert  Jones,  154  n. 

Hemphill,  Joseph,  352. 

Henderson  and  Company,  their  titles 
to  western  lands,  23. 

Henderson,  Archibald,  161  n.,  192  n. 
in   Congress,    261   n.,   309    n.,   312 
sketch,    355,    388,    408,    475,    541 
directs  branch  bank,  544,  546,  586, 
608,  615,  728,  732,  733. 

Henderson,  Richard,  activities  of  his 
company,  24  n.;  western  interests 
of,  40;  his  western  lands,  41. 

Henley,    David,    sketch,    549. 
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Henry,  Robert,  797. 

Hermione,  British  vessel,  confiscated, 
851. 

Heth,  William,  Colonel,  sketch,  302; 
removed   from  oflQce,   306. 

Hicks,    Robert,    leases    property,    135. 

Hill,  Whitmell,  12,  13. 

Hill,  William,  becomes  district  attor- 
ney, 56  n. 

Hobby,  Mr.,  his  debt,  233;  late  mar- 
shall  of  Maine,  234;  refuses  bail, 
235. 

Hobkirks,  Hill,  defeat  of  Greene  at, 
11  n. 

Hodgdon,   Samuel,   148. 

Hodge,  Abram,  114  n.,  187  n.;  loses 
State's  printing,  330  n.;  his 
library  at  Halifax,  476. 

Hodge  and  Boylan,  191  n. 

Hodge  and  Wills,  print  Debates  of 
Hillsborough  ConArention,  33,i  187  n. 

Hodge,  Rev.  Moses,  607. 

Hogg,  James,  78  n. 

Hogg,  John,  147  n.,  564,  571;  on  bank 
affairs,  581,  637;   sketch,  651,  654. 

Hogg   (John)   and  Company,  563. 

Holland,  James,  defeated  for  Congress, 
162  n.,   163  n. 

Hollingsworth,   Mr.,   336. 

Holston  Treaty,  41,  128,  130. 

Holt,  Isaac,  688. 

Hoomes,  John,  Colonel,  625. 

Hooper,    George,    17    n.;    note   on,    31. 

Hopewell  Treaty,  with  Indians,  21  n., 
28,  39;  quoted,  40;  protested  by 
N.  C,  41;  its  status,  42;  inter- 
preted by  William  Blount,  43,  752. 

Hopkins,  Betsy  (Mrs.  John  Sibly),  714. 

Hopkins,  John,  U.  S.  Commission  of 
Loans  for  Virginia,  245,  302,  306. 

Home,  Elias,  883,  884. 

Houck,  George,  149. 

Houck,  Henry,  149,  159,  562,  570. 

Houcks,  tenants  of  John  Steele,  182, 
185. 


Howard,     Caleb    D.,    publishes    paper 

with  Sibley,  17  n. 
Howell,  James,  883. 
Howey,   John,   73. 
Hughes,  Edward,  741. 
Hunt,  Daniel,  in  commons,  439. 
Hunt,    John,    clerk    of    Commons,    24, 

330  n.,   439. 
Hunter,   John,   108   n. 
Huntington,  General,  155. 
Huske,  John,  557,  79. 
Hussey,   Joseph,   566. 

I. 

Indian  Treaties,  to  be  made,  19;  com- 
mittee report  on,  21. 

Indian  War,  in  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory,  81   n. 

Ingersoll,  Jared,  vice-presidential  can- 
didate, 681. 

Ingram,  John  Doctor,  31;  buys  prop- 
erty, 135. 

Iredell  County,  32  n. 

Iredell,  James,  on  Constitution,  33; 
publishes  debate  on  Hillsborough 
Convention,  33  n.;  his  vote  in 
N.  C,  148. 

Irvine,   William,   sketch,   303. 

Irwin,  Jared,  governor  of  Georgia,  494. 

Irwin,  Robert,  117  n. 

J. 

Jackson,  Mr.,  371. 

Jackson,  Francis  James,  British  Min- 
ister, 605  n.,  612,  616  n. 

Jackson,  James  of  Georgia,  109  n., 
213  n. 

Jackson,  Mrs.  James,  213  n. 

Jackson,  John  George,  duel  with 
Joseph  Pearson,  617;  wounded, 
618;  heads  Foreign  Relations 
Committee,   644. 

Jackson,  Jonathan,  506,  508. 

Jackson,   Major,   434. 

Jacobins,   in  South,   169. 
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Jacocks,  Jonathan,  candidate  for  Con- 
gress,  403,   405. 

James,  horse,  55. 

James,  William,   275. 

Jarvis,  Leonard,  288. 

Jay,  John,  as  envoy  to  England,  123  n. 

Jay  Treaty,  880  n. 

Jean,  a  slave,  151. 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  political  activities, 
102  n.;  electoral  vote  in  N.  C,  147, 
148;  candidate,  188,  193  n.;  elec- 
toral vote  in  N.  C,  192,  198,  200; 
his  partisan  position,  215,  223; 
introduces  Littlepage,  239;  his  ap- 
pointments policy  criticised,  260 
n.;  regrets  Steele's  resignation  as 
Comptroller,  337;  his  second  mar- 
riage, 347;  as  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, 350;  his  message  to  Con- 
gress, 355;  plans  to  secure  Louis- 
iana, 367  n.;  quoted,  408;  as  presi- 
dent, 509,  534  n.,  882. 

Jersey  races,  178. 

Jervis,  Sir  Charles,  113. 

Jocelin,  Amariah,  wishes  office,  226  n. 

Jockey  Club,  at  Salisbury,  791. 

John  Adams,  war  vessel,  622,  623. 

Johnson,  Charles,  85  n. 

Johnston,  Mr.,  315. 

Johnston,  Gabriel,  Governor,  506. 

Johnston,  Samuel,  25  n.;  on  treaty 
with  Indians,  34;  elected  judge 
Superior  Court,  195  n.,  201;  re- 
signs from  bench  416. 

Jones,  Mr.,  121. 

Jones,  Allen,  interest  in  horses,  423. 

Jones,  Anne  Maria  (Mrs.  J.  B.  Little- 
john),  534  n. 

Jones,  Edward,  154  n.;  principal  clerk 
in  Treasury  Department,  his  sal- 
ary, 326,  827,  583. 

Jones,  Martha,  534  n. 

Jones,  Sally,  534  n. 

Jones,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  247  n. 


Jones,  Willie,  Chairman  legislative 
committee,  24  n. ;  executor  of  Gov- 
ernor Thomas  Burke's  will,  79  n.; 
sketch,   534. 

Jordan,  Mr.,  237. 

Judiciary  System  of  N.  C,  bill  to 
amend,  440. 

Jumarts,  hybrids,  390. 

Juno,  slave,  715. 

Justice,  Amos,  522,  523. 

K. 

Keigle,  Robert,  883. 

Kentucky,     proposes     amendment     to 

U.  S.  Constitution,  458. 
Key,  Philip  Barton,  482,  877. 
Kimball,  Mr.,  304,  434. 
Kindall,  William,  73. 
King,  Nicholas,  death  of,  674. 
King,  Rufus,  sketch,  684. 
King,   Samuel,   312;    slanders  William 

Polk,   313. 
King,  Thomas,  73. 
Knowsley,  race  horse,  626. 
Knox,  Henry,  Secretary  of  War,  45  n., 

82,   109,   124. 
Knoxville,    treaty    at,    80;    named    by 

William  Blount,  80  n. 
Krider,  Jacob,  671. 
Kumrah,  hybrids,  391. 

L. 

Lacy,  Theophilus,  706. 
Lake  Ontario,  battle  on,  717. 
Lance,  Peter,  708. 
Land  Tax,  bill  to  equalize,  440. 
Lane,  Charles,  523. 
Langdon,  Mr.,  208,  785,  786. 
Lanier,     Robert,     as    treaty     commis- 
sioner, 41. 
Leake,  John,  185. 
Leatherman,   Daniel,   439. 
Lee,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,,  245. 
Lee,  Authur,  236  n. 
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Lee,  Charles,  376,  486  n. 

Lee,  Henry,  124  n. 

Lee,  Thomas  Bland,  74  n. 

Legislative  Ball,  197. 

Lenoir,  William,  Colonel,  85  n. 

Lenox  Castle,  172  n. 

Lenox,  John,  172   n. 

Lewis,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  102. 

Lewis,  Joel,  73. 

Lewis,  Captain  Meriweather,  discusses 

expedition,  495. 
Lewis  and  Clark,  expedition,  494. 
"Lethe,"  Steele's  plantation  in  Rowan, 

407,  425  n.,  447. 
Libbey,  Mrs.,  578. 
License  Bill,  federal,  704. 
Lightfoot,    William,    imports    horses, 

626. 
Littlejohn,  Joseph  B.,  534. 
Littlejohn,  Lewis,  239  n.,  240. 
Lincoln,  Benjamin,  General,  5  n.,  6  n.; 

surrenders  Charleston,  7  n. 
Lincoln,  Levi,  233,  239;  U.  S.  attorney- 
general,  290  n. 
Lindsay,  John,  699. 
Linn,  Reverend,  188. 
Livingston,  Edward,  220  n.,  298  n.,  299. 
Livingston,     Robert,     negotiates     for 

Louisiana,  354,  412. 
ij03Ln    Office,     (U.    S.),    movement    to 

abolish,  419. 
Locke,  Francis,  160  n.;    elected  judge, 

416;       political       services,       439; 

sketch,  515,  725,  879  n. 
Locke,  John,  15. 
Locke,  Mathew,  110  n.,  121,  123,  191  n., 

192  n. 
Locke,  Moses  A.,  515. 
Lombardy,  Steele's  home,  425  n. 
London,  John,  on  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 

interests,  662,   828. 
London  Packet,  sale  of,  167. 
Long,  Alexander,  54  n.,  55,  725. 
Longino,  John  T.,  73. 


Long  Island,  races,  177,  178. 

Long  Island  of  Holston,  Indian 
Treaty,  747  n.,  753. 

Lord's  Prayer,  in  Catawba  language, 
589. 

Louis,   XVI,   111   n. 

Louisiana,  cession  of,  by  Spain  to 
France,  alarms  America,  340,  344 
n.,  347;  negotiations  for,  365  n.; 
interest  in  purchase  of,  403;  in- 
fluence of  its  cession,  406;  pur- 
chase praised  by  Steele,  409,  511; 
made  a  state,   651. 

Loughborough,  Mr.,  his  horses,  425; 
interest  in  turf,  426. 

Love,  William  C,  723. 

Lowell,  John,  interest  in  gold  lands, 
508,  519,  lands  in  N.  C,  560,  561; 
desires  to  sell  N.  C.  lands,  610. 

Lowrie,  Samuel,  459. 

Liucchesine,  Marquis,  392. 

Lucy,  race  horse,  626. 

Ludlow,  Mr.,  221. 

Lufborough,  Nathan,  237  n. 

Lyman,  William,   107  n. 

Lytle,  Robert,  heirs  of,  obtain  judg- 
ment, 79,  78   n. 


Mc. 

McAllister,  Alexander,  18  n. 

McBryde,  Archibald,  628,  701. 

McCall,  Archibald,  305  n. 

McCall,  Mrs.  Archibald,  305. 

McCall,  Miss,  352,  363. 

McCana,  Mr.,  300. 

McCorkle,  Alexander,  864. 

McCorkle,  John,  864. 

McCorkle,  Nancy,  8. 

McCorkle,  Samuel,  864. 

McCorkle,    Samuel    Eusebius,    4,    6,    8, 

14,  181  n.,  209  n.;  sketch,  762. 
McCorkle,      Mrs.      Samuel      Eusebius 

(Margaret  Gillespie),  4,  6,  8. 
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McCulloch,  Alexander,  65  n. 

McCulloch,  Benjamin,  54  n. 

McCulloch,  George,  453,  454,  513,  731 
n.,  733. 

McCulloch,  Henry  Eustace,  731  n.,  750. 

McDowell,  Joseph,  calms  Indians,  51 
n.,  68,  105  n.,  106  n.;  brigadier- 
general,  117  n.;  differences  with 
Steele,  118;  contro^v^ersy  with 
Steele,  121;  explains  criticism  of 
Steele,  131. 

McEwan  &  Company,  Philadelphia, 
487. 

McFarlan,  Duncan,  Grove's  opinion  o"" 
386;  under  indictment  for  for- 
gery, 459;  elected  to  Congress,  459. 

McGillivray,  Alexander,  orders  attack 
on  whites,  49  n. ;  journeys  to  New 
York,   69. 

Mcintosh,  Laughlin,  Indian  treaty 
Commissioner,  21  n. 

McKean,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
380. 

McKee,  Mr.,  121. 

McKee,  Dr.,  intrigues  against  A. 
McLane,  269. 

Maclaine,   Archibald,   16,   17. 

McLane,  Allen,   260-267,   268,   332,  348. 

McMillan,  A.,  584. 

M. 

Macay,  Spruce,  75  n.;  lands  in  Ten- 
nessee, 80,  152;  judge,  192,  382, 
383,  407. 

Macey,  Obed,  707  n. 

Mackie,  Robert,  deed  to,  136. 

Macnamara,  Robert,  718  n. 

Macon,  Nathaniel,  political  services, 
105  n.,  Ill,  119,  122,  126,  127,  132; 
influences  patronage,  238  n.;  op- 
poses war  policy,  681;  has  confi- 
dence of  N.  C.  federalists,  281  n. ; 
racing  interests,  314-315;  elected 
speaker,  344;  attitude  on  war, 
345;  his  republican  principles, 
404   n.;    views  on   foreign   affairs, 


1806,  462;  peace  plans,  464;  fear 
of  war  with  Great  Britain,  467, 
370,  487  n.,  489,  509,  672;  bill 
No.  1,  621,  622;  bill  No.  2,  623. 

Madison,  Dolly,  617  n. 

Madison,  James,  105  n.,  114,  390,  436 
favors     "Yazoo"     claimants,     509 
his     presidential     prospects,     540 
inaugurated,  596;  message  of  1809, 
613;  his  war  policy,  670;  political 
support    in    N.    C,     680;     caucus 
candidate,  880  n.,  881,  882. 

Malbone,   Francis,  107   n. 

Marbury  vs.  Madison,  375  n.,  377  n., 
861. 

Mark  Antony,   horse,   55. 

Marshall,  Francis,  826. 

Marshall,  John,  dines  in  company  with 
Burr,  510;  relation  to  the  Fairfax 
Lands,  452  n.;  popular  in  Raleigh, 
454;  possible  candidate  for  Presi- 
dent, 682,  685. 

Martin,  Alexander,  speaker  State 
senate,  22,  59,  67  n.,  85  n.;  elected 
U.  S.  senator,  89,  96,  109  n.,  860. 

Martin,  James,  707;  candidate  for 
congress,  706. 

Martin,  as  adventurer  and  Indian 
agent,  53  n.;  Indian  treaty  com- 
missioner, 21. 

Martin,  Francis  X.,  sketch,  588. 

Mason,  Mr.,  7. 

Mason,  Reverend,  188. 

Masters,  John  B.,  568,  569. 

Mathews,  George,  Georgia  Commis- 
sioner, 27,  28  n.,  29,  43. 

Mebane,  James,  730. 

Meigs,  Josiah,  doctor,  on  Georgia 
Commission,  523;  report  to  Boun- 
dary Commission  (Georgia  Boun- 
dary), 797. 

Mendenhall,  Mr.,  348. 

Mentges,  Colonel,  359. 

Mercer,  John  Francis,  482,  877. 

Meredith,  Samuel,  his  claims,  235, 
251  n.,  252. 
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Merriwether,  J.,  49. 

Middleton,  Henry,  governor  of  iS.  C, 
711  n. 

Midas,  race  horse,  150,  151,  160,  171  n., 
174,  175,  176,  177,  179,  184,  426. 

Migginson,  Benjamin,  sheriff  in  Mont- 
gomery, 674,  675,  677,  716. 

Milan  Decree,  655. 

Millbourne,  General,  introduces  land 
tax  bill,  440. 

Milledge,  John,  of  Georgia,  485. 

Miller,   George,   765. 

Miller,  William,  U.  S.  commissioner  of 
revenue,  174,  325,  335,  352,  358, 
361,  426. 

Miller,  William,  governor  of  N.  C., 
sketch,  729  n. 

Miranda,  Francisco  de,  his  expedition 
to  Venezuela,  463,  relation  of  his 
expedition  to  U.  S.  policy,  464. 

Mississippi,  American  interest  in  its 
navigation,  345,  356. 

Mississippi  Teritory,  its  governors, 
417  n.;  organized,  511. 

Mitchell,  Samuel  Latham,  doctor, 
sketch,  369. 

Monmouth,  Battle  of,  3,  4. 

Monroe,  James,  plenipotentiary  to 
Spain,  354;  envoy  to  France,  357; 
his  success  in  France,  366,  371; 
mission  to  France,  387;  relation  to 
Louisiana  purchase,  431,  489;  in 
Virginia  politics,  509,  880. 

Montague  Hill,  terminus  of  boundary 
survey,   1772,  501. 

Montflorence,  James  Cole,  Colonel, 
181   n.,   293,   308. 

Moore,  Alfred,  sketch,  16  n.,  13  n.; 
Justice  of  U.  S.  Supreme  Court, 
252  n.,  409,  860. 

Moore,  John,  191  n.;  relation  to  coun- 
terfeiting case,  453;  on  boundary 
commission,  455,  457,  468,  470; 
under  false  charges,  477;  has  con- 
fidence of  people,  478,  493,  514; 
resigns  boundary  commission,  573, 
568. 


Moore,  William,  824. 

Moreau,  Jean  Victor  Marie,  438. 

Morgan,  Mr.,  480. 

Morris,   Captain,  165. 

Morris,       Gouvernour,      minister       to 

France,  82,  255  n.,  361. 
Moy,  Mr.,  6. 
Moylan,  Stephen,  175. 
Mull,  Tobias,  720,  721. 
Munford,  Richard,  133. 
Munford,  Robinson,  sheriff,  136. 
Murphey,   Mr.,   546. 
Murphey,  James,  161  n.,  163. 
Murphey,  John,  538,  539,  543,  659,  660. 
Murphey,  Archibald   Debow,   571,   583, 

688,  701,   732,   733. 
Murray,  Alexander,  205  n. 

N. 

Napier,  Mr.,  424. 

Nash,  Abner,  Governor,  507. 

Nash,      Frederick,      Speaker     of     the 

House,   729. 
Nash,  Thomas,  his  case,  851. 
Nathan,    Simon,    298. 
National   Gazette,   91   n. 
National  Intelligencer,  670  n. 
Navy  Department,  investigated,  368  n. 
Negroes,  price  of,  533;  profits  on,  571; 

sale  of,   632;    sale  of  in  Virginia, 

643. 
Nelson,  Hugh,  643. 
Nesfield,  Anne,  has  suitors,  18,  133  n.; 

her   estate,    134;    buys   land,    136; 

165  n.,  209  n.,  388,  579,  713;  death 

of,  720,  726. 
Nesfield,  Dolly  (Mrs.  John  Steele),  14. 
Nesfield  heirs,   133,   134. 
Nesfield,  John,  133  n.,  165  n. 
Nesfield  property,  sale  of,  135. 
Newberry,   John,   137. 
New  Jersey,  elections  in,  188. 
New  Judiciary  Bill   (N.  C),  485. 
Newland,   Daniel,   269. 
New  Market,  races,  180,  314. 
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Newnan,  Anthony,  Doctor,  77  n.,  166 
n.,  209  n. 

Newnan,  Daniel,  receives  commission, 
165,  166  n. 

Newnan,  John,  studies  in  Philadel- 
phia, 77,  209  n.,  762. 

Newnan,  Montgomery,  appointed  mid- 
shipman, 196  n.;  dismissed  from 
navy,  205  n. 

New  Orleans,  excited  over  Burr  con- 
spiracy, 513. 

Nicholas,  John,  108  n. 

Nicholl,  Mr.,  294. 

Nicholson,  Joseph  Hopper,  of  Mary- 
land, 336,  346,  369,  431. 

Non-Importation  Act  (Federal),  sus- 
pended, 486  n.,  704. 

Nootka  Sound  Incident,  66  n. 

North  Carolina  Line,  5  n. 

North  Carolina  State  Journal,   187  n. 

North  Carolina  Minerva  and  Raleigh 
Advertiser,  187  n. 

North  Carolina  Minerva,  187  n. 

North  Carolina,  purchases   stock,  244. 

North  Carolina,  her  revolutionary 
debt,  254  n. 

North  Carolina  Assembly,  thanks 
Steele  for  service,  255. 

North  Carolina,  its  politics,  1812,  685. 

North  Carolina  Land  Office,  693  n. 

Northern  States,  prosperous,  1801, 
215. 

Nott,  Abraham,  judge,  717. 

Nourse,  Charles  J.,  427. 

Nourse,  Joseph,  his  expenses  for  re- 
moval of  Register's  OflBce,  275  n.; 
sketch,  436;  interest  in  study  of 
Religion,  437;  purchases  house, 
437;  exceeds  his  franking  priv- 
ilige,  475,  486;  on  foreign  affairs, 
542,  543,  627. 

Nourse,  Mrs.  Joseph,  427,  437,  542,  578. 

O. 

Ogden,  Titus,  80. 

Ohio,  admitted  to  the  Union,  408. 


Olcott,  Mr.,   298. 

Old  Certificates,  of  N.  C.  debt,  245  n. 

Oliphant,  Dr.,  of  Charleston,  507. 

Oliphant,  John,  743. 

Orders  in  Council,  Br.,  539,  617. 

Orleans  Territory,  created,  430;  sal- 
ary of  governor,  430;  its  gover- 
nors, 430  n. 

Orme,  Mr.,  surveyor,  634,  635,  636. 

Orr,  Alexander  Dalrymple,  122  n,; 
sketch,  126  n.,  131,  359  n. 

Orr,  Benjamin  Grayson,  351,  352,  359, 
363. 

Orr,  Mrs.  Benjamin  Grayson,  354,  363. 

Orr,  Elizabeth,  351,  363. 

Orten,   Samuel,  609. 

Osborne,  Henry,  commissioner  for 
Indian  Treaty,  19  n.;  Georgia 
commissioner,  43   n. 

Osborne,  Spruce  Macay,  671. 

Otis,  Samuel  Alleyne,  790. 

Outlaw,  George,  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor, 729. 

Overton,  Thomas,  buys  property,  135. 

P. 

Page,  John,  302,  306. 

Paine,   Thomas,   510. 

Parker,  Jonathan,  707  n. 

Parker,  Thomas,  741. 

Party  Schism,  in  Congress,  487  n. 

Party  Spirit,  in  State  legislature, 
460-461. 

Patterson,  William,  governor  of  New 
Jersey,  praised,  409. 

Payne,  John,  357,  359,  371. 

Peace  in  Europe,  news  of,  615. 

Peace  Party,  in  N.  C,  1812,  685. 

Pearce,  Abraham,  269. 

Pearson,  Jesse  A.,  210  n.,  444,  498, 
503;  offers  for  military  service, 
548;  buys  race  horse,  557,  573, 
601,  625,  648,  649,  679;  services  in 
war  of  1812,  671,  673;  military 
service,  675,  699,  716;  buys  horses, 
811. 
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Pearson,  Mrs.  Jesse  A,,  death  of,  449. 

Pearson,  Joseph,  393  n.,  438;  sketch, 
440,  558,  568,  569;  criticises  Presi- 
dent Madison,  594;  duel  with  John 
George  Jackson,  617,  618,  628,  631, 
633,  634;  on  foreign  relations  644, 
675,  677,  678,  690,  692,  693;  as  anti- 
war federalist,  698;  rejoices  at 
'Napoleon's  failure  in  Russia,  700; 
criticises  conduct  of  war,  704-706, 
708. 

Perkins,  Nicholas,  takes  Burr,  512. 

Person,  Thomas,  General,  sketch,  429. 

Petersburg,  races,  314. 

Phelps,  Oliver,  298. 

Fhifer,  John,  represents  Cabarrus 
County,  459,  643;  in  Congress, 
708. 

Pichon,  L..  A.,  charge  d'affaires  of 
France  in  America,  300,  366  n. 

Pickens,  Andrew,  commissioner  for 
Indian  Treaty,  19  n.,  21  n.,  27, 
28  n.;  William  Blount's  estimate 
of,  29,  36;  distrusted  by  Blount, 
43  n.;  to  act  with  John  Steele  in 
Indian  negotiations,  44,  45,  46; 
has  funds  for  Indian  negotiations, 
47,  51. 

Pickering,  Timothy,  124,  141. 

Pinckney,  Charles  C,  148,  169  n.,  193. 

Pinckney,  William,  650,  880. 

Pinckney,  Thomas,  minister  to  Eng- 
land, 82,  113  n.,  148,  354. 

Plummer,   Kemp,   730. 

Parker,  Mr.,  234. 

Parker,  Josiah,  105  n. 

Politics,  in  North  Carolina,  191-192. 

Politics,  in  Congress,  1810,  620. 

Folk,  Charles,  73. 

Polk,  Leonidas,  480  n. 

Polk,  Thomas  G.,  692. 

Polk,  William,  Colonel,  190  n.;  super- 
visor of  revenue,  163  n.,  224,  309, 
312  n.;  candidate  for  governor, 
313,  323,  328;  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor, 330,  383,  479,  518,  530,  534; 


buys  negroes,  535,  536,  671;  ap- 
pointed U.  S.  brigadier  general 
1812,  672;  president  of  State  Bank 
of  N.  C,  673;  manages  for  Clinton 
in  N.  C,  681,  690;  candidate  for 
governor,  729. 

Polk,  Mrs.  William  (2d),  her  family, 
480. 

Poll  Tax,  in  N.  C,  443. 

Pollydore,  horse,   178,  180. 

Pope,  Dr.,  715,  722. 

Porter,  John,  225. 

Post  Office  bill,  as  affecting  N.  C,  81; 
passes  House,  81  n. 

Post  Office,  distrust  of,  448  n. 

Post  Roads,  71. 

Postlethwait,  Samuel,  of  Natchez,  311. 

Potter,  Henry,  judge,  holds  U.  S.  cir- 
cuit court,  451;  sketch,  451  n.; 
delivers   opinion,    453. 

Powell,  Mr.,  removed  from  office,  235. 

Produce  Prices,  1808,  612. 

Prince,  Mr.,  305. 

Pruitt,   Howard  B.,  826. 

Public  Opinion,  in  N.  C,  169  n. 

Purviance,  Samuel  D.,  candidate  for 
judgeship,  195  n.,  370  n.;  elected 
to  Congress,  1803,  386  n. 

Q. 

Quakers,  in   Guilford  County,  707. 
Quincy,  Josiah,  505,  506,  618. 

R. 

Racing,  at  Salisbury,  interest  in,  321. 

Raiford,  Mr.,  134. 

Raleigh  Register,  187  n. 

Rand,  W.,  runs  Steele's  horse,  Midas, 
282. 

Randolph,  Edmund,   assumes  office  of- 
Secretary  of  State,  102  n.,  109  n., 
124;   suit  against,  246  n.,  270,  321. 

Randolph,  John,  270,  369,  487  n.;  his 
political  influence,  509;  policy  in 
Congress,    596;     offers    resolution 
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to  repeal  non-intercourse  act,  623; 
sells  negroes,  642. 

Rawdon,  Lord,  defeats  Greene  at 
Hobkirk's  Hill,  11  n. 

Rawn,  David,  154  n.,  229,  320,  321, 
325;  his  salary,  326,  332;  endorsed 
by  Steele  to  Gallatin,  333,  335, 
768. 

Ray,  Zachariah,  73. 

Read,  James,  Colonel,  154,  155,  157, 
860. 

Resolutions,  respecting  commerce, 
104  n. 

Resolutions,  Bladen  County,  161. 

Resolutions,  Congressional;  on  Louisi- 
ana, 355;  for  calling  Militia  to 
seize  New  Orleans  and  Florida, 
365;   authorizing  volunteers,  367  n. 

Resolutions,  of  thanks,  to  Steele,  383, 
384. 

Reynolds,  Mr.,  348. 

Rhode  Island,  to  suffer  pressure  to 
enter  Union,   61. 

Riddick,  Joseph,  190  n. ;  speaker  of 
State  Senate,  330  n.,  384. 

Robbins,  Jonathan,  his  case,  851. 

Roberson,  Doctor,  713. 

Roberson,  Mr.,  stenographer,  at  Hills- 
boro  Convention,  33. 

Robeson,   424. 

Rodney,  Caesar  A.,  349,  350. 

Rose,  Alexander,   505,   507. 

Rose,  George,  British  Minister  to 
U.  S.,  538. 

Ross,  Andrew,  sketch,  243  n.;  acting 
comptroller,  325. 

Ross,  David,  produces  iron  in  Vir- 
ginia and  Tennessee,  53  n. 

Ross,  James,  on  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  365. 

Rowan,  Robert,  Colonel,  159,  164  n. 

Rowan,  a  bill  to  divide,  416. 

Rush,  Benjamin,  Doctor,  90  n. 

Rush,  William,  land  patented  by,  136. 

Rutledge,  John  Jr.,  361,  362. 

Rutherford  Courthouse,  520. 


Rutherford,  Griflath,  General,  defeats 
the  Cherokees,  22,  39,  41,  84  n. 

S. 

Sacketts  Harbor,  reported  disaster  at, 
705. 

Saidler,  Mr.,  298. 

St.  Clair's  defeat,  influence  on  Indians, 
129 ;  his  removal  from  ofiice,  347  n. 

St.  Tries,  Mr.,  80. 

Salisbury  Races,  282. 

Salisbury  Academy,  563,  607. 

Savage,  Mr.,  500. 

Savannah,  attack  on,  6;  capture  of  by 
British,  6  n.;   invested,  7. 

Seagrove,  James,  Indian  agent,  130. 

Seaton,  "W.  W.,  edits  Intelligencer, 
543  n.,  656  n. 

Seawell,  Henry,  attorney-general  in 
N.  C,  sketch,  418  n.,  429. 

Secret  sessions,  of  U.  S.  Senate,  72  n. 

Selim,  horse,  55. 

Sessford,    John,    428. 

Sevier,  John,  activities  in  Tennessee, 
30  n.,  52  n.;  seeks  to  purchase 
Indian  lands,  53. 

Sharpe,  Major,  80. 

Sharpe,  Mr.,  182. 

Shaw,  James,  188. 

Shaw,  William,  608. 

Shober,  Emanuel,  on  banking  in 
N.  C,  733,  735. 

Sheet  Iron,  price  of,  498. 

Sheldon,  Mr.,  301. 

Shepperd,  William,  741. 

Sherburne,   John   S.,   106   n. 

Sheriffs,  journey  to  Raleigh,  455  n. 

Sherman,  Roger,  107  n. 

Sibley,  Ann  Eliza  (the  Sibley  family), 
714. 

Sibley,  John,  doctor,  17  n.,  62,  74  n., 
75;  defends  Steele,  76,  135;  buys 
land,  136;  describes  lands  in  Mis- 
sissippi territory,  373,  374;  re- 
sides at  Natchitoches,  714;  his 
second  marriage,  his  family,   714. 
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Sibley,  Mrs.  John,  1st,  (Betsy  Hop- 
kins),  134  n.,   714  n. 

Sibley,  George  Champlain,  714. 

Sibley,   Henry,   714. 

Sibley,  Henry  Hopkins,  714. 

Simmons,  Mr.,  332. 

Simmons,  William,  accountant  of  War 
Department,  72j.. 

Simons,  James,  merchant  at  Charles- 
ton, 340. 

Simpson,  Mr.,  263;  his  accounts,  273. 

Singletary,  J.,  register  of  deeds,  137. 

Sitgreaves,  John,  services,  22,  56  n. 

Skinner,  Joshua,  Federal  Loan  Com- 
mission,  164  n. 

Skinner,  William,  159  n. 

Skipwith,  Fulwar,  consul-general  in 
Paris,  293  n. 

Skipwith,   Lady,   863. 

Slade,  William,  195,  416;  represents 
Edenton,  459. 

Sleighter,  H.,  723. 

Smallwood,  Mr.,  676. 

Smallwood,  William,  General,  pursues 
Cornwallis,   9. 

Smilie,  John,  108  n. 

Smith,  Benjamin,  76  n.;  candidate  for 
U.  S.  Senate,  441,  632,  643;  offers 
negroes  for  sale,  644. 

Smith,  David,  767. 

Smith,  John,  439. 

Smith,  Peter,  buys  slaves,  151. 

Smith,  Robert  W.,   569,   654. 

Smith,  Robert,  of  Maryland,  612. 

Smith,  Robert,  Colonel,  98  n.,  99. 

Smith,  Samuel,  108  n.;  sketch,  369, 
682,  222  n. 

Smith,  Samuel  Harrison,  542. 

Smith,  Samuel  Stanhope,  607  n. 

Smith,  Thomas,   13. 

Speculators  in  State  Certificates,  57. 

Spaight,  Richard  Dobbs,  12,  13,  85  n., 
103  n.,  115,  191,  218;  killed  in 
duel,  314;   his  family,  318  n.,   869. 

Spallanzani,    Abbe,    on    hybrids,    390- 
391. 
30 


Spanish  Treaty,  1795,   355  n. 

Spanish  West  India  fleet,  6. 

South  Building,  at  University  of  N.  C, 
602. 

South  Carolina,  electoral  vote,  1800, 
193,  195. 

Stanford,  Richard,  701;  sketch,  707. 

iStanly,  John,  103  n.;  kills  Richard 
Dobbs  Spaight  in  duel,  218  n.;  in 
Congress,  247  n.,  314;  sympathy 
of  John  Haywood  for,  318;  sketch, 
676,  729. 

State  Bank  of  N.  C,  652,  654,  664. 

State  Gazette,  187  n. 

State  patronage,  330  n. 

Statesburg,  horse,  151;  his  record,  763. 

iStay  Law,  615  n.,  of  1812,  884. 

Stedman,  Elisha,  135. 

Steele,  Anne,  210  n.,  219,  245,  261, 
354,  358  n.,  371,  427,  431,  434, 
498  n. 

Steele,  Elizabeth,  373,  488,  714;  mar- 
ries,  727. 

Steele,  Elizabeth  Maxwell,  letters 
from,  1-15,  759  n.;  her  obituary, 
759;    her  estate  settlement,  828. 

Steele,  Ephraim,  8  n.;   letters  to,  1-11. 

Steele,  Mrs.  Ephraim,  10. 

Steele,  John,  2  n. ;  his  marriage,  14; 
commissioner  for  Indian  Treaty, 
19,  20;  to  treat  with  Indians,  25 
n.;  presses  the  North  Carolina 
Amendments,  62  n. ;  influence  in 
N.  C.  Assembly,  68;  influence  in 
choice  of  U.  S.  senators,  68  n.; 
defends  course  in  Congress,  73  n.; 
his  circular  of  information,  83; 
candidate  for  U.  S.  senate,  86; 
charges  Montfort  Stokes  with  du- 
plicity, 91;  defends  his  course  in 
Congress,  98;  course  in  Congress, 
121;  commissioned  major-general 
of  militia,  106  n.;  issues  circular, 
114;  criticised  on  his  course  in 
Congress,  127  n. ;  resigns  as 
major-general      of      militia,      146; 
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loses    infant    son,    160    n.;    builds 
house,    183;     anticipates    appoint- 
ment  as    Secretary   of   the   U.    S. 
Treasury,    194    n.;     secures    leave 
from  office,  223;  invests  funds  for 
North    Carolina,    253;    reports    to 
Gallatin    on   expenses   of   removal 
Treasury  Department  from  Phila- 
delphia,  275;    resigns   comptroller- 
ship,  316;   to  Nathaniel  Macon  on 
his     resignation,     322;      to     John 
Haywood  on  his  resignation,  323- 
324;     reasons    for    resignation    as 
comptroller,    330    n. ;    praises    loy- 
alty   of   his    staff   as    comptroller, 
331-332;    recommends   his   staff   to 
be    continued,    332-333;    views    on 
Marbury    vs.    Madison    case,    375- 
382;   his  ideas  on  a  liberal  educa- 
tion,   389;    on    turf    matters,    425- 
426;   to  Nathaniel  Macon  on  state 
of  politics,    444-447;    on   boundary 
commission,   455;    resides   at  Wil- 
liam Polk's  during  assembly,  1806, 
480,  503;   receives  bank  offer,  531; 
accepts  bank  offer,  532;   desires  to 
purchase    negroes,    572;     accounts 
as  bank  agent,  580;  bank  at  Salis- 
bury, 593;  buys  stock,  603,614;    on 
sheep   raising,   629;    on   boundary 
issue  with  S.  C,  640;  bank  agency 
matters,  657;  sells  cotton,  660;  re- 
signs  bank   agency,    662;    declines 
nomination,    663;     criticises    gov- 
ernment's foreign  policy,  668;   de- 
feated   for    speaker    of    commons, 
682;    his   influence   in   State   poli- 
tics,   1812,    698;    value  of   his   ne- 
groes, 725;    serves  the  University 
trustees,   731;    land   deed   to,   750; 
his    accounts    as    Indian    commis- 
sioner,    766;     comptroller     notes, 
769;    buys    land    of    William    JR. 
Davie,  776;   his  review  of  sinking 
fund,  778;  reports  on  Bank  of  Co- 
lumbia, 786;  sells  horses,  810;   re- 


ports on  boundary  negotiations, 
811;  memoranda  for  congressional 
bills,  834;  on  army  contracts,  834; 
on  captured  vessels,  840;  on  a 
"chancellor  of  the  Treasury,"  843; 
on  revenue  collection,  844;  his 
extracts  from  Life  and  Corres- 
pondence of  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
847;  on  Priestman's  case,  854;  re- 
flections on  Gallatin's  report,  856; 
on  Marbury  vs.  Madison,  861;  his 
negroes,  863;  notes  on  N.  C.  court 
system,  865;  electoral  law  of 
N.  C,  885,  886,  887;  election  of 
president,  888,  889;  electoral  law 
of  N.  C,  891-902;  on  Priestley's 
lectures,  903-905;  boundary  memo- 
randa, 905;  partial  list  of  his 
slaves,  907-908. 

Steele,  Mrs.  John,  32,  309,  319;  in  deli- 
cate health,  322,  357,  471,  539. 

Steele,     John,     Secretary     of     Missis- 
sippi  Territory,   sketch,   310. 

Steele,  Joseph,  5,  14. 

Steele,    Margaret    Gillespie,    480,    498, 
715,  503. 

Steele,  Nancy,  1,  2,  9,  10,  11. 

Steele,     Nancy,      (daughter     of     John 
Steele),  14. 

Steele,  Reverend,  6. 

Steele,  Thomas,  3  n.,  5. 

Steele,  William,  1,  8  n.,  10. 

Steele,  William  (Master  Billy,  son  of 
Ephraim  Steele),  9. 

Steller,  Peter,  461. 

Stephens,  William,  97. 

Stockton,  Richard,  688. 

Stoddert,  Benjamin,  174  n.,  288; 
sketch,  362;  on  election  of,  1812, 
682. 

Stokes,  John,  judge,  dies,  56  n. 

Stokes,  Montford,  buys  ofiice,  59  n.; 
made  captain  of  militia,  60;  87 
n.;  opposes  Steele's  candidacy  for 
U.  S.  Senate,  89;  defends  himself 
to   Steele,    94,   185   n.;    sells   land, 
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209;  clerk  State  senate,  330  n., 
385,  420;  influence  in  Rowan  poli- 
tics, 439;  candidate  for  U.  S.  Sen- 
ate, 441;  becomes  boundary  com- 
missioner, 573,  638  n.,  642;  re- 
moves to  Wilkes,  710. 

Stokes'  Mill,  182. 

Stone,  David,  191  n.;  sketch,  400  n., 
587,  642;  action  as  senator,  689; 
resigns  U.  S.  Senate,  730. 

Story,  John,  Jr.,  147. 

Scott,  Mr.,  335. 

Swan,  Caleb,  204  n.;  paymaster,  U.  S. 
army,  219. 

SwartwouL,  Mr.,  his  claims,  249. 

Swartmont,  Samuel,  Burr's  conspir- 
acy, 492. 

Swift,  Zephaniah,  107  n. 

Sugar  Refiners,  reports,  294-295. 

Sumter,  Thomas,  74  n.,  763. 

Supreme  Court  (U.  S.),  increased,  492. 

Sutton,  Colonel,   54. 

T. 

Talmadge,  Colonel,  imports  horses, 
625. 

Tarleton,  Colonel,  209  n. 

Tatom,  Mr.  H.,  of  Nashville,  Tenn., 
424. 

Tayloe,  John,  turfman,  625. 

Taylor,  Mr.,   173. 

Taylor,  James,  88  n.;  denounced  by 
Stokes,  95;  insults  Montfort 
Stokes,  96;  reflections  on  election 
of  1800,  216;  sketch,  216  n.;  eulo- 
gises Steele,  271. 

Taylor,  James  (brother  of  John  Louis 
Taylor),  477. 

Taylor,  Mrs.  James,  219. 

Taylor,  John,  of  Virginia,  241  n. 

Taylor,  John  Louis,  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor, 333  n.;  revises  N.  C.  laws, 
451  n.,  477,  860. 

Taylor,  Mary,  273. 

Taylor,  Tatom,  90. 

Teakle,  Mr.,  482. 


Teackle,  Littleton   D.,  877. 

Teazle,   Sir  Peter,  horse,  626. 

Tellico  Treaty,  754. 

Tennessee  Memorial,  772. 

Terrell,  Harry,  major,  72,  73. 

Thackston,  James,  colonel,  18   n. 

"The  Crisis,"  1. 

Thespian  Society,  719. 

Third  Provincial  Congress  of  N.  C, 
192  n. 

Thomas,  Abisha,  assists  Steele,  75, 
205  n. 

Thompson,   Mr.,   607,   608. 

Thompson,  John,  party  to  a  turf  suit, 
825. 

Thomson,  Charles,  Secretary  to  Con- 
gress, 20. 

Thornton,  William,  seeks  mining  com- 
mission, 481;  has  mining  com- 
pany, 626;  plans  sheep  raising  in 
N.  C,  627;  sheep  raising,  630,  656, 
693;  in  gold  mining  company,  506, 
877;  his  lands  in  Montgomery, 
883;    sketch,   424. 

Thornton,  Mrs.  William,  425. 

Thyatira  Church,  907. 

Tilton,  Dr.,  350. 

Tilton,  Nehemiah,  268. 

Tipton,  John,  activities  in  Tennessee, 
30  n. 

Tobacco,  costs  of  inspection  1802,  341; 
decline  of  culture  in  S.  C,  341. 

Tomahawk   Improvements,   374. 

Tory   Insurrections,   8. 

Tracy,  Uriah,  107  n. 

Treaty  of  Amiens,   387   n. 

Treaty  with  England,  1806,  not  con- 
firmed,   513. 

Treaty  of  Holston,  22  n. 

Treaty  of  London  (Jay  Treaty), 
quoted,  411. 

Treasury   Drawbacks,   295-296. 

Trotter,  Richard,  150,  515,  517,  527, 
528,  538. 

Troy,   Mathew,    908. 
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Troy,  Mathew,  Jr.,  attends  Univer- 
sity of  N.  C,  183. 

Troy,  Mrs.  Mathew,  sells  lots,  183. 

Tryon,  William,  governor,  40  n. 

Tucker,  Thomas  Tudor,  251  n.,  252  n.; 
U.  S.  Treasurer,  481,  570,  877. 

Turf  Interests,  in  the  Carolinas,  625, 
763,  82^5. 

Turner,  James,  governor,  313  n.,  314 
n.;  racing  interests,  314-315; 
elected  governor,  sketch,  330  n., 
398;  elected  to  U.  S.  Senate,  441, 
454,  468,  470;  interest  in  boundary 
issue,  489;  on  New  Judiciary  Act 
(N.  C),  491,  672. 

Turner,  William  Leftwich,   607. 

Turreau,  Louis  Marie,  650. 

Twitty,  Allen,  tried  for  counterfeiting, 
453,  477. 

U. 

Underwood,  Robert,  237   n. 

United  .States   Bank,   charter   refused, 

651;  charter  renewal  at  issue,  656. 
United    States   Circuit   Court,   held   in 

Raleigh,  451. 
United  States  Gazette,  300. 
United   States   Navy,   to  be   increased, 

576. 
United    States   Mint,    357. 
University    of    North    Carolina,    loses 

escheats,    195;     seeks    to    recover 

lands,  731  n. 

V. 

Van  Ness,  John  Peter,  361  n.,  482,  877. 
Venable,  Abraham,  sketch,  653. 
Virginia  elections,  results,  169. 

W. 

Wagner,  Jacob,  edits  Federal  Repub- 
lican,   697. 

Walker   (Emanuel)   and  Company,  86. 

Walton,  George,  governor  of  Georgia, 
48  n. 

War  Department,  investigated,  368  n. 


War,  between  France  and  England, 
1803,   404. 

War,  with  Great  Britain,  threat  of, 
529   n.,   539. 

War,   with   Tripoli,   595. 

War-taxes,    1812,    669. 

War,  1812,  influence  on  prices,  714. 

Warren  Junto,  in  state  politics,  460, 
509. 

Washington,  Bushrod,  193  n.;  sketch, 
683,  687,  688. 

Washington  District,  34  n.,  35. 

Washington  Federalist,  543  n. 

Washington,  George,  4,  5;  ill,  60;  his 
powers,  61;  receives  electoral  vote 
of  N.  C,  87;  commissions  Steele, 
143;  vote  in  N.  C,  148;  appoints 
officers,  170,  172;  toasted,  408;  his 
Farewell  Address  quoted,  411,  625. 

Washington,  Mrs.  George,  her  "Court," 
110. 

Washington,  William,  colonel,  sketch, 
549. 

Watkins,  Mr.,  87. 

Watson,  Ebenezer,  navy  agent,  220. 

Watson,  James,  navy  agent,  220. 

Watts,  John,   107. 

Waxhaws,  British  at,  8. 

Weaver,   Reverend   R.,   619. 

Weems,  Mathew  Locke,  sketch,  435, 
448. 

Wellborn,  James,  on  boundary  com- 
mission, 455  n.,  457;  senator  from 
Wilkes,  459,  468;  draws  money  for 
boundary  commission,  574,  591, 
'642,  671;  in  war  of  1812,  690. 

West  Florida,  646. 

West  Florida,  in  relation  to  Burr's 
plans,  512. 

West,  Mr.,  533. 

Western  Territory,  ceded,  57. 

Whann,   Mr.,   335. 

White,  Mr.,  534. 

White,  Alexander,  74  n.,  78. 

White,  William,  Secretary  of  State  in 
N.  C,  373  n.,  382,  418,  428. 
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Wickham,  John,  299;  entertains  Burr, 
his  client,  510. 

Wills,  John,  269. 

Wilkerson,  James,  commission  to  ac- 
cept Louisiana  cession,  431  n., 
490  n.;  betrays  Burr,  492,  624  n. 

Williams,  Benjamin,  governor,  191  n.; 
his  lands,  394-395,  396-397; 
sketch,  397  n.;  his  lands,  398-399, 
456;  candidate  for  governor,  460, 
566. 

Williams,  William,  743. 

Williams,  Robert,  of  Surry,  312; 
sketch,  372,  375,  382,  393  n.,  401 
n.,  412,  448,  469,  473. 

Williams,  Robert,  of  Wake,  sketch, 
393  n.,  394,  733. 

Williams,   Thomas,   159. 

Williamson,  Andrew,   38   n. 

Williamson,  Hugh,  69,  78,  119,  125, 
130   n. 

Williamson,  J.  S.,  720,  721. 

Williamson,  W.,  139. 

Willis,  Seth,  767. 

Winchester,  James,  general,  defeated 
on  Raisin  River,  706   n. 

Winn,  Richard,  Indian  agent,  23,  25  n., 
27,  28,  36,  46;  in  Indian  negotia- 
tions,  45   n. 

Winslow,  Caroline,  715. 

Winslow,   Edward,    121. 

Winslow,  John,  candidate,  165,  134, 
164  n.,  539,  545,  547,  555,  556,  565, 
571,  572,  578  n.,  579,  582,  665,  715, 
723. 


Winston,  Joseph,  Indian  Treaty  Com- 
missioner, 41  n.;  sketch,  64;  serv- 
ices, 64  n.;  succeeds  Steele  in 
Congress,  100  n. 

Wood,  Mr.,  candidate  for  judgeship, 
195. 

Wood,  Robert,  824. 

Woodside,  John,  275;  his  account,  276, 
277,  341  n. 

Wolcott,  Oliver,  124  n. ;  offers  office 
to  Steele,  140  n.,  193  n.;  retires 
to  Litchfield,  214;  criticises  Jef- 
ferson's policy,  259  n.;  criticises 
Jefferson's  appointments  to  office, 
260-261,  312,  353,  433;  his  political 
views,  683,  685. 

Wolcott,  Mrs.  Oliver,  215,  289,  307. 

Wright,  Joshua  G.,  485,  496  n.,  503, 
540,  582,  586;  on  bank  affairs,  597. 

X. 

X.  Y.  Z.  incident,  170  n. 

Y. 

Yancey,  Bartlett,  revises  N.   C.   Laws, 

451  n.,  706. 
Yarborough,    Edward,    captain,    98    n., 

99,   100. 
Yazoo  Lands,  374. 
Yazoo  Frauds,  509. 

Yellow  Fever,  in  Philadelphia,  101  n. 
Yeo,  Sir  James,   717  n. 
Yrujo,  Marquis  de  Casa,  366  n. 
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